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By Pastor Irene Taylor

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit
within me. Cast me not away from thy presence, and take not thy holy
Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of thy salvation, and uphold me
with a willing spirit. “
Psalms 51:10-12
We are wrapping up our study of Invitation to the Old Testament, and it has
been a challenging study on several levels. On the one hand, this study has
exposed us to the gracious and loving God to whom we faithfully cling,
especially in times of trouble. On the other hand, we have seen a God of
judgment who demands complete obedience and faithfulness - a kind of
warrior God, who fights battles and appears to inflict pain and suffering.
Throughout the class, we have worked to reconcile these opposing views.
Another challenge was to see ourselves in these stories. For the Bible is a
place where we meet ourselves. As we study scripture, God’s word reveals to
us our true nature. By our humanity, we are related and connected to the
people of biblical stories. Unless we claim our shared humanity with them, we
will continue to make the same mistakes they made. But more importantly, we
will miss the stories of faithfulness and obedience throughout scripture. The
Bible does not shield us from the dark side of humanity. Instead, our true
nature is exposed, both the good and the bad, so that we too can choose this
day whom we will serve.

What’s Happening in June?
LIVE
 June 9: Flea Market

& Craft Fair
 June 9: Blood Drive

WORSHIP
 June 10:

Communion Sunday
Worship - 10am
 Every Tue, 9am:

Prayer Ministry Prayer Room

STUDY
 Sunday Bible Study -

meets at 9am in
Fellowship Hall.
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The struggle that the church (community of faith) still contends with is
one of obedience and faithfulness to God. The problem we have in
discerning God’s will exists because we often read scripture to affirm our
behavior, instead of as being corrective to behavior. Another problem is
our inability to see God as both personal (private) and communal
(public). God is the one that takes the brokenness of our lives (the faith
community) and makes us one with each other. This picture is painted
each time we gather at the Lord’s Table for Holy Communion; we
proclaim this oneness in the words of the Great Thanksgiving, “By your
Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry
to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet.” When God’s
transformative love changes our personal lives, this change transforms the communities we represent. Thus,
the world is changed, and we are made one with each other.
God works in community. And God works in community to save the world. Dietrich Bonhoeffer in Life
Together: The Classic Exploration of Christian Community writes, “The more genuine and the deeper our
community becomes, the more will everything else between us recede, the more clearly and purely will Jesus
Christ, and his work become the one and only thing that is vital between us. We have one another only
through Christ, but through Christ, we do have one another, wholly, for eternity.” Salvation is both personal
and communal. We are changed to be God’s change in the world.
Our Old Testament study laid bare before us not only the character and nature of God but also, more
importantly, the character and nature of ourselves. God calls us to be holy, but our flesh is continuously
pointing us in another direction. And when we
encounter the results of the will of our flesh, we are
quick to blame God for the consequences of our
sinfulness. Still, God remains, prodding us back onto
the path of righteousness.
There is an African proverb that says, "I am because
you are”; it speaks to our interconnectedness that
demands oneness. Thus, the question for us is this:
How can we own our distinctiveness and yet be one
with others? I would like to suggest that it is through
the power and love of Almighty God that we can
achieve this goal. Bishop Desmond Tutu says it best,
"A person with Ubuntu (the essence of being human)
is open and available to others, affirming of others,
does not feel threatened that others are able and
good, for he or she has a proper self-assurance that
comes from knowing that he or she belongs in a
greater whole and is diminished when others are
humiliated or diminished, when others are tortured
or oppressed."
Yes, often our life experiences impose boundaries and limitations on us, sometimes preventing us from being
authentically our God-given selves. As a result of these lived-out experiences, a wall of resistance is erected. In
our endeavor to be faithful disciples of Jesus, we bring to our Christian experience these limiting sociological
walls of resistance that stifle love. Rev. Grace Imathiu in Words of Fire, Spirit of Grace writes, “For those who
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have been taught merely to survive, Jesus comes to teach us
how to live deeply as human beings, how to be that which
God created in God’s image. Go ahead, learn how to be
unashamedly human, it might be just what you need to laugh
and love and lead a fulfilled life on planet earth.”
One of the takeaways from this Old Testament study is the
difficulty in confessing that we are more like the biblical
characters of scripture than we want to admit. It is hard to
move from pointing the finger outwardly, to inwardly. Even
when there were many times that we could see these
connections, we avoided facing or accepting them. It was
safer to focus on the Old Testament characters and stories
than to look at where members of the community of faith
fall short today. Next week, we will wrap up our class and
take a brief mid-year break because summer is upon us, and
that will impact our community of faith.

