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What’s Happening in January? 

 Jan. 1:  Happy New 
Year! 

 Jan. 15: Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Birthday (ob.) 

 Jan. 20: Feed My 
Starving Children 
(Schaumburg) 

 Jan. 7: Communion 
Sunday Worship - 10am 

 

 

 Every Tue, 9am: Prayer 
Ministry - Prayer Room 

 Jan. 9, 10am Spiritual 
Formation 

 Wednesday Bible Study - 
begins January 24th 

 Sunday Bible Study - 
meets at 9am in Library 
Annex. 

Worship Study Live 

The words of the hymn, “How I Got Over,” gives witness to God’s faithfulness to humanity 
throughout time. It is a testimony to God’s abiding presence and provisions through 
seasons of plenty and through seasons of scarcity. Born in a time of sorrow and pain for 
many, gospel writer, Clara Ward, in 1951, penned the words to this hymn. Still today it 
remains the testimony of many people of faith. One’s hope for the future comes from 
knowing and believing God’s plan and purpose for our lives will be fulfilled. As we enter 
2018, surely we can agree with the faithful testimony and join them in proclaiming, “My 
soul looks back and wonders how I got over.”  In response, we too proclaim, “God is 
faithful and trustworthy!” 

 

There is no doubt, God has brought us through many changing situations on this journey 
of faith. Still, through the ups and downs, the joys and the sorrows, we continue to stand 
in faith waiting for the transformation of God’s Kingdom here on earth. In our waiting, 
God calls us to wait prayerfully and actively for the healing of our land. As the disciples of 
Jesus, we are called to be co-laborers with Jesus in today’s vineyard.  

 

We must work diligently to help usher in a place of love, peace, and mercy, where all can 
dwell together as the beloved community of God. In our endeavor to be God’s faithful 
disciples, there are three things I pray God would grant us this year: a heart of love, peace, 

GOD’S PLAN AND PURPOSE WILL PREVAIL 

 

Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the LORD’S purpose that prevails.”  

                                                                                                            (Proverbs 19:21) 

My soul looks back and wonders. How I got over! 
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and unity; a spirit of thanksgiving and generosity; and a Spirit of abiding faith and confidence in God. With each of these 
attributes of God, we can do great works of mercy in the name of Jesus to help usher in God’s transformative love and mercy.  
However, achieving this goal calls for a radical change in how we understand 
God’s plan and purpose for our lives. 

 

What plans have your made for this New Year? Before you finalize those plans, 
let me caution you about your plans. You may want to check with God to see 
what God thinks about your plans. God’s plan may surprise you; it may be 
radically different from your plan. The wisdom writer of the Book of Proverbs 
tells us, “Many are the plans in a person's heart, but it is the LORD's purpose 
that prevails.” (Proverbs 19:21) Thus, checking in with God might be a good 
idea, for all blessings flow from God. Without God on our side, we are destined 
for failure and disappointments. News flash: God has a plan and a purpose for 
your life. 

 

Think about it. Solomon tells us that many are the plans in a person’s heart. This 
we know to be true because we are constantly jumping from one thing to 
another. We often approach life as if we are the authors and finishers of life. 
However, most of us know better. Life is hard enough with God on our side; the 
thought of running this race without God means that we are destined for failure 
and disappointment. We make hundreds of plans without seeking God’s 
wisdom, but we are quick to blame God when our plans fall short. Or we cry out 
to God to rescue us. 

 

This year, let us give our plans to God for God’s approval. And let us be attentive about seeking out God’s purpose for our lives. 
How do we know when God approves of our plans? It is simple. If our plans align with the Word of God, then we are within the 
will of God. God will never go against God’s own Word. The Word and the Spirit of God give us both affirmation and 
confirmation concerning our plans. However, the will of God does not always make us feel comfortable. Nor does it mean life 
will go as we plan or hope. There will be some perplexing and difficult times, but God will be with us. And God will guide us 
through these times. God uses all of our experiences as an opportunity to mature and fine-tune us for the journey. None of 
life's journey is wasted; God takes our mistakes, our failures and turns it into new possibilities. 

 

While there may be nothing wrong with our plans, the critical question is: Will it lead to the Lord’s purpose for your life? We 
are God’s creations and God has created each one of us with purpose. What has God purposed inside of you? This year, how 
will you seek to collaborate with God’s plans for your life? Again, here are the three things I pray God would grant us this year: 
a heart of love, peace, and unity; a spirit of thanksgiving and generosity; and a spirit of abiding faith and confidence in God; for 
these will help us live in such a way that God’s purpose will prevail and all of God’s people will be blessed.  

