
The Messenger 

What’s Inside? 

October 2019 
    

fumcdesplaines@gmail.com                (847) 827-5561 

Pastor’s Column 1 

‘Bee’ In The Know 4 

Trustee News 5 

Finance News 7 

Mission News 8 

Education News 9 

Worship News 11 

Communication 

News 
12 

Gracie’s Good 

News!  
13 

  

Church Info 19 

What’s Happening in October? 

• Oct. 2– Ladies of 

the Church 

• Oct. 5 - United 

Hispnic/Latinx 

Worship Celebration 

• Oct. 13 - Manna Gift 

Card orders due 
 

• Oct. 6 - World 

Communion Sunday 

• Oct. 20 - Laity 

Sunday 

• Worship: 10am 

• Prayer Ministry 

Tuesday @ 9am 

 

• 9a: Sunday School 

for all ages 

• Spiritual Formation 

2nd & 4th Saturday 

@10am 

• Fall Bible Study - 

Wednesdays @ 10am 

& 6:30pm 

WORSHIP STUDY LIVE 

Wow! I am so grateful for these words of Apostle Paul. In ministry, we need to 
be reminded of them often. “Don't grow weary in doing good.” Can the good 
works we do impact us negatively? How can they cause us to grow weary?  
 
Perhaps this is why Jesus insisted that his disciples learn to watch and pray. It is 
often in those moments when we feel stressed and discouraged that the 
solitude of God comes to us to comfort our weary souls. Good works don’t 
always produce the fruit we had hoped. Some of our well-intended motives can 
get us into a lot of trouble. Contrary to what we may think about the church, it 
is sometimes difficult and challenging to be a member of the body. Perhaps that 
is why Apostle Paul chose to use the analogy of the human body to teach us 
how the church is to function.  
 
Isn’t it strange that when a part of our physical body hurts, it causes dysfunction 
in the entire body? Think about it; on those mornings that I wake up with a 
sinus headache, I can do nothing right. My whole day is ruined unless I take 
some type of medication to eliminate the pain. Ministry is that way; we are the 
body of Christ, and when one member of the body hurts, it affects the entire 
body. What are we to do? Where do we go for relief? 

From the desk of Pastor Irene…. 

LET US NOT GROW WEARY … NOR, GIVE UP! 
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we 
will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”                Galatians 6:9 ((NIV) 



Here is where I think that Apostle Paul’s words from Galatians are helpful and encouraging. To do the Lord’s 
work, we must learn how to persevere in all kinds of situations. The membership of the church is a reflection 
of the world we live in. The challenge lies in gathering with all of our diversity, seeking to be one.  
 
As United Methodists, our body hurts as we struggle to live out this oneness in Christ. We want answers, and 
we want them now. Like my sinus headache, we want immediate relief. In seeking that relief, we have divid-
ed ourselves into various camps: the traditionalists, the centrists, and the progressives. And more recently, 
new categories have emerged as our denomination searches for a way forward. While this work is serious, 
and we should be very prayerful as we seek to discern God’s will for our church, let us be reminded of Paul’s 
words: “Let us not grow weary in well-doing.” 
 

Our labor is not in vain. Let us be faithful to God’s call in our 
lives. We must continue to love and never pick up the banter 
of hate or indifference. Let us stay focused upon our call to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Scripture reminds us that the harvest is plentiful, but 
the laborers are few. As we discuss who should be included 
or excluded in the church, we must remember that God rec-
onciled that issue some 2,000 years ago. His son, Jesus, gave 
his life all, that none shall be excluded. We should not con-
fuse church law with the teachings of Jesus Christ. I don’t 
want to suggest in any way that understanding the issue of 
human sexuality isn’t complicated. It is, yet God is calling us 
to be faithful to what we profess as followers of Jesus Christ. 
In our search for this faithfulness, we find ourselves growing 
weary while doing well.   
So, if we choose to exclude people from our churches or limit 
God’s call upon their lives to serve among us, are we not hin-
dering God’s call upon our brothers and sisters’ lives? I ask, 
where is our faith? John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, 
left the church (building) because it hindered and limited his 
ability to share the Gospel of Jesus with all people. So, he 
took the Gospel message out into the fields. Some of us may 
be called to make such radical choices as well.  
 

