
What’s Inside? 

 September 4th: Labor 
Day 

 September 10th: 
Northwest Symphony 
Woodwind Quintet 
Concert, 3:30pm 

 Sept. 10: Grandparents’ 
day 

 

 Sundays, 10am: 
Worship  

 

 Every Tue, 9am: Prayer 
Ministry - Prayer Room 

 Wednesdays 10am & 
6:30pm: Colossians Bible 
Study 

 Sept 9 & 23, 10am 
Spiritual Formation 

 Sept 17th: “Seeing Gray” 
Discussion Group meets 

Now I encourage you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: Agree with each other and don’t be divided into rival groups. Instead, 
be restored with the same mind and the same purpose (1 Cor. 1:10, CBE) 

 

I grew up in the segregated South. Most of my developmental year was lived 
out in the small town of Crowley, Louisiana. In spite of the dehumanizing effects 
of segregations, I grew up in a loving, caring, and compassionate community 
that instilled in me God's amazing love and compassion. Still, the hateful scars 
of segregation would also be a part of my formation. 
 

Thus, I was taught to be bold and courageous in the Lord. I grew up in a context 
in which all of my needs and most of my wants were provided. I grew up truly 
blessed and was loved and encouraged by many talented and gifted 
African Americans people who were my extended family. In those days, 
professionals and non-professionals lived in the same communities and stood 
together to overcome the devastating impact of a country that devalued and 
dehumanized my people. The love of my family, community, and church would 
create in me a passionate spirit for peace and justice for all people. The pursuit 
of a fuller awareness of the interconnectedness of love, peace, and justice 
continued to guide my spiritual growth. Therefore, the practice of love, peace, 
and justice is not optional for me; it is a mandate from God. The command to 
be restored with the same mind and the same purpose, was to be the guiding 
force of my life. Thus, Jesus’ command to love one another despite our 
differences was foundational to my Christian development. 
 

I came to understand humanity as being one people, God's people, united by 



God’s Spirit and Love. Faith taught me to see humanity through the eyes of God. Instead of fearing or feeling 
threatened by individuals' different cultures or backgrounds, I was drawn to them. The hope to live out the 
dream of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. - an esoteric dream. It was a vision of what our nation could become.  A 
dream that one day all of God’s children would join hands together and dwell in peace and harmony. Having 
the opportunity to meet and become friends with persons of diverse backgrounds was, to me, God’s way of 
confirming, the words of a song we would sing often in my small-town church, “He’s (God) Got the Whole 
World in His (God’s) Hands.” I would later painfully learn that not all people, not all Christians, believed as I 
did.  
 

So, it became my mission in life to be a bridge of love and compassion to help close that gap. It has been 
rough, but this is my life's calling. So, I continue to run this race, in spite of our shortcomings when it comes 
to loving God’s way. However, the events that occurred in Charlottesville and Houston (Hurricane Harvey) 
remind me of the constant struggle we have in attempting to restore the breech that exists among us by 
being of the same mind and the same purpose. Indeed, we are a tale of two cities, one ground in our earthy 
fears and faults and the other grounded in the peace and love of the God.  
 

The hate we saw in Charlottesville and the love we witnessed in Houston, (Hurricane Harvey) remind us of 
how double-minded our world is. The scripture warns us that double-minded people are unstable in all their 
ways (James 1:8). In spite of our knowing how to love deeply, we still find ourselves choosing the wrong path. 
The need to separate ourselves seems far greater than our need to come together.  
 

A couple of weeks before Hurricane Harvey hit our shores, there was a mean and ugly parade on the streets 
of America. Many felt as if they were trapped in the clutches of a kind of hatred that refuses to die. This 
display of hatred painted a picture that many thought we had overcome. Instead, had it only been swept 
under the rug, waiting for an opportune time. That generational curse that keeps tearing us apart had once 
again raised its ugly head. We saw many symbols and acts of violence that came from a place of self-
centeredness and fear. Some would simply define what we witnessed as hatred, but hate comes from a place 
of fear. Fear, that which separates and divide, acts in the same way as sin.  Fear is not from or of God, thus it 
cannot produce good fruit. Hatred lives because we keep feeding it, by our refusal to do the necessary 
healing work that will set us free. We must stop wishing it away or smoothing over it with vague words like I 
love everybody. This philosophical love is simply an abstract concept that we dearly hold on to, to avoid doing 
the hard work of restoration that leads to Godly love. God love is real and has the power to change our 
thinking. Yes, this healing work is painful, but the new child that it will produce is worth the labor pains. The 
stories of Charlottesville and Houston demonstrate how deep the divide runs and at the same time, what we 
can become if we allow God’s love to transform our lives. 
 