 

Let’s start with a heart of love and mercy. Our world is in dire need of God’s love and mercy. We want peace for our world, but 
are we instruments of God’s peace, love, and mercy? How can we make godly decisions if we do not know what God requires of 
us? In our time of study and worship, we have heard time and time again that God's ways are radically different than the 
world’s ways. Yet, we blindly follow the way of the world. When we choose to stand on the side of the Lord, it often creates 
upheaval or discomfort, but there is peace within our hearts because we know it is what God requires of us. God does not 
despise the rich or the poor; God despises our failure to be agents of God’s grace and mercy towards others. 

 

As faithful United Methodists, we remember the words of John Wesley, who defined grace as God's "bounty, or favour: his free, 
undeserved favour, ... man having no claim to the least of his mercies. It was free grace that ‘formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into him a living soul,' and stamped on that soul the image of God, and ‘put all things under his feet.' ... 
For there is nothing we are, or have, or do, which can deserve the least thing at God's hand" (See Interpreter Magazine, Oct-
November 2017). Love is living a life full of grace and mercy and remembering that God looks beyond our failures and extends 
grace and mercy to us. Grace and mercy comes from a heart of love and compassion. What God extends to us, we must freely 
extend to others. 

 



The second attribute I pray God will develop in us this year is the spirit of thanksgiving and generosity. God is the giver of all 
things and God has blessed us to be a blessing. But we often get it twisted, thinking that what we have is our and that we 
worked hard to achieve our blessings. Blessings don’t come because we work hard. Our blessings come because of God's 
generosity. Yes, God honors our hard work, but it is our faithfulness that gets God's attention. Generosity comes from a place 
of faithfulness. Generosity acknowledges that our blessings come from God’s unconditional love towards us. It is not our 

plans that lead to our blessings, it is what the Lord has purpose for our 
lives that prevails. Our purpose is to be the ones who extend God’s 
generosity where it is needed. The Lord’s purpose always prevails!  

 

Our blessings have a lot to do with God’s plan and purpose for our lives. 
We are not where we are in life because we are better than others or 
smarter than others. No, we are where we are because of God’s grace, 
which teaches, “Many are the plans in a person's heart, but it is the 
LORD's purpose that prevails.” (Proverbs 19:21) Whatever our plans or 
the things we commit ourselves to, God’s plan will prevail. Thus, it is 
better to flow with the Lord than to be out there on our own. 

 

The third attribute is a Spirit of abiding faith and confidence in God. 
God’s faith in us existed before the beginning of time. Before we were 
born, God’s plan and purpose for humanity existed. This plan was based 
on a covenant of love, grace and mercy and the promise that God would 
abide with us always. 

 

As the angels announced at the birth of Jesus, “Be not afraid; for behold, I 
bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the 
people; 11 for to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord. (Luke 2:10,11), I say to us, let us enter 2018 knowing 
that God’s unconditional love abides with us.  We need not fear for the 

Lord is with us to help us fulfil God’s plan and purpose for the good of all.  More importantly, as change and uncertainty 
confronts us, we must hold on to the reality that in spite of the uncertainties, it is God’s plan that will always prevail!  
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For I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a fu-
ture and a hope. (Jeremiah 29:11)  

 
 
 
 

The Lord’s  
purpose  
always  

prevails! 
 
 



Page 4 

 

Chair: Burke Oehrlein     
Next Meeting: January 16th, 6:30pm 

News from the Finance Committee 

Gifts given to God through FUMC 
    

Nine Months Ended November 30, 2017 

 Budget Actual Variance 

Offerings  $270,078 $210,026  $     (60,052) 

Expenses $244,756 $187,418 57,338 

Apportionment          $25,322           $25,322                    -  

     Net    $        (2,714) 

    

Month of November 2017 

 Budget Actual Variance 

Offerings    $      24,553  $22,973  $          (580) 

Expenses          22,251  17,314            4,937 

Apportionment            2,302             2,302                    -  

     Net    $         4,357 

As of Sun, Dec. 17, we 
have 37 pledges for 

2018 totaling $152,176 

Capital Campaign Fund is 
still open and contributions 

are welcome. 

