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What’s Happening in March? 

  3/3 Communion  

 3/6 Ash Wednesday 

 3/10 Stewardship 

Sunday 

 9am: Sunday School 

 10am Worship 

 9am Tuesdays join 

us for Prayer 

 Lenten Book Study 

10am & 6:30pm  

 3/9 & 3/23 

Spiritual Formation  

 3/3, 3/10 & 3/24 

Confirmation Class 
 

 

WORSHIP STUDY LIVE 

Lent: A Season of Reflection 
Pastor Irene Taylor 

Lent is a season in the life of the church 

that is set aside for all believers to reflect 

upon their personal and cooperative walk 

as followers of Christ. During Lent, we ask 

ourselves what it means to be a follower of 

Jesus Christ. It is a season of self-reflection 

guided by our devotion to the scriptures, 

prayer, confession, repentance, and fasting. 

Lent is the season when we Christians are 

called to come to terms with our flawed 

humanity, acknowledging our need and 

total dependency on the saving grace of God. Lent gives us the opportunity to 

prepare our hearts and minds to receive the full blessings of the Resurrection 

come Easter morning!  

 

To that end, I share with you the following devotion I wrote in 2015 based on 

Luke 2:29-32 (NRSV), and a reading from "The Sanctuary For Lent 2015," by 

Sue Mink.  

 

This is a simple guide that you may want to commit yourself to during this 

season of Lent. It takes about 15-30 minutes of your time. However, if you let 

yourself go, you will find this time very rewarding as your faith and trust in 

God is deepened and strengthened. 

 3/3 Pancake Sunday 

 3/6 Dine & Share at 

Panera 

 3/10 Daylight 

Savings Time 

Begins!  

 
 



Text: Luke 2:29-32 
 

“Master, now you are dismissing your servant 

in peace according to your word; for my eyes 

have seen your salvation, which you have 

prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light 

for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to 

your people Israel.”  
 

“A Light for Revelation to the Gentiles and for Glory to your People 

Israel,” what does Simeon mean? The children of Israel, as the chosen ones had not grasped a full 

understanding of the nature of God. They were looking for an earthly King to merely save Israel — making 

it strong and mighty among other nations. They wanted to be the master of the world and have complete 

power over all others. The revelation of a Kingdom established on love, grace, and mercy was not what 

many of them had in mind.  

  

Nevertheless, throughout history, God has always planted faithful individuals with the ability to see with 

spiritual eyes. Simeon was such a person. We know very little about him; scripture reveals him as being 

devout and faithful. However, his testimony of faith concerning Jesus will live on throughout the ages. 

Jesus, Emmanuel, had not come to make Israel (God’s chosen people) a nation of might and power to lord 

over others. Jesus came to reveal to them the true nature of God; the God who loves all people. Thus, to see 

the glory of God is to make known that which is hidden. Jesus, God’s glory, uncovered the true nature of 

God. To know of God is one thing, to know God in the fullness of God's glory is another. The fullness of 

God’s glory as it is revealed to us through the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

 

As we begin the season of Lent, let us remember to be the chosen of God is not about favoritism; to be 

chosen is to know that we are the servants of God. Our calling is to do as Jesus, be God’s light, love, and 

glory to a dying world. We are God’s people because of God’s grace and mercy towards us. Let us share 

this grace and mercy with all people.  

 

Prayer:   
God of Israel, thank you for the gift of salvation that you gave to the world. May we during 

this season of Lent be reminded that we have witnessed your light, which calls us to a grace 

of repentance, love, and forgiveness. May we share this grace with all the people of the 

world. Amen. 
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My Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

 

Our denomination, The United Methodist Church, has been 

severely challenged and wounded, and our oneness in Christ is 

threatened. However, I want to encourage us to remain faithful 

in that which we know. Apostle Paul taught the first-century 

church that nothing could separate them from the love of 

Christ. The Church, the Body of Christ, has endured much, and 

still, it stands. The scripture teaches us that the gates of hell shall not prevail against the 

Kingdom of God. We may be attacked, knocked down, beaten and bruised, but as Maya 

Angelou said, "Still we rise!" 

