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THE HOPE OF THE RESURRECTION
Pastor Irene Taylor
Because we live in a value-driven
society where some lives are
valued more than others, the
disenfranchised often give up and
succumb to despair and rejection.
They give up on life and choose
death over life. They give up,
believing there is no way out.
However, Nouwen reminds us that
God is the Creator and Redeemer of
life. Thus, God values all life. When
we fall short, God restores us.

“The Resurrection does not
solve our problems about
dying and death. It is not the
happy ending to our life's
struggle, nor is it the big
surprise that God has kept in
store for us. No, the
Resurrection is the
expression of God’s
faithfulness…. The
Resurrection is God’s way of
revealing to us that nothing
that belongs to God will ever
go to waste. What belongs to
God will never get lost.”

In our daily experiences, both the
ups and the downs, God comes to
us and walks alongside of us. Daily, By Henri Nouwen,
we experience the power of the
Our Greatest Gift
Resurrection of Christ because we
are divinely connected to God
through the death and resurrection of Christ. The power of the
Resurrection that is alive in us reminds us that we belong to

What’s Happening in April?
LIVE
 4/3 Ladies of the

Church
 4/7 Gospel of Mark
 4/11 Dine & Share
@ House of
Szchewan
 4/20: Kid’s Easter
Celebration

WORSHIP
 4/7 Communion
 4/14 Palm Sunday
 4/19 Good Friday

Service 7:00pm
 4/21 Easter Sunday

Worship 10:00am
 9am: Sunday School
 10am: Worship

STUDY
 4/3, 4/10 & 4/17

Lenten Book Study
10am & 6:30pm
 4/13 & 4/27
Spiritual Formation
 4/28 Confirmation
Class
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God. And, all that God has created will never go to waste. Even our despairing moments
can be turned into victory and new birth. In fact, the Bible is filled with stories of
people who society had dismissed and given up on when Jesus comes along and
rescues them, because as Nouwen states, “what belongs to God will never get lost.” I am
reminded of the story of the dry bones in the Book of Ezekiel; these bones were so far
gone that there appeared to be no hope for Israel.
However, we know that when the prophet from God
l was There to Hear
shows up and prophecies over these dry bones, the
Your Borning Cry
breath of life returns to them. They are resurrected
from the dead because their lives still had value and
God would use them to fulfill God’s will and purpose "I was there to hear your borning cry,
I'll be there when you are old.
for humanity.
I rejoiced the day you were baptized,
to see your life unfold.
In this life, we will no doubt encounter challenges. I was there when you were but a child,
We can find ourselves in places or situations that we with a faith to suit you well;
In a blaze of light you wandered off
least expected. But fear not, God is the One who
to find where demons dwell."

redeems crushed lives and turns them into new
creations. What makes the resurrection so powerful
is that it reminds us that out of nothingness, God
made all that exists in the world. If God spoke life
into nothingness, surely God can speak life into
those whom God created in The Creator’s image and
likeness.

The Resurrection story

"When you heard the wonder of the
Word
I was there to cheer you on;
You were raised to praise the living
Lord, to whom you now belong.
If you find someone to share your time
and you join your hearts as one,
I'll be there to make your verses rhyme
is God’s way from dusk 'till rising sun."

of reclaiming us as The Beloved. It is not because we
are worthy; instead, it is because of God’s amazing
grace. It is because of God’s mercy and compassion.
It is because Jesus chose obedience The
Resurrection story is God’s way of reclaiming us as
The Beloved. It is not because we are worthy;
instead, it is because of God’s amazing grace. It is
because of God’s mercy and compassion. It is
because Jesus chose obedience over power that we
are the recipients of the gift of life in this life and the
life to come. Thus, to God, our lives have value
throughout our existence. None of it will go to
waste. John Ylvisaker, the songwriter of “l was There
to Hear Your Borning Cry,” reminds us of God’s
steadfast love and presence with us throughout the
journey of life (words listed to the right).