The Roof and Building 
Repair Pledge, to date, 

is $131,490. Our 
balance is $113,812 

The January Communion offering will benefit Feed My Starving Children, a Christian, non-
profit organization that provides nutritionally complete meals specifically formulated for 
malnourished children. 

The congregation is invited to hand-pack 
the meals on Saturday, January 20 where 
we will come together to feed starving 
children.  The sign-up sheet for this fun, 
upbeat and energizing opportunity is 
located in the parlor. 

January Communion Offering 
Communion Sunday is  January 7th. 

We have received 3 
donations to our 

Endowment Fund, which 
now has a balance of 

$181,016 



Christian Ed Chair: 
Karen Boesche 

 
Next Meeting:  

Jan. 17th -@7pm 

Page 5 

Monday, January 15 

 Our country celebrates the 
birthday of  Martin Luther 

King, Jr. this month.  

“I have a dream!” 

You will seek me and find me when you seek me 
with all your heart.  

 - Jeremiah 29:13 

 

ANCIENT TEXTS, TODAY’S WORDS 

Pastor Irene announces the next Bible Study starts:  

 Wednesday, January 24th 

 10am or 6pm classes 

 

Come join us for spirited discussions as we get to 
know our Bible, each other and ourselves better! 

Please see the sign-up sheet in the parlor.  

 

Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell 
you great and hidden things which you have not 

known. 

 - Jeremiah 29:13 

MLK DAY AT HISTORY CENTER 

The Des Plaines History Center on Pearson Street is 

holding a program for children on Monday, January 15, 

at 1pm. Learn about one of America’s most 

inspirational social activists who led the Civil Rights 

Movement .  

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. used nonviolent methods to 

achieve positive social change. Come celebrate this 

remarkable Nobel Peace Prize winner with an art 

project. Children ages 5-12 with adult.  $3/child or $2/

child with History Center membership.  
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Then there was dessert. Is there anything more tasty, more gooey, more sticky delicious 
than s'mores? I didn't think so. The kids had fun, learned about being a Christian, and got 
to know more about our Savior Jesus. We're all looking forward to the next VBS, the 
Summer Vacation Bible School." 

Continued 

GETTING S'MORE OF JESUS!  
We had a fun and successful Vacation Bible School January 4th and 5th. The Gospel 
message was based on the verse of John 8:12, “I am the light of the world”. With the 
Campfire theme, "Getting S'More of Jesus!" the kids had a great time in a fun set-up that 
had the look and feel of the great outdoors - without the frostbite! Lunch was a big hit. 
The children were involved in making tacos on Thursday, and Friday saw them put 
together pizzas that Gino's East would be proud to serve. 



Mission Chairs: Laura Miller & Linda Trinite  

Next Meeting: January 16th @ 6:30pm 
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SAVE THE DATE 6th Annual Community Flea Market & Craft Fair is set for 

Saturday, June 9, 2018 

 

It’s that time again!  The well-loved Community Flea Market & Craft Fair will be held on the 
front lawn of the church on Saturday, June 9!  Let’s make this event more successful than ev-
er!  Please start collecting your clean, good condition rummage and put it on the stage.  As in 
the past years, no electronics or clothing will be collected. 

 

As an added twist this year, the proceeds from the rummage portion of the event will be des-
ignated to the roof fund.   This will benefit everyone in the congregation, so let’s make this 
the biggest and best yet!  Look for more information and ways you can help with this event in 
the coming months! 

On Sunday, December 10, four members of the Missions 
Commission traveled to Lakeview with food and gifts for 
the young mothers of the Pregnant and Parenting Program 
run by The Night Ministry.  This program is an 8-bed, 8-crib 
interim shelter and supportive services program for home-
less, runaway, and/or lockout pregnant or parenting teen 
moms between the ages of 14-19.   

After eating a delicious Mexican Fiesta, the babies were 
given Christmas gifts and the mom’s played games and re-
ceived prizes.  It was a rewarding experience for the members of Missions, and the young 
moms had a great time as well!  
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STUDY BIBLES DELIVERED 

  

Twenty NIV Study Bibles were sent to the Stillwater Youth Center in Columbus, Montana 
in December.  Members of the congregation that participated in the all church mission trip 
to Camp on the Boulder in Big Timber, Montana this past summer met the youth directors 
of the Stillwater Youth Center and were impressed at their dedication to the youth in the 
town and their determination to bring the Word of God to every child that walks through 
the door of the center.  Stillwater Youth Center is a non-denominational group that is 
Christian-based and has been serving the Stillwater community for 20 years.  

