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What’s Happening in July? 

 July 4: Happy 

Independence Day! 

 Summer VBS:     

July 8 - July 12 

from 9am - 12pm 

 

 Worship: 10am 

 Prayer Ministry 

Tuesday @ 9am 

 Spiritual Formation 

2nd & 4th Saturday 

@10am 

 9a: Sunday School 

for all ages 

 Bible Study is 

currently on break. 

Stay tuned for 

upcoming info!  

 

WORSHIP STUDY LIVE 

Maybe I’m just a dreamer. 
But if I wasn’t, I wouldn’t make a very 
good minister.  

I dream of a different future for the UMC. 
Actually, I dream of a different present for 
the UMC. I love this Church, and I always 
have. I was born to Methodist parents, 
who were born to Methodist parents. This 
is the Church that married my parents. It’s 
the Church that baptized me, my sisters, 
and my own children. It’s the Church 

where I colored in pictures of Jesus, where I pretended to be a bunny 
on Noah’s ark, and where (for some reason) I threw a pie at my Sunday 
school teacher. This is the Church that listened to my whining during 
my awkward teen years, that was a safe haven during all my great 
seasons of change, that held me in my faith every time I fell, and that 
walked with me into my professional ministry.  

I’ve served three, soon to be five, congregations in this Church.  

I have always known my Church to be a Church on the front lines of 
social change. We fought for abolition. We fought for equal rights for 
women. We continue to fight today for a Church that is aggressively 
inclusive on the grounds of gender, race, age, nationality, and ability.  

A word from one of our own... 
Pastor Natalie Forney Bowerman 



And yet, in our present, we are failing children of God who 
need us to speak for them. As long as Methodists have 
stood on the frontlines of change, we’ve never changed 
with ease, and this season is no different. We schismed in 
the 19th Century over slavery, because we saw the 
question of whether a person should be allowed to own 
another person as “too controversial” to expect our whole 
family to be of one mind about. We didn’t ordain women 
until 1956, because we wanted to honor the strong 
convictions of those who felt a woman couldn’t possibly 
represent the image of Jesus.  

Now, we can’t seem to do what we must. We cannot stand 
in unity, and publicly state our unwavering support for all 
LGBTQIA people. We just can’t seem to get over what 
holds us back and do the right thing.  

I dream of a different reality for us.  
I dream of a day where we speak for justice once again. I 
dream of a day where we will recognize homophobia and 
transphobia as a toxic weed destroying the garden.  

Please don’t start quoting Romans. Please don’t start 
quoting Leviticus, or Corinthians, or any other verses that, 
when cherry picked, conveniently support hatred. We are 
so much better than that.  

We once quoted scriptures that condemned people of color as inferior to whites. We once quoted 
scripture that sentenced women to silence and subservience in the Church and in the home. 
Some of our brothers and sisters still do. And when they do, we call them on their racism and 
sexism.  

I am a United Methodist. I promised when I baptized my children that I would resist evil, injustice, 
and oppression in all forms which they present themselves.  

I resist the evil, injustice, and oppression of homophobia and transphobia. This is not a matter of 
biblical interpretation, or morality. This is right and wrong.  

I dream of a future where the UMC sees this as common sense, and where we shudder at all of 
our memories of times where we actually saw this as a matter of debate.  

Dream with me. 

Printed with the permission of Natalie Forney Bowerman, daughter of James 
& Janine Forney, and former member of the congregation of First United 
Methodist Church-Des Plaines. Natalie was ordained recently as a 
Probationary Elder in the Upper New York Conference and currently serves 
as the pastor of Avon UMC in Avon, NY. We are thankful for the gifts that 
have gone forth from this church.  

God’s blessings upon Natalie and her ministry. 
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‘PATHWAYS TO CONGREGATIONAL VITALITY’ 

THE MINISTRY OF EVANGELISM 

Evangelism—no ministry of the church is more vital. A common truism notes that the church is always one 
generation away from extinction. Despite its importance, many people avoid participation in evangelism 
because of some negative experience they may have had. Such experiences have created a caricature of 
evangelism that must be addressed. Just as coaches remind professional athletes to get back to the basics, we 
can re-visit the fundamental aspects of evangelism for guidance and instruction.  
 
