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What’s Happening in June? 

 Sept. 3 Labor Day 

 Sept. 10 Bessie’s 

Table Resumes 

 Sept. 10 MDO 

Resumes 

 Sept 15/16 

Pinwheels for Peace 

 Sept. 2 Communion 

Sunday  

 Every Sunday: 10am 

Worship 

 Every Tue, 9am: 

Prayer Ministry - 

Prayer Room 

 Sept. 30 - Church 

Council  

 Sunday Bible Study - 

meets at 9am in 

Fellowship Hall.  

 Spiritual Formation 

Sept. 8 & 22 

 Fall Classes resume 

on Oct 3. 

WORSHIP STUDY LIVE 

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with 

thanksgiving;”     Colossians 4:2 (RSV) 

September marks the season of change outside the walls of the church. The 

leaves begin to change, the weather turns cooler, students are back in school 

and our lives begin a time of more structure. This also is true as we begin the 

“busy” season in the life of the church. We look forward to celebrating the 

past year of our church at our annual church conference, while planning for 

the next season (year) of our church. I hope you will join me in prayer for our 

church and our church family, that we will be authentic and faithful to the 

word of God during these seasons of change.  

Ways that you can specifically be in prayer: 

 Stewardship Campaign of “Giving God Our Best” - That we prayerfully 

consider the best ways to give to the church in the areas of missions, time 

and money.  

 Charge Conference 2018 - Pray that we use this as a time to celebrate the 

life of our church, and share in the vision for the upcoming year.  

 Leadership Structure of the Church - As the life of the church changes 

and evolves, please be prayerful that we address these changes with the 

best and most efficient leadership structure for the needs of our church. 

 Church-Wide Fall Education Classes - Pray that we would be open to 

new and creative ways to learn about our faith.  

 Advent Season - Be prayerful that during this busy season of life, that we 

as a church family will rediscover the true wonder of Christmas, and that 

we would also make a commitment to share the love of Christ with those 

around us.                             Blessings & Peace, Pastor Irene 



 
Fall Bible Study 

 
Classes will run  

October 3 - November 14, 2018 

 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

10:00am-11:15am 

Facilitator: Pastor Irene 
 

Wednesday Evening Study 
6:30pm-7:45pm 

Facilitator: Larry Maloney 

 
Topic:  

3:16 - The Numbers of Hope, Part 1 

New Member Class 
“Five Means of Grace to Experience God’s 

Love the Wesleyan Way” 

Sept. 26: Lesson 1 - Prayer 

Oct. 3: Lesson 2 - Searching the Scripture 

Oct. 10: Lesson 3 - The Lord’s Supper 

Oct. 17: Lesson 4 - Fasting 

Oct. 24: Lesson 5 - Christian Conferencing 

 

These classes will be facilitated by 
different church members. All are 

welcome to attend...even if you are not a 
“new” member!   

Sunday School  
9:00 am. Sunday Mornings 

 
Adult Classes meet in the Library Annex 

on the 1st Floor. 

 
Pre-K & Elementary meet in the 

Education Room on the 2nd Floor. 

 
Youth (Middle/High School) meet in the 

Youth Room. 
All are welcome!  

90 days till Advent! The Wonder of Christmas 

The Christmas season is always filled with wonder, right? Hopefully, it’s 
not just the ‘wonder’ of how you’re possibly going to accomplish all the 

items on your Christmas season’s to-do list! 

This Advent season, First Church leadership currently planning and 

preparing a church wide Advent study based on, The Wonder of 
Christmas by Ed Robb and Rob Renfroe.  

This will be a four-week, all-church study centering on the Christmas 

story and the stories of real people today to find inspiration and ideas for 
reflecting the light of Jesus at Christmas time and throughout the entire 

year. 

Let’s plan to study together this Advent season and rediscover the true 

wonder of Christmas and also make a commitment during this season to 
share the ‘wonder’-ful love of Christ with others! 