SAY “SZECHWAN” FOR DINE AND SHARE 
  

Mark your calendars for the next Dine and Share!!  We are working on a date in January, 
and the House of Szechwan, 22 Northwest Highway in Des Plaines is the place!  

House of Szechwan describes itself as a casual eatery with Asian-style décor, offering 
standard favorites and a Chinese-Filippino buffet. Look for flyers in January! 
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LITURGISTS 

January 7: Bill Knopf 
January 14: Leo Rosete 

January 21: Anne Cowin 
January 28: Nanette Strunk 

USHERS  
Jeanne Fordham  

and Arnie Seegers 

JOIN US FOR:  
 

Quiet Prayer Time with Pastor Irene 

Tuesday Mornings at 9am   

 

Holy Healing Practices with Minister Tina   

2nd & 4th Saturdays of the month at 10am  

 

Worship Committee Chair: Tina Shelton  
Next Meeting:  February 5th, 7:00pm 

January 

Fellowship Time Attendants 

Outreach Committee 

“The great thing is prayer. Prayer itself. If you want a life of 
prayer, the way to get it is by praying...You start where you are 
and you deepen what you already have."

On January 14th, our altar flowers 

are given by Bill and Suzanne 

Knopf, for Suzanne’s birthday!  

Holy healing practices is a place where you can come and learn techniques and 
practices that will allow you to better commune with God in your own time. Together 
we pray, we share and learn to listen for God's voice through art, the scriptures and 

so much more. 

Small time commitment-many blessings. Please join us.  
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Prayer Ministry meets every Tuesday at 9am 

Communications 

Committee 

Chair:  Laura Miller 

Meeting: January 8th, 5:45pm 

Check out the new e-giving online! You 

can now give when you are on vacation, 

setup auto payments, or even give to 

special offerings.   

 Visit www.fumcdp.org  and click on 

‘Ways to Give’ or see Walt Dibbern.  

Gift Cards for Birthdays and special occasions!  Do your shopping right here at church and 
raise funds for our general operating fund!  There are over 700 gift cards to choose from!  The 
January Order date is Sunday January 14th and cards will be distributed on January 21

st
.  

  
You can find order forms on the bulletin board in the main hallway or setup an account at   

https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/     Enrollment code: 1BC3F2A45593L       
Send your order to the que and drop your check in mailbox #55. It’s that easy! 

  
Gift Cards make great gifts for teachers, neighbors, family members, and stocking stuffers!  

The new directory is here - what a convenient and handy guide! 

If you haven’t already, pick up a copy in the Church Office.  

Be sure to follow us on Facebook! 
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Join us on Sundays! 
 

9a.m. — Sunday School  
Children, Youth & Adult Classes 

 

10a.m. — Blended Worship  
Nursery Care Available 

First United Methodist Church 
668 Graceland Avenue  
Des Plaines, IL 60016 

 

Phone: (847) 827-5561 Web: www.fumcdp.org              
Email: fumcdesplaines@gmail.com 

http://www.fumcdp.org/
http://www.fumcdp.org/giving.html
https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/
https://www.facebook.com/1stUMC.DesPlaines


JANUARY 2018 GOOD NEWS AT GRACIE’S IN THE FUMC   

Hello, church family!  I returned from vacation to discover Larry Maloney is ably managing the church office 
while candidates for the position of Administrative Assistant are being interviewed.  Jen Southworth left for 
a new opportunity at the Chicago Medical School nearer her home, in November.  Right away I saw another 
change:  the church’s repainted doors, and some fresh floor tiles had replaced worn ones.  Thank you, John 
Uselding. 

Oh, and Spiritual Practices group has a new name: Holy Healing Practices.  They explore   practices to bring 
them closer to God, praying, sharing, and learning to listen for God’s voice in scriptures, art, music, other 
activities.  In December, they studied 9 readings about God’s presence with us from His early relationship 
with man in the garden through Jesus’ Incarnation and sang carols that represented those 9 lessons; 
Minister Tina Shelton led.  In November, they made cards with Harolyn Thogerson, finding God’s purpose in 
the cards’ creation and intention. 