In the middle ages of your life,
not too old, no longer young,
I'll be there to guide you through the
night, complete what I've begun.
When the evening gently closes in,
and you shut your weary eyes,
I'll be there as I have always been
with just one more surprise."
"I was there to hear your borning cry,
I'll be there when you are old.
I rejoiced the day you were baptized,
to see your life unfold."
The Faith We Sing
Words & Music by John Ylvisaker
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God’s redemptive power through the
resurrection of Jesus has redeemed us
despite our inclination toward sin, and it
has renewed our faith in God and all of
humanity. We have hope. God’s grace
restores our hope and refreshes our
souls. It reminds us that God created all
of life with a purpose and that Jesus gave
His life in obedience to God so that God’s
purpose for our lives may be fulfilled.
Again, drawing from the wisdom of Henri Nouwen, we are reminded that “Without
Pentecost, the Christ-event - the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus - remains
imprisoned in history as something to remember, think about and reflect on.” (Jesus:
A Gospel) This is true for many: they know the story, but their lack of faith renders
the story powerless. In the Book of Hebrews, we read that without faith, it is
impossible to please God. It is also impossible to live a life of hope without faith. Faith
we are told is “the substance of the things we hope for, the evidence of things not
seen.” (Hebrews 11:1) Faith is as real as the breath we breathe. Thus, I concur with
Nouwen, “The Spirit of Jesus comes to dwell within us so that we can become living
Christs here and now.”
The resurrection is God’s way of revealing to us that nothing that belongs to God will
ever go to waste. “What belongs to God will never get lost.” (Henri Nouwen)
May this year’s Resurrection Story take on new meaning for you! May the Risen
Savior renew your hope and joy! Happy Resurrection Day!
-Pastor Irene

Join us on Sunday, April 21st at 10:00a.m. for
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According to Bishop Kenneth L. Carder, “Stewardship is at the heart of the W esleyan revival, and John
Wesley considered it an integral component of Christian discipleship. For Wesley, giving is rooted in the
very nature and activity of God, whose nature is love, which is the emptying of oneself on behalf of others
and the giving of abundant and full life. Grace, God’s unmerited love poured out to humanity supremely in
Jesus Christ, is who God is. Love for God, therefore, inevitably involves giving of oneself to God and the
neighbor. One cannot love and fail to give!” (Interpreters Magazine, July-August 2016)
Another way to think of stewardship is to remember that God has entrusted us with the resources and the
care of everything—creation, gift and talents, money, time, and the Gospel. Why? For the sake of God’s
purposes in our world. In Genesis Chapter One, we read that God entrusted His beloved creations to us,
making us stewards of God’s marvelous creation.
This year, as we are confronted with many uncertainties regarding the future of our church and
denomination, more than ever, we must draw closer to God. We must continue to exercise complete faith,
trust, and hope in God. Faith takes on a deeper meaning when it is tried and tested. It is easy to see one’s way
when the light is shining bright. However, when darkness comes our way, we tend to behave as if the light
has gone out.
Be encouraged; the Light of Christ is a permanent fixture in the life of all believers. Even when a cloud of
darkness surrounds us, it cannot diminish the Light of Christ. Therefore, faith is essential for all believers
seeking to do the will of God. The Psalmist reminds us of how awesome our God is. He writes, “even the
darkness is not dark to you; the night is bright as the day, for darkness is as light with you.” (Psalm 139:12,
ESV)
Our Church, First UMC-DesPlaines and the United Methodist Church may change, but God’s commitment
to us remains the same. The word of God promises that “after you have suffered for a little while, the God of
all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and
establish you.” (1 Peter 5:10) The church, the body of Christ, is built on a sure foundation. We will survive,
and God will guide us through if we remain faithful in committing our work to God. Through all of these
changes, let us continue to be God’s faithful disciples. God has called and set us apart for such a time as this.
If our commitment is to do the works of the Lord, scripture tells us that God will establish our plans.
Therefore, be encouraged. Let’s keep our eyes on Christ and move as the Spirit of God guides us. God needs
and asks for our entire being; this demands the giving of all of our resources: our time, talents, gifts, and
financial resources. When we give, it is an expression of God’s love towards us. Thus, we must each ask
ourselves, “How are we responding to God’s call to be His Faithful Disciples?” “How is our stewardship a
reflection of God’s love towards us?” “What do our stewardship practices tell others about our faith and trust
in God?”
The Stewardship Committee
Jill Jacob, Karen Boesche, Elizabeth Bowen, Erica Lake, Pastor Irene Taylor
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Finance Chair: Burke Oehrlein
Next Meeting: Tuesday April 16, 6:30pm
Gifts given to God through FUMC
Two Months ended February 28, 2019
Budget