Program details to come! If interested in ordering book, please email the 

church office at fumcdesplaines@gmail.com  

Also, check out the video clip:http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dpOgbv9oezE#action=share 
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Gifts given to God through FUMC 

    

Six Months Ended July 31, 2018 

 Budget Actual Variance 

Offerings  $167,140 $137,952  $(29,188) 

Expenses $150,095 $140,509 9,586 

Apportionment  $17,045   $17,045   -  

     Net    $(19,602) 

    

Month Ended July 31, 2018 

 Budget Actual Variance 

Offerings    $23,877  $17,305 $(6,572) 

Expenses    21,442  19,255               2,187 

Apportionment    2,435    2,435    -  

     Net    $(4,385) 

As of Sun, Dec. 31, we  

have 38 pledges for  

2018 totaling $178,176 

The Roof and Building  

Repair  Pledge, to date,  

is $131,490.  

Our balance is $131,490 

Our Endowment Fund now 

has a balance of 

$183,795Additional donations 

are always welcome. 

Donations are still needed 

for the Irene Taylor 

Scholarship fund at 

Garrett Evangelical.  

Current Balance: $20,012 

Finance Chair: Burke Oehrlein 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, Sept. 18,  6:30pm 

REMINDER:  

 

All committees need to 

submit their 

2019 Budgets 
 

to the church office by:  

Sept. 12, 2018.  
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Prayer Ministry meets every Tuesday at 9am 
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Communications Committee Chair: Walt Dibbern                 

Next Meeting: Monday, September 10 @ 5:30pm 

 

This new regular feature is brought 
to you by The Communications 

Committee  
 

Commission on a Way Forward: Two Models Being Considered 
 
To address the issues of same-sex marriage, the ordination of LGBTQ clergy, and related topics, United Methodist 
bishops have formed the Commission on a Way Forward. Their final report will be presented to a special session of 
General Conference, Feb. 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis, Mo. 
 
On July 31, 2018, feedback from the Commission on a Way Forward was released in the four official languages of the 
UMC: English, French, Portuguese and Swahili.  
 
The Commission is considering two models: 
 
THE ONE CHURCH MODEL 
Churches may maximize the presence of United Methodist witness in as many places in the world as possible. Gives 
churches the flexibility to uniquely reach their missional context in relation to human sexuality without changing the 
connectional nature of the United Methodist Church 
 
MULTI-BRANCH: ONE CHURCH MODEL 
Grounded in a unified core that includes shared doctrine and services and one Council of Bishops, while also creating 
different branches that have clearly defined values such as accountability, contextualization and justice. The five U.S. 
jurisdictions would be replaced by three connectional conferences, each covering the whole country, based on 
theology and perspective on LGBTQ ministry. Annual conferences would decide which connectional conference to 
affiliate with; only local churches who choose a branch other than the one chosen by their annual conference would 
vote to join another conference.  
 
The first of these two models is more aligned with a contextual church with the removed language about human 
sexuality. The second model differentiates between these values as different branches of one church. 
 
For more information, please visit http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward 

First United Methodist Church 

668 Graceland Avenue  

Des Plaines, IL 60016 
 

Phone: (847) 827-5561           

Web: www.fumcdp.org              

Email: fumcdesplaines@gmail.com 

Join us on Sundays! 
 

9a.m. — Sunday School  
Children, Youth & Adult Classes 

 

10a.m. — Blended Worship  
Nursery Care Available 

Be sure to 

follow us on 

Facebook! 



 

 

Remember, we now have  e-giving 

online! You can now give when you are 

on vacation, setup auto payments, or 

even give to special offerings. 

Visit  www.fumcdp.org  and click on 

‘Ways to Give’ or see Walt Dibbern for 

assistance.  

Gift Cards for birthdays and special occasions!  Do your shopping right here at church and 

raise funds for our general operating fund!  There are over 700 gift cards to choose from!   

Gift Card orders are placed the 2nd Sunday 

of the Month and delivered on the 3rd Sunday  

of the month (Holiday and Summer Vacations may put a variance on order times.) 

Questions? Contact Laura Miller 

You can find order forms on the bulletin board in the main hallway or setup an account at   

https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/     Enrollment code: 1BC3F2A45593L       

Send your order to the que and drop your check in mailbox #55. It’s that easy! 

  

Communications continued… 

An easy way to give 

to FUMCDP  

at no cost to you! 

  
 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support FUMCDP every time you 
shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you'll find the exact same low 
prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added 

bonus that Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to our Church.   
  

Just click here to connect:  
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2368500 

  
Support FUMCDP every time you shop. Questions about Smile.Amazon?                

Ask any member of the communications Committee.  

