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We have wrapped up our study of Invitation to the Old Testament, and it has
been a challenging study on several levels. On the one hand, this study has
exposed us to the gracious and loving God to whom we faithfully cling,
especially in times of trouble. On the other side, we have seen a God of
judgment who demands complete obedience and faithfulness, a kind of
warrior God who fights battles and appears to inflict pain and suffering.
Throughout the class, we have worked to reconcile these conflicting views.
To do this, we were challenged to see ourselves in the stories of the people
of the Old Testament. We learned that the Bible is a place where one
encounters the true nature of humanity in all its goodness and shortcomings.
Indeed, it is a story of God's dealings with humanity. Thus, the takeaway was
our realizing that it is through our shared humanity that we are a lot like our
biblical ancestors, flawed creatures in need of Savior. Therefore, it is
essential that we claim this common humanity with them to avoid making
some of the same mistakes.

What’s Happening in June?
LIVE
 Aug. 4 Rummage

Sale
 Aug 5-10 Youth

Camp
 Aug. 9 Portillo’s

Dine & Share
 Aug. 20 Volunteer

Appreciation Dinner

WORSHIP

STUDY

 Aug. 5 Communion

 Sunday Bible Study -

Sunday
 Aug. 19 Backpack
Blessing in Worship
 Every Sunday: 10am
Worship
 Every Tue, 9am:
Prayer Ministry Prayer Room

meets at 9am in
Fellowship Hall.
 Spiritual Formation

Aug. 11 & Aug. 25
 Wednesday Night

Bible Study resumes
in the fall.
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The reality is that in spite of God's love and compassion, we are not
shielded from the dark side of humanity. In our study of the Old
Testament, we saw people who claimed God but whose behavior was
often ungodly. David—God's chosen King, the one scripture describes
as a man after God's own heart—fell short. In our Old Testament study,
we encountered people misbehaving and doing it in the name of God.
Over and over, we meet those whose flesh or interpretation of God's
Will leads them to act in ways that did not always align with our
understanding of God as the righteous, loving, and compassionate God
we know.
Through these stories we were exposed to our true natures, both the
good and the bad. This was helpful because we now understand the
depth of God's grace and mercy towards us. In spite of our brokenness
or flawed natures, God stills affirm us as His own. We are invited to
journey with God so that our lives may be transformed.
In stories from the Old Testament, we see God at work in a community of people and the lives of
individuals. This reveals to us that God is concerned with the salvation of the world. In our inability to
understand God as both a personal Savior and Savior of the world, we often fall short of carrying out the
Great Commission and the moral and ethical teachings of Jesus Christ.

Our oneness in Christ is painted for us:
Each time we gather at the Lord's table for Holy Communion,
we proclaim this oneness in the words of the Great
Thanksgiving, "By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with
each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ
comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet."
When God's transformative love changes our personal lives,
this change ought to be visible in all the spaces where we
participate. Thus, the communities we represent are also
transformed. Salvation is for all, and it is both personal and
cooperative. God is sent into the world to save the world.
Thus, John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, believed there was no religion but social religion, no
holiness but social holiness. In other words, faith always includes a social dimension. One cannot be a
Christian hermit. As we grow in faith through our participation in the church community, we are also
nourished and equipped for mission and service to the world.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer in Life Together writes: "The more genuine and the deeper our community becomes,
the more will everything else between us recede, the more clearly and purely will Jesus Christ, and his
work becomes the only thing that is vital between us." We must embrace the change God wants to make
in us because we are changed, and the world needs to see that.
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AN INVITATION TO GOD’S WAY OF LIFE continued...
In closing, it seems that when we read Scripture, we often read into the text instead of letting it speak to
us. We usually do this to both affirm and justify our behavior. Yet, the word of God is given to us, to
both affirm and correct behavior. Our Old Testament study laid bare before us not only the character
and nature of God but, more importantly, the character and nature of ourselves. God calls us to be holy,
but our flesh is continually pointing us in another direction. Moreover, when we encounter the results
of the will of our flesh, we are quick to blame God for the consequence of our sinfulness. Still, God
remains, prodding us back onto the path of righteousness.
There is an African proverb that says, "I am
because you are"; it speaks to our
interconnectedness that demands oneness in
Jesus Christ. Thus, the question for us is how
we can own our distinctiveness and yet be one
with each other. I want to suggest that it is
through the power and love of Almighty God
that we can achieve this goal. Bishop Desmond
Tutu said it best: "A person with Ubuntu (the
essence of being human) is open and available
to others, affirming of others, does not feel
threatened that others are able and good, for
he or she has a proper self-assurance that
comes from knowing that he or she belongs in a
greater whole and is diminished when others
are humiliated or diminished, when others are
tortured or oppressed." The Word of God is
transformative because it introduces us to the
amazing love of God that makes us whole and
one with each other. "I am because you are." Yes, the study was challenging but we come away knowing
that we are the beloved and blessed of God.
I hope that you will come and grow with us as we explore the Living Word of God. Through God's Word,
we discover our true nature.
Please watch the church's website and newsletter for announcements on upcoming classes.
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Chair: Burke Oehrlein
Next Meeting: August 21, 6:30pm