I see our current dilemma as an opportunity to strengthen our church and to be who Christ calls us to be. 
Therefore, let us find a way forward that glorifies who we are as the body of Christ. Change takes time and is 
often way too slow, but we have seen the church change over the years, and God’s transformative Spirit is 
still creating  a just, holy and loving church in the God Kingdom here on earth, where Christ is the head, and 
all people are welcome with all of our brokenness and shortcomings. Thanks be to God! 
 
I am currently reading Help! My Church is Leaving Me: Adapting to a Changing UMC, edited by Bill Kemp; in 
it, Kemp reminds us that John Wesley provided us with a beneficial practice for discernment known as the 
Quadrilateral. According to Kemp, the Book of Discipline states, “While we acknowledge the primacy of 
Scripture in theological reflection, our attempts to grasp its meaning always involve tradition, experience, 
and reason. Like Scripture, these may become creative vehicles of the Holy Spirit as they function within the 
church.  They quicken our faith, open our eyes to the wonder of God's love, and clarify our understanding.  
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In using the Quadrilateral, we are seeking to know the word of God more 
fully. We are attempting to learn what the scripture meant to the first 
persons who heard or read it, and to apply it to our 21st-century lives. 
The Bible is the living word of God, and it continually surprises me as I 
read and read again, the old familiar words." The Quadrilateral is a guide 
to help us discern our way forward. Each church in our conference and in 
the United Methodist Church must work their way through this discern-
ment process. 
  
Let us allow God to guide us on this biblical, theological, and spiritual journey as we continue to work with 
our conference, district, and denomination to figure out our way forward. Just as Apostle Paul asks us to die 
to ourselves so that we can live for Christ, so too must the church. My friends, let us keep in mind that from 
death comes resurrection. God has not abandoned us. God is seeking to make our church, our denomination 
a more holy and righteous church. So, let us not see these changes as death but God birthing in us a new and 
better spirit. 
 
As we seek to fulfill our mission as the church, let us always seek inclusion over exclusion. We must be “the 
Jesus of today,” who goes out into the highways and byways to invite all to come. We must be the Good Sa-
maritan who takes the time to see the humanity of those suffering rather than seeking to fulfill the traditions 
and customs of our time.  
 
We are called to take the Light of Christ into the world in order to transform it. So how do we do this? The 
challenge for us is to remain focused on our mission and to trust God to give the increase. 
 
At the February 2019 General Conference, a decision was made, but it didn’t solve our problem. If anything, 
it made matters worse. The decision left many in the body of Christ in pain, and this pain is creating great 
suffering among us. There are members of the body in pain, so the whole church is in pain. How do we not 
grow weary in times like these?  
 
Well, this is what I offer: As a church, let us, the United Methodist people, remain prayerful at all times. Let 
us pray for the church and the UMC in particular. We still have much to offer. John Wesley’s theology of 
grace is foundational to our faith development. God’s grace will see us through these turbulent times.  
 

Pastor Irene 
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Join us for our  
2019 Fall Bible Study 

 

Discernment:  
Reading the Sings of Daily Life  

 

By: Henri Nouwen 
 

Wednesdays 
10:00 am (Pastor Irene ) 

6:30pm (Min. Tina) 
Goodyear Hall 

 

 

 

2019 Church 

Conference 

 

Saturday, October 26, 2019 

4:00pm - 5:00pm 

We hope to see you there! 

 
The Ladies of the Church Group  

will meet on  
Wednesday, October 2nd at 10:00 am I 

n Goodyear Hall.  
All the women are invited to participate 

in this time of fellowship, coffee and  
refreshments!  

Did you know?   
There’s a Guinness  

World Record  
holder(s) at FUMC? 

 

It’s true.  Neptune YMCA Swim Team (and 
coaches including our own Karen and Julia 

Boesche) participated in a global 
‘treadathon’ sponsored by the International 

Water Safety Foundation (a non-profit or-
ganization focused on raising awareness 

about the global drowning epidemic, drown-

ing prevention, and building a culture of 
learning to swim).  The swim team helped 
break the ‘treading’ record on Wednesday, 
September 25. Participants helped raise 

money and awareness for water safety in 
the US and globally.   

 

Just keep on ‘treading!’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Committee Budgets Due no later than 
Tuesday, October 8th.  

