
What’s Inside? 

 August 11 - campers 
performance  Wesley 
Woods, Williams Bay, 
WI 

 August 13: Church 
Council meeting 

 August 20 Blessing of 
the Backpacks 

 

 Sundays, 10am: 
Worship  

 

 Every Tue, 9am: Prayer 

 August 12 & 26, 10am 

Spiritual Formation 

 Sundays, 9am: Sunday 

School 

The Joy of Children in the Life of the Church! 
 
On Sunday, July 16th, we celebrated the closure of Summer Vacation 
Bible School here at First United Methodist-DesPlaines. This was a 
good year. Attendance seemed to be up, and the staff, students, and 
parents all joined in to learn about how God uses ordinary people in 
super ways! Our text was from Psalm 34:11-14: 
 

11 Come, children, listen to me. Let me teach you how to 
honor the Lord: 

12  Do you love life; do you relish the chance to enjoy good 
things? 

13  Then you must keep your tongue from evil and keep your 
lips from speaking lies! 

14 Turn away from evil! Do good! Seek peace and go after it! 
 
On this Sunday, the sanctuary was filled almost to capacity as our 
children taught us how to do good and seek peace. Parents, family 
members, and friends all came out to see their darling little ones 
participate in the service. Our hearts were warmed by God’s Spirit as 
our children paraded into the sanctuary. They seemed to just keep 
coming. It was pure joy to see their happy faces fill the sanctuary. 



Their faces were filled with joy and excitement. They were doing more than going after the 
things of God; they were showing us how to “Do good!” All of them gathered at the front of the 
church, and, like typical children, when they spotted their parents in the audience, they waved 
as only a child can when they are free and have not been indoctrinated with the restrictive 
cultural norms of the church and society. You see, children know what it means to be free -
 free in God, free in spirit, and free in self. Thus, Jesus tells us to "let the children come to me; 
do not hinder them." These are lessons learned from Vacation Bible School: "Where the Spirit 
of the Lord is, there is freedom." (2 Corinthians 3:17) Be Free in the Lord! 
 

They were in church, but they were with their friends, both old and new friends. The place 
didn’t change them; they changed the place. They came to learn but also to have fun. What if 
we all came to church seeking to have a good time, eagerly waiting on our friends, and 
completely open to being free among our friends and family? As they sang songs of praise, 
they jumped up and down and swung around in circles. They were free in the Lord’s house, 
even though some of us adults tried to contain them as we attempted to teach them behavior 
acceptable for church.  I have a feeling that if Jesus was sitting in the pew, His heart would 
have overflowed with joy as he watched the love and freedom of these wonderful young 
people in The Lord’s House. Lessons learned from Vacation Bible School: Let the little ones 
come, for they have a lesson to teach us about worship in the Lord’s House. Be free and be 
yourself, for where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom! Don’t let anyone take the joy of 
the Lord from you. This is why Jesus told his disciples, “Let the little children come to me, and 
do not hinder them, for the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to such as these.” Serve the Lord with 
a pure and clean heart and practice the humility of Christ. 
 

At one point, there was this little boy who gathered four of his friends into a circle, and they 
began to have their own private conversation. Now, I admit, no pastor wants this kind of 
behavior during worship. As pastor, I started wondering what are they were talking about. 
What if we paused and listened in to the story he was telling his friends? What could we gain? 
I think that it could help us to design worship that is relevant or that speaks to the needs of the 
people. We must learn the art of listening to each other, if we want to grow. 
 

Soon, reality set in. Upon realizing that this may get out of control, an adult sat with them—not 
to break up the circle of friendship but to help redirect their attention to the speaker. This 
little boy could have tuned out and could have easily made the decision to leave, to go sit with 
his parents, begging them to take him home. Instead, he stretched out on his back, crossed one 
knee over the other, and relaxed as worship continued. Soon, that part of service was over, 
and he reconnected because, again, they were involved in what was going on. 
 