  

Nov. 11, our Mission team – Karen Boesche, Lynn Duncan, Anne Hardy, Erica Lake, Laura Miller, Ana Novaes 
and Linda Trinite, with youth Serena & Sabrina Cargill, Tyler Goytia, Aaron Hardy, Arrielle Henderson, 
Dakotah Jackson, Yadira & Osmar Leyva, and Skyye Redrick – travelled to Chicago, gave backpacks filled 
with personal care items to homeless persons (including a child, Lynn D. noted), lunched at McDonald’s, and 
worshipped at the UMC Temple, where Aaron and Sabrina served communion.  I hear Osmar said, “This is 
my first mission trip!”  Can you recall yours? 

Nuevo Amanacer’s Nov. 11-12 garage sale filled Fellowship Hall with goods for sale, and the upper floors of 
the church with mouth-watering aromas from foods being prepared for the occasion.  That event was 
followed on Nov. 19 by the Bizarre Bazaar.  Forty-four crafters rented tables, organizer Renee Edmondson 
said, many came to do some early holiday shopping and have a bite to eat. 

Dec. 2, Movie Night at FUMC, people plus one mouse (did you see me?) gathered to view A Christmas Carol 
in preparation for Advent Bible studies that began Dec. 6, based on Matt Rawle’s text, The Redemption of 
Scrooge.  “In spite of how he lived, God’s redemptive power redeemed Scrooge,” Pastor Irene Taylor told the 
congregation Dec. 3, the first Sunday in Advent.  Her message of hope, that we are also reclaimed by God’s 
grace, was the first of Advent sermons meant to focus our attention on Jesus’ coming and Advent’s themes of 
hope, peace, love, and joy.  It was such a special day, and Pastor Irene’s first day back from her 
vacation.  Immediately after worship we thronged to Fellowship Hall for a festive Advent party hosted by 
Education Ministry and friends.  A roast pork meal with many sides including Bev Zuccarini’s signature salad 
and Tess Rosete’s lumpia Shanghai (Filipino spring rolls) and an array of desserts made many of us linger for 
a time to talk with our friends.  Others lined up for fun photos (thank you, Don Kreski, photographer, and 
Laura Miller and Linda Trinite, organizers) and made small gingerbread houses of crackers and candies set 



in frosting.  Then Nander Novaes played his guitar and led us in carols.  He also accompanied our youngsters as 
they belted out an invitation to the coming Christmas Pageant, Dec. 17.  We were a noisy, happy church!  Here 
are some pictures from the party: 

    

Above, Ana and Nander Novaes        Above, Serena and Armani creating 

Below, Youth Choir: “You all have been invited to our very special Christmas show!”

 

Osmar makes a gingerbread house 

Want to see more pix? Go to https://www.facebook.com/1stUMC.DesPlaines/ 

The Christmas show:  For weeks there was uncommon activity in the church as members prepared for the 

Christmas Pageant.  The missing Christmas tree was finally discovered (what a search preceded that!) and 

Minister Tina Shelton & daughter Noni placed it in our  par lor  and decorated it.  Someone (who was it?) 

brought two small, decorated Christmas trees to the church.  One is on the second floor between the elementary 

and upper grade classrooms; the other moves around in the parlor.  New napping places for the church 

mouse!  Bright banners were hung, practices were held, and more practices.  Poinsettia plants arrived and were 

placed in the sanctuary.  A call went out: everyone was invited to make decorations, and upstairs work spaces 

indeed looked like elves were at work.  Buildings and props emerged, and costumes (thank you Karen Boesche 

and crew) and at last, on Dec. 17, everything came together during worship, when our Children’s Choir, under 

the direction of Nander Novaes, Director of Music Ministry, in concert with Karen B., Brenda Murphy, Ana 

Novaes, and Jan Weber (production), Don & Linda Trinite (audio & media), Laura Miller (videotaping), 
and many, many volunteers, presented A Christmas Pageant: Miracle on Main Street (creator Celeste 

https://www.facebook.com/1stUMC.DesPlaines/


Clydesdale, arr., David T. Clydesdale; script,  Mark Davis and Celeste Clydesdale).

 

“I hate to wait for Christmas … I wish it would get here,” the Children’s Choir sang, and kids among us probably 

agreed.  (Adults?  Did you wish for more time to prepare, instead?)  “Lord this is my Christmas prayer,” the 

children sang, “fill me with love of people … people everywhere.”  Love: another Advent theme.    “Christmas 

brings to us a Savior,” the children sang next;” Christmas brings to us new life.” Just as Pastor said!  Then, as 

lights were dimmed, we sat with hands (two paws, for me) upraised, holding our lit candles, and listened as the 

children sang, “Take your candle, go light the world” and were reminded of our mission, to be His light in the 

world, just as He came to be a Light to us. 