Summer’s here and the time is right…
Summer is upon us. Many will be absent from worship, and Bible Study will break for the summer. The work
and mission of the church continue. Often, during the summer season, we want to lay down all those things
that have consumed us throughout the year, even the demands of our work in the church.
It is a time when the spirit feels free and wants to do its own thing. With summer comes the desire to be
footloose and free. All of us want to get away and rightfully enjoy God’s creation because it is God’s gift to
us, but let us be mindful of our calling as the Body of Christ. Let us maintain our faithfulness to God and one
another as the Body of Christ. To be footloose is to have no responsibilities or commitments. Therefore,
one feels free to do one’s own thing. However, as we celebrate the joy of summer, let us remember our
calling as faithful disciples of Jesus so that sin will not entangle us.
Let us take God with us everywhere we go. Enjoy the season of summer and may the words of Marjorie
Thompson in Soul Feast: An Invitation to the Christian Spiritual Life help to guide our thoughts and minds.
Thompson writes, “God loves us with an overwhelming love that none of our sins can erase. While we can
grieve and disappoint this love, nothing we do or fail to do can alter its depth or reality. It is a gift, a given.
We cannot control whether God loves us by efforts to gain this love or even to lose it. Since we neither
deserve nor earn such love, God's fondest dream is that we will receive and respond to it.” Remember to
rest in God's presence each day this summer, allowing the Spirit of God to renew and revive you. This
summer, don’t leave home without God; take God everywhere you go. Just as we cannot escape God’s love,
we cannot escape God’s presence. Embrace the God in you and let your summer be grounded in God’s
faithfulness.
--May the warmth and love of God abide with you!
“For those who have been taught merely to survive, Jesus comes to teach us how
to live deeply as human beings, how to be that which God created in God’s
image. Go ahead, learn how to be unashamedly human, it might be just what you
need to laugh and love and lead a fulfilled life on planet earth.”
Rev. Grace Imathiu, Words of Fire, Spirit of Grace
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News from the Finance Committee
Chair: Burke Oehrlein
Next Meeting: June 19, 6:30pm

Gifts given to God through FUMC
Four Months Ended April 30, 2018
Budget

Actual

Variance

Offerings

$95,508

$87,041 $

Expenses

$85,768

$81,738

$9,740

$9,740

Apportionment
Net

(8,467)
4030
-

$

(4,437)

Month Ended April 30, 2018
Budget
Offerings

$

Expenses
Apportionment

Actual

Variance

23,877

$24,245 $

21,442

19,804

2435

2435

Net

368
1,638
-

$

2,006

As of Sun, Dec. 31, we have 38 pledges for
2018 totaling $152,176

The Roof and Building Repair Pledge, to
date, is $131,490.
Our balance is 117,064

Our Endowment Fund now has
a balance of $181,016. Additional
donations are always welcome.

The Irene Taylor Scholarship
Donations are still being collected for the Irene Taylor
Scholarship. Envelopes can be found in the church
office, or go to www.fumcdp.org and
click on “Ways to Give.”
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June Communion Offering
Communion Sunday is June 3rd.

Our June communion offering will help support Allison Duncan, a young woman
serving in Thailand through New Mission Systems International (NMSI). You
might be saying Duncan? I know that name…. Well you do! Allison is the
granddaughter of Barb and Dave Duncan and also the niece of Lynn! And for
those who have attended this church for a long time, she is the daughter of Keith
who grew up in this church.