 Conference Reports must be submitted 
online no later than Saturday, October 
12th. If you would like the Admin Assistant 
to submit them, they are due via email no 
later than Sunday, October 6th.  



From the Board of Trustees….. Page 5 

 

Women’s Bathroom Makeover in pro-
gress. Special thanks to Kay & Larry 
Maloney for their hard work! 

Chuck Fabian uncovered the beautiful stain 
glass window in the balcony. Look at the  
magnificent light it lets in!  

New Stair Treads on the family entrance 
staircase and a beautiful new “WELCOME” 
sign (thanks to Pastor Irene for giving the 
sign as a gift to the church).  

A joint effort of cleaning and organizing the Education Wing to   
include new bulletin boards in the Confirmation Room.  What a  
tremendous difference it makes!  
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 If you would be interested in assisting with the Trustees and attending this workshop, please contact  
Brenda Murphy at bmurphy5@wowway.com 



Gifts given to God through First United Methodist Church  

 

 
 
 

OCTOBER COMMUNION OFFERING 
The October Communion Offering will benefit the Tree of Life 
Ministry in Pierre, South Dakota (yellow band of the NIC 
Rainbow Covenant Book, Project #123615).  This ministry 
with Lakota Native Americans addresses needs on the 
Rosebud and Pine Ridge reservations in South 
Dakota by “nurturing the body, strengthening culture, and 
enhancing the spirit.” This ministry provides groceries and 
meals to the hungry; repairs to substandard homes; and 
supports local teachers as they reclaim native culture and 
language. 
 

Form more information on Tree of Life Ministry: https://www.treeofliferelief.org/  
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As of Sun, Dec. 31, 2018 we 

have 35 pledges totaling 

$190,292 

Our Endowment Fund now 

has a balance of $196,926. 

Additional donations are 

always welcome. 

 

As of Aug. 31, 2019, our  

Music Ministry Fund has 11 

pledges totaling $28,320. 

Finance Committee Chair: Burke Oehrlein 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, October 15 @ 6:30pm 

Eight Months ended August 31, 2019 

  Budget Actual Variance 

Offerings   $     197,685   $     150,825   $     (46,860) 

Expenses        178,037         181,501            (3,464) 

Apportionment          19,648             1,948           17,700  

     Net      $     (32,624) 

        

One  Month ended August 31, 2019 

  Budget Actual Variance 

Offerings    $      24,711   $      17,049   $       (7,662) 

Expenses          22,255           19,304             2,951  

Apportionment            2,456             2,456                    -  

     Net      $       (4,711) 
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Mission Commission Co-Chairs:  
Laura Miller & Linda Trinite 

The next meeting will be October 15 at 6:30 p.m. 

School is back in session, which means the Community Backpack Program for some very needy 
children from Iroquois Community School is in need of the following donations:  

 

 Individual Serving Size Soups 

 Individual Serving Size Canned Vegetables (8oz. size) 

 Small Fruit Cups (4oz. Size) 

 Juice Boxes 

 Instant Oatmeal Packets 

 Snacks: Bars, fruit snacks, crackers, chips, pretzels 

 Desserts: cookies, pudding cups, rice kripie treats 

 

Please place them in the bucket in the Parlor.  These items 
will be collected throughout the year, so please keep that in 
mind as you do your weekly grocery shopping!  

World Communion Sunday is October 6, 2019 
 

From the website: discipleship.org:  “According to the 1972 Book of Discipline paragraph 163.b there shall 
be a World Communion (formerly Fellowship of Suffering and Service) offering to support the division of 
chaplains and ministries, Crusade Scholarships and the scholarship fund for minority groups.  

Around the globe, countless gifted and qualified people face financial ob-
stacles that hinder them from preparing for the vocation God has given 
them, especially youth and young adults. For ethnic students who will be 
the first generation in their families to attend college, or for those people 
of color who haven’t historically had access to resources that make higher 
education possible, the road toward education has often been unwieldy. 

What would it look like if the church today imitated Jesus’ affirmation of 
the full dignity and God-given potential of all women and men—especially 
those who’ve historically been assigned to the world’s margins? On World 
Communion Sunday your giving helps to provide scholarships for national 
and international graduate students whom God has gifted to learn and to 
serve.”  