Gifts given to God through FUMC

As of Sun, Dec. 31, we
have 38 pledges for
2018 totaling $178,176

Six Months Ended June 30, 2018
Budget

Actual

Variance

Offerings

$143,263

$120,647

$(22,616)

Expenses

$128,653

$121,254

7,399

$14,610

$14,610

-

Apportionment
Net

$(15,217)

Month Ended June 30, 2018
Budget

Actual

Variance

Offerings

$23,877

$15,808

$(8,069)

Expenses

21,442

17,542

3,900

2435

2435

-

Apportionment

Net

$(4,169)

The Roof and Building
Repair Pledge, to date,
is $131,490.
Our balance is $118,626
Our Endowment Fund now
has a balance of $181,407
Additional donations are
always welcome.
Donations are still needed
for the Irene Taylor
Scholarship fund at
Garrett Evangelical.

August Communion Offering - Sunday, August 5th
Communion Sunday: August 5
Bessie’s Table began in October 2003, with a simple mission in
mind; “Providing a hot home cooked meal, in a welcoming
environment to individuals and families in need at no
cost.” Operating on the “Stone Soup Principle”, we gather donated
food items from various sources and create a complete meal. It is
through these donations of goods that Bessie’s Table can prepare
and serve each meal needed every Monday evening.
However, when we are unable to secure a donation, these items
must be purchased. The average cost for an entire meal is $150.00.
Unbelievably, our expert kitchen volunteers can purchase enough
food to prepare a meal to feed 100-125 individuals.
We are thankful for the volunteers within our church and the many
outside organizations that give of their time to help with this vital
community ministry.

Page 5

Mission Co-Chairs: Laura Miller & Linda Trinite

Next Meeting:

August 21 @6:30pm

Community Backpack Ministry
FUMC of Des Plaines
will be partnering with
other local churches
in the Des Plaines
School District 62
Community
Back
Pack Ministry. We
will provide six meals
for (5) elementary
students
on
the
weekends when they
are usually faced with
empty
refrigerators
and cupboards. The six meals will help them bridge
the gap from the school lunch they have Friday, to
the breakfast or lunch they will be fed when they
return to school on Monday.

Please bring in any of the items listed below and put
them in the red bucket in the parlor. Once our pantry
is stocked we will update you on the items we still
need. School will be starting soon so time is of the
essence!

While we would want to send more than what is on
the list, the child has to be able to carry the food
home, so please, be mindful of the sizes of
containers you provide. The food is meant to be for
the child, not necessarily the entire family. An adult
will help the children on the bus on Friday with their
special backpack and an adult from their family is to
be waiting when the bus arrives at their stop to
retrieve the child and backpack.