Then, on the back of a demonstration of hate and division, Hurricane Harvey visited us, and it showed us how 
deep God’s love flows in all of humanity. A disaster of huge proportions awakens in us God’s love, 
compassion, peace, and justice. Therefore, I ask, why does it seem that the only time we can be the people 
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God’s love and hope for humanity is when we are about to be destroyed? Why can’t we be the loving and 
caring people Christ calls us to be at all times? Is the need for earthly power and authority greater than the 
blessings of love and peace that God promises to all? 
 

In Houston, we witnessed people doing what people ought to do: reaching out to help one another and using 
all the resources at their disposal to save and rescue others. We witnessed the Kingdom of Heaven being 
ushered into our presence. There were no signs of hate or signs or symbols that divide us. In fact, the only 
visible signs we saw were in acts of grace and mercy. All the people of God were resting in the palm of God’s 
mighty hand and there was room for everyone. In the tale of the City of Houston, the love of God, dwelling in 
God’s people, outshined the evil works of the enemy.  Scripture also reminds us that the enemy comes only to 
steal, kill, and destroy. The Word of God assures us that Christ came so that we could have life and that we 
could live life to the fullest. Our restoration and hope for a better future rests in our faith and hope in Christ 
Jesus.  
 

What did we learn? The woes of free-will. The two paths remain: the path of love and hate. In spite of our 
shortcomings, God’s love for us still trusts us to choose the path of love. Why? Because God knows that love 
conquers all fear. It is love that will set us free, not fear. Let us not forget that we are the Body of Christ, and 
we have been claimed by God’s saving grace through Jesus Christ. Therefore, if we are truly followers of Christ, 
we cannot walk with one foot in God’s realm and the other in Satan’s. We are called to make a choice. If we 
claim Jesus, then we are one with each other, one with Christ, and one with God. Anything less is to be 
trapped in sin. 
 

In spite of God’s creative will and power to give us the blessed gift of diversity, we were created as a whole, 
one body. By embracing our differences, we demonstrate that it is in our differences, not our sameness, that 
God’s love is most manifested. We must learn to watch and pray to avoid the pitfalls of this world. Therefore, 
let us remain awake. We cannot fall asleep. Too much is at stake. This evil that keeps trying to destroy us will 
win if we fall asleep. As believers, we are the Body of Christ, and the Word of God says that nothing can 
separate us from the love of Christ. When we see with the compassionate eyes of God, we need not deny our 
differences to have unity with each other. 
 

When we see the world and others through the eyes of God, we can see more clearly the pain and suffering of 
others and are moved to be God’s agents of help and hope in times of need and sorrow. When we see others 
through the lens of God, we can no longer be silent in the midst of injustice that harms God’s people. We can 
no longer justify wrong as right and right as wrong. We can no longer talk to only those people for whom we 
have an affinity. To overcome those things that divide us, we must read books and attend seminars that 
challenge our way of thinking. These are the tools and resources God has made available to us, so that we can 
tear down those walls that prevent our restoration.  (I have discovered that most new shoes hurt when I first 
wear them, but after a while, they become comfortable. I find that I live in them as long as I can, and then I 
realize I need to start the process over, with yet a new pair of shoes.) All of us need to read and talk to people 
who challenge our way of thinking, even if it is painful at times. The pain will ease. This battle is worth it. In 
which of the two cities do you live? 
 

Lastly, be a Born Again, Christian by refusing to accept wrong as right and right as wrong. Be a Born Again, 
Christian by refusing to take the easy pathway of conforming to the way of the world. Instead, be bold enough 
to take the road less traveled. Let us be a Born Again, Christian by allowing the Spirit to transform us into new 
creations by the renewing of our minds. Let us not wait for another disaster before we show others the love, 
peace, compassion, and justice of our Lord and Savior. 
 