Special giving envelopes will be inserted in your bulletin or if you would 
like additional information or to give an on-line donation, visit: http://
www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/world-communion-sunday  



 

Nothing says ‘love’ like a homemade pumpkin pie! 
This year Education will be delivering a Thanksgiving ‘love basket’ filled with a homemade 
pumpkin pie and grocery store gift cards for several D62 families in need.   
 
If interested in donating gift cards or baking pumpkin pies please contact Karen Boesche / 
Anne Hardy.  We will be baking the perfectly-spiced pumpkin pies on November 24 during the 
9am Sunday School hour.   
 
Gift card donations can be dropped off at the church office no later than Sunday, November 17.  
We are so grateful, in advance, for your generosity blessing these families in need.  Thank you 
for helping! Want to make it easy? You can order grocery gift cards through our Manna Gift 
Card Program. Card orders will need to be placed 
with Laura Miller. The order deadlines are:  Oct 13th   
- Delivered Oct 20th; Nov 10th – Delivered Nov 17th. 
 
Would you like to order a delicious pie for your 
Thanksgiving celebration? A homemade pumpkin pie 
would be a perfect complement to your thanksgiving 
meal!  Please let Karen Boesche or Anne Hardy know 
if interested in ordering one for your family! 
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Christian Education Commission Chair:  Karen Boesche   
Next Meeting: October 1 @ 7:00pm  

Pack your suit, towel, and goggles and let’s learn together how to swim! Karen 
Boesche and daughter Julia will be teaching children how to stay safe in and around 
the water.  Join us for a splashing good time! If interested and have not filled out a 
YMCA parental permission/facility waiver, you must do so to participate.  See Karen 
Boesche for  the form. 

When: Sunday, October 6th and 20th  
Where: Lattof YMCA (Des Plaines) 
Time: Immediately after Worship fellowship time 

SAVE THE DATE!!! 
Join us at our Advent Party Sunday,  
December 8 in the Fellowship Hall  
immediately after worship service.  

Celebrate this season with food, fellowship 
and crafting!  Education Ministry will host 

the event including a luncheon!  
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Pinwheels EVERYWHERE (on FUMC’s front lawn)! 
All shapes and sizes of pinwheels were spinning in the wind on the FUMC front lawn during 

the third week of September . Did you notice?  Thanks to the participants (pics below) in 

‘PINWHEELS FOR PEACE’ as they  

created a visual public statement about our desire for peace! 



 

LITURGISTS 
Oct. 6: Anne Cowin 

Oct. 13: Rich Ludwig 
Oct. 20:  Renee Edmondson 

Oct. 27: Nanette Fasco 
 

USHERS  
Dave & Lynn Duncan 

Arnie Seegers 
 

FELLOWSHIP HOSTS:  
Worship Committee 

Worship Committee Chair: Tina Shelton  
No  meeting in October  

If you would like to 
purchase Sanctuary 
Flowers in honor or 

memory of a loved one, 
please contact the church 
office for available dates.  

Spiritual Formation is a place 

where you can come and learn 

techniques and practices that will 

allow you to better commune with 

God in your own time. Together 

we pray, we share and learn to 

listen for God's voice through art, the scriptures and so 

much more. Small time commitment, many blessings.  
 

The class is facilitated by Minister Tina.  We meet in the 

2nd floor prayer room on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the 

month. 
 

Come join us! All are welcome!  

Join us for a time of quiet 
prayer with Pastor Irene and 
members of our Prayer 
Team. We meet in the prayer 
room on Tuesday mornings 
at 9:00am.  

 

We want to be in prayer with 
you to share your joys and 
struggles. If you have a 

specific prayer to share, please completer one 
of our prayer cards and leave it in the prayer 
box located in the sanctuary foyer. 
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We are in need of  
Ushers for Sunday 
mornings. If you 

would be interest-
ed, please contact 
the church office 

to sign up.  
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Prayer Ministry meets every Tuesday at 9am 

 

Chair:  Walt Dibbern 

Meeting: Monday, October 14, 2019 @ 5:30 pm 

Remember, we now have e-giving 

online! You can now give when you are 

on vacation, setup auto payments, or 

even give to special offerings.   
 

 Visit www.fumcdp.org  and click on 

‘Ways to Give’ or see Walt Dibbern.  