Here is a list of the food that will got into each
Nearly 60% of District 62 students qualify for free or
backpack every week:
reduced lunches. There are three schools that have
an income-challenged population, where students 1 - Canned pasta & meat (example Spaghetti O’s)
qualify for breakfast and lunch. Often, these are the 1 - Canned soup – kid flavors
only meals they eat during any given week.
1 - Boxed macaroni & cheese
St Stephens Catholic Church has been providing
food for students since 2014, increasing the number
of children they feed during the school year from
three, in the beginning, to now fourteen, in three
different schools.
First Congregational Church
committed in the fall of 2017 to feed five students at
North School and are now increasing that to ten for
this coming school year. In all cases, these are the
neediest of the needy and they have only “touched
the tip of the iceberg” with this ministry.

1 - Can of beef stew or chicken stew
1 - Small can of sausages, tuna, or chicken
2 - Oatmeal packets
2 - Individual cereal boxes
2 - Individual fruit cups
2 - Small cans of fruit or vegetables
6 - Juice Boxes
Shelf-stable milk

6 - Snack bars, fruit snacks, peanut butter crackers,
In Des Plaines, hungry children should not be an individual pretzels, chips
issue with all the resources available. Missions has 3 - Cookies, pudding cups, Rice Krispy treats, etc
decided to get involved on behalf of our Peanut butter [1 jar per month]
church. Here is how you can help! We need to
stock our pantry so that we can pack these Jelly [1 jar per month]
backpacks each week to be distributed. The (5) filled 1 - Bag of rice
backpacks will be dropped off at our assigned
1 - Bag of red beans
school each Friday.
Gallon Zip-lock bags
If you would like to make a monetary donation to this ministry, please note ‘Community Backpack
Ministry’ in the memo line of your check so the funds will be directed to our Missions Commission
to help purchase items on this list.
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Saturday, August 4  7:30 am - 2:00 pm
Front Lawn of the Church
Spread the word! We had so many great treasures left from our June Flea
Market the Missions Commission is going to have a second sale!
*Please note, at this time we are not taking any new donations.*

All Church and Bessie’s Table Volunteers are invited. You can also
RSVP by signing the sheet in the Parlor.
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MISSIONS FUNDRAISER - AUGUST 9!

Missions will receive 20% back from everyone who brings in the flyer, shows it on their
phone, or mentions the organization at checkout! If you are going through the
drive-thru, you must inform the first order taker about the FUMC fundraiser night.
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Christian Education Commission Chair:
Karen Boesche
Next Meeting: August 7 @ 7:00pm

Youth Camp 2018

Backpack
Blessing!
Attention Students!
Start the school
year off right. Bring
your school pack or
bag and join us in
worship on Sunday,
August 19. We will have a special time of
prayer and blessing for our kids, college
students and teachers who are heading
back to school. All school age students
are welcome!

Please be in prayer
for our Youth as the
attend Camp Wesley
August 5 - 10 on
beautiful Lake
Geneva in Wisconsin.
They will spend the
week focusing on
their faith while having fun participating
in water sports, dance, music and drama.
Also pray for their fearless leaders!

Update on our VBS Offering
FUMC Vacation Bible School’s 2018 MISSION, in partnership
with Heifer International, was to raise $300 in the pursuit
of purchasing threes schools of fish fingerlings.
FISH FINGERLINGS = BETTER HEALTH, MORE WEALTH!
Fish fingerlings donations:


Increase daily nutrition with lean, healthy fish protein



Encourage self-reliance by teaching skills in fish farming



Pass on the Gift in a relatively quick time, allowing others
to benefit

THE TOTAL AMOUNT RAISED: $445.25
JUST ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF ‘CATCHING THE WAVE OF
GOD’S AMAZING LOVE’ AND EXPRESSING HIS LOVE
THROUGH OUR GIFTS TO THIS MISSION.
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Our Surfer’s caught the wave of God’s amazing love all week at VBS!

Learning!

Dancing!

Giving!

Praying!

Snacking!

We learned about how:
God Creates - Psalm 8:1b
God Helps - Psalm 18:35b
God Loves - Matthew 3:17b
God Calms - Philippians 4:9b
God Sends - Isaiah 6:8b

Playing!