 

I don't know if you are celebrating the decision of the 2019 General Conference or if you are 

weeping, but I do know that the justice of God will prevail. For some, it may feel that justice 

has come, but for others, it is a time of weeping because the oneness the gospel promised to 

all believers feels as though it has been severed. The words and hope of our baptism 

covenant seemed meaningless. The future of the United Methodist Church is at peril, and 

our individual congregations lament. So, let us pray for the healing of our church. Let us 

pray for the movement of God's Spirit in God's church in a mighty way. Let us find ways 

that we might be instruments and vessels of love for all of God's children.     

 

To you this morning, I offer Apostle Paul's words of hope as a reminder to us of God's love 

and presence with us. "I'm convinced that nothing can separate us from God's love in Christ 

Jesus our Lord: not death or life, not angels or rulers, not present things or future things, 

not powers or height or depth, or any other thing that is created.” (Romans 8:38-39) (CEB) 

 

Let us not give way to our anger, fears, and doubts but let us be faithful to our callings as 

disciples of Jesus Christ. We can do this by following the words of Bishop Sally Dyck after 

the Traditional Plan was adopted. "What do we do the day after? First, we grieve. Then we 

go and make disciples of Jesus Christ. Making disciples means becoming incarnate love and 

grace to each other and our communities." 

 

As soon as more information about the future of the conference is made available, I will 

pass it on to you. Meanwhile, let us remain faithful in Christ; God will guide us safely 

through these dark and sad days.  

 

Pastor Irene 
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Gifts given to God through FUMC 
    

One Month ended January 31, 2019 

 Budget Actual Variance 

Offerings   $25,711  $16,610   $(9,101) 

Expenses $23,255 $19,843 $3412 

Apportionment  $2,456   $2,456   -  

     Net    $(5,689) 

    

 

As of Sun, Dec. 31, we  

have 35 pledges for  

2019 totaling $190,292 

Our Endowment Fund now 

has a balance of $182,494. 

Additional donations are 

always welcome. 

Finance Chair: Burke Oehrlein  

Next Meeting: Tuesday March19,  6:30pm 

MARCH COMMUNION OFFERING 

 

The March Communion Offering will benefit ChildServ (#50000011 - green band of the Northern Illinois 
Conference Rainbow Covenant Book).   ChildServ began in 1894 as the Methodist Deaconess Orphanage and 
later was named the Lake Bluff Home for Children. Today, ChildServ is a highly experienced, multidisciplinary 
child and family services network reaching children and families facing adversity in four Illinois counties: Cook, 
DuPage, Kane, and Lake. Our community-based programs focus is to improve the lives of vulnerable children 
and their families, foster parents, and other caregivers. ChildServ reaches 3,000 at-risk children and families 
annually. Programs include foster care and adoption, group homes, child care, early childhood education and 
parenting support, military and veteran family support, and healthy life-style information.  

UMCOR SUNDAY - SUNDAY, MARCH 31, 2019 

On March 31, we will participate in a special offering for UMCOR Sunday 
(formerly One Great Hour of Sharing).  Your offering on that day will allow 
UMCOR to act as the arms and legs of Christ’s church, moving toward the most 
vulnerable in their darkest days. Convinced that all people have God-given worth 
and dignity—without regard to race, religion or gender—together we are 
assisting those impacted by crisis or chronic need.  A special envelop will be 
available to you to give and meet the needs of the children, families and 
communities who have experienced devastation in the wake of disaster.  
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Christian Education Commission Chair: Karen Boesche 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, March 5 @ 7:00pm  

Lenten Book Study  
Wednesdays 

10:00am & 6:30pm 

March 13 - April 17 

 

We will be studying  

John, The Gospel of Light & Life  

by Adam Hamilton. 
 

If you were unable to make it to the Discipleship Workshop this past Saturday, or would like to be a part of 
the discussion and further your study on the topic, there will be a FREE  three-session video teaching series 

designed to communicate the basic principles behind the See All The People movement. 