Gift Cards for Birthdays and special occasions!  Do your shopping right here at church and raise 

funds for our general operating fund!  There are over 700 gift cards to choose 

from!  Gift Card orders are placed the 2nd Sunday of the Month and delivered on the 3rd Sunday 

of the month (Holiday and Summer Vacations may put a variance on order times.) 

  

You can find order forms on the bulletin board in the main hallway or setup an account at   

https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/     Enrollment code: 1BC3F2A45593L       

Send your order to the que and drop your check in mailbox #55. It’s that easy! 

  

Gift Cards make great holiday gifts for teachers, neighbors, friends and family! Plan ahead this holiday season!  

Be sure to follow us 

on Facebook and like 

our posts! 

An easy way to 
give to FUMCDP  

at no cost to you! 
 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic 
way for you to support FUMCDP every time 
you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop 
at smile.amazon.com, you'll find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection and 
convenient shopping experience as 

Amazon.com, with the added bonus that 
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase 

price to our Church.    
Just click here to connect: https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2368500 

Support FUMCDP every time you shop! 

Keep up with the 
happenings in the 

Northern Illinois Conference and our District by 
visiting their website: www.umcnic.org 
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GIFT CARD ORDER DEADLINES:  

Oct 13th   - Deliver Oct 20th; 

Nov 10th – Deliver Nov 17th 

Dec 8th  - Deliver Dec 15th 

We would like to encourage our members to wear their name tags on Sundays 
to help our Guests get to know us better. If your name tag is missing, please 
print your name on the list next to the name tag carousel and we will get you 
one made. Guest name tags are available on the guest table in the hallway.   

http://www.fumcdp.org/
http://www.fumcdp.org/giving.html
https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2368500
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2368500


  
    
 

 

 

GRACIE’S GOOD NEWS - OCTOBER 2019! 
Whee!  Pinwheels on our lawn, again!  Fourteen years ago, 
Pinwheels for Peace was an art installation project begun 
by two Florida art teachers, Ann Ayers and Ellen 
McMillan, and their students.  Today, people plant millions 
of pinwheels for peace all over the world, on or about Sept. 
21.  Thank you, Sunday school teachers & friends Karen 
Boesche, Janine Forney, Mike Murphy and Joy Raczka, 
and students Tierra B., Serena & Sabrina C.   I LOVE the 
pinwheels!  For about a week, they were my very own 

obstacle course to run.  Like Hannah, almost! 
 
Who’s Hannah?  Hannah Scott (L)1 is a 15-year-old who loves to run, depicted in 
Overcomer, a movie that our youth – Tierra B., Serena & Sabrina C., Matt E., 
Yadira & Osmar L., Mia Y., and adults Karen Boesche, Renee Edmondson, 
Erica Lake, Minister Tina Shelton, Jan Weber and Cindy Yelich -- went to see, 
Sept. 7.  I read at Wikipedia.org that the movie’s title was “inspired by 1 John 5:5.”  
That passage reads: “Who is it that overcomes the world?  Only the one who 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God.” – which is apt, as Hannah and others in the 
movie do overcome obstacles as they come to see themselves as God sees them.  
Check out the movie trailer at https://www.overcomermovie.com/.  It’s enticing. 
 

How does God see us, do you think, as we go about our business?  Early in 

Sept., FUMC’s Holy Practices group – Min Tina Shelton, Walt Dibbern, Jackie 
Pofahl, Harolyn Thogersen, and Jan Weber -- met at the 
pavilion (near R) in Des Plaines’ Central Park.  I hear Walt 
brought yummy breakfast foods and spoke a while about 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, then they separated to 
take a meditative walk.  Another seeker crossed paths with 
Jackie and joined the group awhile, eager to testify to 
God’s presence in her life.  Cicada songs, alternately loud 
and soft around that pavilion, might’ve lulled all of them 
into a meditative state, had they lingered a little longer.  

That morning, they were all Seekers. 
 
Some seekers find contemplative spaces right in 
their own gardens, like Barb Duncan (L).  One 
Sept. Sunday I overheard people chatting about 
receiving plants from Barb, and messaged her.  
“With whom did you share?”  “Jackie Pofahl, 
Harolyn Thogersen with neighbor Bill Gorgo, 
Jan Weber and Mike Murphy, [who] came 
with shovels and containers,” Barb replied.  
“Everyone is invited.  Deciding to abandon a 
25' circular island garden was difficult,” she 

said, “but … giving plants away to others brought [me]… from reluctant sadness to enthusiastic joy!”  Barb 
expects she’ll have more plants to share, in spring, as “it’s never a problem to dig a piece of root of any 
plant.”  Meanwhile, gardens abound, around Barb & her husband Dave’s home. 
 
