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by Rev. Dr. Irene Taylor
Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also.
Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. "Now my soul is troubled. And what
should I say--' Father, save me from this hour'? No, it is for this reason that I have
come to this hour. (John 12:26-27)

We have been traveling the road of Lent, a holy season that invites all
believers to search and reflect on what it means to be disciples of Jesus Christ.
The critical question pondered during Lent is, "Am I willing to
deny self and pick up the Cross to follow Jesus?" Our spiritual
selves say "yes!" but our flesh often cries, "No," or feels
conflicted."
The thought of denying ourselves is a difficult calling. Yet, Jesus invites us to
join Him in transforming the world. Jesus, he has the power to insist that the
world become all that God would want it to be, but loves us enough that we
are invited to join Him in bringing about this transformation. It appears that
God has more faith in the goodness of our hearts than we have in ourselves.
Some believe that denying self is just a call to confess faith in the Messiah.
Continued

What’s Happening in March?
Live
 Mar. 15: Tax Seminar
 Mar. 18: Irene Taylor
Memorial Scholarship
 Mar. 25: Palm Sunday

Worship
 Mar. 4: Communion
Sunday Worship - 10am
 Every Tue, 9am: Prayer
Ministry - Prayer Room

 Mar. 30: Good Friday
 Mar. 31: Kids’ Easter
Party, 1:30-4:30pm

 Mar. 30, Good Friday
Service

Study
 Mar. 10 & 24, 10am
Spiritual Formation
 Wednesday Bible Study 10am & 6pm
 Sunday Bible Study meets at 9am in Library
Annex.
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However, over and over in scripture, Jesus teaches
that to deny-self demands picking of the Cross to
follow Him. This part of the invitation moves us
from merely claiming faith in the Messiah to
action, action that transforms our world. Faith in
Christ thus demands that we take a stand against
sin as it is revealed in the world.
Taking a stance for the way of Jesus is what makes
discipleship challenging. How do we abandon
ourselves to free ourselves to be available to do
God's will? Abandonment is not a word we readily
embrace. The concept of abandonment is
perceived in a very negative light and often understood as the rejection of self. But here it is a call to free
ourselves from those worries that hinder faith and enslave us to our fears and anxieties and concerns -paralyzing the mind and the spirit into believing we are powerless to effect change in our personal lives and
the world.
Throughout the season of Lent, Jesus has shown us how to move from mere faith in Him to doing God's will.
The demand of the flesh upon us is overwhelming. Especially today, when we often suffer from sensory
overload. There is so much in the world pulling for our attention, that seeing and experiencing God's presence
with us is often overshadowed. Despite this reality, we must remember that deep within our souls, we are
created in the image and likeness of God, therefore seeking solitude with God, as Jesus did, is key to our being
empowered by the Holy Spirit to do amazing works of grace and mercy.
Time with God helps us to overcome our fears and doubts freeing us to carry out the mission of Jesus Christ.
Time with God moves us from fear and doubt to love and compassion, the gifts of grace, needed to become
agents of transformation. Jesus' season of Lent was the 40 days He spent in the wilderness following His
baptism by John the Baptist. Those 40 days deepened His faith, taught Him how to overcome the desires of
His flesh, and how to surrender His will to do God's will. Those 40 days taught Him that He had control over
His flesh, His flesh did not have control over His spirit or will. Our humanity is a gift from God, but we are more
than flesh -- we are spiritual persons as well. Jesus, while in the wilderness, reminds us that life is more than
bread. The gospel of Matthew 4:3-4 reads, “The tempter came and said to him, ‘If
you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.’ 4 But
he answered, ‘It is written, One does not live by bread alone, but by every word
that comes from the mouth of God.’" The power of God's Spirit that lives within
us has set us free from the desires of our flesh.
To deny self to take up the Cross of Jesus calls us to be co-sufferers with Christ.
To be co-sufferers with Christ means that we must be willing to follow the path of
Jesus. Given that the call of Jesus led him to Calvary, it will also lead us to our
own Calvary experiences. For Jesus, it was death on a cross, the Bible and the
pages of history are filled with stories of others who have made the ultimate
sacrifice and those who stood for Jesus in spite of numerous threats. From the
pages of scripture, we read, “ 31 Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What will we
eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear?' 32 For it is the Gentiles who
strive for all these things; and indeed, your heavenly Father knows that you need
all these things. 33 But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness,
and all these things will be given to you as well." (Matthew 6:31-34)
Christ of St. John of the Cross Salvador Dali, 1951
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Christ Carrying the Cross Titian, 1505