Now I encourage you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ: Agree with each other and 
don’t be divided into rival groups. Instead, be restored with the same mind and the same purpose (1 Cor.1:10, 
CBE) 
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Chair: Burke Oehrlein     
Next Meeting: August 15th, 6:30pm 

News from the Finance Committee 

Gifts given to God through FUMC 
    

Six Months Ended July 31, 2017 

 Budget Actual Variance 

Offerings  $171,868 $132,068  $     (39,800) 

Expenses        $155,754 $117,783 37,971 

Apportionment          $16,114           $16,114                    -  

     Net    $        (1,829) 

    

Month of July 2017 

 Budget Actual Variance 

Offerings    $      24,553   $      18,743   $       (5,810) 

Expenses          22,251           17,317             4,934 

Apportionment            2,302             2,302                    -  

     Net    $         (876) 

We have received two 
donations to our 
Endowment Fund 
which now has a 
balance of $158,307. 

We have a balance in 
the Roof and Building 
Repair Fund of 
$109,522. 

The Roof and Building 
Repair Pledge, to date, 
is $131,490. 

The communion offering for September will benefit 
UMVIM-North Central Jurisdiction (#901375).   UMVIM
-NCJ (United Methodist Volunteers in Mission-North 
Central Jurisdiction) is charged with resourcing 
individuals, teams, leaders, and UMVIM projects in this 
jurisdiction. This office maintains a future teams list, 
sends out e-newsletters, and maintains the National 
Project List. It also assists Emergency Response 
Training (ERT) and VIM leader 
training. umvimncj.org.  A few of the mission teams 
from this church at one time or another chose their 
mission work through UMVIM.  It is a great resource when looking for a place to do mission 
work.  

September Communion Offering 
We are supporting  UMVIM -NCJ 

United Methodist Volunteers in Mission - North Central Jurisdiction 

http://umvimncj.org/


Christian Education Chair: Karen Boesche 
Next Meeting: September 12th - 7pm 
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Wham! Boom! Wow! Ka’Power’ at 
VBS 2017! 

  
  

At Hero Central, we introduced our VBS young people ways to be 
heroes for God.  We learned, God’s Heroes have Heart, Courage, 
Wisdom, Hope and Power! 
  
Our VBS week started off with a favorite Bible story from 1 Samuel and featured young David.  
Why did God choose David to be anointed by Samuel as the new king?  (1 Samuel 16:7.)  
Answer: God saw David’s heart and knew he would be the best leader!  Through this Bible story, 
our young VBS Heroes (and ‘She’roes) learned that what really matters to God, is what’s in our 
hearts.    
  
Hmm… What really matters to God is what’s in our hearts!  
  
Many at FUMC felt the tug on what was in their ‘hearts’ and accepted a super challenge to 
volunteer at VBS by a sharing of their gifts, including that of time, and energy.  For 4 evenings in 
mid-July, volunteers were busy teaching the children “discovering strength in God” through 
Bible stories, music, crafts, science and games.  And even started off each session with a yummy 
family supper! 
  
At Hero Central VBS 2017, we helped 33 young people, 
and 10 youth / young adult volunteers discover how to 
live out the Hero Verse from Psalms 34:14b. “Do good! 
Seek peace and go after it!” 
  
I invite you to check out (and continue to check out) the 
VBS Celebration Instant Replay link below.    
http://www.fumcdp.org/vacation-bible-school.html  
  
Viewing the link, I can’t help but to give thanks 
continually!  God is good and HE’s working through us at 
FUMC.  I am grateful to HIM, and also all involved during 
Hero Central VBS 2017, i.e. adult volunteers, the 10 
youth / young adult volunteers, and the young VBS Hero 
participants.   
  
In closing, as we officially begin the new school year, 
may we continue to ask God for wisdom and guidance in ways we can be heroes to those placed 
in our paths.  And may we also have a heart like David to “Do good! Seek peace and go after it!” 

Hannah 
Bible Story: 1 Samuel 1:1-2; 11:18-21 

 
God calls Samuel 

Bible Story: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 
 

Samuel the Judge 
Bible Story: 1 Samuel 7:2-17 

 
Choosing a King 

Bible Story: 1 Samuel 8:1-22; 10:17-24  

Sept's Sunday School 
studies feature Samuel! 
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Pinwheels for Peace, the movement, started as an art installation 
project September 21 in 2005 by Ann Ayers and Ellen McMillan, art 
teachers at Monarch High School in Coconut Creek, Florida, as a way 
for their students to express their feelings about what is going on in 
the world and in their lives.  The project was quickly embraced by the 
students and the entire school community and by millions of art 
teachers, teachers, parents, children and adults who desire peace in 
our world.  Since then, it has grown from 500,000 pinwheels planted 
the first year, to four million pinwheels in 2014!   
  