SURF SHACK TALLY:
48

Surfers!

10

Youth Lifeguards!

10+ Adult Lifeguards!
and Snappy the Crab!
“Remember that the Lord is great and awesome!” Nehemiah 4:14b
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Worship Committee Chair: Tina Shelton
Next Meeting: August 6 @7:00 pm
A special thank you to Mercy Lynn Andalis for
leading worship over the summer. Her music
expertise and love for conducting the choirs really
came through. Our congregation was thoroughly
blessed.
And welcome back to Nander, our worship leader, and his lovely
wife Ana. They have returned from their visit with family and friends
in Brazil. Nander will resume leading worship and conducting the
choirs as we transition into the fall season.
We thank God for God's continued faithfulness to our church!
August Altar Flowers:
If you would like to sponsor altar
flowers for the month of August,
in memory or honor of a loved
one, please sign up on the poster
in the Parlor or contact the
church office.

AUGUST LITURGISTS
Aug. 5: Nanette Fasco
Aug. 12: Noni Shelton
Aug 19: TBD
Aug. 26: Bill Knopf
AUGUST USHERS
Donna Catlett
Audrey Nankervis
August Sunday
Morning Fellowship
Hosts:
The Trustees

JOIN US FOR
Quiet Prayer Time with Pastor Irene
Tuesday Mornings at 9am
Holy Healing Practices with Minister Tina
2nd & 4th Saturdays of the month at 10am
Holy Healing Practices is a place where you can come and learn techniques and practices that
will allow you to better commune with God in your own time.Together we pray, we share and learn
to listen for God's voice through art, the scriptures and so much more.
Small time commitment, many blessings. Please join us.
We want to be in prayer with you, to
share both your joys and struggles.
If you have a prayer to share, please
complete one of our prayer cards
and leave it in the prayer box located
outside the sanctuary.

Our Prayer Room
is located on the
2nd Floor
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Communications Committee
Chair: Walt Dibbern
Next Meeting: August 13 @ 5:30pm

This new regular feature is brought to you by The Communications Committee
From time to time the First United Methodist Church revises its stand on social principles. The last time this
was done was in 1968, by 12 men, mostly scholars, all from
the U.S. The United Methodist Board of Church and Society is
writing the new Revised Social Principles. This effort comes
after years of listening sessions with more than 200
Methodists from around the world.
Two sections are not yet drafted: “Human Sexuality” and
“Rights of Persons of All Sexual Orientations and Gender
Identities. The Board will wait until after the special session dealing with issues of human sexuality at the
2019 United Methodist General Conference.
“Commission on a Way Forward,” being translated into English as we go to press, outlines the process that
will address the issue of sexuality. (The four official languages of the United Methodist Church are English,
French, Portuguese and Swahili.) There will be meetings at various locations in the fall.
The Board ultimately hopes to bring the proposed revised Social Principles for a vote in 2020 at General
Conference, our Church’s top policymaking body.
Source for Article Information: The Reporter (NIC Communications)

Be sure to follow us on Facebook!
Gift Cards for birthdays and special occasions! Do your shopping right here at church and raise funds for our
general operating fund! There are over 700 gift cards to choose from!
Gift Card orders are placed the 2nd Sunday of the Month and delivered on the 3rd Sunday
Prayer
Ministry
every Tuesday
9am
of the month (Holiday and Summer
Vacations
maymeets
put a variance
on order at
times.)
Questions? Contact Laura Miller
You can find order forms on the bulletin board in the main hallway or setup an account at
https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/ Enrollment code: 1BC3F2A45593L
Send your order to the que and drop your check in mailbox #55. It’s that easy!