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 
20, 2018 

 

Please mark your calendars and make 
plans to attend as we celebrate the      
life of our church, and share in the         

vision for the upcoming year.  
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September Communion Offering        
Communion Sunday: September 2 

The Communion offering in September will be 
collected for Living Well with Aids (project 
#3021529 under the red band in the Rainbow 
Covenant Book).   Begun in 2012 by members of 
the Northern Illinois Conference, this program 
supports AIDS education and support. Eastern and 
Southern Africa is home to half of the world's 
population living with HIV, including 48% percent 
of the world's new infections among adults, 55% 
among children and 48% of AIDS- related deaths. 

The project has demonstrated that with proper tools and methods, communities 
in one-year campaigns can reduce HIV infections, increase testing to 82% of the 
community, and care for family of those lost to the virus.  

A HUGE thank you to all     
our Volunteers! It was a fun 

night celebrating you!  

“This Little Light of Mine,                   
I'm going to let it shine! 
This Little Light of Mine,                   
I'm going to let it shine! 
This Little Light of Mine,                   
I'm going to let it shine!  
Let it shine, Let it shine,               

Let it shine!” 

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give glory 
to your Father who is in heaven.             -Matthew 5:16 
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Mission Co-Chairs: Laura Miller & Linda Trinite 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, Sept. 18 @6:30pm 

Community Backpack Ministry 
Our Missions Commission is partnering with other 

local churches to provide backpacks filled with food 

on the weekends for elementary school children in 

our area who might otherwise go hungry.  

 

Here is a list of the food that will got into each backpack every week:  

 1 - Canned pasta & meat (example Spaghetti O’s) 

1 - Canned soup – kid flavors 

1 - Boxed macaroni & cheese 

1 - Can of beef stew or chicken stew 

1 - Small can of sausages, tuna, or chicken 

2 - Oatmeal packets 

2 - Individual cereal boxes 

2 - Individual fruit cups 

2 - Small cans of fruit or vegetables 

6 - Juice Boxes 

Shelf-stable milk 

6 - Snack bars, fruit snacks, peanut butter crackers, individual pretzels, chips 

3 - Cookies, pudding cups, Rice Krispy treats, etc 

Peanut butter [1 jar per month] 

Jelly [1 jar per month] 

1 - Bag of rice 

1 - Bag of red beans 

Gallon Zip-lock bags 

Please bring in any of the items listed below and put them in the red bucket in the 

parlor.  Once our pantry is stocked we will update you on the items we still need.   

If you prefer, you can make a monetary donation to this ministry. Please note        

‘Community Backpack Ministry’ in the memo line of your check or  if giving on-line,        

choose ‘Community Backpack Program’ under ‘Other designated giving’ and enter the       

amount you wish to donate. All the funds will be directed to our Missions Commission        

who will purchase items on the list to supplement where needed.  



 

Join us as we make  

Pinwheels for Peace  

Saturday, Sept 15, 2018,  

2:30 pm 

Fellowship Hall 

 
 
 
These "planted pinwheels” will serve as a visual reminder, all week long, 
that we all may be instruments of joy and peace in our communities and 
homes, despite the disorder and violence we may witness or hear about. 
 
It is our hope at FUMC, to make a visual statement about our  desire 
for peace—freedom of conflict—the way Jesus would want  
all of us to lead our lives.  
 
Pinwheels for Peace, the movement, was started as an art installation 
project September 21, 2005 by Ann Ayers and Ellen McMillan, art teachers at 
Monarch High School in Coconut Creek, Florida, as a way for their students 
to express their feelings about what is going on in the world and in their 
lives. The project was quickly embraced by the students and the entire 
school community and by millions of art teachers, teachers, parents, 
children and adults who desire peace in our world. Since then, it has grown 
from 500,000 pinwheels planted the first year, to four million pinwheels in 
2014 and it continues to grow. 
 

Pinwheel DIY templates are included in the Newsletter and are  
also available at fumcdp.org. Note a longer stick than a pencil   

may be used. Be creative when decorating and assembling 
the pinwheels and bring them Sept 16 to the front lawn           

during the 9amSunday School hour. 

Christian Education Commission Chair: Karen Boesche 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, September 4 @ 7:00pm  

Pinwheels for Peace  
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SAVE THE DATE!! Bizarre Bazaar 

Saturday, November 17, 2018 

All proceeds benefit the FUMC Youth Group 
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Education Highlights… 

 

Blessing Our Children! 

