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Check the Calendar for What’s Happening in May!  

Whosever Will, Let Them Come!  
By Pastor Irene Taylor 

On Easter Sunday the church was filled to the overflow. What a time we had as we 
remembered and celebrated the resurrection of Jesus! My cup overflowed. The 
energy in the sanctuary was CONTAGIOUS AND SPIRIT FILLED!    

As we gathered for worship, one would not know that we, The United Methodist 
Church, are living amid considerable uncertainty. While, the question on everyone's 
mind was, "come January 2020, what will we look like?" Or, “what will our 
denomination say about God's love for humanity?” Yet, on this day, the divide was 
bridged by the Spirit of God. We worshipped as One.   

Could it be that as we faithfully seek the leading and guidance of the Holy Spirit, we 
hear what the Spirit of God has to say about our future? As your pastor, I encourage 
us to pray that God’s love for all of humanity will prevail over Church doctrine.     

When Jesus stepped forth from the tomb of death, I believe that He gave life to the 
Church. This life was unconditional and extended to all who believed. As scripture 
states, "For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life." (John 3:16) Faith is the key to 
God’s heart. In last Sunday’s text, we read that as the disciples of Jesus gathered 
behind closed doors, the Risen Savior appeared to them and commanded that they 
fulfill His mission here on earth. As the Risen Savior stood before them, He said to the 
disciples, "As the Father has sent me, I sent you." Scripture tells us that Jesus then 
breathes upon them and said unto them receive the Holy Spirit. Through this powerful 
act, the church was commissioned to continue the work of Jesus.  A place, a 
community of faithful ones, who believed in a God whose compassion, grace, and 
mercy, is large enough to include the world. Where would any one of us be if it was 
not for mercy!      

As some of you know the Council Of Bishops met recently to look at the Traditional 
Plan which was adopted at the 2019 General Conference in St. Louis. Again, let us 
remember the Traditional Plan stands. The purpose of the meeting was to look at 
those areas that raised questions about constitutionality. To keep everyone informed 
about what is happening and how the Northern Illinois Conference, is responding to 
these changes. Included is Bishop Sally Dyck’s most recent letter for your reading 
beginning on page 2.      

Meanwhile, let us continue in faith trusting all of our 
fears and doubts to the Lord, whose eye is upon us!  
We are not alone!  Love will prevail!  God is Love!    

The Messenger 
May 2019 

fumcdesplaines@gmail.com (847) 827-5561 
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Links referenced in Bishop Sally Dyck’s Letter 

Copy and paste them into your browser.  

Traditional Plan: http://www.umc.org/decisions/79922  

Ruling for the Disaffiliation Plan: http://www.umc.org/decisions/79923  

United Methodist News Service: https://www.umnews.org/en/news/cour t-oks-part-of-traditional-plan-

exit-plan 

Greater New Jersey Conference:  https://www.gnjumc.org/resource/judicial-council-rulings-on-the-

traditional-plan/  
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As of Sun, Dec. 31, we  

have 35 pledges for  

2019 totaling $190,292 

Our Endowment Fund now has a 

balance of $189,375. Additional 

donations are always welcome. 

Finance Chair: Burke Oehrlein  

Next Meeting: Tuesday May 21,  6:30pm 

MAY COMMUNION OFFERING 
The May Communion Offering will benefit this year’s Bishop’s 
Appeal.  Bishop Sally Dyck has chosen the Northern Illinois 
Conference Outdoor & Retreat Ministries as the 2019 Bishop’s 
Appeal recipient.  Each congregation is asked to take a special 
offering or do some type of special fundraising to help support 
the appeal and bring it to Annual Conference in June.   

The Northern Illinois Conference Outdoor & Retreat Ministries operates two camps and retreat centers in Dixon, Illinois 
and Williams Bay, Wisconsin.  The money raised will help support two urban summer week-long programs and provide 

opportunities to children and youth who otherwise may not be financially able to attend camp. 