Remember, we now have e-giving online! You can now give when you are on vacation,
setup auto payments, or even give to special offerings. Visit www.fumcdp.org and click
on ‘Ways to Give’ or see Walt Dibbern for assistance.
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Pastor Irene would like to encourage you to attend one of the Annual Stewardship Summits hosted
by the United Methodist Foundation. Please see flyer below for more information or visit https://
umfnic.org/summit/ for registration link.
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AUGUST 2018 - from the desk of Gracie
We are blessed: Pastor Irene Taylor is reappointed to FUMC, Bill Knopf announced
at the July 15 Church Council meeting. July 1 was her third anniversary with us. And
our Director of Music, Nander Novaes and his wife Ana should be back from their
visit to Brazil by the time this issue of the Messenger arrives in your mailboxes. I
wonder if Nander and Ana know how talented our pianist, Mercy Lynn Andalis is, and
her husband, Jym. J ym sang two solos, “Heart to Heart,” and “T here is No
Greater Love,” July 1, and Mercy Lynn and Minister Tina Shelton teamed up to sing
“Jesus is Everything I Need,” July 22.
We enjoyed some stirring sermons, this month. July 1, Pastor Irene’s friend Rev. Karen Mosby observed
that Jesus asked questions to teach, correct, challenge, build people up and lead them into a deeper kind of
faith. But “God wants more for us than what we see, what we witness,” she said, quoting poet/novelist
Rainer Maria Rilke’s advice that we be “patient [and not] sear ch for … answer s, which could not be
given to you now, because you would not be able to live them. [Instead] live the questions now [and]
perhaps someday … you will gradually … live your way into the answer.” Grow in understanding God’s
reality, power, authority, into receiving the fullness of God’s intentions for God’s people, Rev. Mosby told
us. July 8, Pastor Irene addressed the subject of being “faithful in spite of the roadblocks,” which come in
all sorts of forms, impeding our growth, stifling change. “Do you want to be made whole?” she asked.
“Faith in God -- not our own understanding, and following God make all things possible,” she said.
“Choose to trust God to fulfill His promise in your life.” I am still pondering the sermons; how about you?
Most of us know that if it’s July, it’s VBS time, at FUMC. This year nearly 50
kids – ‘Surfers’ – showed up for our “Surf Shack’ themed VBS, July 9-13 & 15,
led by Skipper Brenda Murphy (left) and Snappy-the-Crab Karen Boesche,
(right) shown here with a ‘soft-shelled’
Snappy sewn by Kim Darling.
The sanctuary, its vestibule, and
Fellowship Hall all received beach-y
makeovers by Karen – creating great
atmosphere for kids, and
playgrounds for the house mouse
(all mine, every day after VBS!!).
“God creates, helps, loves, calms and sends,” the kids learned, in
Bible stories, songs, games and crafts. They flocked with equal
enthusiasm to join Joanna Hardy in games and Kathy Castaneda in
crafts, and almost everyone came early for getting-to-know-you time
and snacks and beverages Anne Hardy set out each morning. I spent a
lot of time skirting many small people and twice as many feet, like
these (below) but I watched and listened, too.
Young ‘Lifeguards’ and helpers,
including Aline F., Arrielle H., and
Tyler, plus siblings Serena & Sabrina
C., Aaron & Meredith H., Amaya &
Lexi C., Snortee & Headi H., and
LeAndria & LaShandria led gr oups of
children to and from activities, set up, served and cleaned. A mission to raise $300 to provide 3 schools of
fish fingerlings and fish far ming tr aining to a family identified by Heifer Pr oject Inter national was
launched during VBS and FUMC’s adult Mission Commission will add July’s Communion offering