On August 19, we asked the Lord for blessings on our students and their backpacks.  

May the Lord bless these backpacks that will hold the school work of each student and will be 

carried from home to school and back again. May the Lord bless all students as they carry these 

backpacks.  May these students be reminded of the God’s love and care and of the loving 

congregation that surrounds them each school day. Amen! Amen! Amen! 

 

 

 

Youth Camp 2018 

Methodism understands God as a 

Trinity—three persons in one: 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.    At 

NIC Outdoor & Retreat Ministries, 

each year, the summer camp 

program explores one of the three 

persons of the Trinity.  This year’s 

focus was on God the Holy Spirit 
who renews and strengthens!   

Thanks to all who supported and 

prayed for our students!  

  Pre-Camp Blessing from FUMC! 

Scenes around camp!  
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SEPTEMBER LITURGISTS 
Sept. 2: Anne Cowin 

Sept. 9: Nanette Fasco 
Sept. 16: Renee Edmondson 

Sept. 23: Rich Ludwig  
Sept. 30: The Youth 

 
SEPTEMBER USHERS 

Audrey Nankervis 
Dave Duncan 

  
Please contact Audrey if you 

would be willing to serve as an 
Usher on any given Sunday. 

847-827-6400 

JOIN US FOR 
 

Quiet Prayer Time with Pastor Irene 

Tuesday Mornings at 9am   

 

Spiritual Formation - Holy Healing 

Practices with Minister Tina meets in the 

Parlor on the 2nd & 4th Saturdays            

of the month at 10am  

Worship Committee Chair: Tina Shelton  
Next Meeting:  Monday, Sept. 10 @ 7:00 pm 

We want to be in prayer with you, to 

share both your joys and struggles.          

If you have a prayer to share, please 

complete one of our prayer cards        

and leave it in the prayer box located 

outside the sanctuary.  

SPIRITUAL FORMATION - Holy Healing Practices is a place where you can come and learn 

techniques and practices that will allow you to better commune with God in your own time. Together 

we pray, we share and learn to listen for God's voice through art, the scriptures and so much more. 

Small time commitment, many blessings. Please join us.  

September Altar Flowers: 

Sept. 9: In loving memory of the Jo 

Dibbern’s Sept. 12 birthday by Walt 

Dibbern 
 

Sept. 30: In honor of Rich & Gloria 

Ludwig’s 22nd Wedding Anniversary 

 

September Sunday Morning Fellowship Hosts:                
The Youth 

 

Our Prayer Room  

is located on the  

2nd Floor 

If you would like to sponsor altar flowers for the 
sanctuary, in memory or honor of a loved one, 

please sign up on the poster in the Parlor or 
contact the church office.  
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 SEPTEMBER 2018 - from the desk of Gracie 

 

Look at our doors!!!  Thank 

you, Walt & Nick Dibbern, 

for painting the front doors red, and trustee 

Chuck Fabian, for  varnishing the family 

entry doors.  The latter required 3 sandings & 

varnishings, I hear, and the former, 3 coats of 

paint after sanding & priming.  Chad Fabian 

helped his dad sometimes; Nick is Walt’s 

grandson.  So much work, and it was so hot 

and humid most of the days the men were out 

there.  Why red?  It’s a long tradition in 

Christian churches, going back to the Middle 

Ages. Red symbolizes Christ’s blood, shed 

for all, and the concept of the church as a 

sanctuary for all.  Jo Dibbern (on behalf of  

the Communications Committee) proposed and received approval to repaint the doors over a year ago, prior 

to her death, and her husband Walt and Nick completed the painting Aug. 25, a labor of love for the church, 

and for Jo, a portion of whose memorial funds will be used for this project. 

Our doors have seen a lot of comings and 

goings, the past few weeks.  Aug. 4, an 

exceedingly hot Saturday, quite a few folks 

came out to our impromptu Yard Sale to 

finish selling all the treasures Missions 

Committee collected for  FUMC’s ear lier  

Rummage Sale. $900 was made for our 

roof fund,” Laura Miller said.    Hallelujah!  

A few days prior on July 29, we welcomed 

Nander Novaes, Director of Music 

Ministry, and his wife Ana, back from a visit with family and fr iends in their  

homeland, Brazil. A big crowd formed in the parlor after worship; everyone 

wanted to say hello and we missed you.    

