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What’s Happening in February? 

• Feb. 5: Ladies of the 

Church @ 10am 

• Feb. 9: Church 

Council after worship 

• Feb. 9: Pizza 

Coupons Delivered 

• Feb. 14: Happy 

Valentine’s Day!  
 

• Worship: 10am 

• Prayer Ministry 

Tuesday @ 9am 

• Feb. 2: Communion 

• Feb. 26: Ash 

Wednesday Service 

@ 6:30pm 

 

• 9a: Sunday School 

for all ages 

• Bible Study - Wed. 

@ 6:30p - Mar. 4, 11, 

18, 25 & Apr. 1 

• Spiritual Formation 

2nd & 4th Saturday 

@ 10am 
 

WORSHIP STUDY LIVE 

From the desk of Pastor Irene…. 

FOLLOWING THE PATH OF JESUS 
Reposted from The Messenger - February 2017 

“He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord  
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly  

with your God?” (Micah 6:8) (NRSV) 
We are called to be the disciples of Jesus in a very complex world and society.  The 
things that were once out of our reach are now at the click of a mouse. Technology and 
computers have radically changed our lives and the way we think of the world. We can 
travel the world without leaving home. We have access to more information than our 
ancestors could have imagined. When drive through banking became a reality, my    
parents did not trust or accept this change. If they were still alive, I could only imagine 
the look on their face when told we can now deposit checks into our banking accounts 
by using what is called a cell phone. 
 
Today, we can bring the library home with us. No 
standing in line waiting to use the copy machine or 
spending hours taking notes. The once simple lifestyle 
that many of us were accustomed to is a thing of the 
past. It is evident that while access to more        infor-
mation is good, it also comes with some challenges, in 
particularly, for the church. Discipleship is being done 
in some unique and unorthodox ways. We must come 
to grips with the reality that technology and social media also impact the way we do     
mission work, evangelism, and discipleship.  We must not let fear hold us back. The 
church must, like the rest of society, keep up with the changes while remaining faithful 
to our mission and purpose. 



Today, by simply clicking the mouse on our 
computer, we can explore every religion that exists. Our   
children can easily do a comparative analysis of the various 
religions of the world without much input from us and are 
often better informed than we. That means that if we are to 
be faithful as disciples of Jesus Christ, we too must broaden 
our understanding of other religions and faith groups. We 
must get over our fear of the other. Because of the             
advancement in technology, we are connecting with more 

people than ever before. Our world has become more diverse, whether we leave our homes are not. Daily, we are 
exposed to the faith of our friends and of total strangers. Therefore, the principles and practices of our Christian 
faith are constantly being challenged, not only by non-Christians but also by those of the Christian faith. 

So, the question becomes, how do we remain steadfast in our faith when there are so many other thoughts and 
teachings that clash with our understanding of scripture and what God requires of us? Our text above gives us three 
simple, but challenging practices to embrace as a follower of Jesus. The Old Testament Prophet, Micah, tells us that 
God simply asks us to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. 

To fulfill this requirement so that we may fol-

low the path of Jesus demands that our witness be ground-
ed in the compassionate love and mercy of God. This prac-
tice of love and mercy does not mean we water down our 
faith, instead it proves that our faith is rooted in the uncon-
ditional love of our God that radically changes lives. We 
must be strong and deeply grounded in our faith, but flexi-
ble enough to practice our faith with open hearts, open 
minds, and open doors. This is radical discipleship, the kind 
of discipleship Jesus practiced. Bill Easum, in his blog, Radi-
cal Discipleship is What We Need, 2015, describes radical 
discipleship as “walking, talking, and acting like Jesus.” He goes on to say, “Radical Discipleship is of such nature that 
if we even come close to it in our daily lives, others will want to know what we have that they don’t have, which 
opens the door for us to share our faith.”  When we follow the path of Jesus, His Spirit is contagious and draws    
others to Him through our witness. 
 

We must not think of Christian discipleship as a means of control or manipulation of the mind and spirit of others. 
It is evident that bad theology and Biblical interpretation were at the root of the justification of many sinful acts 
against many of God’s people. Bad theology and wrong Biblical interpretation have driven some Christians to     
practice hate and exclusion, and it is all done in the name of Christ to save Christianity. However, Christian disciple-
ship is about drawing others to Christ, not driving them away. 