Lesson learned: The human spirit is a free spirit and does not do well in places that hinder the 
needs of the human spirit.  When the human spirit gets bored, it becomes restless and will 
seek ways to comfort that restlessness. This child was in this place called the church to do 
what children do, to learn but to have fun and to experience joy and happiness.  Church is not 
something outside of us that changes us. We are the church; the church is the Spirit of God that 
lives inside of us. Thus, the church is in us, and we either speak life or death into it. When we 
gather for worship, God wants us to be free in the Spirit of the Lord so that the church may be 
filled with God’s love, peace, and joy. These are the gifts of the Spirit that we are to pursue 
daily. “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven 
belongs to such as these.” 
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As the worship service moved along, several of the children got up to read their parts. Some 
read or spoke without hesitation; others had a more difficult time, but standing next to them 
was a coach to help them out. The older children and adults coached the younger ones. They 
were actually being the church, not just going to church. They loved one another and bore up 
the weak among us. It was apparent that no one was excluded. In the Book of Romans, Apostle 
Paul teaches, “We who are powerful need to be patient with the weakness of those who don’t 
have power, and not please ourselves. 2 Each of us should please our neighbors for their good 
in order to build them up. (Romans 15:1-2) Lesson learned: "do not hinder the little ones, for 
the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” Instead, help to empower the weak or the 
least of those who live among us. 
 

The church is a reflection of the Kingdom of God here on earth. Just as we had some very bold 
kids, we also had those who were more reserved. There was this little girl with amazing eyes 
that told a story of great wisdom and knowledge beyond her age. As I observed her interaction 
with her parents, who I believe were sitting directly behind me, it became clear that this was 
not something she really wanted to do. Getting up to speak in front of a group of people clearly 
was not her thing. However, it was obvious that someone behind me was coaching her. Even 
with their coaching, it was clear that, though she would follow through with her commit, it 
was not her cup of tea. When she returned to her seat, her expression was, “`There, I did it, but 
against my will.” Lesson learned: sometimes, God calls us out of our comfort zone. Our God 
uses ordinary people. It was ordinary people like us who helped to establish the Christian 
church throughout the world. These people, whom we deem heroes among us, were just 
ordinary people who said, “Yes" to God’s will. This is a good lesson for such a young person 
to learn. It is important for us to know ourselves and our limitations but never to allow these 
limitations or fears to keep us from being available to God. Lesson learned: God uses ordinary 
people to do supernatural things. Our strength is not in ourselves but in Almighty God. 
 

These kids showed us what peace with God, with self, and with others look like. When we are 
at peace with ourselves, it allows us to see others and to love others. Love and peace 
acknowledge and embrace the humanity of others in all of its forms. This kind of freedom 
filled our sanctuary. One little boy who seldom spoke could be heard saying, as they were 
singing, “this is my favorite part!” This is like saying, "Amen!" with a loud voice or clapping 
one’s hands when God has done an amazing thing among us. It is hard to be quiet when the 
Spirit of the Lord is moving among us. King David was so overjoyed by the power and 
presence of God with them that he danced out of his clothes. (2 Samuel) Be free in the Spirit of 
the Lord! 
 

If we want peace and love to rule in our world, we must pursue it. We must become more like 
our children. Jesus recognized this great virtue in children. Thus, according to Matthew’s 
Gospel, we are told that “unless you change and become like little children, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this little child is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” To be more Christ-like, perhaps we have to reclaim our 
childhood. Let us be free and open to the presence of God at work in us. The Spirit of God is a 
spirit of liberality.   
 