As co-sufferers with Jesus, God's Spirit dwells inside of each
of us, giving us victory and power over the desires and fears
of our flesh. As we continue the journey of Lent and
prepare for the Season of Easter, may God continue to peel
away those things that keep us from running the Christian
race with purpose and diligence. Yes, Jesus could have
responded to those mocking Him, by abandoning His
mission to save the world, but He refused to give in to the
temptations of the flesh. Instead, He endured the taunting
and mocking of the crowd, choosing in the midst of
suffering and death to depend on God. We too must take
up the Cross of Salvation and carry it into the world, for
people everywhere need the chance to hear the Good
News of Salvation. Therefore, let us remember the lyric of
the songwriter, H. Ernest Nichol, as we respond to God's
call upon our lives:

We've a story to tell to the nations,
that shall turn their hearts to the right,
a story of truth and mercy,
a story of peace and light,
a story of peace and light.
For the darkness shall turn to dawning,
and the dawning to noonday bright,
and Christ's great kingdom shall come on earth,
the kingdom of love and light.
We've a song to be sung to the nations,
that shall lift their hearts to the Lord,
a song that shall conquer evil
and shatter the spear and sword,
and shatter the spear and sword.
We've a message to give to the nations,
that the Lord who reigneth above
has sent us His Son to save us,
and show us that God is love,
and show us that God is love.
We've a Savior to show to the nations,
who the path of sorrow has trod,
that all of the world's great peoples
may come to the truth of God,
may come to the truth of God.
Source: Celebrating Grace Hymnal #427
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News from the Finance Committee

Chair: Burke Oehrlein
Next Meeting: March 20th, 6:30pm

Gifts given to God through FUMC
Month ended January 31, 2018
Budget
Actual
Offerings
Expenses
Apportionment
Net

Offerings
Expenses
Apportionment
Net

$23,877
$21,442
$2,435

$15,375 $
$20,323
$2,435
$

Month of December 2017
Budget
Actual
$ 24,553
$30,071 $
22,251
19,322
2,302
2,302
$

Variance
(8,502)
1,119
7,383

Variance
5,518
2,929
8,447

As of Sun, Dec. 31, we
have 38 pledges for
2018 totaling $178,176
Roof and Building
Campaign is still open and
contributions are welcome.

The Roof and Building
Repair Pledge, to date,
is $131,490. Our
balance is $117,339.

Our Endowment Fund now
has a balance of $187,145.
Additional donations are
always welcome.

March Communion Offering
Communion Sunday is March 4th.
The March Communion Offering is designated to the United Methodist Committee on Relief (#999895 on
the Orange band in the Northern Illinois Conference Rainbow Covenant Book). UMCOR provides
humanitarian relief and disaster response in the United States and internationally. These undesignated
funds allow UMCOR to allocate funds to disasters as they arise.

Looking for Auction Workers
The Missions Team has found a new ‘gig’ to support the missions and needs that come our
way. We’ve gone from pro sports concessions to working at Lot 14 Auction in Niles. Next date
is Thursday March 15th from 4:30-9pm. It’s easy and fun and there is one ‘sit down’ job for a
team of 6. A team of 2-3 prep items for the auctioneer (kind of like a treasure hunt); one
assists the auctioneer (think of Vanna White), while the rest mark the items and assemble
them on tables for the winner. The ‘sit down’ person records all the lot numbers and
price. The family who runs it is organized, which makes it way better than concession stand
work! We have also known to go home with a few treasures of our own… just ask Anne Hardy
or Cheryl Burke! A % of the nightly auction is donated back to our church. Would love to see
some new workers join in! Going once…going twice…If sold see Linda Trinite or Laura Miller.
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Christian Ed Chair:
Karen Boesche
Next Meeting:
March 6th -@7pm

Education Ministry’s Vision:
“We are committed to Christ-centered learning that helps
children, youth, and adults study and apply biblical
principles to their daily living and to develop as disciples
of Jesus Christ.”