Christian discipleship must always be grounded in God’s unconditional love that is extended to all those known in 

John 3:16 as “Whosoever will.”  To practice a faith grounded in love demands much from its disciples because it is 

not a passive love but an active love. Like Jesus, each one of us will come to that place where we profess, "The Spirit 

of the Lord is on me because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 

freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free” (Luke 4:18).) Christian       

Discipleship is a call to active love; a call to put one’s faith into action. 

Christian Discipleship understands that, at the heart of the Gospel, is forgiveness and 

compassion. It was God’s compassionate love that moved God to have pity upon us. It 

was this active love that stepped out of heaven and took on the form of a human that we 

might have a high priest who could identify with us. Passive love would not, and could 

not, endure the Cross of Calvary so that all (even His enemies) might have life. It was God 

who broke the chains of death, so that we might have victory over this life. 
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There is nothing passive or weak about the love of Jesus because the love of Jesus was that Perfect Love from heaven 

that ushered in the Light of God, casting out the darkness that overshadowed God’s people. Brennan Manning, the 

author of The Furious Longing of God, writes, “The Kingdom of God is not a  subdivision for the self-righteous or for 

those who lay claim to private visions of doubtful authenticity and boast they possess the state secret of their salva-

tion. No, as Eugene Kennedy notes, “it is for a larger, homelier, and less self-conscious people who know they are sin-

ners because they have experienced the yaw and pitch of moral struggle. The men and women who are truly filled with 

light are those who have gazed deeply into the darkness of their own imperfect existence.” Today, we must under-

stand that following the path of Jesus is not about keeping others out. It is a call to make disciples of all people. God 

did not create an exclusive society, nor did God come to earth to redeem an exclusive society. Scripture is filled with a 

loving Savior who invites all who are heavy laden to come to God, where they can find rest for their weary souls. 
 

Following the path of Jesus is to understand we are created to fulfill 

the will of God. Jesus' earthly mission and ministry demonstrated that God’s love was 

not only an  active love, it was also a Purposeful love. A purpose driven love demands 

action. It was a call upon Jesus life to fulfill the will of God. Our lives are also    purpose

-driven lives. We too are called and commissioned to fulfill the will of God. Apostle 

Paul wants us to understand that the Christian life leads all believers to “a crucify life 

with Christ. A life where we confess, “It is no longer I who lives but Christ who now 

dwells within me.” 
 

Brennan Manning reminds us that “God’s love is never, never, never based on our   

performance nor ever conditioned by our moods of elation or depression. The   furious 

love of God knows no shadow of alteration or change; it is reliable and always         tender.” Thus, to follow the path of 

Jesus calls all believers to the practice of forgiveness. Without forgiveness, there can be no love. When we were lost in 

sin, God extended grace and waited patiently for us. Our walk must be seasoned with grace, forgiveness, compassion, 

and love to follow the path of Jesus. This grace is not just for those who are called Christians, it is for all of humanity. 

That which God created, God loves and wants to be in relationship with His creation. This may be hard for us to hear 

and take to heart, but nonetheless, it is the truth.  
 

Scripture teaches that God came and dwelled among us to save the world. We may give up on people, but God never 

gives up; thus, if we are following the path of Jesus, then we too are called to be the Light of Christ in the world.    

Therefore, we must not let religion get in the way of our following in the footsteps of Jesus. Religion was not created 

by God; thus, God’s love is greater than our religion and exceeds the boundaries of our religion. In closing, I again turn 

to Brennan Manning, who reminds us that we must let go of our impoverished, circumcised, traditionalist,     legalistic, 

human perceptions of God and open ourselves to the God in Jesus Christ. If we will, the promise is that we will be filled 

with the fullness of God. Therefore, my sisters and brothers, let us walk in a manner that is worthy of our calling.  Let 

us love one another with the love of Christ. Practice Godly love by following the path of Jesus! May your valentine’s 

day be filled with God’s abiding love and may you share this love with all people. Practice Radical Love wherever God 

plants you in the days ahead!     Pastor Irene 
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Join us for: 

Ash Wednesday  

Worship Service 

 

February 29, 2020 

6:30pm - FUMC Sanctuary 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Meets on Wednesday   

February 5th 
Goodyear Hall 

Come join us for a time of 
fellowship, coffee and  

refreshments!  