to the pot.
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GRACIE’S GOOD NEWS!...continued
Donations are being accepted until July 31. Mike Murphy came to help with technical issues, during VBS; I
think he took time off from work!! Eyes lit up to see him. Mercy Lynn hugged and encouraged the girls
rehearsing a song for VBS Sunday’s worship service, the 15th. She gives great hugs. Brenda and Karen
planned that service, which many VBS kids and their families attended. What a hit the slide show was with
everyone!
One day in the sanctuary with the VBS kids, I overheard Leigha B., 6, whisper to one of the grownups, “I like
your church.” We like it too, Leigha!
Our youth are busy. Besides VBS and Sunday school classes,
Confirmation students Serena & Sabrina C., Snortee & Headi H.,
Yadira L., Armani P. and Mia Y. meet with Jan Weber, Pastor Irene,
Minister Tina Shelton, and other volunteer s about two Sundays a
month, after worship, for class and lunch. They’re currently learning
about John Wesley and other important persons in the early Methodist
Church. Our kids are also participating in “Swimming Sundays” from
swim coach Karen Boesche. Cindy Yelich and Julia Boesche ar e also
helping. I hear the kids swam for 2+ hours, their first two sessions. One
of the moms said her children slept like babies afterward.
Children and adults from both FUMC and Nuevo Amanecer (including Gladys
Leyva, pictur ed her e) – known as the Little (and Big) Swifters – are cleaning the
church while Bruce McIntosh, our custodian, recovers from surgery. Like to clean?
Join them on Thursdays, 6 p.m.! Make our church sparkle, get some exercise, enjoy
their company. Chuck Fabian, Trustees, has also been at the chur ch pr etty often,
making repairs in the 1st floor bathroom, and checking out the ‘facilities’ and a
workhorse refrigerator, downstairs, and more. Sometimes Chad comes with his dad.
Our Audio and Visual Team serves during every Sunday worship service and on other
occasions. Don Trinite and Don Ankeny work the sound equipment; Mike Murphy is
their backup. Linda Trinite does slides (visuals you see on the monitors in the
sanctuary); Laura Miller is her backup, and Brenda Murphy has pitched in when Linda
and Laura are away.
Missions Commission has been super active, Pastor Irene noted, in her J uly 22 ser mon “Ministr y
Centered in God’s Peace and Assurance.” The last few months, Missions encouraged our members to support
the 2018 Bishop’s Appeal to help in the Global Migration Crisis, collected household supplies for disaster
relief cleaning kits, created Dine & Share opportunities and held the Flea Market/Craft Fair to grow funds of
various appeals, promoted support for Dave & Barb’s granddaughter Allison Duncan, who serves a Christian
mission in Thailand. They’ve been to work at Camp on the Boulder in MT, Pastor recalled, now, are filling
backpacks with food for local school children who haven’t enough to eat on weekends. Their compassion,
like Jesus’, is for all the people and in all the places people are found, including ‘wilderness’ places Pastor
mentioned in her sermon – challenging places, anywhere there is brokenness. “God is in the business of
restoring brokenness,” Pastor said, and Jesus calls us to go examine our own brokenness as well as to go out
into the world, not just stay in our comfortable spaces. “If you don’t go, who will?” she asked. “Love Christ
and let the love of Christ dwell in you. Make a difference,” like Missions does.
Another take on ‘going’: Noni Shelton is back from a mission trip to Mexico with her youth group, and Don
& Linda Trinite ar e home fr om a family tr ip to Scotland. Welcome home! Happy bir thday to Aug.born Tom Chaney, Dave Duncan, Rich Ludwig, Donna Catlett, Laura Miller, Barb Duncan, Cathy Stein, John
Nankervis, Matt Boesche (Neal & Karen’s son), and Erica Lake, and felicitations to Aug. wedding
anniversary celebrants Jim & June Blue, 53rd, and John & Audrey Nankervis, 60th. John & Audrey chose
their wedding date because both sets of parents married on that date. What date? Ask them!
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GRACIE’S GOOD NEWS!...continued
Prayers continue for members and their loved ones who have had recent health issues,
including Shirley Baumgarten’s husband Richard; Elizabeth Bowen’s mom Suzanne;
Nancy Canova; Walt Dibbern’s son Dave; Renee Edmondson’s father Bob Smith;
Bruce McIntosh; Nander & Ana Novaes’ fathers, Orlando Novaes and Alcides
Rondina; Marian Seaholm; and Beverly Zuccarini. Our hear tfelt sympathy to Arnie
& Ellie Seegers; Ar nie is missing his close cousin Bob Seegers, who passed away in
July.
Photos flooded my inbox during VBS week; here is a selection. L-R below: Prayer time. Impromptu
hairdressing at breakfast. Helping game. Boys + a BALL.