FUMC’s Sunday School classes are joining the movement!  Will you 
too?  
  
Pinwheel-making templates are available on fumcdp.org.  Be creative 
when decorating and assembling the pinwheels.  Place stickers, draw 
or write messages on them, if you wish.  
  
Pinwheel making kits are also available (see Education Ministry).  
These kits also include a prayer request card.  Your completed 
pinwheels and prayer cards should be returned to the church office by 
Thursday, Sept. 14.   
  
Sunday, Sept. 17, FUMC’s Sunday School classes will “plant” these 
pinwheels on our front lawn and offer up prayers for peace.  These 
"planted" pinwheels will serve as a visual reminder, all week long, that 
we may be instruments of joy and peace in our communities / homes, 
despite the disorder and violence we may witness or hear about.  It is 
our hope at FUMC, to make a visual statement about our desire for 
peace—freedom of conflict—the way Jesus would want all of us to 
lead our lives. 



Mission Chairs: Laura Miller & Linda Trinite  

Next Meeting: September 19th — 6:30pm 
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September Dine N Share 

Wednesday Sept 27th 4-7pm  
Potbelly’s in Metropolitan Square 

downtown Des Plaines 

Fresh Sandwiches, Skinnys, Salads, Soups, Sides & Chips, Desserts, Shakes 
& Smoothies, Beverages, and Breakfast.  So much to choose from! 
25% of  our sales will go to help support our church’s missions 

Handing someone a full backpack who has 
NOTHING at times a complete "game changer" for 
them. Not only because the items help them have 
a better day but the act of kindness also can spark 
something inside of them. That spark can lead to 
a flame, and that flame can often turn into a fire! 

 

Saturday November 11th our congregation will head 
out into the streets of Chicago equipped with 
backpacks filled with HOPE and a few survival 
items.  Lunch and attending the 5pm worship 
service at the United Methodist Temple will also be 
on the itinerary.  Mark your calendars and watch for 
more information about Giving Back Packs. 

 
Proverbs 31:20 She opens her hand to the poor and 

reaches out her hands to the needy. 

I'm broke 
I'm alone 

I'm hurting 
I'm depressed 
I'm homeless. 

 
I'm dirty 

I'm hungry 
I'm invisible 

I'm sad 
I'm homeless. 

 
You saw me 

You smiled at me 
You spoke to me 
You lifted me up 
You changed me 

 
You brought me to life 

I woke up different today 
 

You lit a fire in me 
I walk with purpose today 

You were kind to me 
I'm not homeless today 

GIVING BACKPACKS 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+31%3A20&version=ESV
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LITURGISTS 

September 3: Anne Cowin 
September 10: Leo Rosete 

September 17: Nanette Fasco 
September 24: Anne Cowin 

USHERS  
Audrey Nankervis & Dave Duncan 

JOIN US FOR:  
 

Quiet Prayer Time with Pastor Irene 

Tuesday Mornings at 9am   

 

"Let's talk about Prayer and  

Different Ways to Pray"  with Minister Tina   

2nd & 4th Saturdays of the month at 10am  

Worship Committee Chair: Tina Shelton  
Next Meeting:  September , 7:00pm 

September 
Fellowship Time Attendants 

FUMC Youth 

Rice Bowls Donation Quiz 
FUMC Donated How Much Money to 

RiceBowls.org in July & August? 

A. $237.65 

B. $102.55 

C. $367.75  

D. $512.86 

Answer: See Page 12 
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Good News From Gracie the Church Mouse 

July 30, Youth Sunday, members of our Youth Choir – Serena & Sabrina Cargill and Armani Prince -- sang 
“Hear Us as We Pray,” and Serena sang “How Great is Our God” solo.  What appropriate lyrics for the 
weeks that followed!  Thank you, girls, and also Libby & Matt Edmondson, and Noni Shelton, who shared in 
parts of that Sunday’s worship service.  Thanks also to Minister Tina Shelton, Nander & Ana Novaes, and 

Deacon Artie Murray (praise dance), for many hours spent with the youth. 