The Missions Commission is leading this challenge by having a Noisy Change Collection every Sunday in May.  
This collection will take place after the regular offertory and we are challenging the congregation to raise as 
much money as we can for this worthy cause.  Missions has pledged to match what the congregation collects 
up to $1,000 which Pastor Irene will take to Annual Conference. 

Let’s make this a little competition again this year and see who raises the most money.   
May 5 – Pulpit Side vs. Lectern Side - May 12 – Women vs. Men  

May 19 – Over 50 vs. Under 50 - May 26 – Whole Church 

Gifts given to God through FUMC 

    

Three Months ended March 31, 2019 

 Budget Actual Variance 

Offerings  $74,132 $57,555  $(16,577) 

Expenses $66,763 $66,856 $ (93) 

Apportionment  $7,369   $7,368   -1 

     Net    $(16,669) 

    

One Month ended March 31, 2019 

 Budget Actual Variance 

Offerings    $24,711 $22,764 $(1,947) 

Expenses  $22,255 $20,812                                 ,$1,443 

Apportionment    $2,456  $2,456  - 

     Net   $(504) 



Mission Co-Chairs: Laura Miller & Linda Trinite 

Next Meeting:  Tuesday, May  21 @ 6:30 pm  
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This year’s mission challenge at Annual Conference is to collect 
items for Dignity Kits for the Midwest Mission Distribution Center, 
our United Methodist disaster relief supply center just south of 
Springfield, Illinois.  
 

The Elgin district is asked to bring 2,000 Deodorant (2-3 oz.) and Razors (with the 
plastic guards).  Items must be new and can be bought at the Dollar Store.  Please 
be sure to bring only what is listed and only the size listed. 
 
A collection box will be in the Parlor during the month of May to collect these two 
items.  Let’s send Brenda Murphy off to Annual Conference with a trunk load full of 
deodorant and razors! 

Don’t forget to attend the Flea Market & 
Craft Fair on Saturday, June 1.   

Besides lots of shopping, there will be food 
and entertainment.  There will also be a 

blood drive in  our Fellowship Hall.   
LifeSource Blood Center will be collecting 

blood from 9 to 2 and we need to commit 30 
units.  To help reach that goal, LifeSource is 
holding a Give a Pint, Get a Pint campaign 

where all Donors will receive a coupon for a 
free pint of Culvers Ice Cream.  See Jan 

Weber for more details!  Transform a life, 
and your own….Give Blood 

Our brothers and sisters of the Hispanic Congregation, Iglesia Metodista Unida 
Nuevo Amanecer, will be heading up the Rummage Sale portion of this year's 
Craft Fair on Saturday, June 1st. If you would like to donate gently used items (no 
clothes or electronics), you may drop them off in the fellowship hall on the stage 
area. All proceeds from the Rummage Sale will benefit the ministries of Nuevo 
Amanecer.  It’s a perfect time to do a spring cleanout of your home!    

Audrey Nankervis, Joy Raczka, Laura Miller and Linda 
Trinite made the trek to Northern Illinois University in 
DeKalb on Sunday, April 28 to feed approximately 100 
“Hungry Huskies.”  The program, NIU Wesley Foundation 
at Northern Illinois University is part of the Northern 
Illinois Conference Rainbow Covenant mission giving.  The 
mission of the Wesley Foundation at NIU is to bring the 
excitement of life with Christ to the NIU community.  We 
provided baked potatoes and all the fixings for a potato 
bar, along with fruit, water and cake.  This is Missions 
fourth year participating in the Hungry Huskies program 
and it is always a good time! 
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Christian Education Commission Chair: Karen Boesche 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, May 7 @ 7:00pm  

 

 

 
 
 

 
May Confirmation 

Schedule: 
 

May 3 & 4 
Confirmation Retreat 

Wesley Woods Retreat Center 
Williams Bay, WI 

May 5 
Confirmation Class 

May 19  
Confirmation Class 
May 26 & June 2  

Planning for Confirmation 
Sunday 

 
Questions?  

Contact Jan Weber 

SUMMER VBS -  JULY 8 -12  

The theme Bible verse is “When you pass through 

the waters, I will be with you.” Isaiah 43:2, CEB 

 

Have you ever wanted to go river rafting? 
   