At that point the tale unfolded: prevented by the mayor from presenting the familiar story of Jesus’ nativity in 
the town square, children seek the help of townspeople.  Some folks rebuff the kids, but they find a surprise 
supporter in the mayor’s daughter.  The mayor is won over, and into our sanctuary trouped Mary, holding the 
baby Jesus, Joseph, shepherds, I think I saw a sheep, too, and wisemen, and more.  It was a triumph!  Could you 
identify the members of the choir and other pageant performers?  They included Lino & Xiomara Aragon & 
daughter Kaithlyn, Julia Boesche, Sabrina & Serena Cargill, Alivia, Amaya & Avery Castaneda, Libby & Matt 
Edmondson, Aaron & Meredith Hardy, Colin & Tyler Hardy, Arrielle Henderson, Headi, Enesio & Snortee 
Henderson, Nathaly Herrera, Dakotah Jackson, Gustavo, Osmar & Yadira Leyva, Larry Maloney, Lauren 
Mosely, Brenda & Mike Murphy & daughter Rachel, Riley Orr (our 6-month Baby Jesus!), Armani Prince, 
Skyye Redrick, and Cindy Yelich & daughter Mia. 

Quiet ministries:  Adult Choir ladies -- Marion Mott-Dodge, Ellie Seegers, Jackie Pofahl, Linda Trinite, Jill 

Jacob, Barb Duncan, Ana Novaes, Judy Clutters and Nanette Strunk – all wore matching purple scarves, Dec. 3 
and 10; did you see?   They were gifts of Jill Jacob; how thoughtful!   “Purple’s traditionally associated with 
Advent, and it’s the first Sunday in Advent, so …” I heard Jill tell someone after the service.  Later, at http://
www.umc.org I learned “purple … represent[s] both royalty and penitence [at] Advent and Lent.”  I’ve learned 
lots of new things since moving into the church.  Also on Dec. 3 Joe Trinite sang with the choir and Gustavo 
Leyva, cellist, accompanied, along with Nander Novaes, Director of Music Ministry.  “Bring Us Hope” (words & 
music by Ruth E. Schram), they sang, a fitting selection for the whole season’s message of hope. 

Sorrows:  We mourn the passing of Mike Murphy’s dad, Robert Murphy, Oct. 30.  Mr. Murphy’s services 

were held in Indiana.  On Nov. 15, members learned that Richard Kreski, brother of Don (Barbara) Kreski, died in 

http://www.umc.org
http://www.umc.org


San Francisco.  Linda & Don Trinite’s niece Michelle & husband Luis Mesen’s daughter, Sage, nearly 1 year 
old, passed Nov. 17, and Karen (late Shawn) Fitzgerald let us know her son Bobby & his wife Amy lost their 
child, 6 months in utero, also in November.  Nov. 23, Jim Stenstrom, beloved husband of Char, father of Katie 
& Melisa (Christopher) Swanson and grandfather of Aria Rose, passed away.  Jim’s memorial service was 
held here at FUMC on Dec. 8; our sanctuary filled with family and friends.  And, Dec. 20, John & Audrey 
Nankervis’ cherished son Jeff passed away.  Please keep these families in your prayers. 

Petitions:  We ask for continued support and prayers for members and loved ones who are unwell; some 

have lost loved ones recently.  They include Don & Loryn Ankeny, June & Jim Blue, Donna & Tom Chaney & 

son Steve, Jo & Walt Dibbern, Nanette (late Robert) Fasco, Karen (late Shawn) Fitzgerald, Janine & Jim 

Forney, Lois & Harold Jaderborg & daughter Jean, Sandy King, John & Linda Korn, Arnie & Maureen 

Ladd, Martha Lindberg, Ellie & Arnie Seegers & Ellie’s sister Shirley & Tom Weaver, Bev & Gene 

Zuccarini. 

Wish list: Karen Fitzgerald, chair, FUMC Card Ministry, says 5 members meet periodically to make cards 

and write notes together (usually at church or Kim Darling’s home), or take some cards to write messages at 
home.  They could use more help; would you volunteer?  Sometimes the card-makers use parts of old cards 
to create new ones, Harolyn T. says; they’ll be glad to have any you no longer want.  Also, cut cancelled 
stamps off envelopes (leave a 1/4 in. margin around them if possible) and give them to Marian Seaholm; she 
sends them to a charity she supports.  And save your clean metal cans for Matt Edmondson! 