The Evangel  
In the early church, three Greek words described ― “the evangel”: euaggelizesthai, marturein, and kerussein. 
Translated, these words mean: to tell good news, to bear witness, and to proclaim. This three-fold description 
helps expand narrow understandings of faith sharing.  

There is Good News—as expressed in the life of Jesus 
Christ, who spoke about and demonstrated how we can 
experience new life in the kingdom (reign) of God. The 
early church embraced the Greek understanding of ― 
“bearing witness”, a legal term used to denote witness 

to facts, events, and truth. The validity of the act of bearing witness depended on personal involvement and 
assurance of truth by the person bearing witness. In bold fashion, the early disciples also retold or proclaimed 
the story of Jesus—his deeds, his miracles, his teachings.  

Re-examining the evangel should stir within us provocative questions. What is the Good News and how can 
we articulate it?  
 
Is proclamation reserved for clergy or should laity also help tell the story? What personal involvement with 
Jesus can I share in witness to Christ?  
 
Inward and Outward  
In the church context, evangelism should be understood as both an inward and outward task. The inward task 
is engaging your congregation in a clear understanding of the biblical call to reach others for Jesus Christ. A 
fundamental part of this process should involve examination of another critical question: ― “Converted to 
what?” What  
is involved with conversion to Christianity? What does it mean to be a follower of Christ? Was our conversion 
just a commitment to mouth new loyalties? Were we just converted to a new habit, merely adding the one-
hour meeting on Saturday night or Sunday morning to the long list of other things we do? Or were we 
converted to a new lifestyle, where, as forgiven people of God, we persist in looking for ways to live, think, and 
act as those who follow Christ?  
 
The congregation must quickly turn understanding of evangelism and Christian conversion into participation 
in the evangel. The outward task is to turn the attention of the congregation toward the people outside the 
four walls of your church building.  
 
Christianity Is Personal  
The key consideration in our Christian witness is the personal evidence that Christ is alive in us. People 
outside of Christianity often want to know what difference Christ has made in our lives. The validity of our 
witness depends on the reality of our personal interaction with and transformation by Jesus Christ.  

 

This article is prepared by the Leadership Ministry Division at the General Board of Discipleship of The United Methodist Church 
and may be reprinted for use in the local church © 2011 GBOD.  
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We are saddened to announce the passing of Shirley 

Baumgarten, a longtime member of FUMC Des 

Plaines, on Thursday, June 27, 2019. Christian 

sympathy and prayers are extended to her husband, 

Richard, and to her children, Kathryn, Richard and 

Jean and all of her extended family during their time 

of grief. Shirley's family will honor her life with a 

private service.  

Condolences may be sent to her husband: 

Richard (Dick) Baumgarten 

856 Woodlawn Ave. 

Des Plaines, IL 60016 
No summer slump at FUMC! 

 

 

 

 

FUMC-DP offers adult and youth summer 
Sunday school.  Looking forward to 

studying the B-I-B-L-E with you every 
Sunday at 9AM!  It’s COOL to be in 

summer school! 
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Karen Fitzgerald is in search of a 
Hospitality/Reception Committee Co-

Chair. She will be traveling a lot in the next 
few months and needs assistance with 

coordinating special events. If interested, 
see Karen Fitzgerald or contact  

the church office.  

 

CITY OF DES PLAINES 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

PARADE  

Looking for a FUN way to 
spend the July 4th 
Holiday? The City of Des 

Plaines will be holding 
their annual Independence 
Day Parade on Thursday, 

July 4th. event begins at 10:00 A.M. at the intersection of 
Wicke Avenue and Center Street, proceeding north on 

Center to Prairie Avenue, east on Prairie, and then 
disbands at Prairie and Pearson Street.  
 
Be sure and wear your patriotic gear and join the fun!  

The Church Office 
will be closed on 

Thursday,  
July 4th.  

 
Happy 

Independence Day! 

 The Worship Committee, 
Missions Commission and 
Trustees will not meet 
during the month of July 

 Bessie’s Table will not be 
serving during the month of 
August  



 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A MUSIC MINISTRY FUND: By now you should have received information regarding the 

establishment of a Music Ministry Fund. For the last two years, our music staff has worked diligently with our adult and 
youth choirs to ensure that our worship experience is a blessing.  We are asking our congregation to establish a Music 
Ministry Fund effective August 1, 2019 to continue our music program with the quality of musicians going into the future 
that we have today. 
 