Join us at FUMC-dp for a week of rolling river 

rampage rafting! Along the rolling river, kids will 

discover that life with God is full of adventure, 

wonder and surprise.  They will learn to trust God 

and know God is with them through anything.  Rolling 

music, exciting science, creative crafts, fun 

recreation, and memorable Bible stories will help  

kids know that God is always with them as they ride 

the rapids of amazing grace!   

 

Interested in volunteering in the mornings?  

Ask Karen Boesche for details. 

Education Ministry and our youth plan to plant red geraniums over the 
Memorial Day weekend.  If interested in donating ‘fire red’ geraniums, 
please bring any plant donations to the church by Sunday morning, May 26.  
The youth and Education Ministry will then plant the red geraniums either 
after worship on Sunday May 26th or on Monday, May 27th, Memorial Day 
(depending on weather).   

 

These planted ‘red’ geraniums are sure to add beauty all summer long to 
our front entrance and will serve as a reminder of Pentecost, the life-
changing event so many, many years ago when some 3,000 people came to 
believe in Christ (Acts 2:1-21).  Thank you in advance for your  donations! 



 

Mothers Day! 
Did you know this day was never intended to be filled with 
greeting cards and flowers? Check out this link on the founding 
Mothers of Mother’s Day and how a Methodist mother and 
daughter’s intention for this day, in the early 1900’s, was 
designed to emphasize a woman’s role and her testimony of the 
importance and need for a peaceful world. 

http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/methodist-history-the-founding-

mothers-of-mothers-day 

We intend this coming Mother’s Day to continue the FUMC-DP 
tradition of giving a special hand crafted gift to the women of the 
church.  Let’s continue to fulfill our role as peacemakers in our 
community. Happy Mother’s Day to all our Moms! 

Adult Sunday School  

How are you going to let the reality of Easter reach 
beyond more than just that one Sunday?  Are you 
asking Jesus what needs to be resurrected in your 
heart?  

 

It is a season of new beginnings so why not check 
out the Adult Sunday School class offered at 9:00 
a.m.?  The class is currently studying the Israelites 
exodus from Egypt and journey to the Promised 
Land. They will start the month of May, following 
them as they  face the issues of living in desert as 
well as learning to live with God. Then they will 
finish May with the Israelites receiving the 
Ten Commandments and God's offering a "New 
Covenant" to his people.  This "New Covenant" is 
a deeper version of the existing covenant God had 
made with Abraham and his descendants. 
 
The class also looks to see 
how these Biblical lessons 
link to current issues faced 
daily in our faith journey.  
Let’s journey and study 
God’s word together!  

 

A special ‘thank you’ to the 
many people who worked so 
hard to make Lent, Holy Week 
and Easter so wonderful.   

So many stepped up to help—
decorate and clean the 
church, sing, participate in the 
worship services, volunteer at 
the kids’ Easter party, donated 
and served goodie treats at 
the after Easter worship 
fellowship hour and many, 
many other helpers—your time 
and efforts are truly 
appreciated.   

A friend reminded me that 
when God calls you to do 
something, your talents are 
never wasted.   
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Children throughout the community, 
and their parents, were invited to First 

United Methodist Church’s annual 
Kids’ Easter Party on Saturday, April 
20.  At one point Education Ministry 

counted 46 kids in attendance.  
Fellowship Hall was filled with a joyous  

Easter celebration.     
The egg-citing hour of party fun 

included decorating – and eating – 
cupcakes, many Easter crafts 

(including a sea shell cross), photo 
booth, face painting and egg spinning 

decorating stations.  
Mike Murphy read the Easter story to 
the partygoers and afterwards kids 

headed outdoors for the egg hunt with 
the objective of overflowing their 

Easter baskets with Bible scripture 
candy filled plastic eggs.  Such a 
wonderful party celebration. The 

message of the risen Christ was no 
secret at this party!  