Sept. 19, Harper College named a prairie on its Palatine campus The Craig Stettner Prairie, in a ceremony 
honoring highly regarded HC biology professor Craig Stettner, who passed away Dec. 2018.  Craig “helped 
launch the prairie … and visited it often to conduct habitat restoration, clear trails and supervise annual 
controlled burns,” I read.  Many of us remember Craig well, as he worshipped at FUMC since childhood, 
and his mother, Judy Stettner, remains a member.  Following the dedication, some attendees cast milkweed 
seeds over the prairie.  Imagine the host of butterflies those milkweeds will attract!  For fuller coverage, see 
the Sept. 20, 2019 Daily Herald, Northwest Suburbs edition, sec. 1, p. 4, the Journal newspaper around that 
date, or, Google ‘Stettner prairie’ to find articles online. 
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https://www.overcomermovie.com/


More Good News From Gracie…. 

 

Stewards of God’s Creation – I think that’s how God likely sees Barb Duncan and her fellow 

gardeners, Craig Stettner, those who cast the milkweed seeds, and all who continue Craig’s work.   

Here’s more re: Faithful servants at FUMC:  

Karen & Julia Boesche (L)5 resumed teaching our kids to 
swim last month; Mike Murphy has been clearing trees 
growing in the lily bed alongside our rear parking lot; Kay 
Maloney (R)6 repainted the main floor women’s 
washroom; the Ladies Ensemble -- Barb Duncan, 
Marion Mott-Dodge, Jackie Pofahl, Nanette Fasco, 
Anne Cowin, Jill Jacob, and Ellie Seegers -- enhanced 
our worship services all Sept., along with Mercy Lynn 
Andalis, who led them; and I notice Minister Tina Shelton sometimes sings, during 

prayers and sermons.  Very neat!  Kudos to all Sept. soloists, too – Ellie, Sept. 1 & 15, Mercy harmonizing 
with Jill, Sept. 8, Nander, Sept. 22, and Camryn Charlyse C. (above far R), whose debut solo, “Amazing 
Grace,” left us in awe.  Camryn, 14 (!!), and her family, including proud grandmother Marva Dawkins, 
have been worshipping with us this summer.  

Nander Novaes, who leads our Music Ministry (far L, with Pastor Irene 
Taylor) & his wife Ana (near L) returned Sept. 22 from a winter visit with 
family and friends in Brazil.  Uh-huh; winter!  “It is winter there,” I heard 
Nander say, “but warmer than usual.”  Oh, my; TWO winters for them, in 
2019!  On a brighter note, they are no longer in a dorm, but in “an apartment, 
with a kitchen!” Ana told friends, delighted. 

Leo Rosete, Anne Cowin, Nanette Fasco, and Renee Edmondson served as liturgists in 
Sept.; Erica Lake & daughters Serena C. & Sabrina C. and their friend Tierra B., Annie 
Henderson, and Arnie Seegers ushered; and the same girls and Matt E.  partnered with 
Youth Group leader Mike Murphy and Joey Kozeluh to host fellowship hour.   

And cookie lovers rejoiced, as Maine West Marching Band’s annual fundraiser is 
underway, and Lethrese R. (left forefront, with snare drum à),7 a band member, was taking 
orders for yummy cookie doughs again.  Jeanne Fordham, Suzanne Knopf, Jill Jacob 
and several others placed orders right away.  Psst!  Will someone bake a batch, and bring 
cookies to church?  

Annie & Victor Henderson have a new home (R)4 (address available in the 
office) in Zion after 15 years of apt.-living; Pastor Irene officiated at the 
home’s blessing, Sept. 14.  Rich Ludwig earned a new cyber security 
certification; and “Ceci Diaz,” Pastor said one August Sunday, “is officially 
a member of the church, now.”  Ceci has worshipped and served here for 

years; yay!  