Allison went to school at the University of Illinois in Springfield and graduated
with a degree in English and Elementary Education. Through being involved with
Christian Student Fellowship, she began to see the importance of missions and
Allison Duncan
was able to participate in some short-term trips across the country. It was during
college that Allison began to feel led to pursue mission work. In 2013, Allison had the opportunity to serve with
NMSI as an intern in Narok, Kenya. She was able to work with Africa Hope in education development. In 2014,
Allison led an intern team back to Narok, Kenya and felt her call to missions grow even stronger.
Allison is serving alongside the Prosperous Youth Foundation team in Chiang Mai, Thailand, using her passion
for education development. She is teaching English and tutoring in the youth homes, which are where youth
come to stay who have moved into the city to further their education. She will also be training other youth
workers to teach, while developing curriculum for the youth homes in Chiang Mai. These activities are done in
hopes of fostering relationships that will give her the opportunity to share her faith and engage in discipleship.

Thank you for supporting this year's Annual Conference
Mission Challenge to provide Cleaning Kit items through
the Midwest Mission Distribution Center (MMDC).
Your donations of trash bags and scouring pads will go
towards the assembly of cleaning kits.
Thanks to Brenda Murphy for delivering these items to
the June Annual Conference!
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Mission Chairs: Laura Miller & Linda

Trinite

Next Meeting: June 19 @ 6:30pm

On Sunday May 20 and 27 the congregations participated in a “Noisy Change” Collection. This
was an effort to raise funds for the Bishop's Appeal on Global Migration which assists person
displaced from their homes or countries. For some it’s due to
violence and war, for others it’s regular and systematic
persecution; and for some nature’s wrath leaves them no
alternative but to flee. The offering will be presented at the
Annual Conference in June.
The results are in!
May 20 Total: $98.38
May 27 Total: $70.32
Grand Total: $168.70
Thank you to all who gave so generously to this important
mission!

JOIN US FOR THE
6th ANNUAL FLEA MARKET AND CRAFT FAIR
JUNE 9TH - 9AM-3PM
If you would like to volunteer to help Missions at this
fun event, please contact Laura Miller or look for the
sign up sheet in the Parlor. Shifts as short as an hour
or as long as you like! Musicians and artists are
encouraged to provide entertainment.
**Proceeds benefit the roof fund and more.**
BLOOD DRIVE - SATURDAY JUNE 9TH
FUMC - 10AM -2PM - Church Lower Level
To make an appointment, email the church office
at fumcdesplaines@gmail.com or call 800-7TO-GIVE!
There is also a sign up sheet in the parlor.
Appointments preferred! Walk-ins welcome!
Photo ID required.
Donors will receive a limited edition
"Huddle Up - Give Blood" t-shirt!
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Christian Education Commision Chair: Karen Boesche
Next Meeting: June 5th @ 7:00pm

‘Red’ Geraniums are the Flower of this Day—Pentecost Sunday!
This year, the Saturday before Pentecost, a ‘youthful’ crowd gathered to plant red
geraniums on the east side of our building! These newly planted ‘red’ geraniums add beauty
to our front entrance and also serve as a reminder of the life-changing event so many, many
years ago when some 3,000 people came to believe in Christ (Acts 2:1-21).
As one enters the front door and notices the red geraniums, let us be mindful of all the Holy
Spirit has been, and how today the Holy Spirit continues to be that life-changer as HE
continues to work through us at First-UMC!
SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL WHO DONATED RED GERANIUMS!

BEFORE

AFTER

Great Fundraising Opportunity!
Once again we have the opportunity to work a food booth at
Frontier Days Festival in Arlington Heights on Wednesday, July 4.

Three shifts available! Shifts available beginning 11am.
Take food orders, make sandwiches, cook, and even cashiering
(cashiering is a sit-down job). -- There’s enough work for everyone!
Anyone 16 years or older can help out! We need 10 people for each shift.
Fellowship, fun work, and best of all … you can determine where your earned
proceeds go! The choice is up to you! Help to benefit our youth for summer camp,
help to offset our church’s operating budget or roof fund, or even donate to a
designated FUMC ministry. Let’s all pitch in and take advantage of this wonderful

opportunity to benefit our ministries, serve one another and our local community.