 
 

First United Methodist Church  
of Des Plaines  

Scholarship Program 
Applications are  
due June 9, 2019 

 
The First United Methodist Church of Des Plaines Scholarship Program is an 
educational service providing scholarships to help supplement the financial needs of 

today’s students. Scholarships are awarded on an academic year basis. A student is 
eligible to receive only one FUMC scholarship. Funding for the scholarship is provided 

through designated gifts and memorials. Applications are reviewed by members of the 
Board of Trustees. The number of scholarships awarded depends on the money 
available. The amount of each scholarship is $600. 

 Who May Apply?  
 Applicants must be an active, full member of the First United Methodist Church of 

Des Plaines for at least two years. Membership is determined by the date the 

applicant was confirmed or took membership vows with FUMC of Des Plaines. 

 Applicants must be admitted to or pursuing a degree program in an accredited 

college/university/vocational school. 

 Applicants are required to be full-time students according to their school’s standards 

for the program for which they are enrolled/admitted. 

How Do Students Apply? 
Submit a scholarship application and essay to the Board of Trustees by June 9, 2019. 

Applications are available through the church office. You may email a request 

to fumcdesplaines@gmail.com or call the church at 847-827-5561. 

 

GRADUATE RECOGNITION  
We would like to include the names of your loved ones who are 
graduating from High School or University in our May 26 
Bulletin.  
Please email or call the church office with the following 
information: 
 Graduate’s Name 
 Your name and your relationship to the graduate 
 Name of school graduating from 
 Date of Graduation 
All submissions are due no later than Wednesday, May  22.  
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PRAYER MINISTRY 
 

Join us for:  

Quiet Prayer Time with Pastor 

Irene & Members of our Prayer 

Ministry Team 

 

Tuesday Mornings at 9am in our 

Prayer Room on the 2nd Floor  

Worship Committee Chair: Tina Shelton  
Next Meeting:  Monday,  May 6 @ 6:30 pm 

We want to be in prayer with you, to share both your joys and struggles.  

If you have a prayer to share, please complete one of our prayer cards and  

leave it in the prayer box located outside the sanctuary.  

 

MAY USHERS: 
Nancy Canova 

Jeanne Fordham 
 

MAY FELLOWSHIP  
HOSTS: 

Education 
 

MAY LITURGISTS 
May  5:   Anne Cowin 
May 12:   Rich Ludwig 

May 19:   Anne Cowin 
May 26:   Nanette Fasco 

 
If you would like to serve as a 

Worship Volunteer, please contact 
the FUMC office and let us know 

your interest in serving! 

 

 

If you would like to 
sponsor altar flowers 
for the sanctuary, in 
honor or memory of 
someone, please sign 
up on the poster 

outside the office door.  Please send the 
church office the info for the bulletin along 
with your payment of $35.00. Please do not 
leave the info/payment in the offering plate. 

 

Spiritual Formation  

Holy Healing Practices  

with Minister Tina    

 

Join us on the 2nd & 4th Saturdays  

of the month at 10:00 am  



An easy way to 

give to FUMCDP  

at no cost to you! 

 
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you 

to support FUMCDP every time you shop, at no cost to 
you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you'll find 

the exact same low prices, vast selection and 
convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with 
the added bonus that Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 

purchase price to our Church.    
Just click here to connect: https://smile.amazon.com/

ch/36-2368500 
Support FUMCDP every time you shop! 
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FUMC- Des Plaines 

Mom’s Day Out Summer Camp 

Registration in now open! 

 

For ages 6 months old - 6 years old 
 

For a registration form, contact:  

847-827-5561 or fumcdesplaines@gmail.com  
 

DATES: June 3, 2019 - August 30, 2019 w 

9:30am - 1:30pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 
 

FEES: Registration Fee: $20.00 for each day 

registered to attend (per family). Daily Fee: 

$20.00 per day ($15.00 per day if you register 

for all four days) - **Ask about multi-child 

discount** 
 

LUNCH: Available for $5.00 a day 
 

CRAFTS! WATER GAMES!  GYM TIME!              