Please click on the following link to the Northern Illinois 
Conference for Bishop Dyck's statement on proposed     
separation of the United Methodist Church. Please be sure 
and click on the "Related Links" at the bottom of the page 
for additional information.  
https://www.umcnic.org/news/bishop-dyck-statement-on-
proposed-separation  
  

Mark your calendars for "conversations" around the NIC 
about what is expected to take place at the General Con-
ference, May 5-15, 2020, in Minneapolis, Minn. The        
following scheduled conversations are co-hosted by the 
NIC Exploration Team and NIC General/Jurisdictional      
Delegation along with the DCM/Cabinet: 

Sunday, Feb. 2 @ 3-5pm: River Forest UMC 
Thursday, Feb. 13 @ 3-5pm: Woodridge UMC 
Thursday Feb. 13 @ 7-9pm: Schaumburg: Our Savior's 
Sunday, Feb. 16 @ 3-5pm: Rockford: Christ  
Registration is required. The link above will take you to the 
registration page.   
 
Questions? Please email Pastor Irene 
at fumcdp.pastor@gmail.com or call the church office to 
set up a time to meet with her.   

Registration Link for the 2020 Laity Convocation:  

https://www.umcnic.org/calendar/laity-convocation  

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH 

AFTER WORSHIP SERVICE 

https://www.umcnic.org/news/bishop-dyck-statement-on-proposed-separation
https://www.umcnic.org/news/bishop-dyck-statement-on-proposed-separation
https://www.umcnic.org/calendar/laity-convocation


Gifts given to God through First United Methodist Church  
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As of Sun, Dec. 31, 2019 we 

have 29 pledges totaling 

$136,890. 

Our Endowment Fund now 

has a balance of $222,671. 

Additional donations are 

always welcome. 

FEBRUARY COMMUNION OFFERING 

The February Communion Offering is taken from the red band of the Rainbow         
Covenant Book of the Northern Illinois Conference of the United Methodist 
Church.  The  Peru-Titicaca Border Ministry in Bolivia (#3021288) supports individual 
volunteers in   mission Deborah      
Rissing and Jeffrey Wasilevich from 
Downers Grove UMC.  Both individuals 
have been  present in Bolivia since 
2011 to      support this ministry. The 
region around Lake Titicaca is among 
the poorest in Peru and Bolivia, popu-
lated by indigenous Aymara. Their 
goals are to strengthen their local 
churches, improve their economy and 
health, and develop  sustainable       
resources.  

 

As of Dec. 31, 2019, our  

Music Ministry Fund has 11 

pledges totaling $28,320. 

Finance Committee Chair: Burke Oehrlein 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, February 18 @ 6:30pm 

Year ended December 31, 2019 

  Budget Actual Variance 

Offerings   $     296,527   $     247,846   $     (48,681) 

Expenses        267,055         221,575           45,480  

Apportionment          29,472           29,472                    -  

     Net      $       (3,201) 

      

One  Month ended December 31, 2019 

  Budget Actual Variance 

Offerings    $      24,711   $      31,698   $        6,987  

Expenses          22,255             1,455           20,800  

Apportionment            2,456             2,456                    -  

     Net      $      27,787  
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Mission Commission Co-Chairs:  
Laura Miller & Linda Trinite 

The next meeting will be Tuesday, Feb. 18th at 6:30 p.m. 

Community Backpack 
Program Needs 

Individual Serving Sizes of: 
• Beef Stew 
• Pasta & Meat (i.e. 

Spaghetti O's, Chef 
Boyardee)   

• Oatmeal Packets 
• Soup (kid flavors) 
• Juice boxes 
• Canned tuna or chicken  
• Vienna Sausages 
• Mac and Cheese 
• Shelf Stable Milk 
•  

Thank you for making a 
difference in our community!  

YOUTH MISSION 
TRIP FUNDRAISER!  

 
Treat your Sweetheart 
to pizza on Valentine’s 
Day while helping send 
our youth to Red Bird 
Mission in Beverly,   
Kentucky this summer! 
Youth representatives 
will be in the Parlor 
after worship taking 

your pizza coupon orders or you can sign up on the sheet in 
the Parlor. Coupons will be available for pickup on Sunday, 
February 9th. 
 
Each coupon is good for one 9” frozen DEEP-DISH pizza 
(cheese, sausage, pepperoni, or spinach ONLY) to be picked 
up by customers at any Lou Malnati’s location. Good for 6 
months.  Vouchers may be used for a frozen heart shape  
pizza during holiday season upon availability and depending 
what is in stock at that location. At this time, a gluten free 
option is not available with the coupons. 
 