Course Description: "This three-session video teaching series, featuring Rev. Junius B. Dotson and Rev. 
Jacob Armstrong as your instructors, aims to communicate the basic principles behind See All The People, a 

movement to help us understand what discipleship and evangelism mean in the 21st century. 

This video teaching series includes three sessions, as well as discussion for each session. We will talk about 
whose job it is to make disciples, how to stop fixing churches, and how discipleship begins with 

relationship. If you have a voice inside of you that wants to help create a new DNA in your congregation, 
welcome, and let’s get started." 

On-line enrollment for the class begins March 4, so mark your calendars so you will not miss this great 
discipleship discussion opportunity.  

The link to register is: https://discipleship-ministries.teachable.com/ 
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Swimmin’  

Sundays will resume  

again in the Spring!   

 
 

Time to gather goggles and swim caps!  If 

you’re a beginning swimmer, or don’t 

know how to swim, this is perfect for 

you. ‘Swimmin’ Sunday’ is all about 

learning some swim basics.  Keep your 

eyes open for more information to come!  

 

 

 

Confirmation Class 
Schedule: 

February 3, 10, 24 
March 3, 10, 24 
April 7, 14, 28 

May 5, 19 
Classes meet after Worship in the 

Confirmation Room.  

Save the Date!  
Confirmation Retreat 

Friday, May 3 - Saturday, May 4 
Wesley Woods Retreat Center 

Williams Bay, WI 
More details to come!  

Questions? Contact Jan Weber 

Save the Date! 

Kid’s Easter Celebration 

Saturday, April 20th 
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Mission Co-Chairs: Laura Miller & Linda Trinite 

Next Meeting:  Tuesday, March 19 @ 6:30 pm  

Missions Dine N Share Event!  
Wednesday, March 6, 2019 * 4:00pm and 8:00pm  

Panera in Metropolitan Square.   
 

Have a bite to eat before heading to church for the Ash Wednesday 
Service at 7:00pm. Present the flyer below or show it on your 

electronic device at the time you order. A portion of the sales will be 
donated to various Missions projects. 
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 SAVE THE DATE FOR 

THE CRAFT FAIR & 

BLOOD DRIVE REGISTRATION 

FORMS AVAILABLE ONLINE OR AT 

THE CHURCH OFFICE!  

To the First United Methodist Church of 
Des Plaines, 

Grace and peace of the Father be upon 
you. I want to take a moment to thank 
each one of you for your support of my 
ministry. It is through people like 
yourself  that I am able to help spread the 
love of our Father to those in need.  As you 
know I grew up in this church and it is a 
testament to all of you how God has used 
me. You all helped me grow in faith and 
spirit in different ways. We are all called to 
edify the church body and strengthen each 

other in our faith. Growing up in this church helped me to understand the Lord's will for my life. Going on 
mission trips and Sunday school gave me the foundation for the Lord to move me closer to Him. I want 
you to know your blessing will go on to bring others to God. Currently I am building a house for a family 
who lost theirs to a wildfire last spring. As of writing this letter we are close to completion, and the family 
couldn't be happier. The community has been impacted as well. Everyone we have been able to share 
this story with has been taken back and I can only pray they look for opportunities to serve God in their 
own life.  I don't want to magnify myself for it is God who is working through me.  Looking back I can see 
clearly how His hand has been upon me guiding me to this season of my life, and I can not wait to see 
what else He has in store for me. I pray that you continue to look for ways to serve Him in your daily life 
and thank you again for your generous donation. Paul said it best when he talked about being a part of 
the body of Christ. We each have a job to do for the kingdom and each one is needed. Not one of us are 
lesser than the other and each member has its part in furthering the kingdom of our Father. Thank you 
again and may God's peace be upon you always.  In HIS service, Sam Trinite 

 

Bessie's Table is in need of your empty, clean 
plastic refrigerator dishes. They use these to 

send leftovers home with their guests on 
Monday evenings. You can drop them off in 

the Fellowship Hall or the church office.   