Actual

Variance

Offerings

$49,421

$34,791

$(14,630)

Expenses

$44,509

$46,044

$ (1,535)

$4,912

$4,912

-

Apportionment
Net

$(16,165)

One Month ended February 28, 2019
Budget

Actual

Variance

Offerings

$25,711

$18,181

$(7,530)

Expenses

$23,255

$26,201

$(2,946)

$2,456

$2,456

Apportionment
Net

$(10,476)

Our Endowment Fund now
has a balance of $186,365.
Additional donations are
always welcome.

As of Sun, Dec. 31, we
have 35 pledges for
2019 totaling $190,292

APRIL COMMUNION OFFERING
The April Communion Offering will benefit the NIU Wesley Foundation at
Northern Illinois University (#50000135) on the green band in the 2016-2020
Northern Illinois Conference Rainbow Covenant Book.

Our very own Pastor Rosa Lee runs this program which serves Northern
Illinois University students a free, home-cooked meal every Sunday evening
while school is in session. In addition to the meal, the Wesley Foundation
brings the excitement of life with Christ to the Northern Illinois Community.
The campus ministry at NIU mission is to develop faith community that
supports and encourages students to be connected to each other, to grow in faith and to be
leaders for the world that we want to transform.
As we did last year, a team will be traveling to DeKalb on Sunday, April 28 to provide a meal for
the NIU students. If you would be interested in coming along please let a member of the
Missions Commission know.
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Christian Education Commission Chair: Karen Boesche
Next Meeting: Tuesday, April 2 @ 7:00pm

Palm Sunday
April 14
Come celebrate Jesus’
triumphant entrance into
Jerusalem! If you would like to
participate in the Procession of
the Palms, during the opening
praise song, please meet in the
Parlor before worship.

April Confirmation Schedule:
April 7
No class after service. Meeting at FUMC
at 2pm to carpool to the Gospel of Mark
Drama presentation.
April 14
Palm Sunday - No class
(students will attend Good Friday
service instead)
April 21
Easter Sunday - No class
April 28
Confirmation class meets
after worship.

Questions? Contact Jan Weber

Join us for
Hot Cross Buns
& Coffee
after Palm Sunday
Worship Service
on April 14
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Anne Hardy demonstrates eye hand coordination
as she shows our youth the proper pancake
flippin’ technique! Not one hit the ground (or
ceiling). Youth and adults enjoyed this lesson by
feasting on the fluffy cakes drizzled with lemon
and powder sugar.

Mike Murphy
especially enjoys this
special Sunday with
the kids. “It’s always
one of the ‘batter’
lessons.”

SAVE THE DATE!
The theme Bible verse is
“When you pass through the
waters, I will be with you.”
Isaiah 43:2, CEB
Have you ever wanted to go river rafting?
Join us at FUMC-dp for a week of rolling river rampage rafting!
Along the rolling river, kids will discover that life with God is
full of adventure, wonder and surprise.
They will learn to trust God and know God is with
them through anything. Rolling music, exciting science, creative
crafts, fun recreation, and memorable Bible stories will help kids
know that God is always with
them as they ride the rapids of amazing grace!
Now don’t you want to volunteer and go river rafting in the
mornings, July 8-12?