Communications Committee Chair:  
Walt Dibbern                  
Next Meeting: Monday, May 13 @ 5:30pm 

You are invited to participate in: 

The National Day of Prayer 
Des Plaines City Hall 

(at the flag pole) 

Thursday, May 2, 2019 

12:15 pm - 12:40 pm  

Be sure to 

follow us on 

Facebook! 

 

The FUMC Music Ministry  

cordially invites you to: 

The NSO Classic Woodwind  

Quintet Concert 

Sunday, June 2, 2019 

3:00pm 

FUMC Sanctuary 
There is no admission fee. There will be 

a free will offering collected that will  

benefit both the NSO and the Music 

Ministry of  FUMC.  
 

For more info on the NSO, please link to the article in 

The Daily Harold by Jacqueline Pofahl 

https://www.dailyherald.com/submitted/20170919/

classic-woodwind-quintet-comes-to-the-first-united-

methodist-church-of-des-plaines  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2368500
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2368500
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 MAY 2019 - Good News from Gracie 
Hallelujah, Christ is risen!1   What a Lenten season, what a month, what a Holy Week we’ve 

had here at church!  So much reflection on His Word, so many prayers, plans, meetings, 

rehearsals.  All April, Pastor Irene Taylor and Minister Tina Shelton called attention to God’s 

invitation to us, inspiring us to move individually and collectively closer to God.   
 

In her Apr. 7 Meditation on Holy Communion, Pastor Irene shared this vision of 

coming together with Jesus Christ, and His Father: “The table we gather around, when we 

gather for Communion, reminds us that just as Jesus longed to have an intimate relationship 

with his disciples, so do He and His Father long to have an intimate relationship with us. No one,” Pastor 

emphasized, looking around the room, “is left out.  There is room at the table for all of us … all God’s 

children,” Pastor said.  

A week later on Palm Sunday after much palm-waving in the sanctuary, Minister Tina (R, 

with Rich Ludwig and more palms in the foreground) recalled the celebratory mood of people 

gathered to praise Jesus, laying their cloaks on the ground before him as he entered Jerusalem 

on that long ago Sunday before Passover.  “Can we do the same, today, this Palm Sunday?” 

she asked.  “Can we live remembering Jesus, remembering all God has done for us, 

remembering that we are children of God, beautifully and wonderfully made?”  
 

We know the story, now, don’t we?  Not a week after that celebratory Sunday, Jesus was 

taken to the Cross, and in the aftermath, it surely seemed all hope was gone …   
 

How well our Apr. 19 Good Friday service captured that sober ing day.  All who came 

entered the sanctuary in silence, making their way to pews by candlelight, the cross bearing a 

crown of thorns (L) prominent at the forefront of the church.  Dramatic scripture readings by 

Pastor Lino & Xiomara Aragon, Elaine Boxie, Anne Cowin, Renee Edmondson, Mary 

Escobar, Ana Novaes, and Don Trinite took us through events leading to Jesus’ death, 

and one by one, candles were extinguished by Elizabeth Bowen.  All witnessed grief-stricken 

Mary Magdalene’s (Min Tina) despair , and, equally impactful, Nander Novaes, singing 

“Via Dolorosa,” and the Women’s Ensemble, singing “Were You There?”  
 

 “What will we do?” Pastor  Irene asked us, as the last candle was extinguished.2 

 

Then for us all, she continued: “Let us remember the words Christ spoke to his disciples.  

Christ told them, “‘I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in 

darkness but will have the light of life.’ –John 8:12. This is His promise: In spite of the 

darkness, Jesus IS with us.  Nothing in this world will ever extinguish the light of Christ 

given for us that we may walk in the light.”   
 

And we departed the darkened sanctuary …  
 

… returning Resurrection Sunday, Apr. 21, to see Pastor Irene, bearing the Christ 

Candle, lit3, (L) into the sanctuary, Light, and Everlasting Life, 

victorious over death.  “Yet,” Pastor said, “we often have trouble coming 

to faith.  God wrapped Jesus in flesh and sent Him into this world … so 

all might know Him, and God, believe, and be led to faith.  