Confirmation Class
Confirmation Preparation Classes are scheduled to begin after Easter. We are excited to be using a new curriculum-Confirm! It
is more interactive, beginning conversations about what it means to be a Christian, living your faith, your commitment, God’s
call. We are ready! All interested parents and youth ages 11-15 ( 5th -9th grade) are asked to attend an informational meeting
on Saturday March 17th at 3:30pm in Goodyear Hall. (Youth Choir practice begins at 4:30) At
this meeting we will:
• Decide class meeting times for the first three months
• Look at what you will be learning-Curriculum overview
• Go over Student Covenant making sure students understand what will be expected
• Go over Parent/Guardian Covenant so parents also know what they are committing to
• Give information on YouthServe Summer Camp June 24-29th at Reynoldswood, Oregon, IL
• Talk about baptism, mentors and answer all your questions.
If unable to attend this information session, email Jan Weber jrweber45@hotmail.com to arrange a makeup session. All
interested families should have this information before the first class starting 2nd week of April.

COMING UP IN SUNDAY SCHOOL IN MARCH:
Primary Sunday School (Upstairs 9a)
Bible Verses:
Matthew 21:9
Jesus was in the center of the procession, and the people all around him were shouting, "Praise God for the Son of
David! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the LORD! Praise God in highest heaven!"

Courage and strength
Joshua 1:9 (Do you remember this verse from Vacation Bible School)
I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with
you wherever you go.

MARCH ELEMENTARY CURRICULUM TOPICS:
March 4, 11, 18: Lenten Journey
March 25: Holy Week Events
April 1: Alleluia! Easter Sunday! (No Sunday School) Join kids for breakfast!
_______________
Middle School Sunday School (Upstairs 9a)
March study topic: ‘Books of the Bible’. ‘Confirmation topics’ will also be part of lessons beginning in April.
Adult Sunday School (Library Annex 9a)
Current study: 11 lessons, study book of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Lamentations
No class April 1st (Easter Sunday)
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EVENTS TO LOOK FORWARD TO:

Continued

Sing Palm Sunday and/or Easter Sunday!
Open invitation for all kids to participate.
Choir practice schedule:
Sat. Mar. 17: 4:30-6p
Sat. Mar. 24: 3-4:30p
Sat. Mar. 31: 3-4:30p (after Easter Party)

Palm Sunday – Sun., March 25
Education Ministry will serve “hot cross buns” after Palm Sunday’s worship service. Plan to partake in this carbohydrate goodness! Yummy, yummy! “This is one of FUMC’s Palm Sunday traditions that has some weight to it!”

----------------------Kids’ Party, Easter Saturday – Sat., March 31
Education Ministry will host an Easter Kids’ Party from 1:30-2:30p.
Open invitation for all! There will be decorating - and eating- cupcakes along with Easter crafts the kids will have fun
making. Adults with their kids will also enjoy coloring eggs. We need lots of colored eggs! Some eggs will be used
at the church's Easter breakfast (Sunday 8:45-9:30a), some will be used for bringing the joy of Easter to Bessie’s Table. Egg colorers will also be able to take some home! Join the HUNT! Join the FUN!
---------------------Easter Sunday Breakfast – Sun., Apr. 1
Education Ministry will host (along with our youth) Easter breakfast from 8:45-9:30a. Rise ‘n shine and partake in
this early morning nourishment (coffee too)!
All are welcome!
Note: There will be a free-will offering for youth summer camp.

Maximizing your tax return without
getting into trouble
Presented by our own Burke Oehrlein, CPA, at the
Church on Thursday, March 15, 7pm. Admission free!
Call the Church to register at 847-827-5561.
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Mission Chairs: Laura Miller & Linda Trinite
Next Meeting: March 20th @ 6:30pm

A LIL SOMETHIN’ SOMETHIN’
A member of our church brought Barrett Blackman and his
group called “Lil somethin” to our attention, as a group we
might want to support. Mr. Blackman goes out on the
streets of the city of Chicago every weekend and gives
brown bag lunches and “a Lil somethin” to the homeless
he meets.
The Mission Commission is asking our congregation
to help by donating items needed such as New Tube Socks,
Hand/Toe Warmers, Snacks, such as Tuna Pouches, Snack
Cakes, Cheese or Peanut Butter Crackers, $5 McDonald’s gift cards.