Nander brings a unique ability to teach and guide others in developing their gifts in music.  Without a doubt, Nander 
brings a breath of knowledge about sacred music which enables us to have creative and fantastic worship services.  We 
are also blessed by the Christian leadership of his wife, Ana, who partners with him in carrying out the ministry of this 
church.  Mercy Andalis is an accomplished musician whose presence on the piano and organ has been a blessing to our 
congregation.  She works well with both the choirs and is also available for funerals and weddings. 
 

The cost today for music ministry is greater than in past years and will continue to increase in the future.  We are 
therefore asking the congregation to consider a fund raiser, similar to the Roof-Building Fund started in 2015, which has 
been fulfilled. This pledge campaign is a two year campaign with a goal to raise a total of $60,000 for our music 
ministry.  
 

 
Pledge cards are available in the 
church office. I pray, along with 
the Worship Committee, Staff 
Parish Relations Committee and 
the Finance Committee, that we 
will be able to be blessed by you, 
as we have been blessed by 
Mercy, Nander and Ana, to 
achieve our goal. 
 

Blessings and Peace,   

Pastor Irene Taylor 
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Chair: Burke Oehrlein - Next Meeting: Tuesday, July 16, 2019   

News from the Finance Committee 

As of Sun, Dec. 31, 

2018 we have 35 

pledges totaling 

$190,292 

Our Endowment 

Fund now has  

a balance of 

$189,579. Additional 

donations are always 

welcome. 

Gifts given to God through First United Methodist Church 

    

    

Five Months ended May 31, 2019 

 Budget Actual Variance 

Offerings   $     123,553   $      97,975   $     (25,578) 

Expenses        111,273         105,932             5,341  

Apportionment          12,280           12,280                    -  

     Net    $     (20,237) 

    

One  Month ended May 31, 2019 

 Budget Actual Variance 

Offerings    $      24,711   $      18,119   $       (6,592) 

Expenses          22,255           18,651             3,604  

Apportionment            2,456             2,456                    -  

     Net    $       (2,988) 



Page  6 

Mission Commission Co-Chairs: Laura Miller & Linda Trinite 
Missions will not meet during the month of July 
The next meeting will be August 20 at 6:30 p.m. 

Thanks to all who volunteered their time to 

make the 2019 Flea Market & Craft Fair a 

success! Despite the early rain, it turned out to 

be a great day on the front lawn of the church. 

We had enjoyed the vendors, wonderful food 

and fun entertainment. Check out Gracie’s 

Good News for additional highlights!  

BLOOD DRIVE UPDATE 

Thanks to church family, friends and neighbors who 

donated blood during the blood drive! 

14 units were collected. Each unit is separated into red 

cells, plasma and platelets so 42 people were helped 

because of these donations. 

 

A big thank you to the following local businesses for 

supporting the drive with their generous donations. 

These given as incentives/thanks to donors lucky 

enough to win. Graceland Prairie Dental, Twisted Tree 

Yoga Studio, Mexico Restaurant, Potbelly, Pocampo 

JULY COMMUNION OFFERING 

The July Communion Offering will benefit "A Soldier's Journey Home (ASJH).  ASJH is a group of 
volunteers comprised of current and retired firefighters and retired veterans over 14 states.  Over the 
past fourteen years, they have worked on a variety of disaster relief construction projects and now focus 
their charitable efforts toward severely injured veterans. 
 
At ASJH they strive to make a disabled soldiers dreams become reality. They 
are a group of volunteers who ignite a community to build a home specially 
adapted for a soldier with disabilities. Their goal is to have the community come 
together and help the people who have sacrificed for our country. 
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Christian Education Commision Chair: Karen Boesche 
Next Meeting: July 2 @ 7:00pm  
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On Pentecost Sunday, June 19th, we welcomed our newest 
full members to the FUMC - Des Plaines Family:  

Serena Cargill, Sabrina Cargill, Yadira Leyva, Snortee 
Henderson, Headi Henderson and Mia Yelich.  

Check out Gracie’s Good News for more highlights and 
photos of this very special day in the lives of our youth!  