The Lord is the Spirit, and where the Lord’s Spirit is, there is freedom. 
(2 Corinthians 3:17) 

Pastor Irene Taylor 
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Chair: Burke Oehrlein     
Next Meeting: August 15th, 6:30pm 

News from the Finance Committee 

Gifts given to God through FUMC 
    

Six Months Ended June 30, 2017 

 Budget Actual Variance 

Offerings  $1473.16 $118,325  $     (28,991) 

Expenses        $133,504 $100,466 33,038 

Apportionment          $13,812           $13,812                    -  

     Net    $        4,047 

    

Month of June 2017 

 Budget Actual Variance 

Offerings    $      24,553   $      13,747   $       (10,806) 

Expenses          22,251           14,831             7,420  

Apportionment            2,302             2,302                    -  

     Net    $       (3,386) 

We have received two 
donations to our 
Endowment Fund 
which now has a 
balance of $156,406. 

We have a balance in 
the Roof and Building 
Repair Fund of $96,382. 

The Roof and Building 
Repair Pledge, to date, 
is $131,490. 

“Rice Bowls” supplies much needed food to a 
strong network of loving, Christian 
orphanages. As a faith-based non-profit, we 
work directly with these orphanages, which 
are currently in India, Haiti, Rwanda, Ethiopia, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, the Philippines, and 
South Africa.  

Our VBS Kids took home Rice Bowl piggy banks and filled them up with change for 
the organization - now it’s time for the Adults to do their part! For More 
information, see www.ricebowls.org 

August Communion Offering 

We are supporting Rice Bowls  



Christian Education Chair: Karen Boesche 
Next Meeting: August 1st - 7pm 
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FUMC 

VBS 

raised  

589 

quarters 

or 

$147.25!  

IMAGES FROM A GREAT WEEK OF VBS! 

Volunteers make things possible! 

Soaring to new 

heights with God! 

Aug. 6: God Chooses Joshua 
Aug. 13: Spies in Canaan 

Aug. 20: Crossing the Jordan 
Aug. 27: Jericho 

August's Sunday School studies feature Joshua! 



Mission Chairs: Laura Miller & Linda Trinite  

Next Meeting: August 15th — 6:30pm 

Page 6 

Mission offering this month 

is RiceBowls.org  

 See page 4 for more info.  

NORTHWEST SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA & 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF DES PLAINES PRESENT 

The NSO Woodwind Quintet 

September 10, 2017, 3:30pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A free will offering will be shared between the NSO and FUMC of DP. 
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LITURGISTS 

August 6: Rich Ludwig 
August 13: Nanette Strunk 
August 20: Lethrese Rosete 

August 27: Anne Cowin 

USHERS  
Audrey Nankervis & Donna Catlett 

JOIN US FOR:  
 

Quiet Prayer Time with Pastor Irene 

Tuesday Mornings at 9am   

 

"Let's talk about Prayer and  

Different Ways to Pray"  with Minister Tina   

2nd & 4th Saturdays of the month at 10am  

Worship Committee Chair: Tina Shelton  
Next Meeting:  August 7, 7:00pm 

August 
Fellowship Time Attendants 

Trustee Committee 

Blessing of the backpacks 

August 20th 

Bring your bag or pack to worship on August 20th and be blessed 

to start the school year off right!  All students are welcome! 
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Good News From Gracie the Church Mouse 
MISSIONS, missions!  FUMC’s Mission Team of Ceci Diaz, Anne, John, & Aaron Hardy, 

Arrielle Henderson, Laura & Hailey Miller, Linda, Don & Joe Trinite, and Jan Weber have 

returned from Camp on the Boulder, in MT, and Noni Shelton (mom, Minister Tina Shelton) and 

her youth mission team from Evanston’s Vineyard Christian Church are back from Mexico.  Noni, Anne & 

Arrielle shared mission memories and photos with Sunday school children, July 2, and July 9 Noni and 

several FUMC Team members did the same with the rest of the church family.  Mornings, Noni remembered, 

their youth team had an hour’s quiet time with God.  Days, they worked in various Mexican villages; nights, 

they led Vacation Bible School sessions for kids.  FUMC’s team renovated a cabin-for-28 -- everything from 

chinking to painting to plumbing to washing curtains, Laura said.  Jan recalled meaningful morning and evening 

devotions, like Ceci sharing a poem, Hailey, a reflection on habits and ruts, Joe leading the group in song, his 

dad, Don, in a prayer-bead activity.  Imagine going to a place virtually off the grid with a multi-generational 

team of some seasoned and some first-timers, doing meaningful work, spending time with the God of the 

Possible; that’s how the trip was, Laura said. 