Contact Mike Murphy or Karen Boesche if interested in volunteering!
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The Outdoor & Retreat Ministries (ORM), is a ministry
of the Northern Illinois Conference of The United
Methodist Church. Wesley Woods Retreat Center on
Geneva Lake in Williams Bay, Wisconsin is the location
for the Creative and Performing Arts camp, August 510, that our FUMC campers are hoping to attend.
Recently, our summer campers and adult chaperones
traveled to WI and worked all morning long at the
campsite’s pre-scheduled ‘Work Day’ on Saturday, May
19. Our First UMC clean up team of 17 (pictured below)
helped earn $320 towards summer camp fee expenses.
Work Day morning projects included clearing the many
pathways of branches, weeds and leaves; removal of
wood piles; smoothing over newly poured sand for the
Geneva beach; clean up of the fire pit area; folding the
largest ‘roof tarp’ ever; clearing parking lot area of any
roof nails and much more!
We enjoyed the
hard work together
and it was a quiet
ride home (except
for some snores)!

Mia, Nathaly and Matt moving one of
the many wood piles.

Water and ‘selfie’ breaks allowed for
time to ‘just breathe,’ this year’s
overall theme for the NIC Summer
Camps!
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SURF’S UP! CATCH THE WAVE and ENROLL TODAY!
Remember that the Lord is great and awesome!
VBS is coming! Vacation Bible School will be held, Monday, July 9 through Friday,
July 13, 2018 from 9 am – Noon and it is open to children 3yrs-rising 5th
graders. This year’s theme is Cokesbury’s

Surf Shack: Catch the Wave of God’s Amazing Love.

Each day the children will learn about God’s incredible love for all! Daily themes
include: God Creates, God Helps, God Loves, God Calms and God Sends. Morning
schedule includes, simple breakfast/snack, music, games, Bible stories, crafts,
science experiments and so much more!
The cost is $20 for the first child and $10 for each additional child.
Registration forms are available to download from website (fumcdp.org)
and are also available in church office.
Catch the wave of God’s amazing love at First UMC’s VBS! This will be the week
our church is transformed into an ocean of excitement! Is God sending you to be
a volunteer (lifeguard!) at VBS 2018?
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Congratulations 2018
Graduates!

Rob Cowin, Son of Anne Cowin,
Bachelor of Science degree in Nursing (BSN), Elmhurst College on May 26, 2018
Libby Edmondson, Daughter of Renee & Randy Edmondson
Maine West High School on May 20, 2018
Noni Shelton, Daughter of Minister Tina Shelton
Evanston Township High School on June 3, 2018
Zachary Edward Danegger, Gr andson of J ohn and Anne Har dy
Maine West High School on May 20, 2018

Zachery Knopf, Gr andson of Suzanne & Bill Knopf
Triad High School in Troy, Illinois
Taylor Knopf, Gr anddaughter of Suzanne & Bill Knopf
St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota
Audrey Jean Nankervis, Gr anddaughter of Audr ey and J ohn Nanker vis
Berthoud High School in Berthoud, Colorado on May 26, 2018
Jack Thomas O'Connell, Gr anddaughter of Audr ey and J ohn Nanker vis
Seven Lakes High School in Katy, Texas on May 25, 2018

Douglas Russell, Gr andson of Suzanne & Bill Knopf
University of Colorado Colorado Springs
Nicole Russell, Gr anddaughter of Suzanne & Bill Knopf
University of Colorado Colorado Springs

Remember our Graduates in prayer.
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Worship Committee Chair: Tina Shelton
Next Meeting: Monday, June 4

June 3: In honor of Kay Maloney’s
birthday by Larry Maloney

LITURGISTS
June 3: Anne Cowin
June 10: TBD
June 17: TBD
June: 24: TBD

June 10: In remembrance of Rick
and Jackie Pofahl’s Anniversary

USHERS

If you are interested in
singing during the Sunday
morning service this
summer, please contact
Mercy Lynn Adalis. Soloists
and Ensembles are welcome!