Interested? Ask Karen Boesche for details.
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Mission Co-Chairs:
Laura Miller &
Linda Trinite
Next Meeting:
Tuesday, April 16 @ 6:30 pm

Missions will be taking a trip to
Northern Illinois University, on April
28, where we will feed The Hungry
Huskies! Mark the date on your
calendar and join us for a great time of
fellowship with The Wesley
Foundation at NIU.

More details to come!
DEADLINE TO DONATE IS:
APRIL 7th

FUMC in conjunction with the Youth Masterbuidlers in Motion is
collecting items for care packages to be donated to agencies with
teen girls and young women who are aging out of foster care.

Items can be dropped off in the donation basket in the Parlor.
Full list of items needed for care packages include:
• Mini-first aid kit • Body wipes • Feminine sanitary products • Travel size
body wash • 2/3 oz. Deodorant (no aerosol spray) • Comb/brush • Compact
tote bag that folds up/zippers up to carry in pocket, purse, bookbag. • Full size
box of Kleenex (full size to pack in sandwich bags)
• Nail care kit (emery boards, nail clippers) • Shower cap/shower
shoes • Journal, ink pens, mini-calendar planner • gift
cards • Ponchos • Ziploc heavy duty reusable bags (gallon, quart, sandwich,
snack size)
• Heavy duty clip-on key chains • Ventra cards • Travel size sewing
kit • Inspirational quotes/book marks • Oral hygiene kit (tooth brush/floss) –
no mouthwash
• Compact mirror • Carmex lip balm, clear lip gloss • Travel Size Dry skin
cream or lotion (examples
Vaseline/Eucerin/Nivea) • Travel size hand sanitizer • Compact
umbrella • Black/white ankle socks
YMIM website: https://www.theymim.org/about/
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2019 Annual Conference Mission Challenge
This year’s mission challenge at the 2019 Annual Conference will be to collect
bulk items for Dignity Kits for the Midwest Mission Distribution Center, our
United Methodist disaster relief supply center just south of Springfield, Ill.
The Elgin District is responsible for collecting 2,000


2 to 3 oz. Roll on or Stick Deodorants


Disposable Razors (with guard)

Look for the collection
box in the Parlor during
the month of May!
Registrations are now being accepted
for the 7th Annual Arts & Crafts Fair to
be held on the beautiful lawn of First
United Methodist Church in Des Plaines.
The registration fee is $30 per table ($35
after May 15). This includes one 8 foot
table and 2 chairs. Participation is based
on first-come, first-served basis. This is
a rain or shine event. Feel free to bring a
tent or umbrella for your designated
spot.
Registration forms can be found on our
website (www.fumcdp.org) or are
available in our church office.
This year we will not be holding the
rummage sale portion of the event.
Instead, we will concentrate on great
vendors, entertainment and food. There
will also be a blood drive in conjunction
with the Craft Fair. We look forward to
seeing you at the event!
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Worship Committee Chair: Tina Shelton
Next Meeting: Monday, April 1 @ 6:30 pm

Lenten Book Study
Wednesdays
10:00am & 6:30pm
April 3, 10, 17

Palm Sunday Service
April 14 at 10:00am
Good Friday Service
April 19 at 7:00pm
Easter Sunday Service
April 21 at 10:00am

APRIL USHERS:
Audrey Nankervis
APRIL FELLOWSHIP HOSTS:
Staff Parish Relations

We are studying:
John, The Gospel of Light &
Life by Adam Hamilton.

Thank you to all who purchased
Easter flowers. The names of
your loved ones will be printed
in the Easter bulletin. You may
take your flowers home after the
conclusion of the Easter service.