The first weeks of August were so joyful.  Two weddings filled our church with happy, laughing, rejoicing friends and 
family: Don Trinite (parents Don & Linda) wed Kristin Romani, July 29; and, Aug. 4, Megan Edmondson (parents Randy & 
Renee) married Ryan Pullman.  Best wishes to the newlyweds.  Aug. 6, during Communion Sunday worship, two 
members of the Adult Choir, Jackie Pofahl and Ellie Seegers, sang a duet, “In the Breaking of the Bread,” perfect for 
that day.  We’ve missed this choir and their director, Karen Bruchman, during their summer hiatus.  Aug. 6 -11, church 
family kids Serena & Sabrina Cargill, Skyye Redrick, Yadira Leyva, Dakota Jackson, Nathaly Herrera, and Armani Prince 
were at a Performing Arts Camp at Wesley Woods, Williams Bay, having a wonderful time.  Karen Boesche, Nathaly 
Herrera's mom Blanca, Erica Lake, Gloria Ludwig, and Jan Weber traveled to the camp to enjoy the campers' last-day 
performances; the girls greeted them with hugs, stories, and giggles.  Aug. 13, Serena, Sabrina, Dakotah and Skyye 
appeared in bright dresses to dance in praise, during worship; Deacon Artie, their instructor, was also present.  Aug. 20, 
during our annual Blessing of the Backpacks observance, Pastor blessed 17 youngsters starting the new school year -- 
Tyler & Colin Hardy, Noni Shelton, Toby, Jed & Rob Juarez, Serena & Sabrina, Skyye, Dakotah, Yadira & Osmar Leyva, 
Mia Yelich, Arrielle Henderson, Tyler Goytia, Nathaly, and Kaithlyn Aragon.  And we can remember how much of the 
world appeared to pause in awe, during the Aug. 21 solar eclipse.  These events were celebratory. 

But these were not: the Aug. 12 Riot in Charlottesville, Va., which exposed long-simmering conflicts in our country, and, 
Hurricane Harvey, which made landfall Aug. 25 and wreaked havoc in Texas for days.  These events reveal we have 
much work to do, and much to pray for, that we may be agents of peace and healing in the face of man-made and 
natural disasters.  “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,” the prayer goes.  Imagine what Heaven on Earth might be like 
if we were all to be as Jesus envisioned -- a place where we came together in peace, love, and brotherhood. 

To equip us for the challenge, Pastor Irene Taylor proposed we study Adam Hamilton’s book, Seeing Gray in a World of 
Black and White.  The first class met Aug. 20; future classes will meet the third Sunday of coming months at 3 p.m.  All 
are welcome.  Call Jen Southworth if you don’t have the text yet; come even if you haven’t a copy of the book to see 
what the class is about.  Explore how your thinking has been shaped, how perceptions affect what you say and do, the 
effect of your words and actions on others.  

What is in your heart?  Do your words emanate from a place of love?  In their sermons, Pastor Irene and Min Tina 
encourage us to look within, focus on God, and on the ‘big picture.’  E.g., on Aug. 19, campground residents and visitors 
including several from FUMC gathered for a worship service at the Des Plaines Methodist Campground’s hotel (their 
usual meeting place is being repaired), and heard  Pastor Irene Taylor deliver a sermon entitled, "Our Words Reveal 
What is in Our Hearts.”  Minister Tina Shelton followed on Aug. 20, asking us to examine the familiar lines ‘Sticks and 
stones may break my bones, but words will never break me,’ which are so misleading.  Words can cause such harm. 

Back at FUMC, speaking and acting from a place of love, our grateful church family surprised Minister Tina Shelton with a 
reception honoring her year’s service with us.  Adults and youth alike were bowled over the first time we heard her 
speak, back on Aug. 28, 2016, and she continues to inspire us.  Someone told the reception planners Min Tina loves 
strawberry shortcake, so they obliged.  It was divine!  Happy 1st anniversary, Min Tina! 

