What’s Inside?

Like most mainline denominations, in our attempt to respond to an aging
and declining membership, we are constantly looking for ways to drawn others to
our church. We seem programs and training, while helpful we often come away
feeling tired and overwhelmed.; especially, if we are a small congregation with
limited resources; both in finances and personnel. In engaging all of these
activities sometimes, we lose sight of the church biblical mandate. Thus, let me lift
them up for us to ponder.
Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of
the world. This mission is not new. It is also grounded in the Great Commission of
Jesus Christ as stated in the Gospel of Matthew 28:18-20,
All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the
very end of the age.
It is the mission of the United Methodist Church as a whole.
The question is “how do we do this?” How will we fulfill this mission in the
places God has placed us? As individuals committed to the ministry here at First
UMC-DesPlaines, both members and those who attend regularly, our mission is
three-fold. We are a faith community believe our church is a place where all people
can grow in their faith, love, and service to the world. These are the unique
attributes of our church.

First, we called to be Faithful Disciple of Jesus Christ

 June 4th: Independence
Day
 July 9: 11:30am: Church
Council Meeting

 July 16: VBS Sunday!
 Sundays, 10am:
Worship
 Every Tue, 9am: Prayer
Ministry - Prayer Room

 July 8 & 22, 10am
Spiritual Formation
 Sundays, 9am: Sunday
School
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As disciples of Jesus Christ, we are called to a lifestyle of faithfulness to God and to the ministry God has
entrusted into our care. As followers of Jesus Christ, we must be committed to our personal faith development
and to spreading the Gospel of Jesus to all people; those near and far. Foundational to our ministry is our
commitment to our own personal biblical and spiritual growth so that we are spiritually, biblically and
theologically equipped to be God’s servants to all people.
We firmly believe that what we do as servants of God must be grounded in our faith in the Lord, who
can transform our lives and our communities. It is Christ who gives us hope to transform and transcend those
things in life that limit or prevent us from living up to our God-given potential. Saint Augustine of Hippo and
one of the great Church Fathers wrote, Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward of this faith is to see
what you believe.

Second, we are called to be agents of God’s love
“Where there is love, there is life” - Mahatma Gandhi

First UMC-DesPlaines is a church committed to loving one another as Christ has loved us. Thus, we
practice a living faith. Our doors are open to everyone. We receive our diversity as a gift from God, in spite of all
of its challenges, as we seek to be the Body of Christ. It is our desire to be quick to love because we are the
beloved of God. Thus, we seek to be the Body of Christ where God’s love can be fully manifested and realized.
Our love for God and one another, and the world is critical to transforming us from a church of a few… to a
community of many, seeking faithfully and lovingly, to be Christ disciples for the transformation of the world.

Lastly, we are called to a lifestyle of Service
The spiritual life does not remove us from the world but leads us deeper into it”
― Henri J.M. Nouwen
We are the eyes, ears, mouth, heart, hands, and feet of God not only in our church but our community. If
people do not see Christ in us how will they come to know the Lord? While caring for each other, we must
remember that our calling is also to transform the world. We must start this transformative work within our
communities.
Our task is to raise up spiritual leaders among ourselves so that we can send people into the world to
serve as ambassadors for Christ. We must not let fear keep us in the comfort of our church buildings. Instead,
we must let faith lead us into action. We must stand for peace, justice and righteousness in spite of our fears or
losses. We must be the voice of God crying in the wilderness, “prepare the way of the Lord.”
We become faithful servants of the Lord when we realize that every good act we do for others comes
from God. It is God who pours into us so that we can give freely to others. Daily, in all the places we find
ourselves, we are fulfilling our role as servants of the Lord, but we dismiss it as being unimportant or
insignificant. However, we must use these opportunities to begin to see ourselves as agents of Christ exuding
acts of mercy and kindness to others, giving freely from what we have been given.
When we serve others, it blesses in two ways. We are blessed, and those we serve are blessed. Our
serving is an opportunity to put our faith to work. It is a chance to give our faith eyes, ears, mouths, hearts,
hands and feet. As disciples, we are the possessors of a Living Faith that changes us and others. The issues
facing today’s church are daunting, but God is waiting on us to respond in ways that will draw others to closing
to God, not push them away.
Together, we can be a faith community where all can grow in Faith, Love and Service to the World. If our
faith is grounded in God’s love, then the people will come, and the church will grow. A hospital has patients with
all kinds of diseases and illnesses, yet they do not turn people away. Some of these diseases are more
frightening than others. Yet, health care providers seek ways of healing and restoring the bodies of sick and the
weak among them. No patients is given up on until they take their last breath of life. As a faith community, we
cannot give up on God’s people. We must work so that all the people of the world may have a chance at life and
may experience the abundant blessings and provisions of God. Is that not what God is calling us to do? We are
the light and hope of the world. May we always seek to welcome all into the Kingdom of God.
Rev. Dr. Irene Taylor, Pastor
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News from the Finance Committee