APRIL LITURGISTS
April 7: Anne Cowin
April 14: Rich Ludwig
April 21: Anne Cowin
April 28: Leo Rosete

JOIN US FOR
Quiet Prayer Time with Pastor Irene
Tuesday Mornings at 9am in our Prayer Room on the 2nd Floor
Spiritual Formation - Holy Healing Practices with
Minister Tina
meets on the 2nd & 4th Saturdays of the month.
of the month at 10am in the Parlor

We want to be in prayer with you, to share both your joys and struggles.
If you have a prayer to share, please complete one of our prayer cards and
leave it in the prayer box located outside the sanctuary.
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Ladies of the Church
meet at 10:00 am
Wednesday, April 3

Communications
Committee Chair:
Walt Dibbern
Next Meeting:
Monday, April 8 @ 5:30pm

Be sure to
follow us on
Facebook!

Special thanks to all of the members

Prairie Wind Guild - Tellers of Sacred
Stories presents: Mark told by heart!
April 7, 2019 - 3:00 p.m.
at Elmhurst First UMC
232 S. York St., Elmhurst, IL

and friends of FUMC - Des Plaines who
contributed to the Lenten Reflections
Program. We are grateful for your
contributions.

The team for Mark will be:
John Freidheim, Beth Galbreath,
Patricia Lind, Becky Potter, Tina Shelton, Marlene
Stratton, and Char Wyncoop.
If you are interested in carpooling to the event, meet
in the back parking lot of FUMC at 2:00 pm.
As the shortest and most action-packed of the Bible’s
four gospels (books about Jesus’ life and ministry),
Mark takes about as long as a movie or play (2 hrs 20
minutes, which includes a 10-minute intermission).
As always, the telling is free and we even give out free
materials about biblical storytelling to folks, but
we'll receive an offering to help defray costs and
(among other things) sponsor scholarships for new
tellers to attend Festival Gathering .

The First Congregational
Church of Des Plaines is
hosting the travelogue of
The Holy Land Tour at
their church at 6 p.m. on
April 14 to share its
collective memories,
pictures, and materials
with all. There will be a pot luck dinner at 5
p.m. FUMC is invited. This is the trip that Jackie
Pofahl was a part of.

An easy way to give to FUMCDP
at no cost to you!
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for
you to support FUMCDP every time you shop, at
no cost to you. When you shop at
smile.amazon.com, you'll find the exact same
low prices, vast selection and convenient
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the
added bonus that Amazon will donate 0.5% of
the purchase price to our Church.
Just click here to connect: https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2368500
Support FUMCDP every time you shop!
If you would like to sponsor
altar flowers for the sanctuary,
in memory or honor of a loved
one, please sign up on the
poster in the Parlor and notify
the church office. The cost is
$35.00.
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APRIL 2019 - from the desk of Gracie
Among other things, March is International Ideas Month, National Ethics Awareness
Month, Worldwide Home Schooling Awareness Month. During the month we could
celebrate National Words Matter Week, Wellderly Week, World Day of Prayer, the
First Day of Spring, and so on.* Here at FUMCDP, however, our focus has been on

Lent!
A new bulletin board (L) welcomes us, in the vestibule (thank you, Karen Boesche),
powerful voices have been raised in sermons, reflections, prayers, and we’re reading
scripture, gathering for Bible studies, sharing our experience, listening. Whether we’ve
been Methodists for decades, or are newer to the denomination, we all have
opportunities to grow our connection with Almighty God in this season.
“Wouldn’t God be frustrated with us today?”, Minister Tina Shelton
wondered aloud, in her Mar. 17 sermon. “We misunderstand God’s
love; our words and actions are perverse. But God doesn’t give up
on us when our faith fails.” We are flawed, but we can be transformed, she said. Imagine
how transformed we might be if instead of living in, or concealing our brokenness, we
were mended, as in the Japanese art of kintsukuroi, where gold or silver is used to restore
and even more beautify pottery (R).** Like pots, “we get chipped, cracked and broken …
We can decide to hide, or we can decide to embrace these experiences that have shaped us
…, the experiences to which we’ve applied our own special coating of gold-laced resin.
We can decide to cover up, or we can decide to walk out into the world as ourselves,
mended breaks and all,” I read in a blog about kintsukuroi.*** Will we allow brokenness
to separate us further from God? Or will we decide to repair our relationship with Him,
walk forward in faith, and to trust that He will show us the way to go?
Mar. 24 in her sermon “Repentance – A Gift from God,” Pastor Irene Taylor dr ew our attention to the
parable of the fig tree, which in spite of attention and care had been barren 3 years. Like the tree, we’ve all
received God’s gifts, Pastor said. We are meant to use those gifts to seek and discern God’s will, and then,
morally, ethically, to follow Jesus. “We all fall short. Stop waiting on someone else to do what it is that God
has already purposed you to do for yourself,” Pastor said. “Rise up now and present yourself as a living
sacrifice so He may use you! God is not going to give you tomorrow’s blessings when you haven’t used the
gifts already given you! The day of reckoning is coming. The parable does not tell us what happens to the
tree,” Pastor said. “That’s because Jesus is waiting for us to write the ending.” Will we be fruitful, or barren?