A box will be placed in the parlor for your donated items through March 25th. Let’s stuff
the box full and show our generous spirit! Thank you in advance! The Mission Commission
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Worship Committee Chair: Tina Shelton
Next Meeting: March 5th, 7:00pm

March
Fellowship Time Attendants
Finance Committee





LITURGISTS
March 4: Noni Shelton
March 11: tbd
March 18: tbd
March 25: Anne Cowin
USHERS
Dave Duncan
Arnie Seegers

3/4: Bill & Suzanne Knopf’s 16th
wedding anniversary! (3/2/2002)
3/18: In memory of Leona Lietz
(Gloria Ludwig’s mother)

JOIN US FOR:
Quiet Prayer Time with Pastor Irene
Tuesday Mornings at 9am
Holy Healing Practices with Minister Tina
2nd & 4th Saturdays of the month at 10am
“The great thing is prayer. Prayer itself. If you want a life of prayer, the way to get it
is by praying...You start where you are and you deepen what you already have."
Thomas Merton

What a blessing it’s been this Lenten season to read
the Prayers of Jesus and to hear the reflections of both
the congregation and friends and family outside of our
church. It’s also been a joy to discover new things
about each other through the short bios.

Check your email or go to fumcdp.org to join in!
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Continued

Prayer Ministry: Holy Healing Practices

Let’s talk about prayer and the different ways to pray.
Join us in the Church Parlor, 2nd and 4th Saturdays, 10-11am.
Give it a try. What do you have to lose, except maybe a more
abundant life!
Holy Healing Practices is a place where you can come and learn techniques
and practices that will allow you to better commune with God in your own
time. Together we pray, we share and learn to listen for God's voice.

WHO WAS ST. PATRICK?

by Laurence P. Maloney

At Christmastime, we bemoan the commercialization of the season. But on St. Patrick’s Day, we celebrate it—with
parades, parties and the wearing of the green. The Sox and Cubs will don green caps in Spring Training and the Bulls
will wear green jerseys. Chicago dyes the river Kelly green and every kind of food and drink gets a green tint. But did
you know that in Ireland St. Patrick’s Day is completely different? It’s a holy day. Nearly everyone goes to church,
and it’s a reverent time. Only here in America do we eat corned beef and cabbage (a foreign dish to the Irish) and
partake in song and dance a jig—if we know how! But who was this 5th century Patron Saint of the Emerald Isle?
Well, to start with he wasn’t Irish. Born in Roman Britain, Patricius was stolen from his home by pirates as a teen
and brought in slavery to Ireland. Forced to work as a shepherd, he later wrote in his Confessio that his captivity
strengthened his faith. At 22 he had a vision of a ship in a dream. He woke up and started running—a runaway slave
—and he ran all night. Toward dawn he reached the coast—just as in his
dream, he saw a ship loading its cargo. He begged the men to take him
with them anywhere and promised to do any menial task to pay his way.
Reluctant at first, they relented. If this wasn’t miraculous enough, it’s said
another of his first miracles occurred during a terrible storm. He convinced the pagan sailors to pray to Jesus Christ and the storm instantly
subsided. Patrick had won them over, so they brought him home.

Prayer
Ministry
meets every Tuesday at 9am
Reunited with his family, he was ordained and became
a bishop,
but always felt a call to share his faith with the Irish. He returned to Ireland,
where he baptized and confirmed with untiring zeal. The legends of Patrick are numerous. He supposedly drove the snakes of Ireland into the sea
to their death. My favorite is that he explained the Holy Trinity by picking
shamrocks, showing the three petals: three persons in one God, just like
three petals with one stalk. He died on March 17, but his fame spread
worldwide. Parades are held on that day from Dublin, London and New
York to New Orleans, Tokyo and Sydney. Little Loiza, Puerto Rico worships
at the church of San Patricio because they drew lots and St. Patrick’s
name came up three times in a row—talk about the luck of the Irish! Can
you believe he was even named patron of Nigeria in Lagos in 1961?
Patrick is my middle name; my parents saw in him the devotion and the
friendliness of their ancestral people. Patrick loved the Irish, and we would honor him on the 17th by recalling his
perseverance, his love for our triune God and his 40-year quest to spread the gospel in Ireland.
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Communications
Committee