Remember, we now have e-giving online! 
You can now give when you are on 
vacation, setup auto payments, or even 

give to special offerings. Visit  www.fumcdp.org  and click 
on ‘Ways to Give’ or see Walt Dibbern for assistance.  
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Communications Committee Chair: Walt Dibbern                 
Next Meeting: Monday, March 11 @ 5:30pm 

 

 

 

 

An easy way to give 

to FUMCDP  

at no cost to you! 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic 
way for you to support FUMCDP every 
time you shop, at no cost to you. When 

you shop at smile.amazon.com, you'll find 
the exact same low prices, vast selection 
and convenient shopping experience as 

Amazon.com, with the added bonus that 
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase 

price to our Church.    
Just click here to connect: https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2368500 

Support FUMCDP every time you shop! 

Be sure to 

follow us 

on 

Facebook! 

Accepting gift card orders by  
March10 and receiving them  

on the March 17! 
 

There are over 700 gift cards to choose from! You 
can find order forms on the bulletin board in the 

main hallway or setup an account at https://
shop.shopwithscrip.com/     

Enrollment code: 1BC3F2A45593L    
Send your order to the que and drop your check in 

mailbox #55. It’s that easy! 
  Questions? Contact Laura Miller 

The Daily On-Line Lent Reflection Series  

Begins on March 6, Ash Wednesday 
 

This year’s Lenten Dailey Reflections, written by members and friends of 1st UMC Des 
Plaines, focuses on the 40 questions asked by, or to, Jesus in John’s Gospel.  These 
questions will take us through the entire book of John. 

We need your help to get the word out. 

Please invite your friends and members of our community to participate. All it takes is a 
name and an email address, and we’ll see that 
they are on our list for daily emails. The study 
grows more powerful as we reach people 
from different faiths, along with those who 
have no church affiliation at all. 

Who you can contact. 

Walt Dibbern (dibbern@dibbern.com)  
Linda Trinite (ltrinite@gmail.com) 
Elizabeth Bowen  
(fumcdesplaines@gmail.com)  

http://www.fumcdp.org/
http://www.fumcdp.org/giving.html
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2368500
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2368500
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MARCH LITURGISTS 
March 3: Anne Cowin 
March 10: Anne Cowin 
March 17: Nanette Fasco 
March 24: Rich Ludwig 
March 31: Youth 

JOIN US FOR 
 

Quiet Prayer Time with Pastor Irene 

Tuesday Mornings at 9am in our Prayer Room on the 2nd Floor  
 

Spiritual Formation - Holy Healing Practices with Minister Tina    

meets on the 2nd & 4th Saturdays of the month. 

of the month at 10am in the Parlor 

Worship Committee Chair: Tina Shelton  
Next Meeting:  Monday,  Mar. 4 @ 6:30 pm 

We want to be in prayer with you, to share both your joys and struggles.  

If you have a prayer to share, please complete one of our prayer cards and  

leave it in the prayer box located outside the sanctuary.  

 

If you would like to sponsor altar flowers for the 
sanctuary, in memory or honor of a loved one, 
please sign up on the poster in the Parlor and 

notify the church office.  The cost is $35.00 

MARCH USHERS: 
Audrey Nankervis & Dave Duncan 
 
MARCH  FELLOWSHIP HOSTS: 
Finance Committee   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Lent and Easter Worship Schedule: 
 

Ash Wednesday Service 
March 6 at 7:00pm 

  

Palm Sunday Service 
April 14 at 10:00am 

 

Good Friday Service 
April 19 at 7:00pm 

  

Easter Sunday Service 
April 21 at 10:00am 
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THE AED DEFIBRILLATOR  
HAS BEEN INSTALLED 

 

A big Thank You to Anne Cowin who 
spearheaded the acquisition of a much-

needed AED Defibrillator for the Church. Total 
Cost for the Defibrillator (including Cabinet, 
Pads, and an extra 4-year Battery) came in 

under the $2,200 budget, at $2,092.94. 
Thanks also to Walt Dibbern for setting up a 
tax-exempt account at Amazon, where we 
were able to get the best price. The money 
was sourced from the General Memorials 

Fund.  The Defibrillator is located in the main 
hallway by the women’s restroom. Anne 
Cowin will begin giving demos on how to 

operate the AED after Worship beginning Feb. 
10. The demonstrations will be located south 

of the first floor restrooms.  