GOOD NEWS: Cindy Yelich and daughter Mia have worshipped with us, this summer, and now Mia has joined the 
Youth Choir.  She, Serena, Sabrina, Nathaly, Dakotah, Yadira & Osmar Leyva and Skyye sang “Sanctuary,” during worship, 
Aug. 20.  Coincidentally, Mia went to Camp Wesley Woods the same time our other children attended.  Or … was it a 
‘coincidence’?  God works in so many ways … 

Aug. 6, I overheard Judy Clutters telling friends she has retired, and, Aug. 27, Bill Knopf announced Karen Bruchman’s 
retirement.  Judy said she would be in worship and volunteering more, and everyone smiled.  But news of Karen’s 
retirement was received with mixed emotions, as she has so ably led the Adult choir these last four years, and her 
departure is a great loss.  The church family thanks Karen for sharing her gifts of music and song with us and hopes she 
will return for visits. 
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We’ve had quite a number of visitors this month, including, on Aug. 20, Methodist Campground residents 
Barbara Pierce and Joan Flanagan, enthusiastically greeted by Jo & Walt Dibbern, who met and invited 
them, the day before.  On Aug. 27 Min Tina’s uncle and aunt Oliver and Emma Ruff came to worship and 
mark their niece’s first anniversary with FUMC.  I tried to catch the names of two other aunts who 

accompanied the Ruffs, but there were so many conversations going on in the parlor, I couldn’t hear.  I was able to 
eavesdrop more successfully (from behind a piano) on some Adult Sunday school classes.  Erica Lake led that class on 
Aug. 20, and Harolyn Thogersen, on Aug. 27, while Don Ankeny, the group’s customary leader, was away.  They’re 
studying the Book of John; discussions are lively, thoughtful.  Marion Mott-Dodge sat in on the July 30 session; everyone 
was so pleased to spend the hour with her.  If you would like to visit or join this class, you will be most welcome.  We give 
thanks for this news: Jim & June Blue are home and doing well; and, Jim Forney (Janine’s husband) and Brenda Wilson 
(Pastor Brad’s Mrs.) are also at home, doing better, after hospitalizations.  Pray, please, for Robert Fasco, now in 
Hospice, and for his wife Nanette, and for all others whose needs have or have not been expressed. 

QUIET MINISTRIES:  August’s ushers were Donna Catlett, Matt Edmondson, Arnie Ladd, and Audrey Nankervis.  
Everyone, I hear Matt is collecting metal cans for recycling; would you help, please?  And remember the weeding project 
Harolyn proposed last month?  The western boundary of the church parking lot has all been weeded!  Harolyn says our 
custodian, John Uselding, did all of it.   John also removed enough spent plant material, pinecones, weeds, and other 
debris from the rest of the church’s grounds and window wells to fill two dumpsters!  Want to see?  John has pictures!  
Good thing I wasn’t lurking under a shrub; John might’ve scooped me into a dumpster, too! 

Some weeks ago, I overheard a conversation between two ladies at the top of the stairs 
leading from the back entry at ground level, to first floor of the church.  “Oh, look!” Jen 
Southworth exclaimed.  “I never noticed there are crosses in the railings before!” 
Later, I edged over to peer down, and sure enough, crosses are evident in the metal 
railing supports.  So I sent a message to Arnie Seegers, who I recalled designed the 
church’s family entry: “Can you tell me about this?”  Mr. Seegers replied, “This was a 
part of the original design for the handrail in the new entry.” “Did you design it?” I 
asked.  “Yes this [is a] design I incorporated into this project.”  At that time, he said, 
“the design process was done mainly by hand drafting” and that his son, also an 
architect, now, “work[ed] with me on this project [and] careful thought was given to all 
detail on the new entry [and,] it was my pleasure to be able to enhance the access to 
our beautiful church.”  Thank you Arnie, and your son.  We all enjoy this handsome, 
accessible entryway, and its special appointments, too, like the crosses in the railings. 

 Do you remember Aunty Shrew, in the Secret of Nimh, referring to a ‘verry, verry odd 
family’?  Sue Lambert who has a unique family too, has written a sweet story about her 
unusual family members.  In 1994, Sue told family and friends she had a new adopted daughter -- Mithra, a giraffe!  
When Mithra gave birth, Sue sent announcements saying she now had a grandson, Kio, bragging “just a little bit, about 

his … weight, 150 pounds, height, 6 feet.”  Kio, “transferred to the Milwaukee Zoo 
because he would have become competitive with his father, Lukoro … the 
dominant male at Brookfield,” passed away in “2002 … at age 8,” Sue writes.  Kio 
sired two calves -- a male (Mark), and a female, making Sue a great-grandmother.  
Sue then sponsored Malinde, Mark’s mother, until Malinde’s death in 2012 at age 
28, and currently sponsors Bahatika, a male who arrived at the Milwaukee Zoo in 
2006 … who also has offspring.  Still ‘mom’ to Mithra, who resides at Brookfield 
Zoo, Sue calls Bahatika “a friend of the family.”   