Arnie Ladd
Chad Kincheloe

June
Fellowship Time
Attendants:
Women’s Fellowship

JOIN US FOR:
Quiet Prayer Time with Pastor Irene
Tuesday Mornings at 9am
Holy Healing Practices
with Minister Tina
2nd & 4th Saturdays of the month at 10am
Holy Healing Practices is a place where you can come and learn techniques and practices that will
allow you to better commune with God in your own time. Together we pray, we share and learn to listen
for God's voice through art, the scriptures and so much more.
Small time commitment, many blessings. Please join us.
We want to be in prayer with you, to share
your joys and struggles. If you have a prayer
to share, please complete one of our prayer
cards and leave it in the prayer box
located outside the sanctuary.

Our Prayer Room is
located on the
2nd Floor
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Chair: Walt Dibbern

Communications
Committee

Meeting: June 26, 7:00pm

Remember, we now have e-giving online! You can
now give when you are on vacation, setup auto
payments, or even give to special offerings.
Visit www.fumcdp.org and click on ‘Ways to
Give’ or see Walt Dibbern.

Gift Cards for Birthdays and special occasions! Do your shopping right here at church and raise
funds for our general operating fund! There are over 700 gift cards to choose from! The January
Order date is Sunday January 14th and cards will be distributed on January 21st.
You can find order forms on the bulletin board in the main hallway or setup an account at
https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/ Enrollment code: 1BC3F2A45593L
Send your order to the que and drop your check in mailbox #55. It’s that easy!
Gift Cards make great gifts for teachers, neighbors, family members or your favorite graduate!

Be sure to
follow us on
Facebook!
Our final Bible Study for
theMinistry
Springmeets
will be
on Tuesday
June 6.atWe
Prayer
every
9amwill
take the summer off and resume our studies in the fall. Stay
tuned for more information on our next study!

First United Methodist Church
668 Graceland Avenue
Des Plaines, IL 60016
Phone: (847) 827-5561Web: www.fumcdp.org
Email: fumcdesplaines@gmail.com