Ladies of the Church 

meet on  

Wednesday, March 6 

at 10:00 am 

Prairie Wind Guild - Tellers of Sacred 
Stories presents:  Mark told by heart! 

April 7, 2019 - 3:00 p.m. 
at Elmhurst First UMC 

232 S. York St., Elmhurst, IL  
The team for Mark will be:  

John Freidheim, Beth Galbreath, 
Patricia Lind, Becky Potter, Tina Shelton, Marlene 

Stratton, and Char Wyncoop. 
  

As the shortest and most action-packed of the Bible’s 
four gospels (books about Jesus’ life and ministry), Mark 
takes about as long as a movie or play (2 hrs 20 minutes, 
which includes a 10-minute intermission). As always, the 
telling is free and we even give out free materials about 
biblical storytelling to folks, but we'll receive an offering 
to help defray costs and (among other things) sponsor 

scholarships for new tellers to attend Festival Gathering 
(see below). 

 
Come enjoy a powerful pre-Holy Week experience - 

bring a car-full! The churches of the Elmhurst cluster are 
hosting a supper afterward, and you are invited to stay 

and chat with the tellers - and one another! (There is no 
cost; there may be a donation basket.)  

 Set your clocks  
ahead one hour! 

 

Sunday 
March 10 

The Shamrock  
 

St. Patrick used the shamrock to teach people about the 
Godhead. Holding up a shamrock, he challenged them, 
“Is this one leaf, or three?” Inevitably, 
people replied that it was both, prompting 
St. Patrick to draw the analogy that so, too, 
is God: one God in three Persons — the 
Holy Trinity.   

 

 

 

 

 

DATE: Sunday, March 24 
TIME: Immediately following worship  

WHERE: In the Sanctuary 
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 MARCH 2019 - from the desk of Gracie 

Hello, church friends.  Did you see the BODY in the church, Feb. 10?  Oh, 

my goodness!  But nobody else seemed scared, so I crept down to Goodyear Hall to look, 

and found Anne Cowin (far R) demonstrating how a 

defibrillator (aka AED, Automated External Defibrillator) is 

used on ‘Fred’-the-manikin, shown here with the AED .  

Did you know Anne is a school nurse?  She buys 

defibrillators and supplies for her school district and 

facilitated purchase of this AED for us.  February was 

American Heart Month; nice coincidence, yes? Anne can 

teach you how to use the AED; ask her!  

We were all about ♥️, in February.  We know we love Jesus, isn’t that so?  And many of us 

could say, ‘Our church does this, and this [etc.].”  But how would you answer if asked Why have you 

said ‘Yes’ to Christ? or Why is your faith important to you?  How to translate feeling into words … 

hmmm.  They were among questions posed in Junius Dotson’s Developing an Intentional 

Discipleship System: a Guide for Congregations, which Minister Tina Shelton, Pastor Irene 

Taylor and par ticipants used as their  text when they met for  a Discipleship Workshop, Feb. 16.  

Why did you come to FUMC?  Why do you stay?  How can your ‘whys’ shape your discipleship?  

Discussion was lively, and expected to continue as Walt Dibbern, Rich Ludwig, Karen Boesche, 

Laura Miller, Jan Weber, Harolyn Thogersen, Don & Barb Kreski, and John Nankervis go 

back to their ministries to try to discover and articulate our ‘whys’.   