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 

Father’s Day and chocolate chip 
cookies go hand-in-hand at 
FUMC.  Picture are our 
‘youthful’ bakers 
shown  preparing to bake this 
tasty treat that we have grown 
to love so much on this special 
Sunday.  We all thoroughly 
enjoyed preparing, baking, 
giving and eating this Father’s 
Day sweet and tasty treat!  
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LITURGISTS 

July 7: Anne Cowin 

July 14: Nanette Fasco 

July 21: Rich Ludwig 

July 28: Rich Ludwig 

USHERS  

Audrey Nankervis 

FELLOWSHIP HOSTS:  

Worship Committee Chair: Tina Shelton  
We will not meet during the month of July 

If you would like to 

purchase Sanctuary 

Flowers in honor or 

memory of a loved one, 

please contact the church 

office for available dates.  

Thank you!  

Spiritual Formation is a place 

where you can come and learn 

techniques and practices that will 

allow you to better commune 

with God in your own time. 

Together we pray, we share and 

learn to listen for God's voice through art, the scriptures 

and so much more. Small time commitment, many 

blessings.  
 

The class is facilitated by Minister Tina on the 2nd and 4th 

Saturdays of the month. We meet in the 2nd floor prayer 

room. 

The  

FUMC 

Adult 

Choir 

 

 

We are thankful for the ministry of our 
Adult Choir who is under the direction of 
Music Director Nander Novaes. They 
bring immense oy and talents to our 
worship services! Marian Mott Dodge - at 
96 years young- is still actively 
volunteering her time and talent to this 
Church to spread the word in the singing 
heartfelt anthems.  

Members of the Choir include: John Korn, 
John Nakervis, Ana Novaes, Barbara 
Duncan, Marian Mott Dodge, Jackie 
Pofahl (hidden), Nanette Fasco, Jill Jacob 
& Ellie Seegers. 

Join us for a time of quiet 
prayer with Pastor Irene and 
members of our Prayer Team. 
We meet in the prayer room 
on Tuesday mornings at 
9:00am.  

 

We want to be in prayer with 
you to share your joys and 

struggles. If you have a specific prayer to share, 
please completer one of our prayer cards and 
leave it in the prayer box located in the 
sanctuary foyer. 

Summer Choir Schedule:  

JULY 
07/02 at 7:00 PM - FUMC Choir Practice 
07/07at 9:00 AM - FUMC Choir Practice and Performance 
07/09 - No Practice 
07/14: No Practice/Performance 
07/16 at 7:00 PM - Ladies Ensemble Practice 
07/21 at 9:00 AM -  Ladies Ensemble Practice and Performance 
07/23 - No Practice 
07/ 28: No Practice/Performance 
07/30 at 7:00 PM - Ladies Ensemble Practice 

AUGUST 
08/06 at 7:00 PM - No Practice/Performance 
08/13 - Ladies Ensemble Practice 
08/20 at 7:00 PM - No Practice/Performance 
08/27 at 7:00 PM -  Ladies Ensemble Practice 
08/04 at 9:00 AM -  Ladies Ensemble Practice and Performance 
08/11: No Practice/Performance 
08/18 at 9:00 AM -  Ladies Ensemble Practice and Performance 
08/ 25: No Practice/Performance 

SEPTEMBER 
09/01 at 9:00 AM - Choir Practice and Performance 
09/03 - No Practice 
09/08: No Practice/Performance 
09/10 - at 7:00 PM - Ladies Ensemble Practice 
09/15 at 9:00 AM -  Ladies Ensemble Practice and Performance 
09/17 - No Practice 
09/ 22: No Practice/Performance 
09/24 at 7:00 PM - FUMC Choir Practice 
09/29: No Practice/Performance (Youth Sunday) 

Page 10 



Introducing New Hymnals! Worship & Song  

 

We are excited to add the new hymnal, Worship & Song, 

to use in our worship services. This new hymnal presents 

a wonderful selection of contemporary Christian praise 

and worship songs, new traditional hymns, and old-time 

gospel songs.  In fact, Nander has been adding many of 

these worship songs to our music programs throughout 

the past two years.   

If you would like to purchase a hymnal in honor  

or memory of a loved one, please complete the 

 form below and return to the church office  

with your full payment.  

 

 

The cost of each hymnal is $7.00 (CASH or CHECK only).  
 