Speaking of odd families, a BEAR is a member of church family – Patches!  Patches 
has a special interest to share with you, beginning (elsewhere in) this issue of the 

Messenger.  Take a look! 

And now, an opportunity:  Would you like to be Gracie for a month?  I will be on vacation and would appreciate someone
(s) to collect good news about our church and its members from Oct. 20-Nov. 20.  Take some notes, organize them into 

Good News From Gracie, continued... 

Continued... 
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an essay a page or two long, and send it to Jen Southworth around Nov. 20 for inclusion in the December 
issue of the Messenger.  You can be anonymous or not, as you wish.  Any member(s) or church group may 
do this.  To volunteer, tell Jen Southworth, FUMC office, or contact me at  Gracie.FUMC@Yahoo.com.    

 

P.S. Remember your grandparents!  National Grandparents Day is Sunday, Sept. 10. 

Good News From Gracie, continued... 

Yours Faithfully,     Gracie Mouse 

 Bible Study Begins September 9th! 

This study is designed to help you understand Scripture in 

fresh ways under the guidance of one of the world's leading 

New Testament scholars. Thoughtful questions, prayer 

suggestions, and useful background and cultural information 

all guide you or a group more deeply into God's Word. Discover 

how you can participate more fully in God's kingdom.  

We have books available for $7.00!   

Sign up for the 10am or 6:30pm class by contacting Jen: 

fumcdesplaines@gmail.com or 847-827-5561 

NORTHWEST SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA &  

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF DES PLAINES PRESENT 

The NSO Woodwind Quintet 

September 10, 2017, 3:30pm  

 

 

 

 

A free will offering will be shared between the NSO and FUMC of DP. 

http://webmail.earthlink.net/wam/ContactCategorySendmail?contactid=6824441690&x=-164245527
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Very recently in Virginia, a young woman gave her life for the struggle of peace and justice 

for all people. Many of us, never imagined that we as nation we would be in this place. But 

here we are. We fell asleep, thinking and believing that our work was done. 

So again, we are trying our best to live up to our Christian calling to practice, peace, love 

and justice. This sounds good but it takes a lot of hard work to make the dream of unity a 

reality in our very diverse world. It requires more than giving lip service to a cause. It 

demands action.   

To this end, I want to suggest that FUMC-Des Plaines be proactive by educating and 

equipping ourselves with tools and resources that will help us to address some of these 

painful and difficult issues. Therefore, I propose that we study and discuss Adam 

Hamilton’s book: “Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White.”  

In this book Hamilton reflects on thoughts on Religion, Morality and Politics. It is my hope 

that Hamilton’s book will help us find common ground and meaningful and effective ways 

to dialogue about our differences and our commonalities.  As we seek ways to be faithful 

to our calling as followers of Christ, I propose that we get together to dialogue and 

discuss the topics in the book.  

I am offering myself as facilitator and propose that we 

meet once a month on the 3rd Sunday at 3:00pm. 

I hope you will participate in the dialogue and discussion 

group. Buying and reading the book is optional but 

highly encouraged.  ($18 on Amazon) 

The next gathering will be on September 17th. 

You need not register, or have the book, just show 

up.  

Please invite your friends beyond the walls of the church 

to join us in this endeavor. Let’s grow and learn together. 

Pastor Irene  Taylor 

Seeing Gray 
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Join us on Sundays! 
 

9a.m. — Sunday School  
Children, Youth & Adult Classes 

 

10a.m. — Blended Worship  
Nursery Care Available 

 

First United Methodist Church 
668 Graceland Avenue  
Des Plaines, IL 60016 

 

Phone: (847) 827-5561 Web: www.fumcdp.org              
Email: fumcdesplaines@gmail.com 

Hello! 
 
My name is Patches, and I am a patchwork 
bear.  Friends have mentioned that I remind 
them of Joseph’s coat of many colors, or a cozy 
patchwork quilt.  Both ideas make me think 
about snuggling up with a good book.   
 

Lately I have been busy exploring our FUMC library in the parlor. There are wonderful 
books here on living your faith, the power of prayer, celebrating life and inspirational stories and biographies.  
We have lots of fun children’s stories to share, too. 
 