Chair: Burke Oehrlein
Next Meeting: July 18th, 6:30pm

Gifts given to God through FUMC
Five Months Ended May 31, 2017
Budget
Actual
Offerings
$ 122,763
$ 104,578 $
Expenses
111,253
85,635
Apportionment
11,510
11,510
Net
$

Variance
(18,185)
25,618
7,433

Month of May 2017
Budget
Actual
$ 24,553
$ 17,551 $
22,251
16,645
2,302
2,302
$

Variance
(7,002)
5,606
(1,396)

Offerings
Expenses
Apportionment
Net

July Communion Offering
Communion for July comes from the Northern Illinois
Conference Rainbow Covenant Book under the Purple Band Missionary Support :

A member of Sherman UMC in Evanston, IL, Helen RobertsEvans serves as Director of the Department of General
Education and Ministry of the United Methodist Church in
Liberia. She teaches, trains, and coaches others to help them
grow in their profession. Growing up in Hyde Park, she
interacted with persons of many religious and cultural
backgrounds. She writes, “at my home church in Evanston, I
heard we are part of a connectional church, but I did not fully
understand what they meant until I came to Liberia.”

We have received two
donations to our
Endowment Fund
which now has a
balance of $155,927.

We have a balance in
the Roof and Building
Repair Fund of $96,382.

The Roof and Building
Repair Pledge, to date,
is $131,490.

Page 4

Christian Education Chair: Karen Boesche
Next Meeting: July 5th - 7pm

VBS MISSION
Feeding Orphaned Children!
Vacation Bible School at First United Methodist Church will partner with RiceBowls.org,
providing much-needed meals to kids around the world through partnerships with
Christian orphanages.

Why Rice Bowls?
Rice Bowls turns pocket change into food for orphaned children around the world. Rice
Bowls is an simple and tangible way to bring intangible concepts (like giving, service, and
philanthropy) to life. Plus, we’re helping Christian orphanages rescue, love, educate, and
feed children at the same time.

You can help too!
We welcome monetary donations from everyone. You can put it in the offering plate on
Sunday July 16th, marked ‘rice bowls’.

You’ll be a hero to your kids for taking them
to Hero Central for supper and fun ending just in time for
home, bath and bed. HeroCentral is the evening
program July 11 thru 14 at the First United Methodist
Church in Des Plaines, open to all children from any
church or community. Hero central includes supper and a
packed evening of different kinds of things to do to
appeal to children. Supper is just-right kid food, like hot
dogs and/or macaroni or other pasta or salads served from 5:30 to 6pm. You can stay with
your children through dinner or not – it’s your
choice, but parents who stayed to eat with their kids
leave after supper or find a quiet place away from
the children to chat amongst themselves or to
catch up on texting. Then the children “fly” into
super hero action with indoor and outdoor activities
- music, science, games, crafts, stories and more
from 6pm to 8pm. All the heroic themed fun-filled
evenings are for only $10 a child. There is a family
rate as well. This VBS program is open to children 3
years old through those beginning 6th grade.
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Mission Chairs: Laura Miller & Linda Trinite
Next Meeting: July 18th — 6:30pm

FUMC All Church Mission Trip
June 10 - 17th
On June 10, eleven members of the FUMC Mission Team traveled
to Camp on the Boulder in McLeod, Montana. Located in the
beautiful Gallatin National Forest in the Rocky Mountains of
central Montana. Camp on the Boulder is a United Methodist
affiliated camp and retreat center. We were given several tasks to
complete during our week stay. Our team, though small, was
mighty and rose to the tasks.