This hymnal is given to the glory of God  

□ In memory of ________________________________________ 

□ In honor of __________________________________________ 

By: __________________________________________________ 

      (Donor’s Name - PLEASE PRINT) 

This hymnal is given to the glory of God  

□ In memory of ________________________________________ 

□ In honor of __________________________________________ 

By: __________________________________________________ 

      (Donor’s Name - PLEASE PRINT) 

TOTAL: _________________  □ Cash □ Check 
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Prayer Ministry meets every Tuesday at 9am 

 
Chair:  Walt Dibbern 

Meeting: July 8, 2019, 5:30 pm 

Remember, we now have e-giving 

online! You can now give when you are 

on vacation, setup auto payments, or 

even give to special offerings.   

 

 Visit www.fumcdp.org  and click on 

‘Ways to Give’ or see Walt Dibbern.  

Gift Cards for Birthdays and special occasions!  Do your shopping right here at church and raise funds 

for our general operating fund!  There are over 700 gift cards to choose from!  Gift Card orders are 

placed the 2nd Sunday of the Month and delivered on the 3rd Sunday of the month (Holiday and 

Summer Vacations may put a variance on order times.) 

  

You can find order forms on the bulletin board in the main hallway or setup an account at   

https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/     Enrollment code: 1BC3F2A45593L       

Send your order to the que and drop your check in mailbox #55. It’s that easy! 

  

Gift Cards make great gifts for teachers, neighbors, family members or your favorite graduate!  

Be sure to 

follow us on 

Facebook 

and like our 

posts! 

An easy way to 

give to FUMCDP  

at no cost to 

you! 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic 
way for you to support FUMCDP every time 
you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop 
at smile.amazon.com, you'll find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection and 
convenient shopping experience as 

Amazon.com, with the added bonus that 
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase 

price to our Church.    
Just click here to connect: https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2368500 

Support FUMCDP every time you shop! 

 
 

 

 

Keep up with the happenings in the Northern Illinois 
Conference and our District by visiting their website: 

www.umcnic.org 

Page 12 

http://www.fumcdp.org/
http://www.fumcdp.org/giving.html
https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2368500
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2368500


  

    
 

 

 

GRACIE’S GOOD NEWS - JULY 2019! 
Oh, my gosh, did you see the sun, June 1?  It was a little iffy, but after 

the wettest May around here, we were giddy with relief to have a dryer 

day for most of our Flea Market & Craft Fair on the lawn!  Vendors – 

crafters, local business representatives with their products & 

information, food concessions, rummage, entertainment, even a 

blood drive, drew browsers, buyers  and passersby.  I tucked in 

under the big tree near Karen Fitzgerald (R) and her pretty 

things, and caught some acts, like (L-R below) Jill Jacob & 

Nander Novaes’ duets, Juan Diego Mijangos singing with 

daughter Isabella & son Joike, Don Trinite (Linda & ‘big’ 

Don’s son!) and his friend Bryan Rolfsen’s appearance, and this lady in green, dancing 

on the walkway during the entertainment!  Wish the photo captured her exuberance! 

“I love this kind of fair,” Ana de Novaes said, after 

I noticed her in animated conversation with vendors (L).  “When we buy 

something directly [from an] artisan it is a totally different shopping experience.  I 

believe this is one of the good ways to be a Christian, giving value and promoting 

local artisans and workers.”  What did she buy?  I wanted to know.  “A beautiful 

small frame and dishcloth in the rummage sale, a beautiful bracelet from Ladyne, 

Joey Kozeluh’s mom … [and] a key chain, earrings and a pencil case -- the items 

are very unique!  Four dollars for everything!  It was a good deal, wasn’t it?” – 

from a family of vendors.  “Mom, dad, and daughter are artisans,” Ana told me.  

“The father works with leather, the mother with small cloth bags, and the daughter 

with jewelry.  They were so kind to me.” Ceci Diaz, Lynn Duncan, Karen 

Fitzgerald, Anne & John Hardy (cooking), Laura Miller, Audrey Nankervis, 

Joy Raczka, Linda & Don (sound/ & enter tainment supervisor), and Jan 

Weber (blood dr ive) – all Missions members, their  family and fr iends, made whole event possible; we 

thank them for the inviting, community-friendly experience. 