What we do know is how to show our love.  E.g., Feb. 3, 

Sunday school students and confirmands including Matt 

E. and Nathaly H. (far  L) and Mia Y. and Serena C. 

(near L) baked valentine treats for Noni Shelton, Levin 

Rosete, Ben Bowen, and Elaine Boxie, our  college 

students.  Audrey Nankervis, who leads our ushering 

ministry, is so pleased the church has 2 new ushers. Erica 

Lake (R) inquired if 

she might serve as an 

usher.  Audrey 

suggested Erica usher with her on Feb. 10, as Donna Catlett, 

who usually ushers, is recovering from surgery.  Thereafter Erica 

recruited Annie Henderson (far R) to partner her, Feb. 17 & 24, 

allowing a delighted Audrey to sit and enjoy the worship 

services.  Hallelujah!   

Maureen Ladd (far  L) retired from her  position as 

Church Visitor, but continues caring for us.  I observed she brought a copy 

of Sam Trinite’s February thank-you note (for supporting his winter 

ministry), which was emailed to most.  Maureen printed it to share with 

folks who aren’t online (see copy in Missions section of newsletter).  Her 

husband Arnie (L) responded when the church heating system needed 

attention this month.  He was here many hours making sure our furnaces 

function properly so the church is a comfortable temperature.  



    

GRACIE’S GOOD NEWS!...continued 

Page 13 

Communications Committee hosted Fellowship Hour  in 

February; they thank friends and family who helped them, such 

as Janine Forney, Audrey Nankervis, Arnie Seegers and Barb 

Kreski shown (far  L) serving with husband Don.  One 

Sunday Victor & Annie Henderson brought a special cake for 

daughter Enesio, (R); she turned 6 in Feb.  Nander Novaes 

played his guitar, and everyone (the church mouse, too) sang 

Happy Birthday.  What perfect timing: Dad Victor was just home 

from Liberia!  
 

Sometimes we don’t know whom to thank for 

thoughtfulness.  Laura Miller messaged me in Feb., 

“Did you see the new shelving  in the Community 

BackPack storage closet?  Some amazing person built a 2nd shelving unit and 

now there is room for all the food storage.  The BackPack team is grateful 

for this random act of kindness!” 

We’re celebrating:  Renee & Randy 

Edmondson’s daughter Megan’s 

husband Ryan has been honorably 

discharged from the Navy, and the couple 

is coming back to IL!  Serena C. passed the 

constitution test at school—mom Erica 

Lake is ecstatic, and, Nanette Fasco has a new cat, Angel.  

Angel is 17 (84 in cat years!), and was a gift to Nanette from the 

Knitt family.  Neal Boesche, Kim Darling, Lynn Duncan, Harold 

Jaderborg, Arnie Seegers and Bev Zuccarini have March 

birthdays, and, Bill and Suzanne Knopf celebrate 17 years as Mr. & Mrs., in March.  Wishing you 

many, many more birthdays and anniversaries!  Hailey Miller (parents Laura & John) and Jesse 

Nesset (L) are engaged.  They plan to wed in August -- on a cliff overlooking a fjord in Norway 

(wow!), and then, to continue to live in the Des Moines, IA area.  Hailey and Jesse were on the 

Obion, TN FUMC mission team in 2013.    

Memories:  I heard Adina Fountain Walters’ daughter Lexi is at college in VA and engaged, so I 

emailed Adina (she and husband Jerry now live in Cary) to inquire about her family.  She replied, 

“Dorothy is 18 and graduating [high school] this year; Robbie is in 7th grade, plays [on] travel 

basketball and baseball teams, and football.  Jerry and I are doing great.  My health is much better.”  

Thank you, Adina!  
 

Prayers:  Recently the congregation prayed for Tess & Leo’s daughter Lethrese, whose band 

travels to different cities to perform. Tell me about your band, I asked.  She replied, “I'm in an Indoor 

Percussion Ensemble called ‘Avant Garde’.  I play vibraphone and marimba, sometimes at the same 

time, because [we haven’t] enough frontline ensemble players.”  Mid-Feb., Avant Garde placed 3rd in 

a St. Louis WGI (Winter Guard International) Regional in Feb.; next competition is in Minneapolis.  