Join us on Sundays!
9a.m. — Sunday School

Children, Youth & Adult Classes

10a.m. — Blended Worship
Nursery Care Available
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JUNE 2018 - GRACIE’S GOOD NEWS!
“It’s raining cats and dogs!” I heard somebody say, May 21. Oh, my gosh! CATS? I ran to
the window to verify this threat, and thankfully discovered none, just lots of rain! Humans,
do NOT say CATS! in the church! There might be a house mouse listening in, having a
nervous breakdown.
As it happened, the rain was a blessing for becky daisies, echinacea and black-eyed susans planted along the
western edge of the church parking lot. Jackie Pofahl recently transplanted the daisies from her garden; the
other plants are sprouting from spent flowers Harolyn Thogersen and her neighbor Rosalinda Longbas
buried in the soil last year. One day, Jackie, in a conversation with Eucebio
Chavez, who car es for our gr ounds, discover ed that he planted the hostas
which share this strip of soil, as well as thriving daylilies on the eastern edge of the
parking lot. Eucebio mentioned Marion Pugh’s interest in the church’s gardens.
Hi, Marion! Thinking of you, today.
The rain also nourished the geraniums our children planted out front, May 19.
They’re red, representing ‘tongues of fire’ with which the Holy Spirit descended
upon the Apostles (Acts 2: 1-13), on Pentecost, fulfilling Jesus’ promise to send us
an ‘Advocate’ once He was gone (John 16: 5-15).
Red and being afire were themes expressed within the church, too, on Pentecost
Sunday, the 20th, by Karen Boesche’s new bulletin board, a stunning representation
of the Holy Spirit, in the profusion of
geraniums Char Stenstrom arranged on the
altar in the sanctuary, and by Pastor Irene
Taylor, who declar ed in her ser mon,
“Pentecost has come and our souls are set on
fire! The Holy spirit demands action,” Pastor said. “We are the
Church, and God needs us to be bold and courageous, to pick up the
cross and follow Jesus, to become His agents for the transformation
of the world.” We heard echoes of those words in her May 27
sermon, too: “Believe in Him; receive His forgiveness; let Him wash
away all feelings of unworthiness. Allow Him to live in us, and His
work on Earth will be done.” Imagine …
Seeking closer communion with God, Holy Healing Practices members traveled to River Trails Nature Ctr.,
Northbrook, May 12, to walk in the woods. I hear Jan Weber brought hot cocoa and everybody sat in
Adirondack chairs afterward, reflecting on God’s creation, and the joy of being together. I looked up RTNC
online and found these pix so you could see. We should go, yes? Another group of adults and children
traveled to Camp Wesley Woods in Williams Bay, WI, May 19, to help clean and prepare this Methodist
camp for occupancy. You know they came back to FUMC after that to
plant those geraniums here? Now, that’s serving, in God’s name! Read
all about that day’s WI adventures in Ed Min’s
report elsewhere in this issue of the Messenger.
We don’t have to leave the premises to enjoy
one another’s company, of course. One group
meets for Wednesday Bible Study, currently
exploring Ruth, Ezra, and the prophets using
the text Invitation to the Old Testament by
Celia Brewer Sinclair & James D. Tabor. Participants have included Karen
Boesche, Judy Clutters, Walt Dibbern, Lynn Duncan, Nanette Fasco, Karen
Fitzgerald, Anne Hardy, Erica Lake, Larry & Kay Maloney, John Uselding,
Jan Weber, and visitors Geraldine and Teri.
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GRACIE’S GOOD NEWS!...continued
Sacred Grounds, a gr oup of ear ly r iser s, meets in Goodyear Hall, Sundays between 9-9:45 a.m., for
fellowship and cups of Equal Exchange coffee ($2/cup with free refill!). Folks in adult Sunday school (9
a.m. in the Library Annex) often stop by to grab a cup of coffee before their meeting. All are welcome to
join these groups. Come seek a closer relationship with one another, and with God.
Is it hard to preserve time just to be with God? I eavesdropped on the adult Sunday school class one day this
month and overheard John Nankervis telling classmates that his
father-in-law dedicated the Sabbath to God, only going to church,
and spending the day with Him. What are your Sundays like?
Even in the church there’s a lot going on, on the Sabbath. The
worship service is often preceded or followed by other activities,
meetings, etc., and many members have lots more to do when
they leave church as well. Some Sundays are paired with widely
celebrated secular events, like Mother’s Day, this May 13. How
could we not celebrate moms, in church?! All moms present
received beautiful prayer quilt squares enclosing a cross,
specially tagged to r emind us of ‘God’s love and gr ace [and
that we take time] to pray for someone in need of His loving
comfort and care.’ Thank you, Karen Boesche and Linda Trinite for creating these unique tactile ‘prompts.’
A daily devotion can be a useful tool to help us interpret God’s Word and remind us of His blessings and