Chair: Walt Dibbern
Next Meeting: March 12th, 5:45pm
Check out the new e-giving online! You
can now give when you are on vacation,
setup auto payments, or even give to
special offerings.
Visit www.fumcdp.org and click on
‘Ways to Give’ or see Walt Dibbern.

Gift Cards for Birthdays and special occasions! Do your shopping right here at church and
raise funds for our general operating fund! There are over 700 gift cards to choose from! The
March Order date is Sunday, March 11th and cards will be distributed on March 18st.
You can find order forms on the bulletin board in the main hallway or setup an account at
https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/ Enrollment code: 1BC3F2A45593L
Send your order to the que and drop your check in mailbox #55. It’s that easy!
Gift Cards make great gifts for teachers, neighbors, family members, and friends!

The new directory is here - what a convenient and handy guide!
Prayer Ministry meets every Tuesday at 9am
There are only a few left, so pick up a copy before they’re gone.

Be sure to follow us on Facebook!
First United Methodist Church
668 Graceland Avenue
Des Plaines, IL 60016
Phone: (847) 827-5561 Web: www.fumcdp.org
Email: fumcdesplaines@gmail.com

Join us on Sundays!
9a.m. — Sunday School
Children, Youth & Adult Classes
10a.m. — Blended Worship
Nursery Care Available
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GRACIE’S COLUMN
By Gracie, the Church Mouse
MARCH 2018 GOOD NEWS AT GRACIE’S IN THE FUMC
It is so hard to stay focused! It’s 50 degrees this morning near February’s end; spring
calls me! How about you? Ready for change? Seasons are changing, and on the
church calendar, Epiphany transitioned into the season of Lent, this month. We celebrate Valentine’s Day; are we also forces for good for those “whose stories were left out, not heard,” for many
who still suffer? “You may say I’m a dreamer,” Pastor Irene Taylor recited Feb. 4, (from John Lennon’s famous
song, Imagine): “You may say I’m a dreamer, but I’m not the only one. I hope someday you’ll join us, and the
world will live as one.”