Cash or checks payable to FUMC accepted!  

Youth Mission Team Meeting  

Sunday Feb 16th  

After worship in the youth room.   
 

A light lunch will be provided as we spend 1-1/2 
hours on team building and planning our mission. 

Parents can plan on picking up their youth at 
1pm. Let’s get this Mission started!  
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Christian Education Commission Chair:  Karen Boesche   
Next Meeting: February 4  @ 7:00pm  

Churchwide Lenten Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm 

 March 4, 11, 18 & 25 & April 1  
  

We are studying: 
 

The Walk: Five Essential  
Practices of the Christian Life  

By: Adam Hamilton 
  

 
Book Orders are due by noon on Thursday, February 13th. Fill out the 
form below and return to the church office along with your payment. 

PLEASE DO NOT PUT IN THE OFFERING PLATE  

Hardcover: $13.50 ● Large Print Paperback: $15.00 
Please specify which kind of book you would like on the form below when 

placing your order with the church If you prefer to order on your own,  
books and a kindle version are available on Amazon. to order on your own, 

books and a kindle version are available on Amazon.  
About the Study:  
“Examine five essential spiritual practices rooted in Jesus’ own walk with God. 
How do we walk with Christ—daily follow him, grow in him, and faithfully serve him? Join 
Adam Hamilton this Lent and Easter in The Walk and discover five essential spiritual   
practices rooted in Jesus’ own walk with God. In each chapter, Hamilton’s engaging   
teaching style will help you explore one of these practices—each of which is intended to be 
a part of our daily walk with Christ—its New Testament foundation, and its potential effect 
on our personal lives and our lives together as the church. Perfect as a standalone book or 
can be combined with the DVD, Leader Guide, and youth and children’s resources to create 
a six-week, church wide study.” (From Cokesbury) 

  
NAME: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

⃝ HARDCOVER – Number of copies ____________ 

⃝ LARGE PRINT PAPERBACK – Number of copies ________________ 

PAID: ⃝ Cash – Amount: _________________ (exact change only) 

  ⃝ Check – Amount: ________________ 

 

REMINDER KIDS:  

BRING YOUR BIBLE TO CHURCH!  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LITURGISTS 
Feb. 2: Rich Ludwig 
Feb. 9: Leo Rosete 

Feb. 16:  Nanette Fasco 
Feb. 23:  Renee Edmondson 

 
USHERS  

Donna Catlett 
Need an additional volunteer!  

 
FEBRUARY FELLOWSHIP HOST:  

Communications Team 
 

Worship Committee Chair: Tina Shelton  
Next Meeting Monday, February 3 @ 6:30 pm 

If you would like to purchase 
Sanctuary Flowers in honor 
or memory of a loved one, 
please contact the church 

office or sign up on the poster 
on the wall outside the church 

office for available dates.  
Cost is $35.00. Thank you!  

Spiritual Formation is 

a place where you can 

come and learn 

techniques and practices 

that will allow you to 

better commune with  

 

God in your own time. Together we pray, we share and 

learn to listen for God's voice through art, the scriptures 

and so much more. Small time commitment, many 

blessings.  
 

The class is facilitated by Tina Shelton. We meet in the 

2nd floor prayer room on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of 

the month. 

Join us for a time of quiet 
prayer with Pastor Irene and 
members of our Prayer 
Team. We meet in the prayer 
room on Tuesday mornings 
at 9:00am.  

We want to be in prayer with 
you to share your joys and 
struggles. If you have a 
specific prayer to share, 

please completer one of our prayer cards and 
leave it in the prayer box located in the 
sanctuary foyer. 
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WE NEED USHERS!  
If you would be willing to serve as an 

Usher on any given Sunday, please 
contact the church office. Adults and  

Youth are welcome to sign up.  
Training will be provided!  

 
 
 
 
 

February Adult Choir Practice Schedule 
Tuesday, February 4 at 6:00 pm 
Sunday, February 9 at 9:00 am  

Tuesday, February 11 at 6:00 pm 
Tuesday, February 18 at 6:00 pm 
Sunday, February 23 at 9:00 am  

 
Youth Choir Practice TBD 

Interested in joining? See Nander for details.  
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Prayer Ministry meets every Tuesday at 9am 

 

Chair:  Walt Dibbern 

Meeting: Tuesday, February  11 @ 5:30 pm 

Remember, we now have e-giving 

online! You can now give when you are 

on vacation, setup auto payments, or 

even give to special offerings.   
 