Loryn & Don Ankeny (below, far L)2 welcomed their 
first grandchild, Blaise Isaac, born Sept. 15 to their son Christopher & his wife Carrie; 
custodian Bruce McIntosh (below center)3 is back at work after surgery.  He was away 

barely two weeks!  The ‘Little Swifters’ -- Karen Boesche, Erica 
Lake & daughters Serena & Sabrina cleaned the church 
while Bruce recovered.  Elaine Boxie (near L) told us 
Sept. 1 her car engine caught fire (!!).  She and her 
passenger were unhurt, thank God, and the car has been 
replaced.  And a deer on Maryville’s grounds moved so 
close to Lin Kristian, she was able to touch it, she told us, 
Sept. 7.  Pet a wild deer?  I can’t imagine!!!   
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Looking ahead: Cheryl Burke, Dorkas Cruz (Nuevo Amanecer), Tess & Lethrese Rosete, Dick 
Storer, Anne Cowin, Jim Blue, Stan Catlett,  Janine Forney, Jan Geist, Arrielle H., Sharon Lambert, 
Eliel Cruz (Nuevo Amanecer), and  Snortee H. have October birthdays; and Kim & George Darling will 
be wed 37 years; Barb & Dave Duncan, 64 years, and James & Janine Forney, 46 years, in the month!!  
Also, October is Pastor Appreciation Month.  Thank you, Pastor Irene Taylor! 

Prayers:  We are thankful Char Stenstrom and Jim Stein are recovering well, 
following surgery, and we ask God’s comfort and healing for Marion Pugh (R)8 who is 
recovering from hip surgery (call FUMC office for contact info.).   

We offer consolation and deepest sympathy 
to John & Anne Hardy & their family as 
John’s sister Christine Reddington (far L) 
passed away in September; and also to 
Audrey Nankervis and her family, 
mourning the Sept. 22 death of Audrey’s 
husband John (both shown in this photo, near L).9   John is 
also survived by sons John Jr., Jim, and daughter Kathy 
O’Connell and their families.  Our Father, we pray you 

dwell with these mourning families, the Hardys and the Nankervises, and with all who mourn with them.  
Comfort them, and fill them with your constant love and gift of peace.  Amen. 

Faithfully,  

Gracie 
Photo credits:  1 Overcomer advert from https://www.facebook.com/OvercomerMovie/photos/
a.884611148408917/1069919826544714/?type=3&theater.  2 Don & Loryn Ankeny with baby Blaise: Don 
Ankeny.  3 Bruce: FUMC Messenger newsletter, May 2018; shared by Elizabeth Bowen.  4 Hendersons’ 
home: Zillow Sept. 15, 2019.  5 K. & J. Boesche: Karen Boesche; shared by Elizabeth Bowen.  6, 8, 9 Kay 
Maloney; Marion Pugh; Audrey & John Nankervis: FUMCDP Directory, Pre-2017.  7 Lethrese R., MWM 
Marching Band: Leo Rosete.  Remaining photos: Harolyn Thogersen 
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Send your news and  
photos to:  

Gracie  
gracie.fumc@yahoo.com 

 

You can also give notes for 
Gracie to  

Elizabeth Bowen  
in the church office. 

 
Thank you!   

https://www.facebook.com/OvercomerMovie/photos/a.884611148408917/1069919826544714/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/OvercomerMovie/photos/a.884611148408917/1069919826544714/?type=3&theater


All Saints and 
Veterans Names 

Due to Church 
Office 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 

1 
9a: Prayer Ministry 
 

9:30-1:30p: MDO 
 

7p: Choir Practice 
  

7p: Education 
Mtg.  

2 
10a: Ladies of 
the Church 
Fellowship 
 

10a-1p: Center 
for Concern 
Lunch 
10a: Bible Study 
 

6:30p: Bible 
Study 

3 
9:30-1:30p: MDO 
 

6:30p: AA Mtg. 
 

10a-1p: Center 
for Concern  

4 
 9:30-1:30p: 
MDO 
 

10a-1p: Center 
for Concern  

5 
9a - 3p: United 
Hispanic 
Worship 
Service 

6 
9a: Sun School 
 

10a: Worship  
 

11a: Nuevo 
Amanecer 
 

2p: Mongolian 
Fellowship 
 

7 
9:30-1:30p: 
MDO 
 

10a-1p: Center 
for Concern  
 

5:30p: Bessie’s 
Table 
 
 

No Worship Mtg. 
during October 

 
 

8 
9a: Prayer Ministry 
 

9:30a -1:30p: MDO  
 

3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 
 

6:30p: Trustees 
Mtg.  
 