The jobs included building bat and
woodpecker houses and hanging them
around the camp, working on the web cam and bringing
internet to the tabernacle, and totally rehabbing a 28 bed
cabin that was needed the weekend after we left. We swept,
painted and chincked our way through the week and not only
completed our tasks, but exceeded the camps expectations
of us. The team will talk more about the project during the
worship service on July 9, so you won’t want to miss it!

FLEA MARKET AND CRAFT FAIR NEWS!
Nearly 50 vendors and an endless stream of buyers, browsers and volunteers
enjoyed summerlike conditions on the church lawn at Mission Commission’s Flea
June 3 Market and Craft Sale, which offered food and entertainment plus Outreach
Commission’s blood drive. The drive attracted 23+ donors whose generosity will
bless over 50 recipients, and Missions’ proceeds go to the church.
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Worship Committee Chair: Tina Shelton
Next Meeting: July 10, 7:00pm

We are looking for volunteers to provide and
serve refreshments for our fellowship time
following worship in July! If you’d be
interested, please let Jen in the office know.
Thank you!

LITURGISTS
July 2: Rich Ludwig
July 9: Nanette Strunk
July 16: Levin Rosete
July 23: Noni Shelton
USHERS
Audrey Nankervis

JOIN US FOR:
Quiet Prayer Time with Pastor Irene
Tuesday Mornings at 9am
"Let's talk about Prayer and
Different Ways to Pray" with Minister Tina
2nd & 4th Saturdays of the month at 10am

Maine West Graduate Julia
Boesche honored as one of the
Daily Herald's outstanding prep
sports athletes 2016-17.
Congratulations, Julia and
Boesche family!

(from page 11) Bible Quiz Answer: A - See Judges 6:11
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In June, Musician members and visiting friends
enhanced our worship experience all month long.






June 11, seminarians Jessica Baker , Briona Jones and
Marshae Silvester joined Nander Novaes & Minister Tina,
singing “How Great is Our God,” and “Draw the Circle
Wide”.
June 18, Ellie Seegers and Nander sang “Here I Am,
Lord,” together, and our youth – Dakotah Jackson, Serena
& Sabrina Cargill, Skyye Redrick, and newcomers
Nathalie Herrera and Yadira & Osmar Leyva – sang, too.
June 25, John Nankervis led us all in singing the 1st and 4th
verses of “It is Well with My Soul” together, and directed
men to sing v2, and women, v3. (Guess which gender had
the louder voices!)

FUMC Musicians ‘Out in the World’
Yadira Leyva (parents Gladys Rosales & Rufino Leyva) was part of our entertainment
‘team’ out in front of the church, during our Flea Market, June 3.
Dave Uhrich, who comes to worship with Alicia Carlile and
is guitarist for the band 97Nine was scheduled to perform June 17
at the Taste of Des Plaines, and, looking forward, will be
performing July 7 at 6 p.m. at the Mt. Prospect Village Green park for free at the Village Hall Garage on Emerson. Alicia
says Dave's “been in the music business for over 40 years and has
toured the world.” Wow!
And Joe Trinite (parents Linda & Don) went really far from Des Plaines, playing his guitar
and singing for all who were at Camp on the Boulder in Montana, where our FUMC
mission team volunteered, June 10-17.