 Visit www.fumcdp.org  and click on 

‘Ways to Give’ or see Walt Dibbern.  

Be sure to follow us 

on Facebook and like 

our posts! 

An easy way to give to FUMCDP  
at no cost to you! 

 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic 
way for you to support FUMCDP every time 

you shop, at no cost to you. When you 
shop at smile.amazon.com, you'll find the 
exact same low prices, vast selection and 

convenient shopping experience as 
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase 
price to our Church.    

Just click here to connect: https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2368500 

Support FUMCDP every time you shop! 

Keep up with the happenings in 
the Northern Illinois Conference 
and our District by visiting their 

website at:  

www.umcnic.org 
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Does your committee have special events coming up? If so, please 
send the details to our Communications Team. We would love to 
share the events with our church family and the community. Email 
information to the church office at fumcdesplaines@gmail.com. 
Thanks in advance!  

Have you visited our 
church website lately? 
Stay up to date on the 
happenings at FUMC 
and share with your 
friends and family!  

www.fumcdp.org 

http://www.fumcdp.org/
http://www.fumcdp.org/giving.html
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2368500
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2368500
http://www.fumcdp.org
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Groundhog Day is February 2nd 

“Leap years are needed to keep our modern day Gregorian cal-
endar in alignment with the Earth's revolutions around the sun. 
It takes the Earth approximately 365.242189 days – or 365 days, 
5 hours, 48 minutes, and 45 seconds – to circle once around the 
Sun.”  Source: www.timeanddate.com 

What happens if your birthday falls on Leap Day? A 

person born on February 29 may be called a "leapling", a 
"leaper", or a "leap-year baby". In non-leap years, some leaplings 
celebrate their birthday on either February 28 or March 1, while 
others only observe birthdays on the authentic intercalary 
date, February 29.  

Source: Wikipedia 

Black History Month is an annual cele-

bration of achievements by African Ameri-
cans and a time for recognizing the central 
role of blacks in U.S. history. Also known as 
African American History Month, the event 
grew out of “Negro History Week,” the 
brainchild of noted historian Carter G. 
Woodson and other prominent African 
Americans. Since 1976, every U.S. president 
has officially   designated the month of Feb-

ruary as Black History Month. Other countries around the world, in-
cluding Canada and the United Kingdom, also devote a month to cele-
brating black  history. 

Origins of Black History Month 

The story of Black History Month begins in 1915, half a century after 
the Thirteenth Amendment abolished slavery in the United States. 

That September, the Harvard-trained historian Carter G. Woodson and 
the prominent minister Jesse E. Moorland founded the Association for 
the Study of Negro Life and History (ASNLH), an organization dedicated 
to researching and promoting achievements by black Americans and 
other peoples of African descent. 

Known today as the Association for the Study of African American Life 
and History (ASALH), the group sponsored a national Negro History 
week in 1926, choosing the second week of February to coincide with 
the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass. The event 
inspired schools and communities nationwide to organize local cele-
brations, establish history clubs and host performances and lectures. 
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/black-history-month  

We probably think of romance when Valen-
tine’s Day comes. That’s fine, but there’s 
more to the story than that. 

 
St. Valentine was a 
Christian priest and mar-
tyr who lived about A.D. 
270. The Roman emper-
or at the time was Clau-
dius II. Claudius had 
been a successful gen-
eral. He would not allow 
his  soldiers to marry, 
because he wanted to 
make sure they could go 

to battle quickly. He thought family ties 
would make the men reluctant to leave 
home. Because Valentine promoted mar-
riage and family life, he was jailed and later 
convicted of going against the orders of the 
emperor. He was martyred on February 14, 
the day we  remember him and our loved 
ones. 
 
While he was in jail, the jailer’s daughter 
befriended him. He wrote her a letter of 
appreciation and signed it “Your Valen-
tine.” The tradition of exchanging valen-
tines grew out of that heartfelt gesture.  

https://www.newsletternewsletter.com/  

https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/black-history-month
https://www.newsletternewsletter.com/


  
    
 

 

 

GRACIE’S GOOD NEWS - February 2020! 
 