July 4, FUMC members and family Loryn & Don Ankeny, Ceci Diaz, Gladys Rosales & husband Rufino Leyva, 

Laura Miller, Mike Murphy, Linda & Don Trinite and Jan Weber par ticipated in a   mission closer  to 

home: manning a concession stand at Arlington Heights’ Frontier Days Festival. They donated earnings to 

FUMC’s 2017 operating budget. 

July 11-14, Education Ministry and friends welcomed 33 kids and their families from Des Plaines and the wider 

community to VBS.  Youth/young adult volunteers included Aaron Hardy, Allison Tommasi, Amaya 

Castaneda, Arrielle Henderson, Gustavo Leyva, Julia Boesche, Matt Edmondson, Noni Shelton,  Rachel 

Murphy, and Tyler Goytia.  Among adult helpers were Linda & Don Trinite, running sound and video 

every night, Cathy Yafchak, Shirley Baumgarten, Jean Hager, and Tammy Tommasi, who with the youth helped 

Kim Darling in crafts.  I caught glimpses like these: Gustavo, sur rounded by little kids at a crafts table; 

Karen Boesche, blushing as fr iends sang happy bir thday and presented her  with a cake; all the kids 

pressed up against tables to see Mike Murphy do science demos; ‘heroes’ of all ages, photographed ‘flying’ 

across a blue sky.  I heard quiet prayer times in the sanctuary; shouts of kids at games and racing through an 

obstacle course; Katie Kennedy, 6, telling her mom Lisa, “I have two new friends!”  (Mom asked, “What’re 

their names?”  Katie’s response? “I dunno!”)  I swiped a cupcake (mmm; thanks, cousins Arrielle Henderson & 

Meredith Hardy, for  making them day after  day); everybody wanted them.  I snuck behind the puppet 

theater and, aha! – discovered Susan Moore, a.k.a.“Flame,” and had a fine view of Brenda Murphy, the so-cool-

and-calm Lead Hero, and Nander Novaes, who led the kids in song (so many songs, so little time).  July 16, 

VBS Sunday, the church was full, appreciating the children, slide show, decorations, visitors, and this 

year’s VBS message, “Do good!  Seek peace, and go after it!”  I’m still singing “Aaaa-men, Aaaa-men, Aa-men, 

Amen, Amen!” thanks to Cleo Rufuse, 5, who belted out those words during that worship service.  Go, Cleo! 

CHANGES:  After 5 years of dedication and hard work, Nuevo Amanecer’s Pastor Rosa Villareal has stepped 

down to spend more time with family.  She will continue to be active in the congregation, which Pastors Lino 

Aragon and his wife, Xiomara Aragon-Castro will now co-lead.  Los mejores deseos de nuestra congregacion 

al Pastor Rosa, y Pastores Lino y Xiomara. 

Pastor Irene Taylor and Jen Southworth, our  administrative assistant, have new addresses as of July.  

Pastor has greener views from her windows, and Jen and Ryan have gained more 

space and a yard for Ruby dog. 

July 7, Pastor Irene united Nanette Patience Strunk & Robert Fasco in holy 

matrimony in the small chapel.  Robert’s health has been improving, thankfully, 

and the couple shared good news with the congregation, July 23: Robert may go 

home while continuing chemotherapy at Lutheran General!  His hospital visitors 

have included Zoey, a Rainbow Therapy Dog.  Only such dogs may visit at LGH.  
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MORE ABOUT MEMBERS & FRIENDS:  July 2 worship, Cedric Payne answered Pastor  

Irene’s call to discipleship; and, Joy & Bob Raczka served Communion together, again.  Joy only 

missed serving on one Communion Sunday during recovery from surgery.  Also, we celebrated 

Florence Draper’s baptism, July 2.  Her  parents are Jenny & Shane, grandparents, Jan (late 

Robert) Weber, and Raewyn & David Schroeder.  The Schroeders came all the way from New Zealand!  