But even the disciples … did not come to full faith before 

the resurrection.  What will it take,” she asked, “for you to 

have faith in – place your trust in – Jesus Christ?  The empty 

tomb is not the end, but the beginning of life in His 

service!  Jesus’ work, salvation, is completed.”  There was a 

resurrection4 and now, Jesus lives in and abides with us.  

“Let us be the church – the resurrected body of Jesus 

Christ,” Pastor urged. 



    GRACIE’S GOOD NEWS!...continued 

Page 13 

Annually, FUMC’s Kids’ Easter Party welcomes the community to share the Easter 

experience, and this year’s, Apr. 20 afternoon, drew 46 children 

and their families to the church!  Fun activities (that’s Mike 

Murphy and Karen Boesche, L, color ing eggs with kids) 

concluded with Mike retelling the Easter story, then an egg 

hunt on the church’s front lawn.  One parent noticed the 

importance we place on sharing the Easter story: “I like what 

you said —'No Easter Story, no Easter Hunt,’” she remarked.  

Education Ministry offers this event, appreciating help 

given by Nuevo Amanecer  friends and confirmation students.  

Here are more photos taken that day:  Above R, Kids posing for 

a picture; below L-R, Gloria Ludwig painting faces; Joanna Hardy (masked) & 

daughter Riley; Anne Hardy assisting cupcake decorators;  Pastor Rosa Villarreal helping child glue 

seashells to a cross. 

 

More joys shared, in April: Dave (Barb) Duncan is back after  a mission tr ip to Houston with  son 

Keith (youth leader  at FUMC Elgin) where their  group worked on a flood-wrecked house.  Did Dave 

cook for the group, like he does for wife Barb and daughter Lynn?  Let’s ask!  Loryn & Don Ankeny expect 

their first grandchild in September; Karen Fitzgerald’s youngest grandson Noah Robert was baptized 

recently; Karen’s whole family attended; and, I heard Ceci Diaz say “My grandbaby’s moving back to the 

states!”  Baby is in the Philippines; this is a big deal!  I’m told Anne Roper is doing well at home after  

weeks in hospitals; she gives thanks for family and friends.  John & Linda Korn’s son, who suffered a stroke 

in March, is “100% good,” John said, Apr. 14; we rejoiced with him and Linda that day, and greeted their 

daughter and her family, also present.  Same day, Gerrie Little was accompanied by her granddaughter 

Erin; and Carol Stevenson was joined by daughter  Ally, and Nicole Williamson.  Hello!  Ger r ie and 

Carol worship with us often.  Friends welcomed Don Kreski back in Apr.; he looked well after a few weeks' 

recovery from ankle surgery; Marion Mott-Dodge returned too (we and the choir missed you, Marion!); so 

did Ellie & Arnie Seegers.  Did Ellie say she had an accident that affected her  voice?  Because she was 

singing, and sounds good!  Speaking of singing, Mercy Lynn Andalis doesn’t just play the piano; she sings!  A 

lot!  And did you see little Enesio H., dancing behind the piano, Easter morning?  Helps to be a mouse, 

peeking up from under the piano … 

 

Rich Ludwig says his temporary job is going well; Lynn Duncan has a new pin signifying 5 years’ 

employment with Jewel; and Minister Tina, a member of the Prairie Wind Guild Tellers of Sacred Stories was 

among guild members presenting “A Dramatic Retelling of the Gospel of Mark” at the Elmhurst FUMC, Apr. 

7.  Karen Boesche, Annie Henderson, Erica Lake, Cindy Yelich and Jan Weber attended, taking 

confirmation students Serena & Sabrina C., Snortee & Headi H., Yadira L. and Mia Y.  Laura Miller 

(Missions Commission) and Kim Wright, representing Masterbuilders, thanked our congregation for 

donations to that organization, which benefits young people who have aged out of foster care. 



MORE GOOD NEWS! 
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Some members recently saw SungJa Lee Moon5 (R, now pastor ing at Aldersgate UMC in 

Rockford) at a meeting.  How are you?  Your family? our members inquired.  “I am well,” 

SungJa replied, “and please say hello to everyone at the church!”  Oh, and her daughter is a 

nurse, now; hurrah!  Finally, I read, in the Apr. 3 Des Plaines Journal that Allen Blue 

(parents, Jim & June), who co-founded Linkedin, was the featured speaker at Maine Twp. 