 

Happy New Year, FUMC friends!  How are you?  I’m well, and glad to be 
back in this space, sharing news, joys and concerns.  I hope you’ve found 
ways to enjoy winter’s many gray days, and that you feel God’s presence 
daily, wherever you are.  I was contemplating resolutions, this week, New 
Year ones and ones for Lent (beginning Feb. 26), and found this clip1 that I 
like. à Neat, huh? 

 
I was briefly out of the sanctuary during worship, Jan. 26, and nearly ran into 
a pew when I returned and realized Mr. Bill Knopf, Staff Parish Relations 
chairman was announcing that Rev. Dr. Audrea Fumbanks Nanabray (L)2 

has been chosen to be our new pastor beginning July 1.  Rev. Nanabray 
currently serves as Sr. Pastor at Faith UMC, Chicago, and at St. Andrew 
UMC, Homewood.  Thank you, SPRC members, Bishop Sally Dyck and all 
those others whose wisdom and work have resulted in  selecting Rev. Dr. 
Nanabray to serve here at FUMCDP.   

Our Rev. Dr. Irene Taylor (R)3  has been preparing us for 
her retirement for some months, now, and we are happy for 
her, although missing her, in advance.  This announcement 

early in January made her retirement official: “Irene Taylor (Elder) to retire 
from DesPlaines: First (Elgin District). Irene became a probationary member in 
1998 through recognition of Orders from the Progressive Baptist Church, and a 
full Elder in 2001. During Irene's ministry she served Riverdale: Ivanhoe, 
Waukegan: Living Faith and DesPlaines: First.” -- ‘From the Bishop’s [Sally 
Dyck’s] Office’, week of Jan. 6). 
 
In faith, we all move forward -- Pastor Irene, Pastor Nanabray, and all of us, the church members. 
God bless our journeys. 
   
I was on vacation all December, but thanks to quite a number of persons who sent notes and photos 
of recent events, here are pictures taken at the church Advent party, Dec. 8: L-R, Char 
Stenstrom;4 Jan Geist & Joanne Maresso;5 Elaine Boxie, Jenny & Karen Fitzgerald;6 Osmar 
(parents Rufino, Grace Leyva);7 Pastor Rosa Villarreal …8 

 
 
 

 
 

… and photos of the FUMCDP and Hinsdale Fil-Am Seventh Day Adventist Church choirs, 
led by Nander Novaes.  They presented Joel Raney’s “Let the Whole World Sing,” a Christmas 
Cantata [choral composition], on Dec. 15, 2019, accompanied by pianist Mercy Lynn Andalis and 
cellist Gustavo Leyva, with FUMC and Nuevo Amanecer members and children appearing as 
Mary, Joseph, Jesus and the wisemen in a reenactment of the Nativity.  
 

Page 11 



More Good News From Gracie…. 
 
We were so blessed 
by this faithful and 
reverent 
performance.  
Jackie Pofahl sent 
this photo of the 
two choirs at First 
Congregational 
Church, where they 
also performed on 

Dec. 14, and Gloria Ludwig shared the smaller photo of participants in 
the reenactment, clockwise L, Pastor Rosa & Jesse Villarreal, Juan 
Diego Mijangos, Enesio (parents Victor & Annie Henderson), Joike 
Alexander & Isabella (dad, Juan Diego).  Not pictured but also in the 
reenactment were Pastor Lino Aragon, Sienna (parents Bill & Cheryl 
Chapman), Annie Henderson, and Minister Tina Shelton (narrator). 
 
 

Here are snapshots of Missions Commission members sharing the congregation’s gifts and service 
with friends in the community, during Advent, L-R, Jill Jacob9 and Linda Trinite10 and with  
cookies for firefighters; Laura Miller11 and Anne Hardy12 decorating Oakton Arms residents’ front 
doors for Christmas, and the socks,13 representing socks Missions gave to Bessie’s Table guests. 