 

Then it rained for 3 weeks!!! The next time I noticed the sun coming thru’ the church windows, it 

was Saturday morning, June 22.  Whee!  Free mouse!  Out the door I ran when the first piano student 

arrived, intent on a sunbath in the hostas lining the parking lot out there.  Before I’d even settled in, Ana & 

Nander came for  choir  practice, and Karen Boesche and Erica Lake with a car load of youth choir  kids 

– Tierra B., Serena & Sabrina C., Armani P., then more parents, choir kids, young pianists, Holy Practices 

members one by one, Bessies’ Table volunteers Wolfgang & Heidi with donated cases of Sara Lee 

cakes (oh, yum!!!).  In and out of the church the people went, some pausing to chat (and chat, and chat …), 

tho’ the scariest were Cindy Yelich and Harolyn Thogersen, who decided to do some gardening among the 

plants.  YIKES!  They were ‘way, ‘way to close to my location.  It was like a party out there – and then it 

began to rain!  Maybe Sunday afternoon would be a safer time to sunbathe, I decided, and at first opportunity 

dashed back into the church.  Ahhh … heaven.  Nander was practicing for Sunday morning. My. Own. 

Private. Concert!!   
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Mostly stuck indoors all rainy May and June, I identified right away with the bird Jackie Pofahl mentioned in 

worship, next morning.  “It had evidently been trapped in the Chicago Botanic Garden café for some time, 

Jackie said; “it was so distressed.’ Jackie’s praise was for the woman in the café who noticed this distress, 

took off her jacket, scooped the bird up in its folds, and released it outdoors.  It was a … beautiful sight to 

see it take flight.  God’s spirit just welled within me,” Jackie told me.  Free bird!  Imagine what the bird 

might’ve told its friends, if it could speak?  “Oh, you wouldn’t believe it!  There was this woman …!  It was 

a miracle …!” 

 

Here’s the funny thing: minutes later in her June 23 sermon, Pastor 

Irene Taylor r eminded us how Christ tore down bar r ier s between 

us, freed us to love one another and become His agents and messengers 

in the world.  Free – all of us!  And unlike the bird in Jackie’s story, we 

can speak, and what stories we could tell about the changes we 

experience when we invite Christ into our lives!  With whom should 

we share our stories?  With whomever we meet, here and everywhere, 

and certainly with our children, as Pastor Irene, Minister Tina Shelton, 

class sponsor Jan Weber and others have done, for  14 months, with 

6 girls in confirmation classes -- Serena & Sabrina C., Snortee & 

Headi H., Yadira L., and Mia Y. (R, with their  teachers). 

 

June 9, our two congregations, FUMCDP and Nuevo Amanecer, joined in confirming the six, Pastor Irene 

advising them to “choose today to show the love of Jesus to others,” and Pastor Lino Aragon observing, 

“Our youth are the future of the church and God’s kingdom,” before Pastor Irene formally confirmed them.  

Jan Weber, trying to summarize months of impressions, introduced the gir ls like 

this: Sabrina (far L), “a loving and kind spirit;” Serena (L), “now in basketball camp, 

working [hard], loving it;” and, (L-R below) Headi, a “joy ... to people around her, 

loves her family, loves to dance;” Snortee, “intelligent; a thinker and listener; prays 

from the heart;” Yadira, “kind … a good friend to have;” Mia, “thoughtful, gentle, a 

heart for mission.”  We echo Jan: “God’s blessing on you today, tomorrow, and 

always,” Jan said to them. 

More good news: Pastor Irene made an important announcement, June 23, and my 

notes were a jumble, so I asked her to clarify.  She responded, “The Elgin District 

Committee on Ministry voted on the 20th to re-certify Minister Tina Shelton’s 

candidacy for the order of elder in the Northern Illinois Conference of the United 

Methodist Church … [and] also voted to recommend Min Tina for license as a local 

pastor.  Min Tina will return to this body to complete the candidacy process pr ior  to 

being recommended to the NIC Board of Ordained Ministry,” Pastor Irene said 

“Congratulations, Min Tina! Let us continue to pray for Min. Tina as she moves through 

this long process.”   

 

Min Tina and Pastor Irene are always dreaming of drawing us closer  to God and to one another , and 

in this spirit, as of June 23, Prayer Team members are available to pray your personal prayers with you now.  

Look for them in the last two pews in the sanctuary at the conclusion of worship services. 

GRACIE’S GOOD NEWS!...continued 
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Our Adult Choir, called the 

Ladies’ Ensemble in summer , 

sings for us the 1st and 3d 

Sundays, rehearsing on the 

Tuesdays prior 

to those days.  