How can we be agents to bring about such a world as God and Lennon envision? Not by shr inking fr om
the task! “We all experience fear,” Pastor Irene said; “Peter, James and John were terrified during the Transfiguration,” when Jesus became radiant before them, Moses and Elijah appeared, and God spoke to them from a
cloud, “This is My beloved Son. Listen to Him and obey Him.” Peter, James and John were being prepared to be
Jesus’ disciples – to overcome fear by listening to God, to trust Him to equip them and show them the way. These
are our instructions, too. Afraid? Remember what Minister Tina Shelton and Nander de Novaes sang on Ash
Wednesday: “Whenever I am afraid, I will trust in You,” from Y ou A re My Hiding Place (Michael Ledner),
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rrdFw0WsEAg.
Why, after all Jesus sacrificed for us, is there still so much suffering? Our Youth group r ead I Hear a
Rumbling, Margaret Walker’s poem, in worship, Feb. 18. The ‘rumbling’ of sufferers that the poet refers to has
been relieved, somewhat, by recent positive changes such as acceptance in houses of worship, in housing, in
health care, Minister Tina observed, but suffering continues “because “people did not experience transformation
after these changes, and people cannot move forward without transformation.” Transformation is a process.
“Spend time with God; see what he reveals; repent; be transformed,” Min Tina said. “Read scripture like love letters … pore over the words, discover the fragrance of God.” Min Tina sees we are transforming: we are increasingly multicultural, multigenerational; we spend more time together; we share traditions, language, understanding,
faith.
What can we do, this Lenten season? FUMC members and friends are poring over God’s Word, this Lent.
Find their reflections on The Prayers of Jesus at http://www.fumcdp.org/. Each person studies a scripture passage, shares his reaction, a prayer, and a bit about himself. Noni Shelton examined John 6:1l on Feb. 21; read it
and be blessed by her insight and thankfulness. I like the prayers of the people so much, like Linda Trinite’s,
“Dear God, please help keep me humble,” and Jan Weber’s “Teach us to pray by finding solitude in our souls so
our spirits will find comfort and peace with you.” Walt Dibbern asks, “Keep your eye on us, Father, and instruct
us in your ways. When we stray and fail to obey your will … Bring us back quickly, Lord. Teach us to walk our
path every day beside your Son and our King, Jesus Christ.” Don Kreski prays, “Lord, it’s obvious that You love
us and want the best for us, but sometimes Your will is hard to understand and very hard to accept. Please give us
the strength to serve You as You require, and have mercy on us when we fail.” Don publicized FUMC’s intention
to host online Lenten reflections in the local newspaper, too. Thank you, Don!
We’re sharing with one another, this Lent: Feb.11, Anne Hardy, Ed Min members and Sunday school students made Lenten cr epes together -- a Shrove Tuesday tradition Anne learned from her grandmother, growing
up in England. Pastor Lino & Xiomara Aragon (Nuevo Amanecer) read scripture, Ash Weds. service -- the first time Xiomara read scripture aloud in English, she said. Wow! Ana de Novaes said,
“it was our first Ash Wed. service; we don’t have this back home [in Brazil].” Would you ever have
guessed? Ana & Nander have become such a part of our church family in a few months! Feb. 25 in
worship, Ana read scripture in Portuguese – another first! Yes, we do not understand Portuguese,
but we could enjoy Ana’s voice and read the scripture in English on overhead monitors. Same day,
Matthew E. sang “You r aise me up, so I can stand on mountains. You r aise me up, to walk on
stormy seas. I am strong, when I am on your shoulders. You raise me up, to more than I can be” -You Raise Me Up (Lovland & Graham), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= HeUJ4Y-XOeY. Did
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you sing along with Matt? I’m still singing! Next, Serena C. and the
Youth choir sang El-Shaddai (Card & Thompson), a contemporary
Christian song with Hebrew words. El Shaddai means God Almighty.
El Elyon na Adonai means God Most High, O Lord; I looked them up. So beautiful and reverent. Let’s praise
God some more, in song, in scripture, in our different voices, our different ways, this Lent. To sing along to El
Shaddai go here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tLM48ySdIDw.
continued

What are some of our favorite memories of Lent? I asked, and Mary Louise Shakespeare told me, music and Lent are bound together in her memories. “Singing is
part of my life,” she says. “I love music; I play a guitar.” Mary Louise led three FUMC
choirs at one time or another during 80 years at FUMC, and “spent many hours each week
choosing songs that fit the church calendar -- a joy and an important challenge to meet,
whether for very young children, elementary school, or high school age. High school age
people were always changing words or rhythm or chords … to get a laugh during practice,
but they never ever goofed off during worship. I was always waiting for someone to forget, but no one ever did; they knew how to participate in our worship services. We always looked at our Lenten services with sincerity. Elementary members were fun also.
We met on Thursday afternoons after school in the chapel … They arrived energetic and
hungry, so we had a snack first. Many times I noticed a few of the boys were nowhere in
sight. Usually could find them crawling under the pews on their tummies, dusting the
floors. At least they were doing something useful. Little ones were fun also. We sang once a month, so they had
time to learn the songs. Being up in front singing was hard for some of them to adapt to; they were a bit shy.
Once as we started to sing a little boy found a piece of yarn from his sweater was unraveled. During the whole
song he pulled on that colorful piece. What started out about 6 inches long ended up about 6 feet long by the end
of the song. Just could not get his attention to sing with us. We all learned -- loved -- and lived through each moment.”
Sue Lambert has a physical reminder of Lent: “Perhaps as many as 20 years ago, probably
at this very church, I was given a nail as a symbol of the suffering and death of our Lord Jesus
Christ,” she says. “I have two nails and at the time I kept one in my desk drawer at work and
the other I continue to put in my coin purse each year starting on Ash Wednesday. Some people tie a string around their finger to remind them of something. The nail is my reminder of
what it meant to be nailed to the cross.” Sue’s nail looks like these ‘hor seshoe’ nail she
found at Amazon.com:horseshoenails.
Don Ankeny’s childhood Lenten memory is the foundation of his current plan. Don
says, “when I was young and attending Sunday School my teacher gave me a special sheet of cardboard. It had
small slots on it so I could place one coin in a slot for each day of Lent. I was to think of something I could give
up for Lent. I liked to buy candy bars. So, I stopped eating candy bars for Lent and put the money I saved into
the slots on that cardboard one coin each day. At the end of the Lent, I gave the cardboard to the church. The
money from me and the other kids was combined and sent to a charity that helped other kids. At the time, my
focus was on what I was giving up for Lent and what I would not
have. Now I realize that doing my part each day resulted in helping
others. I just didn’t see that aspect of the whole project before. This year, I plan to make a chart with all the days of Lent
marked on it. Each day I will check off that day after I do my Lenten reflection/service. That way I will track my progress visually
the way that that cardboard did so many years ago. The chart will
also be a visual reminder that I want to do something for Lent each
day. My plan is to join with others in the church through reading
and reflecting on the Prayers of Jesus available on the church website. I think this Lent will be more meaningful to me if I also try to
do some sort of service work each day. I don't know what that will
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be