 
 

 
Jan. 19, we honored Pastor Irene with 
a surprise and festive birthday 
reception.  Nander and the choir sang 
Happy Birthday to her and everyone 
sang along, and what wonderful 
fellowship and food we enjoyed!   
‘Little birdies’ among us cued the choir, 
so we sang Happy Birthday to Mercy 
Lynn Andalis, Gloria Ludwig and 
Minister Tina Shelton, L-R à in Jan., 
too.  Other January babies include 
Elizabeth Bowen, Anne & Joanna 
Hardy, Suzanne Knopf, Linda Korn, 
Joey Kozeluh, Martha Lindberg, 
Ronnie Summers, Joe Trinite, and 
Alison Tworek (parents Ted & Donna).   
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Some more news about members: Bill & Suzanne Knopf 
welcomed their first great granddaughter, Bella, born Jan. 1; 
Ceci Diaz’ niece Edna is home from hospital; Jeanne Fordham 

(R)14 and Jan Geist (far R, with Suzanne Knopf)15 are back in 
worship; Marion Mott-Dodge is recuperating; Nander Novaes’ 
vision issue has been resolved, and his father, Orlando, has 
recovered from his injury.  And Pastor Irene was featured recalling 
growing up during segregation, and sharing Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.’s dream, in the Jan. 15, 2020 Des Plaines Journal 
Newspaper, p. 3A, the article entitled “My Saving Grace,” by Denise Fleischer.   

 
More: Our youth are fundraising now for their mission trip to Redbird Mission 
in Kentucky, this summer.  See https://www.facebook.com/RedBirdMission for 
more info. re: Redbird, and if you’re craving Lou Malnati’s pizzas, the kids can 
help you out.  Also, Gloria Ludwig sent me a link to this picture (L) and news 
about Levin Rosete (parents Leo & Tess).  Levin is now in his 3rd year at IIT, 
aspires to be a rocket scientist, I read, and credits his dad for inspiring him.  Way 
to go, Levin!  See the story about Levin here: https://www.iit.edu/student-
experience/student-and-alumni-stories/aerospace-engineering-student-aspiring-
rocket-scientist#.XhyueyTU5jU.facebook.  
 

We are praying for Loryn Ankeny; Neal & Karen Boesche’s daughter Julia, Neal’s mother, 
and their sister-in-law Cindy; for young Matt (parents Randy & Renee); Walt Dibbern and his 
son Dave; and for Gerrie Little -- that God places His hand over each of them, and that their health 
improves.  We also pray for our denomination, which is considering separation.  Despite recent 
news headlines, Northern Illinois Conference Bishop Sally Dyck cautions that separation is still a 
proposal which must be voted on, in May 2020.  You may view the separation plan at https://
www.umnews.org/en/news/diverse-leaders-group-offers-separation-plan, and hear Bishop Dyck’s 
reflection on the proposal at https://vimeo.com/383814509.  As to what local churches can do in the 
meantime and beyond May, Bishop Dyck responded that we should “keep doing what we are called 
to do,” which is, “Be the church. Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ, to grow in our 
spiritual lives, and reach out to the people around us.” 

How can we “let others see the light in us [so they will] come to abide in it 
with us?”  “We have to be the agents!” 16 Pastor Irene said, Dec. 19 
worship. Our God is waiting … 

February birthdays:  This month we 
celebrate June Blue, Ben Bowen 
(parents Elizabeth & Kip), Harolyn 
Thogersen, Enesio (parents Annie & 
Victor Henderson), Sabrina (mom, 
Erica Lake), and Mia (mom, Cindy 
Yelich), born in February, and, Arnie & Ellie Seegers, John 
& Linda Korn, Prescilla & Lerrin Juarez, and Harolyn & 
Elmer Thogersen, wed in Feb.  Best wishes, all!  

If you have news and photos to share for the next newsletter, 
please email them to me at gracie.fumc@yahoo.com or give 
notes for me to Elizabeth Bowen, our administrative 
assistant.  Remember, Lent begins Feb. 26 (Ash 
Wednesday)!  Faithfully, Gracie 

Photo credits:  1, 13, 16 www.bing.com.  2 https://
homewoodsaintandrew.org/.  3, 4, 8, 14, 15, and all birthday photos: Harolyn 
Thogersen.  5, 6 ,7, 10, 11, 12, FUMC FB page.  9 Jill Jacob. 
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Always check 
our website for 

the latest  
details in  

scheduling!
fumcdp.org 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  1 
7:30p-12p 
Piano Lessons  

2  COMMUNION 
9a: Sun School 
 

10a: Worship 
  

11:30a: Nuevo 
Amanacer 
 

2p: Mongolian 

3 
9:30a: Mom’s 
Day Out 
 

5:30p: Bessie’s 
Table 
 

6:30p: Worship 
Committee 

4 
9a: Prayer 
Ministry 
 

4p -8:15p: 
Piano Lessons 

 