Lenten Bible Study gr oups ar e meeting to discuss Adam Hamilton’s book John: The
Gospel of Light and Life (L). If you haven’t yet attended a session, just come when it’s
convenient on Wednesdays through Lent, at 10 a.m. with Pastor Irene, or 6:30 p.m. with
Minister Tina. The evening Bible Study group was delighted Anne Cowin and her sister
Mary Brown wer e available to join them, Mar . 20. Sometimes we meet simply to enjoy
one another’s company, like the women of the church at Ladies of the Church gatherings.
Lois & Jean Jaderborg, Audrey Nankervis and Joy Raczka wer e pleased Mary Brown
and Judy Clutters could join them, at the Ladies’ last get-together, Mar. 6. They meet at 10
a.m. on the first Weds. of every month except July and August, and invite you to come as
well.

Page 13

GRACIE’S GOOD NEWS!...continued
Old friends and new came to wor ship in Mar ch, including Noni Shelton, on spr ing
break from Carnegie Mellon. I spotted her chatting with our middle schoolers afterward.
Words of wisdom for kids preparing for college, Noni? Sam Trinite (L), done with fall/
winter travels and service, also worshipped with
us. Linda, his mom, says Sam is back at Camp on
the Boulder in MT now. He had to be picked up
in a 4-wheel-drive vehicle to get to the camp
because it’s still snowed in. Cindy Yelich’s sister
and mom, Shannon & Dottie Priddy (R, with
Pastor Irene) visited, as did John Uselding, our
former custodian, in from the Philippines where
he has been since April, 2018; Ruth Gafrick was
back in worship. We were so glad to greet all of these members and visitors.
Fellowship Hour hosts in Mar ch wer e Finance Committee member s (L-R below) Burke Oehrlein, John
Nankervis helping wife & FC member Audrey, Rich Ludwig (counting team) with wife Gloria, Bill Knopf
with wife Suzanne, and Bev Zuccarini. Dave Duncan, Audrey Nankervis and Arnie Seegers usher ed in
March (somebody take pictures of our ushers for me, please!).

Joys:

We’ve been sharing our good news in worship; Pastor Irene is delighted. “It shows
we’re people with hearts of gratitude and thanksgiving, and speaks
to the blessings of God among us,” she said. Here’s a sampling:
Mar. 3, Bill Knopf: “Thank God because 17 years ago on March 2,
He brought Suzanne and me together!”; à and John Korn (L): “my
granddaughter was mar r ied in WI, Mar . 2, and “I’m back in
time to sing with the choir!” Mar. 10, Rich Ludwig: “Thanks for
prayers answered … a new job!”; Rich’s wife Gloria, waving her now-healed hand
aloft: “It’s done!”; and Mary Brown, saying her hand is responding to therapy, too.