Jim & Char Stenstrom came especially for  Florence’s baptism too; “I love baptisms,” I heard J im say to 

friends afterward. 

A few weeks ago, guitarist Dave Uhrich and the band 97Nine played at a sort of ‘tailgate party’ at a Soldier 

Field event promoting the Loop 97.9 radio station, which also featured Metallica.  John Uselding – he’s been 

coming to worship at FUMC, now he’s our custodian – says Dave “is phenomenal!” after seeing him play at the 

Mt. Prospect Village green, July 7 eve. 

ABOUT OUR KIDS: Janine & James Forney’s daughter Natalie began her  appointment as Pastor , Avon 

United Methodist Church, NY, on July 2.  Natalie and husband Sean Bowerman and their two children, Daniel, 

3, and Lillian, ‘Lily,’ 16 mos., live in Rochester , about 20 mi. from Avon.  Natalie received her  Bachelor ’s 

from the University of Rochester, NY, 2009, and Master of Divinity from Colgate-Rochester Crozer Divinity 

School, May 2012, and served at two small country churches in NY, Vine Valley UMC in Middlesex, and 

Benton UMC in Penn Yan, until this new appointment.  

July 17, Matt Boesche (parents Karen, Neal) began training with the Chicago Police Academy.   “Twenty-three 

thousand people took the qualifying exam; 9,000 passed, and 100 were chosen for training,” Karen said.  Wow!   

At the end of the 2016-17 school year, Levin Rosete (parents Tess, Leo) was named Best Defensive Volleyball 

Team Player (he was a varsity player on Maine West’s boys’ volleyball team), received a National Honor 

Society award, and a Scholar Award from Illinois Institute of Technology.  He is college bound, soon!  His sister 

Lethrese r eceived the Band Director  Award from Band Director  Scott Duff, and was inducted into the 

National Junior Honor Society. 

Joey Holmberg turned 15 this month.  He and his mom, Missy, and grandmother  Anne came all the way 

from Elgin to worship with us, VBS Sunday.  They have been missed.  

QUIET MINISTRIES: Audrey Nankervis and Jeanne Fordham, Donna Catlett and Arnie Ladd served as 

ushers most of July, and two youth, Aaron Hardy and Matt Edmondson, ushered on VBS Sunday, the 16th.  

Matt, you may recall, asked for prayers for his dog Tucker a 

few weeks ago.  Tucker is adjusting fairly well following 

surgery, I’m told. 

RECOGNIZE THIS?  The bench is granite, inscr ibed ‘IN 

MEMORY OF GRANDPARENTS.’  People who come for 

services and celebrations in the small chapel see it at once, to 

the right of the chapel entry.  Kids vie to occupy it when they 

have outdoor Sunday school and activities, folks who tend our 

plantings and passersby pause to rest upon it.  Topside it is 

smooth and warm in the sun, and underneath, the space is cool.  

It is so inviting, and a good hiding place for a mouse.  Whose 

gift was it?  Chuck Fabian’s, I heard, so I sent him a query, 

“Did you?”  “Yes,” he answered.  He and his wife Karen 

donated the bench as “a memorial to our kids’ grandparents, 

Faith and John Magee, and Andy and Lorraine (still with us at 93) Fabianowicz,” Chuck said.  Thank you, Mr. 

and Mrs. Fabian! 

 

Good News From Gracie, continued... 

Continued... 
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WEEDING PROJECT: Weeds and tree seedlings are taking over  the str ip of ground on the 

west side of FUMC’s parking lot.  After the area is weeded (no herbicides, please) Mike Murphy 

& Harolyn Thogersen will plant something to go with the hostas already there.  Call 

Harolyn if you can help.  And, if you have good news to share, leave a note for me with Jen Southworth in 

the office, or e-mail me at gracie.fumc@yahoo.com.   