Below is a 

recent photo of the choir -- L-R, John Korn, John Nankervis, Ana Novaes, Barb Duncan, 

Marion Mott-Dodge, Jackie Pofahl, Nanette Fasco, Anne Cowin, Jill Jacob, and Ellie 

Seegers.  Nander Novaes stands before them, conducting.  One of the choir  members 

told me Marion Mott-Dodge (shown in front of and to the left of Nander, above, and, R) “is 

96 years of age and still volunteering her time and talent and sharing the Word as she sings 

our anthems.”  Thank you, God, for Marion, and for all who are drawn to music ministry. 

 

In June:  Gerrie Little (L) became a member  here; welcome, Ger r ie!  Ger r ie joined our  

Adult Sunday School class many months ago; we are delighted.  Walt Dibbern said, “I can 

see so much, clearly!” now his cataract surgeries are behind him; Ellie Seegers said she 

‘graduated’ from therapies for her hand.  Tierra B. joined our Praise Dancers; 

she is so graceful!  Ana de Novaes earned her drivers’ license; Rich Ludwig 

has a new temporary contract, an IT Audit assignment, for 1-2 months; and 

Matt E.  declared “I have a job at Goodwill!” a few weeks ago.  

Hallelujah!  George Tommasi was back in worship; Donna Chaney, too. I hear Donna’s son 

Steve has a new job; yay!  Jan Weber brought her  granddaughter , Florence, one 

Sunday; and visiting Tennessean Donna Schroeder worshipped with us again; hi, Donna!   

Elizabeth Bowen is back after  a 50th Bir thday Gir ls’ Celebration in Nashville, TN; 

missed you, Elizabeth!  And Rev. Phil Sheets (R) FUMCDP pastor 1997-2001, retired June 30 after 42 years 

of service; our heartfelt best wishes, Pastor Phil.  

  

June 23, Nander led us in singing “Happy Birthday” to his wife, Ana and to Serena C.; they 

celebrated birthdays within days of one another; and, Kaitlyn Puchalski’s great-grandmother 

turned 92.  In July, Loryn Ankeny, Kathleen Barnes, Karen Boesche, Ignacio Cruz, Walt 

Dibbern, Chad Fabian, Dorothy Lambert, Bob Raczka, Leo Rosete, Linda Trinite, Rob 
(parents Lerrin & Prescilla Juarez), and Osmar (parents Rufino & Gladys Leyva) celebrate 

birthdays, and John & Anne Hardy, their wedding anniversary.  Happy day, everyone!  Please, 

if I missed someone’s special day, let me know!   

 

We offer prayers of thanksgiving to our Father, for fathers, and for those like fathers to us; we pray for one 

another and our communities; for Ruth Gafrick, hospitalized; for Donna Shroeder’s family; for Beverly 

Zuccarini, who injured some teeth; for  persons travelling; for  those mourning; for  those unable to join 

us as they once did; for our denomination and church, undergoing changes. 

 

Thanks to all who shared views and news in the month, and to Pastor Lino Aragon, Ana de Novaes, Jackie 

Pofahl, Harolyn Thogersen and Linda Trinite who sent photos.  Please send messages and photos for  

August’s column to me at gracie.fumc@yahoo.com, give them to Elizabeth Bowen, or put them 

my mailbox, #56, in the church office.    Faithfully, Gracie 
 

P.S. Below are a few more photos taken during our June 9 Confirmation. L-R they 

depict Pastors Lino & Xiomara 

Aragon, Nuevo Amanecer; Headi H.; 

Yadira L.; Serena C.; Mia Y. with 

mentor Jan Weber; geranium plant, 

gold cross necklace in a box – the 

congregation’s gifts to the 

confirmands; Gustavo L., cellist that 

day. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1 

 
5:30p: Bessie’s 
Table 
 

6:30p: Worship 
Committee 

2 
9:30a -1:30p: 
MDO Summer 
Camp 
9a: Prayer 
 

3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 
 

7p: Choir Reh. 
 

7p: Education 

3 4 
CHURCH 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

5 
  

6 
7:30a-12p 
Piano Lessons  
1p: Youth Choir 
Rehearsal   
2:30p: Praise 
Dance 
 

7 
 

9a: Sun School 
 

10a: Worship  
 

11a: Nuevo 
Amanecer 
 

2p: Mongolian 
Cong.  
 