7:00p: Education 
 

5 
10a: Ladies of the 
Church 
 

 

6 
9:30a: Mom’s 
Day Out 
 

4p-8:15p: 
Piano Lessons 
 
 

7 
9:30a: Mom’s Day 
Out 
 

4p-8:15p: 
Piano Lessons 

8 
7:30a-12p 
Piano Lessons  
 

10a: Spiritual 
Formation 
 

9 
9a: Sun School 
 

9:15a: Adult Choir 
Rehearsal 
 

10a: Worship 
 

11:30a: Church 
Council Meeting 
 

11:30a: Nuevo 
Amanacer 
 

2p: Mongolian 
Fellowship 

10 
9:30a: Mom’s 
Day Out 
 

5:30p: Bessie’s 
Table 

 

11 
9a: Prayer 
 

4p-8:15p: 
Piano Lessons 
 

5:30p: 
Communications 
 

6:30p: Trustees 
 

7p: Choir 
Rehearsal 

12 
 

13 
9:30a: Mom’s 
Day Out 
 

4p-8:15p:  
Piano Lessons 
 

 

14 
9:30a: Mom’s Day 
Out 
 

4p-8:15p: 
Piano Lessons 

15 
7:30a-12p 
Piano Lessons  
 

 

16 
9a: Sun School 
 

10a: Worship 
 

11:30a: Nuevo 
Amanacer 
 

11:30a-1p: Youth 
Mission Meeting  
 

2p: Mongolian 

17 
9:30a: Mom’s 
Day Out 
 

5:30p: Bessie’s 
Table 
 

18 
9a: Prayer 
 

4p-8:15p: 
Piano Lessons 
 

6p: Choir 
Rehearsal 
 

6:30p: Missions  
 

6:30p: Finance 
  

19 
 

20 
9:30a: Mom’s 
Day Out 
 

4p -8:15p: 
Piano Lessons 

21 
9:30a: Mom’s Day 
Out 
 

4p-8:15p: 
Piano Lessons 

22 
7:30a-12p 
Piano Lessons  
 

10a: Spiritual 
Formation 
 

 

 24 
9:30a: Mom’s 
Day Out 
 

5:30p: Bessie’s 
Table 

25 
4p-8:15p: 
Piano Lessons 
 

 

26 
6:30p: Ash 
Wednesday Service 
 

27 
9:30a: Mom’s 
Day Out 
 

4p-8:15p: 
Piano Lessons 

28 
9:30a: Mom’s Day 
Out 
 

4p-8:15p: 
Piano Lessons 

29 
7:30a-12p: 
Piano Lessons   

 
 

23  
9a: Sun School 
9:15a: Choir Re-
hearsal 
10a: Worship  
11a: Nuevo      Ama-
nacer 
2p: Mongolian Fel-
lowship 



FUMC STAFF AND LEADERSHIP & STAFF 

Pastor Rev Dr. Irene Taylor 

Director of Music Ministry Nander Novaes 

Office Administrator Elizabeth Bowen 

Custodian Bruce McIntosh 

Pianist   Mercy Lynn Andalis 

Treasurer Brenda Murphy 

Lay Member to Annual Conference  Brenda Murphy 

Spiritual Formation Group Leader Tina Shelton 

Chair of Church Council Donna Catlett 

Chair of SPRC Bill Knopf 

Chair of Finance Burke Oehrlein 

Chair of Trustees Brenda Murphy 

Chair of Christian Education Karen Boesche 

Chair of Youth Council Tina Shelton 

Chairs of Missions Linda Trinite & Laura Miller 

Chair of Worship Tina Shelton 

Chair of Communications & Outreach Walt Dibbern 

Chair of Nurturing/Hospitality Karen Fitzgerald 

First United Methodist Church 

668 Graceland Avenue, Des Plaines, IL 60016 

Phone: 847-827-5561  

Email: fumcdesplaines@gmail.com 

www.fumcdp.org 

Rev. Dr. Irene Taylor, Pastor  

Join us on Sundays! 

9a.m. Sunday School  
Children, Youth & Adult Classes 

10a.m. Blended Worship  
Nursery Care Available 

Join us on Wednesdays! 

10:00a.m. & 6:30p.m. Bible Study 
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