High School D207 Educational Foundation’s 25th anniversary, Apr. 10, in Des Plaines. 
 

Members born in May include Shirley Baumgarten, Judy Clutters, Jeanne Fordham, 

Karen Fitzgerald, Mike Goytia & son Evan, Jonathan Hardy (John & Anne’s son), Headi 

(parents Victor & Annie Henderson), Sandy King, Arnie Ladd, Mike Murphy, Levin 

Rosete (Leo & Tess’ son), Ellie Seegers, and Marybeth Swanson, and Don & Linda Trinite 

were married in May.  How many years ago, Don, Linda? 
 

Prayers:  We pray for the Jaderborg family; Harold is in Hospice at home, resting comfortably and his 

wife of 73 years, Lois, & daughter Jean are with him.  We pray for John (Anne) Hardy’s sister Chris 

Reddington, being treated for  a recur rence of cancer ; for  Pastor Brad Wilson, who had thyroid surgery 

Apr. 9; and for Pastor Irene Taylor and her family, mourning Pastor’s nephew, Oscar Taylor, Jr., who passed 

away Apr. 9 of a heart attack.  Our heartfelt sympathies, Pastor Irene.  Melissa, Philip and Eric Nelson are 

mourning the loss of their beloved daughter and sister, Emily. Our prayers are certainly with them during this 

time of grief. As well, we pray for the United Methodist Church, seeking a way forward amid significant 

differences. 

 

We offer prayers of thanks for so many being present with us Easter Sunday and on Good Friday, for our 

worship team, choirs, for  Nander, Joe Trinite, the Praise Dancers.  “There was joy in the promise of 

love and peace that restore our hope,” Pastor Irene reflected, a couple days afterward.  Here (next page) are a 

few more photos from recent Sundays: L-R below: Palm Sunday Vestibule Table arranged by Karen Boesche 

and Elizabeth Bowen; Palm Sunday Hot Cross Buns (thank you, Ed Min); Sanctuary decorated for  

Good Friday by Karen Boesche, Char Stenstrom; Resurrection Garden made by Anne Hardy. Pastor Irene 

Taylor6; Jill Jacob Gloria Ludwig; and Deacon Artie Murray, our  children’s Praise Dance instructor .  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo credits: 1 ’Alleluia Christ is risen’ image -- Internet.  2Last candle was extinguished/‘It is Finished’ image -- 

Internet.  3Pastor Irene Taylor with Chr ist Candle -- Pastor Lino Aragon.  4There was a resurrection ‘Christ he Lord is 

Risen Today Alleluia’ image -- Internet.  5Pastor SungJa Lee Moon -- Aldersgate UMC website.  6Pastor Irene 

Taylor -- Pastor Lino Aragon.  Others: Harolyn Thogersen.    
 

Want to share some news and photos too?  Sent them to me via email at gracie.fumc@yahoo.com, or, give notes for me 

to Elizabeth Bowen in the church office.  Thank you!  Faithfully, Gracie 

mailto:gracie.fumc@yahoo.com
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FUMC STAFF AND LEADERSHIP 

Pastor Rev Dr. Irene Taylor 

Director of Worship and Spiritual 

Formation; Lay Leader of the Church 
Minister Tina Shelton 

Director of Music Ministry Nander Novaes 

Office Administrator Elizabeth Bowen 

Custodian Bruce McIntosh 

Pianist   Mercy Lynn Andalis 

Treasurer Brenda Murphy 

Lay Member to Annual Conference  Brenda Murphy 

Chair of Church Council Donna Catlett 

Chair of SPRC Bill Knopf 

Chair of Finance Burke Oehrlein 

Chair of Trustees Brenda Murphy 

Chair of Christian Education Karen Boesche 

Chair of Youth Council Tina Shelton 

Chairs of Missions Linda Trinite & Laura Miller 

Chair of Worship Tina Shelton 

Chair of Communications & Outreach Walt Dibbern 

Chair of Nurturing/Hospitality Karen Fitzgerald 

 