Anyone wishing to sing or to play an instrument is welcome; please leave a
message for Nander Novaes at the church to find out when rehearsals are
held. To join the Youth Choir specifically, you may just show up for (free!)
direction and rehearsals at the church at 3 p.m. on Saturdays; membership in
the church is not required. Whether you are an adult or a child, you’ll have an
opportunity of do what you enjoy, make some new friends, and have
something new to say when you’re asked, “What’re you doing, this summer?”
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Good News From Gracie the Church Mouse
Summertime, summertime, sum- sum- summertime is here; hurrah! The whole
church yard is a garden. I follow Jen Southworth, our administrative assistant,
when she takes her seedlings (basil, parsley, rosemary, oregano) outside for
sunlight. D’you think a mouse needs sunscreen?
Pentecost Sunday, June 4, 90 degree temps greeted Sunday school students and teachers
planting geraniums outside. The red flowers were chosen to remind us of the Pentecost 10
days after Jesus’ ascension. Flames appeared over the apostles’ heads and they were given
the gift of the Holy Spirit, empowering them to share the Good News of Christ and grow the
early church. Ed Ministry thanks everyone who contributed geraniums. June 25, the Sunday
schoolers Nathaly Herrera, Serena & Sabrina Cargill, Skyye Jackson and their instructors
tended the geraniums and chalked in outlines of themselves filled by the Holy Spirit on the
front walk. So colorful! Lots of squeals about ants, but nobody had to worry about crushed
berries staining their clothing (or being tracked indoors) because John Uselding, our
custodian since early in June, sweeps the walkway in that area regularly. John also secured
the concrete blocks in the church parking lot so they won’t be a hazard, and now he’s
focusing on inside the church, so, very few crumbs for the house mouse. But I got a
chocolate chip cookie, June 16, when Karen and Julia Boesche, Erica Lake and the girls
baked for all the men in church for Father’s Day, June 18. Hey, wait … are those berries on
the walk edible? Aha! God provides …
Throughout the month Pastor Irene Taylor and Minister Tina Shelton have talked about God
loving and providing for us all. June 11, Pastor Irene told us she’d recently shared a message
about God’s love, mercy and grace with passersby on Michigan Avenue. Afterward, a
woman went up to thank her, saying “I’ve been needing to hear God cares about me.”
June 18, Min Tina Shelton told us this story: Barn swallows nest on her porch, a space she
wants so much to reclaim, she said. Her efforts failed; Buildings and Grounds tried and tried
and finally after B&G’s last intervention, the birds were gone a while. Hopeful, Min Tina
scrubbed her porch, but that very day the birds found a way back in. Exasperated, she
appealed to God, and He replied, “I have provided a place for you to stay, and I have
provided a place for them [the birds] to stay. Find a way to coexist.” “Me and those birds,”
Min Tina told us, “We have to coexist. And, so does the church. We have to coexist with one
another, and with our wider community. This is God’s church, and we, the members,
represent Christ to all who come. God loves everyone. How will we witness for Him?” June
25, Pastor Irene said this: “We mustn’t use scripture from the Bible, tradition, reason, or
experience to hold down or oppress others. We are meant to be messengers of healing,
restoration.” How we witness will be subject of much discussion in coming months.
Meanwhile, this June has been a newsy month! Thank you, everyone who left me messages
and replied to my queries. Here goes: June 29, Pastor Irene Taylor becomes a new
homeowner! Alicia Carlile is Frisbie Senior Center’s new Program Coordinator; she finds/
schedules health and wellness events for older adults. Dave Uhrich, who comes with her to
worship, plays guitar with the band 97Nine. Kim Darling began teaching 3 crafting classes a
day for 6 weeks; Ana Novaes takes ESL classes at Truman College 4 afternoons/week. June
25, Cake Sunday, friends learned it was Ana’s birthday and broke into an impromptu ‘Happy
Birthday’ to her. Very fun. Donna Schroeder worshipped with us June 25; Donna comes from