7p: Choir 
 

9 
 

10a: Bible Study 
 

6:30p: Bible 
Study 

10 
9:30a -1:30p: 
MDO 
 

 
 

3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 
 

6:30p: AA Mtg. 

11 
9:30a -1:30p: 
MDO  
 

3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 

12 
7:30a-12p 
Piano Lessons  
 

10a: Spiritual 
Formation 
 

 
 
 
 

Conference 
Reports Due 

13 
9a: Sun School 
 

9a: Choir 

10a: Worship  
 

11a: Nuevo 
Amanecer 
 

2p: Mongolian 
Fellowship  
 

 
 

 

14 

9:30-1:30p: 
MDO 
 

5:30p: Bessie’s 
Table 
 

5:30p: 
Communication 
Mtg.  

15 
9:30-1:30p: MDO 
9a: Prayer 
Ministry 
3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 
6:30p: Missions 
Mtg. 
6:30p: Finance 
Mtg. 
7p: Choir 

16 
 

10a: Bible Study 
 

6:30p: Bible 
Study 

17 
9:30-1:30p: MDO 
 

3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 
 

6:30p: AA Mtg. 
 

 

18 
9:30-1:30p: 
MDO 
 

3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 

19 
7:30a-12p 
Piano Lessons  
 

 

20 
9a: Sun School 
9a: Choir 
10a: Laity Sunday 
11a: Nuevo 
Amanecer 
2p: Mongolian 
Fellowship 

 

21 
 

9:30-1:30p: 
MDO 
 

5:30p: Bessie’s 
Table 

 

22 
9a: Prayer 
Ministry 
 

9:30-1:30p: MDO 
 

3:30-8:15pm 
Piano Lessons 
 

7p: Choir Practice 

 

23 
 

10a: Bible Study 
 

6:30p: Bible 
Study 

24 
 

9:30-1:30p: MDO 
 

3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 
 

6:30p: AA Mtg. 

25 
 

9:30-1:30p: 
MDO 
 

3:30-8:15p 
Piano Lessons 

26 
7:30a-12p 
Piano Lessons  
 

10a: Spiritual 
Formation 
 

4-5pm:  

27   9a: Sunday 
School-Choir 
10a: 
Worship 

28 
9:30-1:30p: 
MDO 
 

5:30p: Bessie’s 
Table 

29 
9a: Prayer 
Ministry 
 

9:30-1:30p: MDO 
 

3:30-8:15pm 
Piano Lessons 
 

7p: Choir Practice 

30 
10a: Bible Study 
 

6:30p: Bible 
Study 

31 
9:30-1:30p: MDO 
 

3:30-8:15pm 
Piano Lessons 
 

 
 

 
Always check 
our website 

for the latest 
details in 

scheduling!
fumcdp.org 
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FUMC STAFF AND LEADERSHIP 

Pastor Rev Dr. Irene Taylor 

Director of Worship and Spiritual 

Formation; Lay Leader of the Church 
Minister Tina Shelton 

Director of Music Ministry Nander Novaes 

Office Administrator Elizabeth Bowen 

Custodian Bruce McIntosh 

Pianist   Mercy Lynn Andalis 

Treasurer Brenda Murphy 

Lay Member to Annual Conference  Brenda Murphy 

Chair of Church Council Donna Catlett 

Chair of SPRC Bill Knopf 

Chair of Finance Burke Oehrlein 

Chair of Trustees Brenda Murphy 

Chair of Christian Education Karen Boesche 

Chair of Youth Council Tina Shelton 

Chairs of Missions Linda Trinite & Laura Miller 

Chair of Worship Tina Shelton 

Chair of Communications & Outreach Walt Dibbern 

Chair of Nurturing/Hospitality Karen Fitzgerald 

First United Methodist Church 

668 Graceland Avenue, Des Plaines, IL 60016 

Phone: 847-827-5561  

Email: fumcdesplaines@gmail.com 

www.fumcdp.org 

  

Join us on Sundays! 

9a.m. Sunday School  
Children, Youth & Adult Classes 

10a.m. Blended Worship  
Nursery Care Available 

Join us on Wednesdays! 

10:00a.m. & 6:30p.m. Bible Study 
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