Good News From Gracie, continued... 

Yours Faithfully,     Gracie Mouse 

Coming Soon!   

Bible Study Begins September 9th! 

Paul must often have felt like a mother duck guiding 

her ducklings to safety. He had seen the enthusiasm 

of the Colossian Christians but knew they had no 

idea of the dangers they would face. Longing for them 

to continue growing in faith, Paul--now stuck in 

prison--wrote to his young flock, affirming them, 

warning them of hazards and pointing them to King 

Jesus, the supreme one who was with them and at 

work in them. These eight studies on Colossians and 

Philemon will similarly guide us toward maturity in 

King Jesus, who is still at work in his people today. 

This guide by Tom Wright can be used on its own or 

alongside his New Testament for Everyone 

commentary on Colossians and Philemon. It is designed to help you 

understand Scripture in fresh ways under the guidance of one of the world's 

leading New Testament scholars. Thoughtful questions, prayer suggestions, 

and useful background and cultural information all guide you or a group 

more deeply into God's Word. Discover how you can participate more fully in 

God's kingdom.  

We have books available for $7.00!   

Sign up for the 10am or 6:30pm class by contacting Jen: 

fumcdesplaines@gmail.com or 847-827-5561 

mailto:gracie.fumc@yahoo.com
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Join us on Sundays! 
 

9a.m. — Sunday School  
Children, Youth & Adult Classes 

 

10a.m. — Blended Worship  
Nursery Care Available 

 

First United Methodist Church 
668 Graceland Avenue  
Des Plaines, IL 60016 

 

Phone: (847) 827-5561 Web: www.fumcdp.org              
Email: fumcdesplaines@gmail.com 

Learn to face paint!   
Seminar on Sat, August 12, 10am-5pm at Generations 

at Oakton with Dee-Dee the Clown.   

Fee is $40 (no lunch) 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 

1 
 
9am: Prayer 
 
Piano Lessons 
3:30-8:15pm 
 
7p: Education 
Meeting 
 

2 
 
10a: Ladies of 
the Church 
 
 

3 
 
  
 
 
4pm: Wedding 
Rehearsal 

4 
  
 
 
 
4pm: 
Edmondson 
Wedding 

5 
 
 
 
3p:Youth Choir 
Rehearsal   

6 
 

9a: Sun School 
10a: Worship 
 

7 
 

5p: Praise Dance 
 
 
7p: Worship 
Committee Mtg 

8 
 

9am: Prayer 
 

6:30pm: Trustees 
Mtg 

9 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
 

12 
 

10am: Spiritual 
Formation 
 
3p:Childrens 
Choir Rehearsal  

13 
 

9a: Sun School 
10a: Worship 
11:30: Church 
Council Mtg. 
 

14 
 

12pm: Martha’s 
Circle 
 
5p: Praise Dance 
 
 

15 
 

9am: Prayer 
 

6:30p: Missions  
 

6:30p: Finance  

16 
 
 

17 
 

 
 

18 
 

 

19 
 

 
 
3p:Childrens 
Choir Rehearsal  

20 
 

9a: Sun School 
10a: Worship 
 

21 
 

5p: Praise Dance 
 
 

22 
 

9am: Prayer 
 
Piano Lessons 
3:30-8:15pm 
 
 

23 
 
  

24 
 

Piano Lessons 
3:30-8:15pm 
  
 

25 
 

Piano Lessons 
3:30-7:15pm  

26 
Piano Lessons  
8a-12  
 

10am: Spiritual 
Formation 
 

3p:Childrens 
Choir Rehearsal  

27 
 

9a: Sun. School 
10am: Worship 
 

28 
 

5p: Praise Dance 
 

29 
 

Piano Lessons 
3:30-8:15pm 

30 31 

Piano Lessons 
3:30-8:15pm 
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