Page 9

Good News From Gracie, continued...
TN (yes?) to visit family and also FUMC. Ed Blondell, a longtime member who lives
in Florida 7 months of the year (I overheard him say to someone) has been coming
to services in June, too. Ask Ed about his grandchildren; I’m told he enjoys being
with them when he’s here. Ask Anne & John Hardy and Jan Weber about their new
grandchildren, Riley (mom, Joanna Hardy), and Robert (parents David & Susan Weber). And
Nanette Strunk & Robert Fasco plan to wed, July 7!
Last month I mentioned FUMC members’ graduations and missed Minister Tina’s! In May she
received a Master in Spiritual Formation and Evangelism (and before that, in 2015, her Master
of Divinity) from Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary. While studying, Min Tina was
Assistant Registrar and PhD Coordinator at Garrett, served/serves FUMC as ministerial
assistant, and mom to MD (Mark Daniel) and Noni! Wow! Did she ever sleep? June 2, Karen,
Neal & Julia Boesche, Renee, Megan, Libby & Matt Edmondson, Mike Murphy, Leo, Levin &
Lethrese Rosete, Min Tina & Noni Shelton had dinner at Mr. Beef & Pizza followed by bowling,
to celebrate all their graduations (8th grade thru’ grad school). Mike baked some delicious
gluten free cupcakes, I’m told. Please tell me if your favorite graduate has earned an honor
he or she is especially proud of, so we may congratulate him/her. Julia Boesche (parents
Karen & Neal) was named a top athlete/scholar from Maine West, this year; Alison Tworek
(Donna & Ted) won MWHS’s Physical Education Dept. award; Bailey Radnitzer (Leigh & Keith),
won MWHS’s Art Dept. award.
Quiet ministries: Jan Weber served Communion with Bob Raczka, June 4; Jackie Pofahl’s
been greeting people in the vestibule, Sunday mornings. I overheard Jackie say her late
husband Ric enjoyed doing this too. Also in the vestibule, see Karen Boeshe’s new bulletin
board, “God uses ordinary people in super ways” and paper-and-cardboard ‘city’ heralding
Vacation Bible School, coming July 11. Please leave the city on display, Karen; I love playing
in it! Chuck Fabian, Karen & Neal Boesche, Erica Lake & girls cleaned the church, June 10.
Same day, Chuck and Arnie Ladd determined our old A/C needed repair. Arnie stayed until
mid-evening when repairs were finally completed, then came back at 5 a.m.(!) Sunday to be
sure the A/C was running. June 11, Don Ankeny drove in from vacation in WI to lead adult
Sunday school and provide sound for a.m. worship and a p.m. piano recital. Arnie Ladd,
Chad Kincheloe, and Audrey Nankervis too, yes? -- ushered people into the sanctuary this
month, and members of The Women’s Fellowship – including mother-and-daughter Lois &
Jean Jaderborg -- provided refreshments after worship. No-one has signed up to provide the
refreshments in July; anyone interested? Let Jen Southworth know.
Prayers are asked for: Noni Shelton, whose youth group, associated with the Vineyard
Christian Church of Evanston, departed in June on a mission trip to Mexico to bring a
Vacation Bible School experience to kids there. Prayers of thanks, for Mission Team members,
Don & Linda Trinite and son Joe, Jan Weber, Ceci Diaz, Laura Miller & daughter Hailey, Anne,
John & grandchildren Aaron Hardy and Arrielle Henderson, who spent June 10-17 at Camp
Boulder on the Rock, in Montana. Some are already sharing stories of service and fellowship
at camp, and I’m told Joe Trinite, whose singing and guitar-playing were so appreciated by
everyone at the camp, elected to remain there! He joins his brother Sam who has worked
there since shortly after he was on the 2015 FUMC mission trip. What a plan God must have
for them!
Continued on pg 11
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Good News From Gracie, continued...
We also pray for Joy Raczka, recovering and already back in worship June 11,
only two weeks or so after surgery! -- so glad to see her and also Karen Fitzgerald,
in church June 18 and 25th following her husband Shawn’s death June 6. June 9, the
sanctuary filled with folks wanting to remember Shawn and comfort and mourn with Karen
and her children Connie, Bobby, Jenny, and Michael. Members who attended were so
glad to see the ‘kids’ all grown up, and to meet Connie’s husband and son, and Bobby’s
wife. Deepest sympathies to the Fitzgerald family. And prayers, please, for Jen
Southworth’s Aunt Darlene, who is in Hospice care.
Continue to reach me via email at gracie.fumc@yahoo.com, or leave messages for me
with Jen in the office.
Yours Faithfully,