plans for us. Remember the book of devotions I mentioned in my April 2018 column, Jesus Calling:
Enjoying Peace in His Presence, by Sarah Young? I hear Jan Weber recently suggested her
confirmation students check out free (!) teen devotions at http://dailydevos.com. I found out they can be
sent to your phone, too, or downloaded in batches of several weeks’ devos at a time; e.g., 2018’s weeks
May 28 June 4, 11, 18, and 25 (their ‘weeks’ start on Mondays) – at http://dailydevos.org/downloadabledevos-sheets/. Take a look!
So much went on in the church, this May. Our Director of Music
Ministry, Nander Novaes & his wife Ana depar ted for their
homeland, Brazil, May 21. May 20, Pastor Irene called Nander &
Ana forward, and with choir and prayer team members lay hands
on them and led the congregation in thanking Nander and Ana for
answering our prayers, blessing us with their presence and gifts.
We prayed for their safe journey home, and that paperwork will be
in place to allow their return to the U.S. in a few weeks. And we
rejoiced; Nander was awarded his Master of Arts in Music
Ministry fr om Gar r ett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, this
month. Congratulations, Nander!
May 27, worship, music and song filled the sanctuary as choir members (the Ladies Ensemble) sang, led
by our talented pianist, Mercy Lynn Andalis, who is filling in for Nander. In the balcony, Don Ankeny
had turned the power on for the video amplifiers, turned on the monitors, and helped connect the computer
for Mercy Lynn’s husband, Jim, who created the PowerPoint presentation which Brenda Murphy ran,
during the service, for us to view. Teamwork! Mercy Lynn is leading choir practice and actively
recruiting new choir members, I’m told, so if you’re interested in singing, please contact her, or the church
office.
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GRACIE’S GOOD NEWS!...continued
News of members and friends: Sandy King has a new addr ess, the Alden Long
Grove on Old Hicks Road. Erica Lake and her family threw Sandy a birthday party
there this month, complete with party hats and cakes. Nanette Fasco has also moved,
to Midtown Crossing. “I love my new home,” Nanette tells me. She says her
kitchen’s organized just right, she likes the ample “closets … laundry and computer
rooms … free classes offered to residents.” We wish Sandy and Nanette well. Other
kinds of moves: Marian Seaholm’s granddaughter Ann, who’s accompanied Marian
to church, recently, is Peace Corps-bound, and Rachel Murphy & dad Mike (with
21,998 others) Biked the Drive early May 28 morning, after which Mike and other
Ed Min member s ser ved cake and coffee following the wor ship ser vice. Wher e
does your energy come from, Mike?!
Happy anniversary, Linda & Don Trinite, who celebrated 35 years of marriage, May 28, and happy
birthday in advance to Kay Maloney, Brenda Murphy, Joy Raczka, John Hardy, Bill Knopf, Marion Pugh,
Erica Lake’s daughter Serena, Ana Novaes, and Linda & Don Trinite’s son Sam; they wer e bor n in
June. Congratulations to Libby Edmondson, Renee & Randy’s daughter , who gr aduated May 20 fr om
Maine West High School. Libby plans to pursue a bachelor’s degree in dental hygiene in the School of
Allied Health at Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, in the fall. Other graduates of loved ones are
recognized in this month’s Messenger. So happy to see Kathleen Barnes & daughter Lisa in worship, in the
month, as well as Anne Cowin (her mom Shirley Weaver just turned 91!), Kim Darling back fr om FL,
and Maureen & Arnie Ladd now Maureen’s feeling better; we’ve missed them. Welcome to Ann Roper’s
son, who came to wor ship with Ann, and Anna May Arthur, who came with her daughter Tracey
Goytia. Also pleased to see Donna Schroeder, who visits r egular ly fr om TN. Donna shar ed good
news: her grandson Ean is a new Maine West High School graduate! Finally, greetings to some newer
visitors whose names I hope I’ve spelled correctly – Jesus Fung, Seung Choi, Jessica Larkin and Geraldine
Little; please come again!
We are praying for Orlando Novaes and Alcides Rondina, fathers of Nander and Ana Novaes, who have
health issues, for Pastor Irene, who plans surgery in June, and Bev Zuccarini, who is recuperating from
surgery. Our heartfelt sympathies to Pastor Irene, also, for the loss of her brother Howard Taylor of
Beaumont, TX, who passed away April 27, and to Howard’s wife Sharon, and daughters Elisa TaylorBaptiste and Monica Taylor-Boggan, whom we met a few months ago when they visited. May your
brother, husband, and father Howard rest in peace.
Please keep your messages coming; I’m grateful for each one. Leave
notes for me with Elizabeth Bowen, our new administrative assistant in
the office, or e-mail me at gracie.fumc@yahoo.com. Welcome,
Elizabeth, and also Bruce McIntosh, our new custodian. Blessings to
Larry Maloney, who is helping to ease our new staff member s’
transition. Happy Father’s Day (June 17) to all the dads in our church
family.
Faithfully,