Best wishes and safe travels to you and your friends, Lethrese!   



GRACIE’S GOOD NEWS!...continued 
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We’re thankful for prayers answered:  Linda & Don Trinite’s niece 

Michelle  husband Luis’ 3-month-old son Bodhi is healthy, and Arnie & Maureen 

Ladd’s great-granddaughter Emily Ann Spellman is home after  about 3 months 

in NICU following her birth last July.  Donna Catlett, Judy Clutters and Gloria Ludwig are 

doing well after recent procedures, and Arnie Seegers says he’s progressing well after cataract 

surgery last Oct.    Friends are very happy for them, and also for Tess Rosete, who is taking a break 

from a second (weekend) job and enjoying time with her family.  We are also glad Jackie Pofahl 

(below, left) is back from her tour of the Holy Land (below). 

Prayers, please, for:  The Way Forward.  Pray for the future of the United Methodist 

Church, as delegates to the Special Session of the General Conference will have met in 

Minneapolis, Feb. 23-6, to determine if our denomination will split over differences among us 

concerning gay marriage and the ordination of gay clergy.  Pray God will guide them, and us.  

Prayers also for: Anne Cowin’s sister, Mary Brown, who injured her  hand in a fall a few 

weeks ago; and for Rich Ludwig who is seeking a new job. 

Lent begins Mar. 6.  I know what some of you are doing: writing a reflection for the church’s 

Lenten project, 40 Questions from the Book of John.  Thinking about what scripture means to us is 

always good practice, not just at Lent.  In Sunday school on Feb. 24 the kids and their teachers 

talked about how Jesus spent 40 days in wilderness, facing temptation after temptation, all the 

while remaining faithful to God.  What could they do, during Lent, to be in a better relationship 

with God?  I want to check back with them after Lent and see how they chose to spend Lent.  The 

teachers envision the children will record their Lenten choices on a calendar – one (or more) 

practices per day.  Psst!  Teachers!  Will you do the same?   

What practices get in the way of your being faithful?  Will you abstain from a 

habit?  Will you try a new practice?  Do the same thing every day?  Different 

things?  I really don’t want to give up naps, for example … but I could get up 

earlier and visit the Prayer Room.  It’s so, so quiet in that space, perfect for 

listening for God.  Whatever you decide, I wish you a Spirit-filled Lenten 

season, that you will listen for God, and trust in Him to lead you the way He 

would like. 

I’ll be looking forward to receiving messages and photos you wish to share in 

the next weeks.  Please email them to me, Gracie Mouse, at 

gracie.fumc@yahoo.com, give them to Elizabeth Bowen, or put them my 

mailbox, #56, in the church office.    Faithfully, Gracie 

P.S.  Elizabeth creates eye-catching bulletin boards, too!  Look  

mailto:gracie.fumc@yahoo.com
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FUMC STAFF AND LEADERSHIP 

Pastor Rev Dr. Irene Taylor 

Director of Worship and Spiritual 

Formation; Lay Leader of the Church 
Minister Tina Shelton 

Director of Music Ministry Nander Novaes 

Administrative Assistant Elizabeth Bowen 

Custodian Bruce McIntosh 

Pianist   Mercy Lynn Andalis 

Treasurer Brenda Murphy 

Lay Member to Annual Conference  Brenda Murphy 

Chair of Church Council Donna Catlett 

Chair of SPRC Bill Knopf 

Chair of Finance Burke Oehrlein 

Chair of Trustees Brenda Murphy 

Chair of Christian Education Karen Boesche 

Chair of Youth Council Tina Shelton 

Chairs of Missions Linda Trinite & Laura Miller 

Chair of Worship Tina Shelton 

Chair of Communications & Outreach Walt Dibbern 

Chair of Nurturing/Hospitality Karen Fitzgerald 

 

First United Methodist Church 

668 Graceland Avenue, Des Plaines, IL 60016 
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open hearts  open minds  open doors 

  