First United Methodist Church 

668 Graceland Avenue, Des Plaines, IL 60016 

Phone: 847-827-5561  

Email: fumcdesplaines@gmail.com 

www.fumcdp.org 

open hearts  open minds  open doors 

  

Join us on Sundays! 
9a.m. Sunday School  

Children, Youth & Adult Classes 

10a.m. Blended Worship  

Nursery Care Available 

 

Join us on Wednesdays! 
10:00a.m. & 6:30p.m. Bible Study 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   
 

1 
10a: Ladies of 
the Church 
 

2 
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO  
3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 

3 
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO  
3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 
 

Confirmation  
Retreat 

4 
7:30a-12p 
Piano Lessons  
 

 
 

Confirmation 
Retreat 

5 
9a: Sun School 
9:15a: Choir Reh. 
10a: Worship 
11a: Confirmation 
Class 
11a: Nuevo 
Amanecer 
2p: Mongolian 
Fellowship 

  
 

6 
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO  
5:30p: Bessie’s 
Table 
6:30p: Worship 
Mtg. 
 
 
 
 

 

7 
9a: Prayer 
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO  
3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 
7p: Education 
Mtg.  
 
 
 

 

8 
Bible Study is 
on break. Stay 

tuned for future 
study info!  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

9 
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO  
3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 
 
 
 

 

10 
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO  
3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
7:30a-12p Piano  
10a: Spiritual 
Formation 
1p: Youth Choir 
Rehearsal   
2:30p: Praise 
Dance 
 

12 
9a: Sun School 
9:15a: Choir Reh. 
10a: Worship 
11a: Nuevo 
Amanecer 
2p: Mongolian 
Fellowship 

 
 

13 
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO  
5:30p: Bessie’s 
Table 
5:30p: 
Communication 
Mtg. 
 
 

14 
9a: Prayer 
3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 
6:30p: Trustee 
Mtg. 
7p: Choir Reh. 
 

 

15 
Bible Study is 
on break. Stay 

tuned for future 
study info!  

 
 

16 
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO  
3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 

 
 

17 
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO Closed 
3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 
 

18 
7:30a-12p 
Piano Lessons 
1p: Youth Choir 
Rehearsal   
2:30p: Praise 
Dance 
 

19   
9:15a: Choir Reh. 
10a: Worship  
11a: Confirmation 
Class 
11a: Nuevo 
Amanecer 
2p: Mon.Fellowship 
 
 

20 
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO 
5:30p: Bessie’s 
Table 
 

21 
9a: Prayer  
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO 
3:30-8:15pm 
Piano Lessons 
6:30p: Missions 
Mtg. 
6:30p: Finance 
Mtg. 
7p: Choir Reh. 

22 
Bible Study is 
on break. Stay 

tuned for future 
study info!  

 
 

23 
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO 
3:30-8:15p: 
Piano Lessons 

24 
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO  
3:30-8:15p: 
Piano Lessons 
 
 

 
 

25 
7:30a-12p: 
Piano Lessons  
10a: Spiritual 
Formation 
1p: Youth Choir 
Rehearsal   
2:30p: Praise 
Dance 
 

 27 
MEMORIAL 

DAY - Church 
Office Closed 

 

28 
9a: Prayer 
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO 
3:30-8:15p: 
Piano Lessons 
7p: Choir Reh. 
 

29 
Bible Study is 
on break. Stay 

tuned for future 
study info!  

 
 
 

30 
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO 

31 
9:30a-1:30p: 
MDO 

 
FLEA MARKET 
 & CRAFT FAIR 

AND  
BLOOD DRIVE!  

JUNE 1st 
9am - 3pm 
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Always check 
our website for 

the latest 
details in 

scheduling! 

26 
9a: Sun School 
9:15a: Choir Reh. 
10a: Worship - 
Ascension Sunday  
11:30p: 
Confirmation 
11a: Nuevo 
Amanecer 
2p: Mon.Fellowship 

May Calendar  