Monday, Aug. 20, another crowd -- of Bessie’s 

Table and FUMC volunteers who’ve served our 

church and community -- filled Fellowship Hall for 

Missions Committee’s Volunteers’ Appreciation 

Dinner.  All were invited to take a candle home, 

symbolizing their being God’s lights in the world.  

Wonderful people, delicious meal!  Thank you, 

Anne Hardy, Laura 

Miller, Audrey 

Nankervis, and Linda 

Trinite, for  hosting, 

and Jill Jacob, for 

leading the group in 

song. 



    
 

GRACIE’S GOOD NEWS!...continued 

Page 16 

Aug. 12, worship, Pastor Irene blessed college-bound members of the    congregation, 

including Julia Boesche, Libby Edmondson, Levin Rosete, and 

Mark Daniel & Noni Shelton.  Noni and parents and fr iends representing 

students already on campus were immediately surrounded by well-wishers joining 

Pastor in the blessing. The next Sunday, Pastor Irene led the congregation in our 

annual Blessing of the Backpacks, individually blessing students beginning a new 

school year, Serena & Sabrina C., Matt E., Arrielle H., Rob, Toby & Jed J., Yadira 

& Osmar L., Lethrese R., Mia Y., Yesenia Leyva (Harper  College) & her friend 

Atem (St. Louis U.)  Together , we prayed, “Loving God, … we know that 

whether school is great or hard, you are with us.  We thank you for always being 

with us.  Help us to remember to show our thanks for your gift of learning by doing 

our best every day.  Amen.”  Each student received a distinctive green backpack tag 

shown here; thank you, Karen Boesche, for designing and producing them!  We also 

ask God’s blessings on adults going to school, including Nander Novaes, who will 

pursue a doctorate at Northwestern University’s Bienen School of Music, and his 

wife Ana, who hopes to study for a Master of Arts in Public Ministry at Garrett-Evangelical Theological 

Seminary.  Prayers that all the necessary paperwork will be expedited. 

Many of us are students.  Sometimes kids teach one another; sometimes adults teach kids.  I observed a 

confirmation class, Aug. 12, and heard several children deliver  shor t repor ts about Methodists who 

made significant contributions to their communities, in America.  Pictured is Mia Y., telling classmates about 

Ann Maria Reeves Jarvis, an activist/organizer  who star ted Mothers Day Work Clubs to help persons 

in need of health care, work, and better living conditions, in the Civil War 

period.  Mother’s Day is a holiday Ann Maria’s daughter promoted, in her 

mother’s memory.  Kaithlyn A. (parents Pastor Lino & Xiomara) a 

member of last year’s confirmation class, was present.  Kaithlyn has 

volunteered to assist Jan Weber, who leads the class!  Wow!  Talk about 

being God’s light in the world!   Linda Trinite also addressed the students 

that day, telling them what brought her to FUMC (her mom, when Linda 

was 9), and why she remains a member (decades of growing 

connectedness).  

 

Sometimes adults teach one another.  There’s so much of that kind of sharing going on at FUMC.  E.g., 

Sunday, Aug. 26, I overheard Annie Henderson and Erica Lake in a spirited discussion about some things they 

learned at a workshop they’d attended the day before.  That workshop, Colors of Love: 

Raising Children in a Racially Unjust World (sponsored by the Nor thern Illinois 

Conference of the UMC, United Voices for Children, and others), featured Dr. Jennifer 

Harvey, professor  of religion, Drake University, and a panel of Nor thern Illinois 

youth.  How can we raise our children to be seek common ground with others who are 

different? -- that’s the question Dr. Harvey raised.  Both Minister Tina Shelton and 

Pastor Irene Taylor, who also attended, mentioned this thought-provoking 

workshop and shared some perspectives, during Aug. 26 worship.  Want to know more?  

Ask them, Annie, Erica, or Karen Boesche, Brenda Murphy, and Nander & Ana 

Novaes, who also went to the workshop.  You may also read Dr. Harvey’s book, 

Raising White Kids: Bringing Up Children in a Racially Unjust America.  Pastor 

Irene donated her  copy to the church library, and our  librar ian, Jean Jaderborg, 

has already cataloged and made it available for borrowing! 