at the moment. Most likely it will be some small thing each day.”
continued

We thank God for blessings. Little ones are blessings: Happy bir thday,
Enesio H. -- “She’s the little one who sings with the chorus,” Pastor Irene
said, and also to Sabrina C.; and Mia Y. Grownups are blessings: Happy anniver sar y, John
& Linda Korn, Arnie & Ellie Seegers, Harold & Lois Jaderborg, Harolyn & Elmer Thogersen, Prescilla &
Lerrin Juarez.
We thank God for ‘big kids.’ John & Anne Hardy’s son Jason, a fir efighter , is also a r eal
estate broker with Keller Williams Partners Realty. Don & Linda Trinite’s son Sam is driving a
truck and pulling a trailer “on the road helping persons in need in OK.” In just his first week,
he visited with three residents, making repairs in their homes, visiting with them. Sam thanks
all who are supporting him in this ministry, and asks for prayers for people he helps and for
himself, so he will be equipped to share the Good News.
We thank God for new friends: Holly (I could not hear Holly’s last name; someone tell
me?), and Yah Gorgboyee, 1st yr. seminarian at Garrett from Liberia, answered Pastor Irene’s call to discipleship,
Feb. 18. At Pastor’s invitation, members lined up to welcome them, and volunteers escorted them back to their
pews. Such a warm welcome! We thank Him for old friends: Char Stenstrom came to worship, Ash Wed. eve;
Anne Roper came with her gr andson and his fr iend, Feb. 18; Lois Jaderborg, with daughter Jean, Feb. 25.
Missing Harold Jaderborg, recovering at home, very much. Sending get wells to Don Ankeny, recovering from 2
cataract surgeries and his wife Loryn, from mercury poisoning; Jan Geist’s son Dave, recovering from recent surgery; Jill Jacob, who injured her foot; Neal Boesche, who had procedures on his knees. We pray for persons we
miss. We mourn for a departed loved one, Beverly Zuccarini’s husband Gene, 87, who passed away Feb.
18. Gene and Bev were high school sweethearts wed 64 years, have 3 devoted children -- Steven, Robert, and
Susan, and 8 grandchildren and 4 great grandchildren. We send our deepest sympathy to Bev and her family.
Arrangements are pending.

We thank God for faithful stewards: After heavy snows, on Feb. 9 we had a ‘snow day’ at the chur ch, and
I thought I would be all alone, but Larry Maloney came to answer the phones, and John Uselding, to make sure
the church was clean and ready for Sunday services. Albrecht cleared and salted FUMC’s parking lot and driveway. Snow caused an ice jam and water leaks, but Larry, John and Brenda Murphy dealt with it. OMG my hair
stood on end, watching them leeeeaaannn out the upstairs windows! Our pipe organ has been serviced and repaired, too.
And we thank God for Lent. Shall we be agents of change? “When Jesus touches our lives, we ar e changed
beings,” Pastor said, Feb. 11. Raise us up, Lord, to listen and trust in You. Remember these words from the benediction, Ash Wednesday: “May God make us strong. May Jesus lead us, and we be found faithful to follow.”
Have you news or pictures to share? Email them to me, Gracie Mouse, at gracie.fumc@yahoo.com, give them to
Larry Maloney, or put them my new mailbox, #56, in the church office. Faithfully,
Gracie
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FUMC STAFF AND LEADERSHIP
Pastor