8 

9a-12p: VBS 
 
5:30p: Bessie’s 
Table 
 

5:30p: 
Communications 
 
 
 
 

9 

9a-12p: VBS 
 
9:30a -1:30p: 
MDO Summer Camp 
 

3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 
 

 

10 

9a-12p: VBS 
 
9:30a -1:30p: MDO 

Summer Camp 
 

 
 

11 

9a-12p: VBS 
 
9:30a -1:30p: 
MDO Summer 
Camp 
 

3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 
 
 

12 

9a-12p: VBS 
 
9:30a -1:30p: 
MDO Summer 
Camp 
 

3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 

13 
7:30a-12p 
Piano Lessons  
 

10a: Spiritual 
Formation 
 

1p: Youth Choir 
Rehearsal 
 

2:30p: Praise 
Dance 

14 
9a: Sun School 
 

10a: Worship - VBS 
Sunday!  
 

11a: Nuevo 
Amanecer 
 

2p: Mongolian 
Cong.  
 

 
 

 

15 
 

5:30p: Bessie’s 
Table 
 

 

 

16 
9:30a -1:30p: 
MDO Summer Camp 
 

9a: Prayer 
 

3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 
 

6:30p: Finance 
 

7p: Ladies’ 
Ensemble 
Practice 
 

17 
9:30a -1:30p: MDO 

Summer Camp 
 
 

18 
9:30a -1:30p: 
MDO Summer 
Camp 
 

3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 
 

 

19 
9:30a -1:30p: 
MDO Summer 
Camp 
 

3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 

20 
7:30a-12p 
Piano Lessons  
 

1p:Youth Choir 
Rehearsal 
 

2:30p: Praise 
Dance 

21 
9a: Sun School 
 

10a: Worship 
 

11a: Nuevo 
Amanecer 
 

2p: Mongolian 
Cong.  
 

22 
 

5:30p: Bessie’s 
Table 
 

 

23 
9:30a -1:30p: 
MDO Summer Camp 
 

9a: Prayer 
 

3:30-8:15pm 
Piano Lessons 
 
 

 

24 
9:30a -1:30p: MDO 

Summer Camp 
 

6p: Bible Study 

25 
9:30a -1:30p: 
MDO Summer 
Camp 
 

3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 

26 
9:30a -1:30p: 
MDO Summer 
Camp 
 

3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 

27 
7:30a-12p 
Piano Lessons  
 

10a: Spiritual 
Formation 
 

1p:Youth Choir 
Rehearsal  
 

2:30p: Praise 
Dance 

28   9a: Sunday 
School 
10a: 
Worship 

29 
5:30p: Bessie’s 
Table 
 

30 
9:30a -1:30p: 
MDO Summer Camp 
 

3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 
 

7p: Ladies’ 
Ensemble 
Practice 
 

31 
9:30a -1:30p: MDO 

Summer Camp 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Always check our 
website for the 
latest details in 

scheduling!
fumcdp.org 

  
 

 

JULY 

2019 
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FUMC STAFF AND LEADERSHIP 

Pastor Rev Dr. Irene Taylor 

Director of Worship and Spiritual 

Formation; Lay Leader of the Church 
Minister Tina Shelton 

Director of Music Ministry Nander Novaes 

Office Administrator Elizabeth Bowen 

Custodian Bruce McIntosh 

Pianist   Mercy Lynn Andalis 

Treasurer Brenda Murphy 

Lay Member to Annual Conference  Brenda Murphy 

Chair of Church Council Donna Catlett 

Chair of SPRC Bill Knopf 

Chair of Finance Burke Oehrlein 

Chair of Trustees Brenda Murphy 

Chair of Christian Education Karen Boesche 

Chair of Youth Council Tina Shelton 

Chairs of Missions Linda Trinite & Laura Miller 

Chair of Worship Tina Shelton 

Chair of Communications & Outreach Walt Dibbern 

Chair of Nurturing/Hospitality Karen Fitzgerald 

First United Methodist Church 

668 Graceland Avenue, Des Plaines, IL 60016 

Phone: 847-827-5561  

Email: fumcdesplaines@gmail.com 

www.fumcdp.org 

  

Join us on Sundays! 

9a.m. Sunday School  

Children, Youth & Adult Classes 

10a.m. Blended Worship  

Nursery Care Available 

Join us on Wednesdays! 

10:00a.m. & 6:30p.m. Bible Study 
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