Aug. 25 afternoon, Pastor Irene preached at the Methodist 

Campground in Des Plaines (photo here of the road through the 

campground, from https://methodistcampground.blogspot.com/)  I 

was watching the Dibberns prime the front doors and missed the 

carpool, but I found out Pastor Irene's sermon was titled "Lord, to 

Whom Can We Go?" from John 6:66-69, and who went -- Karen 

Boesche, Barb & Lynn Duncan, Janine Forney, Jill Jacob, Arnie 

& Maureen Ladd, Jackie Pofahl, Char Stenstrom, and Bev 

Zuccarini.  I heard Lynn Duncan say someone took the group’s 

photo; how nice!  Does anyone have a copy of that picture?  If you’d 

like to share it (or any other photo about the church family), you can 

send it to Elizabeth Bowen, FUMC office administrator, at 

fumcdesplaines@gmail.com.  Maybe it’ll appear in the Messenger, or on FUMC’s Facebook page!   

Nine FUMC kids -- Serena & Sabrina C., Matt E., Snortee & Headi H., Nathaly H., Yadira & Osmar L., and 

Mia Y. spent Aug. 5-10 at Camp Wesley 

Woods in Williams Bay, WI.  “What did you 

like about camp?” I heard their teachers ask.  

Everybody talked at once: “Walking in the 

woods!”  The campfire!”  Mia said, “being in 

the cabin when it rained and lightning streaked 

across the sky,” and Yadira chimed in, “Oh, 

my God, the lightning!!” “Canoeing and 

swimming,” Serena said, and “playing games 

with the counselors.”  Sabrina also replied to 

me by email: “camp was fun. I was glad to 

learn new things and make new friends.”  Mia 

emailed, too: “It was my 5th year so I [saw] old 

friends and made new friends.  I loved the time I shared with God and Jesus Christ while singing.”  What did 

Yadira like best?  “Sleeping!”  Adults, look at this picture of Camp Wesley Woods’ shoreline!  Want to 

go to camp too?  You can!  A Spiritual Congress for men featuring David Holcombe and Drew Oakley with 

Bishop Sally Dyck will be held Sept. 14-16 at Conference Point Center, right in the same area.  See FUMC’s 

Aug. 24 Friday E-News in your mailbox or www.nicumm.org to read about the event.   

We’ve had joys and concerns these past few weeks.  

August marked Minister Tina Shelton’s second 

anniversary here with us at FUMC; thank you, God, for 

Min Tina!  We were glad to see Tracey Goytia and 

George, Tammy & Allison Tommasi in worship; 

they’ve been missed.  We welcomed visitors, including 

Bill Knopf’s brother  Jim with wife Cindy, and Gerry 

Little and Melissa Nelson dur ing the month.  John & 

Audrey Nankervis have a great grandson, Erik 

Michael, born to their  late son Jeff’s middle son Lee & his wife Kristin, of 

Lubbock, TX.  “We think he is adorable,” Audrey said.  Arnie & Maureen Ladd 

also have a new great granddaughter, Emily Ann Spelman (pictured here), born 3 

months early.  Emily is still hospitalized, but improving daily.  

GRACIE’S GOOD NEWS!...continued 
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Our custodian Bruce McIntosh returned to work July 30 after knee surgery; 

he’s now preparing to have his other knee done on  Sept. 5; keep him in your 

prayers! Joy & Bob Raczka celebrated their 30+ year wedding anniversary (!), 

and, Kaitlyn (nee Harris) & Jakub Puchalski, are newlyweds, as of Aug. 18.  

Felicitations!  Looking forward, Donna Chaney, Melissa Clutters (mom, 

Judy), Jenny Fitzgerald (parents Karen, late Shawn), Rose Howell, Lois 

Jaderborg, Chris Kincheloe (parents Nancy, Chad), John Korn, Gladys 

Leyva (Nuevo Amanecer), Mary Louise Shakespeare, and Jan Weber will 

celebrate September birthdays; happy birthday! 

Friends and family ask prayers for Karen Boesche, who has injured her hand; 

for Nancy Canova and Marion Pugh, recovering from surgeries; Donna Chaney, recovering from a 

fall; Kim Darling, seeking an antibiotic she isn’t allergic to, so she can undergo surgery; Karen 

Fitzgerald, prepar ing for  surgery, John (Anne) Hardy’s sister Christine Reddington suffering 

persistent pain; Sandy King, hospitalized this month; Sue Lambert, at the Moorings after being 

hospitalized;  Marian Seaholm, favoring a shoulder.  And we offer our deepest sympathy to Walt 

Dibbern, who lost both his sister  Barbara Gilchrest and his dear  fr iend, John McCauley, in 

August and to Renee Edmondson and family on the death of her father, Bob Smith.  