Rev Dr. Irene Taylor

Minister of Youth & Worship,
and Lay Leader of the Church

Tina Shelton

Director of Music Ministry

Nander Novaes

Administrative Assistant

Larry Maloney (interim)

Custodian

John Uselding

Chair of Church Council

Donna Catlett

Treasurer

Brenda Murphy

Lay Member to Annual Conf.

Brenda Murphy

Chair of SPRC

Bill Knopf

Chair of Finance

Burke Oehrlein

Chair of Trustees

Brenda Murphy

Chair of Christian Education

Karen Boesche

Chair of Youth Council

Tina Shelton

Chairs of Missions

Linda Trinite & Laura Miller

Chair of Worship

Tina Shelton

Chair of Outreach

George Tommasi

Chair of Communications

Walt Dibbern

Chair of Nurturing/Hospitality

Karen Fitzgerald

How do you follow St. Paddy’s Day on March 17?
You hold a Rev. Dr. Irene Taylor Scholarship Day: Sunday, March 18th!
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Always check our website for the latest
details in scheduling! www.fumcdp.com

MARCH
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

This calendar does not include outside
group events.

Thursday
1

Friday
2

8a-12p
Piano Lessons

3:30-8:15p
3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons Piano Lessons

3p: Youth Choir
Rehearsal

8
9
9:30a: Mom’s 9:30a: Mom’s
Day Out
Day Out

10

3:30-8:15p
3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons Piano Lessons

10a: Spiritual
Formation

5

6

7

9a: Sunday
School
10a: Worship

9:30a: MDO
5p: Praise Dance
5:30p: Bessie’s Tb
5:45p: Comms.
Committee
7p: Worship
Committee

9a: Prayer
3:30-8:15pm
Piano Lessons

10a: Ladies of the
Church

11

12

13

14

15

9a: Sun School
10a: Worship
11:30a: Church
Council

9:30a: Mom’s Day
Out
5p: Praise Dance
5:30p: Bessie’s
Table

9a: Prayer

10a: Bible Study

9:30a: Mom’s 9:30a: Mom’s
Day Out
Day Out

6:30p: Trustees
7:00p: Education
7p: Choir
Rehearsal

3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons
7p: Choir
Rehearsal

6p: Bible Study

6p: Bible Study
7p: Worship

3

9:30a: Mom’s 9:30a: Mom’s
Day Out
Day Out

4

10a: Bible Study

Saturday

8a-12p
Piano Lessons

3p: Youth Choir
Rehearsal
16

17

3:30-8:15p
3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons
Piano Lessons
7p: Tax
Seminar
3p:Youth Choir

18

19

20

9a: Sun School
10a: Worship
Rev. Dr. Irene
Taylor
Scholarship Day

9:30a: Mom’s Day 9a: Prayer
Out
3:30-8p Piano
6:30p: Missions
5p: Praise Dance
6:30p: Finance
5:30p: Bessie’s Tb 7p: Choir Rehersl

25 9a: Sun Scl
10:Worship

26

27

9:30a: Mom’s Day 3:30-8:15p
Out
Piano Lessons
5p: Praise Dance
5:30p: Bessie’s
Table

21

22

23

10a: Bible Study

9:30a: Mom’s 9:30a: Mom’s
Day Out
Day Out

24
8a-12p Piano

3:30-8:15p
3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons Piano Lessons

10a: Spiritual
Formation
3p:Youth Choir
Rehearsal

28

29

31

10a: Bible Study

9:30a: Mom’s
Day Out

6p: Bible Study

30

6p: Bible Study
7p: Outreach
7p: Choir
Rehearsal

3:30-8:15p
9:30a: Mom’s
Piano Lessons
Day Out
7p Good Friday
Drama

1:30p: Kids’
Easter Party