If you have news to share about yourself or other members, please email me at gracie.fumc@yahoo.com.  You 

may also put notes for me to in my new mailbox, #56, in the church office, or give them to Larry 

Maloney.  Best wishes for the coming new year.  Faithfully, Gracie 

 

 

 

It was a Miracle! 

mailto:gracie.fumc@yahoo.com
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FUMC STAFF AND LEADERSHIP 

Pastor Rev Dr. Irene Taylor 

Minister of Youth & Worship Tina Shelton 

Director of Music Ministry Nander Novaes 

Administrative Assistant Larry Maloney (interim) 

Custodian John Uselding 

Treasurer Brenda Murphy 

Lay Member to Annual Conf. Brenda Murphy 

Chair of SPRC Bill Knopf 

Chair of Finance Burke Oehrlein 

Chair of Trustees TBD 

Chair of Christian Education Karen Boesche 

Chair of Youth Council Tina Shelton 

Chairs of Missions Linda Trinite & Laura Miller 

Chair of Worship Tina Shelton 

Chair of Outreach George Tommasi 

Chair of Communications Linda Miller 

Chair of Nurturing/Hospitality Karen Fitzgerald 

This month we welcome our new keyboardist, Mercy Lynn! 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
  
 
 
 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 
 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
 
 

10a: Advent Study 
 
10a:Ladies of the 
Church 

4 
 
 
 

5 
  
 
3:30-8:15pm 
Piano Lessons 

6 
8a-12p 
Piano Lessons  
 
3p: Youth Choir 
Rehearsal   
 
 

7 
 

9a: Sun School 
10a: Worship 

 
 

8 
 

9:30a: Mom’s Day 
Out 
 

5p: Praise Dance 
 

5:30p: Bessie’s 
Table 
 

7pm: Worship 
Committee 

9 
 

9a: Prayer 
 

3:30-8:15pm 
Piano Lessons 
 
 

6:30p: Trustees 

10 
 

10a: Ladies of the 
Church 
 
 

11 
9:30a: Mom’s 
Day Out 
 
3:30-8:15pm 
Piano Lessons 
 
7p: Choir 
Rehearsal 

12 
9:30a: Mom’s 
Day Out 
 
3:30-8:15pm 
Piano Lessons 

13 
 

8a-12p 
Piano Lessons  
 
 

10am: Spiritual 
Formation 
 

3p: Youth Choir 
Rehearsal  

14 
 

9a: Sun School 
10a: Worship 
11:30a: Church 
Council  Mtg 
 
 

 

15 
 

9:30a: Mom’s Day 
Out 

5p: Praise Dance 

5p: Comms Mtg 

5:30p: Bessie’s 
Table 

 

16 
 

9a: Prayer 
 

3:30-8:15pm 
Piano Lessons 
 

6:30p: Finance  

7p: Choir Reh. 
 

17 
 

 
 
 
 
7p: Education 
Meeting 

18 
 

9:30a: Mom’s 
Day Out 
 

3:30-8:15pm 
Piano Lessons 
 

 

19 
 

9:30a: Mom’s 
Day Out 
 
3:30-8:15pm 
Piano Lessons 

20 
 
8a-12p 
Piano Lessons  
 
 

3p:Youth Choir 
Rehearsal 

21 
 

9a: Sun School 
10a: Worship  
 
 

22 
 

9:30a: Mom’s Day 
Out 
 

5p: Praise Dance 
 

5:30p: Bessie’s 
Table 
 

23 
 

9a: Prayer 

3:30-8:15pm 
Piano Lessons 
6:30p: Missions  

7p: Choir Reh. 
 

24 
 
10a: Bible Study 
 
6p: Bible Study 

25 
 

 
 
3:30-8:15pm 
Piano Lessons 

26 
 

 
 
3:30-8:15pm 
Piano Lessons 

27 
8a-12p 
Piano Lessons  
 
 

3p:Youth Choir 
Rehearsal  

28 
10a: 
Worship 

29 
 

 

30 
 

3:30-8:15pm 
Piano Lessons 

7p: Choir Reh. 

7p: Outreach 
Meeting 
 

31 
 

10a: Bible Study 
 
6p: Bible Study 
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Always check our website for the latest 
details in scheduling!  www.fumcdp.com 

 
This calendar does not include outside 

group events.  
JANUARY 