Join us on Sundays! 
9a.m. Sunday School  

Children, Youth & Adult Classes 

10a.m. Blended Worship  

Nursery Care Available 

 

Join us on Wednesdays! 
10:00a.m. & 6:30p.m. Bible Study 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    

  
 
 

1 2 
7:30a-12p 
Piano Lessons  
1p: Youth Choir 
Rehearsal   
2:30p: Praise 
Dance 
4:30p: Family 
Community 
Meal 

3 
9a: Sun School 
9:15a: Choir Reh. 
10a: Worship 
11:30a: 
Confirmation Class 
11:30a: Nuevo 
Amanecer 
2p: Mongolian 
Fellowship 

  
 

4 
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO  
5:30p: Bessie’s 
Table 
6:30p: Worship 
Mtg. 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
9a: Prayer 
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO  
3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 
7p: Education 
Mtg.  
7p: Choir Reh. 
 
 
 

6 
10a: Ladies of 
the Church 
4p - 8p: Dine & 
Share @ Panera 

 

7p: Ash 
Wednesday 

Service 
 
 
 

7 
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO  
3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 
 
 
 
 

 

8 
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO  
3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
7:30a-12p Piano  
10a: Spiritual 
Formation 
1p: Youth Choir 
Rehearsal   
2:30p: Praise 
Dance 
4:30p: Family 
Community 
Meal 

10 
9a: Sun School 
9:15a: Choir Reh. 
10a: Worship 
11:30a: Confirmation 
Class 
11:30a: Nuevo 
Amanecer 
2p: Mongolian 
Fellowship 

 
 
 
 

11 
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO  
5:30p: Bessie’s 
Table 
5:30p: Comm.  
Mtg. 
 
 
 

12 
9a: Prayer 
3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 
6:30p: Trustees 
Mtg. 
7p: Choir Reh. 
 

Center for 
Concern Lunch in 
Fellowship Hall 

13 
10a: Lenten 
Bible Study 
6:30p: Lenten 
Bible Study 
 
 

14 
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO  
3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 

 
 

15 
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO  
3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 

16 
7:30a-12p 
Piano Lessons 
1p: Youth Choir 
Rehearsal   
2:30p: Praise 
Dance 
4:30p: Family 
Community 
Meal 

17   
9a: Sun School 
9:15a: Choir Reh. 
10a: Worship  
11:30a: Nuevo 
Amanecer 
2p: Mongolian 
Fellowship 
 
 

18 
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO 
5:30p: Bessie’s 
Table 
 

19 
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO 
9a: Prayer 
3:30-8:15pm 
Piano Lessons 
6:30p: Finance 
6:30p: Missions 
Mtg. 
7p: Choir Reh. 
 

20 
10a: Lenten 
Bible Study 
6:30p: Lenten 
Bible Study 
 

 
 

21 
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO 

22 
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO  
 

 
 

23 
7:30a-12p: 
Piano Lessons  
10a: Spiritual 
Formation 
1p: Youth Choir 
Rehearsal   
2:30p: Praise 
Dance 
4:30p: Family 
Community 

24 11:30a: 
Confirmation Class 
11:30a:  
CHURCH 
COUNCIL 

25 
9:30a-1:30p: 
Closed for 
Spring Break 
5:30p: Bessie’s 
Table 

26 
9:30a-1:30p: 
Closed for Spring 
Break 
9a: Prayer 
3:30-8:15p: 
Piano Lessons 
7p: Choir Reh. 
 

27 
10a: Lenten 
Bible Study 
6:30p: Lenten 
Bible Study 
 
 
 

28 
9:30a-1:30p: 
Closed for 
Spring Break 

29 
9:30a-1:30p: 
Closed for 
Spring Break 

30 
7:30a-12p 
Piano Lessons 
Meal 
1p: Youth Choir 
Rehearsal   
2:30p: Praise 
Dance 
4:30p: Family 
Community 

 
31 

Youth    
Sunday 
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Always check 
our website for 

the latest 
details in 

scheduling! 