Gracie Mouse

Thank you ever so much to
all my First United Methodist
Church family of faith for all
your lovely cards, kind notes
and supportive concern for
me, especially in these last
months as my husband's
health declined. I am so
appreciative of the love
and prayers bestowed on me when Shawn passed away on June 6th, and I
thank all of you for attending his service on June 9th to be with me and our
family at such a sad time.
Pastor Irene visited Shawn often, and her eulogy was an amazing tribute to
his life. I loved Minister Tina's readings, Nander's beautiful singing and
music, Jen's superb work on the funeral service program, Arnie Ladd's work
on cooling down the church during the service, Mike Murphy's help with the
audio for the service, and all the lovely church ladies (Bev Zuccarini,
Jeanine Forney, Kim Darling, Jan Weber, Anne Hardy, Harolyn Thogersen
and Karen Boesche) who ushered and greeted guests and then made, set
up and served finger food to all---all of you did so much to make Shawn's
visitation and service so special and meaningful to me and to my family.
Thank you all, named and unnamed, from the bottom of my heart for
caring about me in such a special way. I love you all.
Karen Fitzgerald
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Answer: See page 6

Join us on Sundays!
9a.m. — Sunday School
Children, Youth & Adult Classes
10a.m. — Blended Worship
Nursery Care Available

First United Methodist Church
668 Graceland Avenue
Des Plaines, IL 60016
Phone: (847) 827-5561 Web: www.fumcdp.org
Email: fumcdesplaines@gmail.com
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Sunday
2

Monday
3

Tuesday
4

Wednesday
5

Thursday
6

Friday
7

10a: Ladies of
the Church

Office Closed
July 3 & 4

7p: Education
Meeting

Saturday
1
Piano Lessons
8a-12
3p:Childrens
Choir Rehearsal
8
10am: Spiritual
Formation
3p:Childrens
Choir Rehearsal

9

10

11

9a: Sun School
10a: Worship
11:30: Church
Council Mtg.
2pm: Mong.
Fellowship

5p: Praise Dance 9am: Prayer

16

17

18

9a: Sun School
10a: Worship
2pm: Mong
Fellowship

12pm: Martha’s
Circle

9am: Prayer

Piano Lessons
5:30pm: Bessie’s
3:30-8:15pm
Table
Vacation Bible
7p: Worship
School 5:30-8pm
Committee Mtg 6:30pm: Trustees
Mtg

5p: Praise Dance

12

13

Piano Lessons
3:30-8:15pm

14

Piano Lessons
3:30-7:15pm

Vacation Bible
Vacation Bible
Vacation Bible
School 5:30-8pm School 5:30-8pm School 5:30-8pm

19

Piano Lessons
3:30-8:15pm

25

9a: Sun School
10a: Worship
2pm: Mong.
Fellowship

5p: Praise Dance 9am: Prayer

30

31

5:30pm: Bessie’s Piano Lessons
Table
3:30-8:15pm

9a: Sun. School 5p: Praise Dance
10am: Worship 5:30pm: Bessie’s
Table

3p:Childrens
Choir Rehearsal

21

22

Piano Lessons
3:30-8:15pm

Piano Lessons
3:30-7:15pm

Piano Lessons
8a-12
10am: Spiritual
Formation

5:30pm: Bessie’s 6:30p: Finance
Table

24

Piano Lessons
8a-12

20

6:30p: Missions

23

15

3p:Childrens
Choir Rehearsal
26

27

28

Piano Lessons
3:30-8:15pm

Piano Lessons
3:30-7:15pm

29
Piano Lessons
8a-12
3p:Childrens
Choir Rehearsal