Clockwise L-R below: VBS decorations, vestibule. Organizing name tags. Girls rocking. Anne Hardy lights
Karen’s birthday candles. Kids climbing on playground equipment.

Thanks to all who shared their stories, observations and pictures with me for this column. If you have news to
share, e-mail me at gracie.fumc@yahoo.com or give notes for me to Elizabeth Bowen, our administrative
assistant. Faithfully, Gracie

P.S. Last photos from VBS: Below are samples of paper plate depictions of 6 of the 7 days of Creation made
by our VBS kids. Idea from Melanie, https://ithappensinablink.com/paper-plate-the-days-of-creation/

1

2

3

4

1.

Night

3. Land, plants, trees

5. fish

2.

Atmosphere

4.. Sun, moon, stars

6. birds

5
7. Animals, people

6

7
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Kaitlyn Harris
and
Jakub Puchalski
The Trustees would like to
thank each person who is giving
their service to maintain church
property during our custodian's
recuperation. Your gifts are
vital for effective ministry as
we work together to make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.

request the honor of your
presence at their wedding
Saturday, August 18, 2018
1:00PM
St. Vincent DePaul Parish
1010 W Webster

August 4:

Rummage Sale

August 5-10:

Youth Camp

August 9:

Portillo’s Dine & Share Fundraiser

August 19:

Back to School Backpack Blessing

August 18:

Harris & Puchalski Wedding

August 20:

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner
Come visit the Scared
Grounds Coffee Service in
Goodyear Hall every
Sunday morning. Enjoy our
delicious Equal Exchange
coffee.
We charge $2.00 a cup.
Proceeds go towards
special programs or the
general fund.

Chicago, IL

If you have a Pastoral emergency
on a Monday, please contact
the church office directly at
847-827-5561 or at
fumcdesplaines@gmail.com .
Pastor Irene observes her
Sabbath Day on Mondays
and is away from the office.
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In Our Community
COUNSELING RESOURCES
OUTSIDE THE CHURCH:

Maureen M. Martin, MDiv., LCPC
1585 Ellinwood Avenue, Suite 106
Des Plaines, IL 60016
Counseling Services Focused On:

Rosecrance - 2018 Launch to Life Event
Featuring: Elizabeth Vargus, ABC News Anchor
Thursday, October 25, 2018
11:30 am - 1:30 pm

Proceeds from the 2018 Launch to Life Benefit will support
young adults in early recovery accessing life-saving
programs at Rosecrance in Chicago.
For event information visit:
http://www.rosecrance.org/chicago-benefit/

Relationships
Perinatal Concerns
Greif and Loss
Parenting
Life Transitions
Anxiety and Depression

Maureen Martin is a graduate of Loyola
University Institute of Pastoral Studies
where she received both an MDiv and a
MA in Pastoral Counseling. She offers a
compassionate, therapeutic approach
that is sensitive to a person’s religious
tradition.

FUMC - Des Plaines was sited as one of “The Seven Wonders of Des Plaines” by
Karen Kozenczak in her article in the July 18-23, 2018 edition of The Journal
(Journal & Topics Media Group). She states “The First United Methodist
Church of Des Plaines, 668 Graceland Ave., with it’s beautiful English Gothic,
Lannon-stone (worth Googling) exterior, stirs up feelings of Hogwarts, and
Hansel and Gretel. Designed by Milwaukee’s prestigious church architect Hugo
Haeuser, the church was erected in stages, the sanctuary in 1951 and the
education wing in 1955. Local architect and former Des Plaines Zoning Board and
Plan Commission Member Arnie Seegers designed a family entrance to the
church in 1994. Its fireplace and living room atmosphere made a great backdrop
for a local cable television series that focused on individual aldermen and their wards. This distinctive
building is reminiscent of some of the 1920/1930 English Tudor houses sprinkled in the city’s Villas
subdivision and the 7th Ward. It’s a “one of its kind” near the central business district area and its old
-world charm and uniqueness are appreciated in a downtown challenged by its struggle for an identity.”
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In our community continued...