For many years Donna Catlett’s mother, June Griessmer, was our devoted church librarian, ordering and 
cataloging books, and writing reviews.  Judy Stettner helped her as time went on.  Many of our books have 
been given to us by members of our congregation.  A few years ago, our library was strengthened when our 
United Methodist Women generously donated their collection, for all to enjoy. 
 

I’d like to encourage everyone to stop by and check us out!  Just sign your name on the book card and drop 
the card in our library box on the shelf. 
 

Here are a couple of books that you might be interested in: 
 

Stone Soup for the World: Life-Changing Stories of Everyday Heroes by Marianne Larned. - c 2002 - Call # 
177.7LAR  “A collection of 100 stories of ordinary people doing extraordinary things.” Stone Soup Director 
 

When God Doesn’t Make Sense: Holding on to Your Faith by Dr. James Dobson  -  
c 1993 - Call number 230 DOB 
“An immensely practical book for those who are struggling with trials and heartaches they can’t understand.”   
Dr. James Dobson 
 

Please stop by our Library Corner soon!  Your patchwork friend,  Patches. The libearian 

Rice Bowls Donation Quiz Answer: 

C. $367.75 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 

1 
  
 
 
Piano Lessons 
3:30-8:15pm 
 

2 
 
Piano Lessons  
8a-12  
 
3p:Youth Choir 
Rehearsal   

3 
 

9a: Sun School 
10a: Worship 
 

4 
 

LABOR DAY 
 - office closed 

5 
 

9a: Prayer 
 
Piano Lessons 
3:30-8:15pm 
 
 

6 
 

10a: Bible Study 
 
10a:Ladies of the 
Church 
 
6:30p: Bible Study 
 

7 
 
 
Piano Lessons 
3:30-8:15pm 

8 
 
 
Piano Lessons 
3:30-8:15pm 
 
 

9 
 

Piano Lessons  
8a-12  
 
10am: Spiritual 
Formation 
 
3p:Childrens 
Choir Rehearsal  

10 
 

9a: Sun School 
10a: Worship 
11:30: Church 
Council Mtg. 
 
3:30p: NSO 
Woodwind 
Quintet  

11 
 

9:30a: Mom’s 
Day Out 
 

12pm: Martha’s 
Circle 
 

5p: Praise Dance 
 

5:30p: Bessie’s 
Table 

12 
 

9a: Prayer 
 

Piano Lessons 
3:30-8:15pm 
 

6:30p: Trustees 
Mtg 
 
7p: Education 
Meeting 

13 
 

10a: Bible Study 
 
6:30p: Bible Study 

14 
 

9:30a: Mom’s 
Day Out 
 
Piano Lessons 
3:30-8:15pm 

15 
 

9:30a: Mom’s 
Day Out 
 
Piano Lessons 
3:30-8:15pm 

16 
 

 
Piano Lessons  
8a-12  
 
3p:Childrens 
Choir Rehearsal  

17 
 

9a: Sun School 
10a: Worship 
3p: Seeing Gray 
Discussion 

18 
 

9:30a: Mom’s 
Day Out 
 

5p: Praise Dance 
 

5:30p: Bessie’s 
Table 

19 
 

9a: Prayer 
 

Piano Lessons 
3:30-8:15pm 
 

6:30p: Missions  
 

6:30p: Finance  
 

20 
 

 10a: Bible Study 
 
6:30p: Bible Study 

21 
 

9:30a: Mom’s 
Day Out 
 
Piano Lessons 
3:30-8:15pm 
  
 

22 
 

9:30a: Mom’s 
Day Out 
 
Piano Lessons 
3:30-7:15pm  

23 
Piano Lessons  
8a-12  
 

10am: Spiritual 
Formation 
 

3p:Childrens 
Choir Rehearsal  

24 
 

9a: Sun. School 
10am: Worship 
 

25 
 

9:30a: Mom’s 
Day Out 
 

5p: Praise Dance 
 

5:30p: Bessie’s 
Table 

26 
 

Piano Lessons 
3:30-8:15pm 

27 
 

10a: Bible Study 
 
6:30p: Bible Study 

28 

9:30a: Mom’s 
Day Out 
 

Piano Lessons 
3:30-8:15pm 

29 

9:30a: Mom’s 
Day Out 

30 

Piano Lessons  
8a-12  
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