More: Mar. 17, Brenda Murphy, re: husband Mike (R): Mike’s at home, doing well after surgery;
Ceci Diaz, too, hafter 2 months in the Philippines: “I’m r etir ed, now! [And]
thank God for my new granddaughter!” Mar. 24, Walt Dibbern: “Our friend Don
Kreski is doing well after Achilles sur ger y”; and Nander Novaes, our Music
Director: … “final papers … exams …” ?? Unable to hear, I asked Nander to repeat.
“One more successful quarter [completed], as part of my Doctor of Musical Arts
degree at NU’s Bienen School of Music,” he replied. Yay!
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MORE GOOD NEWS!

Our kids:

Sunday schoolers and their teacher s
whipped up Shrove Tuesday crepes the Sunday
before Lent (L, Sabrina & Serena C.); Karen
Boesche flanked L & R by daughter Julia and
Rachel Murphy (par ents, Mike & Brenda)à wer e
excited -- the Lattof YMCA Neptune Swim Team
they coach finished 2nd in a 10-district team
competition, Mar. 2, and went on to State Swim
meet, Mar. 17. How’d the team do, coaches? And,
Natalie Bowerman (L, parents Jim & Janine
Forney) will be commissioned as a pr ovisional elder at Upper New Yor k Annual
Conference in June 2019. “She is quite excited about it, as we are,” Janine said. So
are we, Janine, Jim; congratulations, Natalie.
April birthday celebrants include Richard Baumgarten, Sarah Hartness, Max
Murphy, Rachel Murphy, Jackie Pofahl, Marian Seaholm, Char Stenstrom, and
Judy Stettner; and, childr en, Kaithlyn A., Tierra B., Tyler G., Nathaly H.,
Yadira L, and Armani P. Also, happy anniversary to Karen & Neal Boesche.
And here’s a new beginning: Marion Pugh has a changed her addr ess (inquir e in
the office)! We wish you well in your new home, Marion.

Prayers continue for our denomination, now planning for a Way Forward following a histor ic vote
this year. The conversation is ongoing; please see meeting dates & times and take part.
Our church Lenten project, Reflections on 40 Questions from [the Book of]
John (posted at www.fumcdp.org) continue, in April. Take a look at the
meaning and inspirations fellow members and friends
have found in scripture. If you’re still wondering what
you might do to observe Lent, remember Renee
Edmondson’s meditation, offer ed Ash Wednesday:
“Reflect,” she said. “How often do we reflect on
ourselves as Christians?” How is it with your soul?
Are you the person God wants you to be?” Then, “repent … want to be forgiven, seek
forgiveness … and return with your whole hear t to the God who waits.”
Remember Pastor Irene’s addition to Renee’s meditation -- Renew your relationship
with Him, and Min Tina’s sermon re: repairing your broken vessels (R).** Do it now,
during Lent!
Please send messages and photos you wish to share in the next weeks. Email them to
me at gracie.fumc@yahoo.com, give them to Elizabeth Bowen, or put them my
mailbox, #56, in the church office.

Faithfully,

Gracie
* March observances found at www/brownielocks.com/
** Photos of kintsukuroi (various sources) p. 1, 3 selected from “Images of kintsukuroi” at
www.bing.com/
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Join us on Sundays!

First United Methodist Church

9a.m. Sunday School
Children, Youth & Adult Classes
10a.m. Blended Worship
Nursery Care Available

668 Graceland Avenue, Des Plaines, IL 60016
Phone: 847-827-5561
Email: fumcdesplaines@gmail.com
www.fumcdp.org

Join us on Wednesdays!