“FALL INTO PLACE”
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY!
Many adults need help with basic
English reading, writing, or speaking
skills. If you would be willing to
volunteer as a tutor, call Oakton
Community College at 847-635-1426.
Required four part training:
Sept.
6, 11 & 22 and Oct. 6.
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FUMC STAFF AND LEADERSHIP
Pastor

Rev Dr. Irene Taylor

Minister of Youth & Worship and Lay
Leader of the Church

Minister Tina Shelton

Director of Music Ministry

Nander Novaes

Administrative Assistant

Elizabeth Bowen

Custodian

Bruce McIntosh

Pianist

Mercy Lynn Andalis

Treasurer

Brenda Murphy

Lay Member to Annual Conference

Brenda Murphy

Chair of SPRC

Bill Knopf

Chair of Finance

Burke Oehrlein

Chair of Trustees

Brenda Murphy

Chair of Christian Education

Karen Boesche

Chair of Youth Council

Tina Shelton

Chairs of Missions

Linda Trinite

Chair of Worship

Tina Shelton

Chair of Communications & Outreach

Walt Dibbern

Chair of Nurturing/Hospitality

Karen Fitzgerald

First United Methodist Church
668 Graceland Avenue
Des Plaines, IL 60016
Phone: (847) 827-5561 Web: www.fumcdp.org
Email: fumcdesplaines@gmail.com

Join us on Sundays!
9a.m. — Sunday School

Children, Youth & Adult Classes

10a.m. — Blended Worship
Nursery Care Available
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

1
10a: Ladies of
the Church
Fellowship

2
MDO: Closed

3
3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons

4
7:30a-2p:
Rummage Sale
8a-12p
Piano Lessons
3p: Youth Choir
Rehearsal
4:30p: Family
Community Meal
11
8a-12p
Piano Lessons
10a: Spiritual
Formation
3p: Youth Choir
Rehearsal

5 Communion

6

7

8

9

10

9a: Sun School
10a: Worship

9a-12p: MDO
Summer Camp

9a-12p: MDO
Summer Camp

9a-12p: MDO
Summer Camp

3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons

5p: Praise
Dance

9a: Prayer

9a-12p:
MDO Summer
Camp

7p: Worship
Committee

3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons

3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons

5p-8p: Dine
& Share @
Portillo’s

7p: Education
Committee
7p: Choir Reh.

Youth Camp

Youth Camp

Youth Camp

Youth Camp

Youth Camp

4:30p: Family
Community Meal

Youth Camp

12

13

14

15

16

17

9a: Sun School
10a: Worship

9a-12p: MDO
Summer Camp

9a-12p: MDO
Summer Camp

9a-12p: MDO
Summer Camp

3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons

5p: Praise
Dance

9a: Prayer

9a-12p:
MDO Summer
Camp

5:30p: Comm.
Mtg.

Saturday

8a-12p
Piano Lessons
3p:Youth Choir
Rehearsal

3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons

3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons

18

4:30p: Family
Community Meal

6:30p: Trustee
Meeting
7p: Choir Reh.

19
Backpack
Blessing Sunday
9a: Sun School
10a: Worship

26
10a:
Worship

20
5p: Praise
Dance
5:30p-7p:
Volunteer
Appreciation
Dinner

21
9a: Prayer

22

3:30-8:15pm
Piano Lessons

23

24

3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons

3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons

30

31

6:30p: Missions
6:30p: Finance
7p: Choir Reh.

27

28

5p: Praise
Dance

3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons
7p: Choir Reh.

29

25
8a-12p
Piano Lessons
10a: Spiritual
Formation
3p:Youth Choir
Rehearsal
4:30p: Family
Community Meal

Always check
our website
for the latest
details in
scheduling!
fumcdp.org