Gracie
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Is Sunday, June 17th
Mom’s Day Out Summer Camp has begun!
June 4 - August 17, Monday - Thursday, 9am - 12pm

Sacred Grounds, our early Sunday morning coffee
service, is up and running again! Come visit us in
Goodyear Hall and enjoy our delicious Equal Exchange
coffee. We charge $2.00 a cup, with the proceeds
going towards special programs or the general fund.
Request from the coffee volunteers - We know we are a
busy church with many group activities. We ask that if
any group needs Goodyear Hall on a Saturday or Sunday,
please contact Arnie Ladd or Donna Catlett. We will
gladly make arrangements to move our coffee station to
another location and still provide our service. Thanks!

IMPORTANT! We are asking that each family have
a Family Contact Information Form on file in the
church office. We know some of you may have
already completed a form, but due to changes in
staff, we ask that you complete another one. It is
important that we know who to call in the event
there is an emergency while you are attending a
church activity.

Forms will be on the tables outside the Sanctuary.
Please complete your form and put in the
Administrative Assistant's box, in the office, or
slide it under the office door. We thank you in
advance for your cooperation in this matter. If you
would like a form emailed to you please contact
the church office at fumcdesplaines@gmail.com
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Chair of Trustees
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Chair of Nurturing/Hospitality
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday
1
3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons

2
8a-12p
Piano Lessons
3p: Youth Choir
Rehearsal
4:30p: Family
Community Meal

8

9
8a-12p
Piano Lessons

JUNE
3

4

9a: Sun School
10a: Worship

9a-12p: MDO 9a-12p: MDO
Summer Camp Summer Camp
9a: Prayer
5p: Praise
Dance
3:30-8:15p

11:30p: Conf.
Class

5:30p:
Bessie’s Table
7p: Worship
Committee

5

9a-12p: MDO
Summer Camp

9a-12p:
3:30-8:15p
MDO Summer Piano Lessons
Camp

12

9a: Sun School
10a: Worship

9a-12p: MDO 9a-12p: MDO
Summer Camp Summer Camp

11:30a: Church
Council Meeting

5p: Praise
Dance

14

9a-12p: MDO
Summer Camp

9a-12p:
3:30-8:15p
MDO Summer Piano Lessons
Camp

6:30p:
Trustees
17

18

19

9a: Sun School
10a: Worship

9a-12p: MDO 9a-12p: MDO
Summer Camp Summer Camp
5p: Praise
9a: Prayer
Dance
3:30-8:15pm
Piano Lessons
5:30p:

15

3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons

3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons

20

21

9a-12p: MDO
Summer Camp

9a-12p:
3:30-8:15p
MDO Summer Piano Lessons
Camp

6p: Bible Study

22

3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons

6:30p: Missions

26

8a-12p
Piano Lessons
3p:Youth Choir
Rehearsal

23
8a-12p
Piano Lessons
10a: Spiritual
Formation
3p:Youth Choir
Rehearsal
4:30p: Family
Community Meal

7p: Choir Reh.
25

4:30p: Family
Community Meal
16

4:30p: Family
Community Meal

6:30p: Finance

24
10a: Worship

9a-3p: Flea
Market & Craft
Fair/Blood Drive

10a: Spiritual
Formation
3p: Youth Choir
Rehearsal

13

9a: Prayer

6:30p:
Trustees
7p: Choir Reh.

3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons
7p: Choir
Rehearsal

7p: Education
Committee

11

Bessie’s Table

7

Piano Lessons

10

5:30p:
Bessie’s Table

6

10a: Ladies of
the Church

Saturday

27

9a-12p: MDO
9a-12p: MDO 9a-12p: MDO
Summer Camp
Summer Camp Summer Camp
3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons
7p: Outreach &
Communications
7p: Choir Reh.

28
9a-12p:
MDO Summer
Camp

29

30

Always check
our website
for the latest
details in
scheduling!
fumcdp.org