open hearts  open minds  open doors

10:00a.m. & 6:30p.m. Bible Study

FUMC STAFF AND LEADERSHIP
Pastor

Rev Dr. Irene Taylor

Director of Worship and Spiritual
Formation; Lay Leader of the Church

Minister Tina Shelton

Director of Music Ministry

Nander Novaes

Office Administrator

Elizabeth Bowen

Custodian

Bruce McIntosh

Pianist

Mercy Lynn Andalis

Treasurer

Brenda Murphy

Lay Member to Annual Conference

Brenda Murphy

Chair of Church Council

Donna Catlett

Chair of SPRC

Bill Knopf

Chair of Finance

Burke Oehrlein

Chair of Trustees

Brenda Murphy

Chair of Christian Education

Karen Boesche

Chair of Youth Council

Tina Shelton

Chairs of Missions

Linda Trinite & Laura Miller

Chair of Worship

Tina Shelton

Chair of Communications & Outreach

Walt Dibbern

Chair of Nurturing/Hospitality

Karen Fitzgerald
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Monday
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Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
9:30a-1:30p:
MDO
5:30p: Bessie’s
Table
6:30p: Worship
Mtg.

2
9a: Prayer
9:30a-1:30p:
MDO
3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons
7p: Education
Mtg.
7p: Choir Reh.

3
10a: Ladies of
the Church
10a: Lenten
Bible Study
6:30p: Lenten
Bible Study

4
9:30a-1:30p:
MDO
3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons

5
9:30a-1:30p:
MDO
3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons

6
7:30a-12p
Piano Lessons
1p: Youth Choir
Rehearsal
2:30p: Praise
Dance
4:30p: Family
Community
Meal

7
9a: Sun School
9:15a: Choir Reh.
10a: Worship
11a: Nuevo
Amanecer
2p: Mongolian
Fellowship
3p: Gospel of Mark
Presentation Carpool meets 2pm

8
9:30a-1:30p:
MDO
5:30p: Bessie’s
Table
5:30p:
Communication
Mtg.

9
9a: Prayer
9:30a-1:30p:
MDO
3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons
6:30p: Trustees
Mtg.

10
10a: Lenten
Bible Study
6:30p: Lenten
Bible Study

11
9:30a-1:30p:
MDO
3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons
11a-9p: Dine &
Share @ House
of Szechewan

12
9:30a-1:30p:
MDO
3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons

13
7:30a-12p Piano
10a: Spiritual
Formation
1p: Youth Choir
Rehearsal
2:30p: Praise
Dance
4:30p: Family
Community
Meal

14

15
9:30a-1:30p:
MDO
5:30p: Bessie’s
Table
5:30p: Comm.
Mtg.

16
9a: Prayer
3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons
6:30p: Missions
Mtg.
6:30p: Finance
Mtg.
7p: Choir Reh.

17
10a: Lenten
Bible Study
6:30p: Lenten
Bible Study

18
9:30a-1:30p:
MDO
3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons

19
9:30a-1:30p:
MDO Closed
3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons
7p: Good Friday
Service

20
7:30a-12p
Piano Lessons
1:30p - 2:30p:
Easter Party

22
9:30a-1:30p:
MDO
5:30p: Bessie’s
Table

23
9a: Prayer
9:30a-1:30p:
MDO
3:30-8:15pm
Piano Lessons
7p: Choir Reh.

24

25
9:30a-1:30p:
MDO
3:30-8:15p:
Piano Lessons

26
9:30a-1:30p:
MDO
3:30-8:15p:
Piano Lessons

27
7:30a-12p:
Piano Lessons
10a: Spiritual
Formation
1p: Youth Choir
Rehearsal
2:30p: Praise
Dance
4:30p: Family
Community

29
9:30a-1:30p:
MDO
5:30p: Bessie’s
Table

30
9a: Prayer
9:30a-1:30p:
MDO
3:30-8:15p:
Piano Lessons
7p: Choir Reh.

Always check
our website for
the latest
details in
scheduling!

9a: Sun School
9:15a: Choir Reh.
10a: Worship
11a: Nuevo Amanecer
2p: Mongolian
Fellowship

Hot Cross Buns!

21
9:15a: Choir Reh.
10a: Easter
Worship
11a: Nuevo
Amanecer
2p: Mon.Fellowship

28
9a: Sun School
9:15a: Choir Reh.
10a: Worship
11:30p:
Confirmation
11a: Nuevo
Amanecer
2p: Mon.Fellowship

Hungry Huskies!