Thanks to all who shared their stories, observations and pictures, in August.  Picture credits, this 

issue: Karen Boesche, Walt Dibbern, Don Kreski, Laura Miller, Kaitlyn & Jakub Puchalski, 

Harolyn & Karin Thogersen.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are 3 more pix; L-R: Chuck Fabian sanding family entrance doors; Nick Dibbern and Walt  

Dibbern, working on front doors of the church.  

 

Email news to gracie.fumc@yahoo.com or give notes for Gracie to Elizabeth Bowen, our 

administrative assistant.   

Faithfully,  

Gracie 
 

P.S.!!  Sept. 2-8 is Substitute Teacher Appreciation Week; remember to say kudos to Larry 

Maloney.  

EVEN MORE GOOD NEWS! 
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Register Today!   
 

 

MDO offers a semi-structured time for children, age 1yr.

–Kindergarten, learn social skills, while have fun making 

new friends (while parents/guardians get a little free time).  

 

Spread the word registration open!  Monday. Tuesday, 

Thursday, and/or Friday from 9:30 am – 1:30 pm.  

Any questions, contact: Anne Hardy (Program Director) 

 (847) 297-4082  or hardya1@msn.com 
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September 3:    Labor Day - Office Closed 

September 5:   Ladies of the Church 

September 9:  Grandparent’s Day 

September 10:   Mother’s Day Out Resumes 

September 10:   Bessie’s Table Resumes 

September 15/16:   Pinwheels for Peace 

September 30:   Church Council  

Pastor Irene will be on 
vacation from Sept. 7 - 27. 
Please contact the church 

office directly at 
847-827-5561 or 

fumcdesplaines@gmail.com  
should you have a      

pastoral emergency.  

 

Ladies of the Church 

meet the first Wednesday of the month during 

September - May.  

 

Our first meeting will be  

September 5, 2018, 10:00 am 
 

All Women in the church are invited to  

join us for this time of fellowship.  

 

September 9th 

is Grandparent’s 

Day.  

 

Happy Grandparent’s Day 

to all our wonderful FUMC 

Grandparents and Great 

Grandparents!  

Church Council will be held 

immediately after worship 

Sunday, September 30.  

Please make plans to attend! 
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LIBRARY CORNER 
By: Jean Jaderborg  

 

A new Library Book Fund has been established for the First United Methodist Church 
Library.  Donations may be sent to the church office.  If the donor would like to suggest a 
specific title, subject, or designate the gift for either an adult book, or a children's book, 
please indicate that with the donation. Once Pastor has approved the titles, the  church 
secretary will make the purchases.   
 
New to our FUMC library this month, are titles recommended from the United Methodist 
Publishing House:   10 Books to feed your faith:  Great reads for United Methodists.  
Additional titles will be included in upcoming newsletters. 
 

40 Days with Wesley:  A Daily Devotional Journey, by Rueben P. Job.  Abingdon 
Press, 2017.  Call number   242 JOB 
 
“This 40-day devotional experience weaves inspirational readings on faith and prayer with 
quotes and excerpts from John Wesley.  Each selection offers a simple, daily pattern of 
reflection with a prayer, scripture, a short reading, quotes from John Wesley, and a 
blessing to take with you through the day.” 
 
Shalom for the Heart:  Torah-Inspired Devotions for a Sacred Life, by Rabbi Evan 
Moffic.  Abingdon Press, 2017.   Call number 242 MOF 
 
“Rabbi Evan Moffic reveals the wisdom of the Torah for today’s Christians.  Beautifully 
written weekly devotions encourage readers through the year.  Christian readers are 
invited to engage in a study pattern of the Jewish founders of the faith, to grow deeper in 
relationship with Jesus, and find meaning, comfort, and direction for our lives.” 
 
Stepping on Cheerios:  Finding God in the Chaos and Clutter of Life, by Betsy 
Singleton Snyder.  Abingdon Press, 2017.   Call number 248 SNY 
 
“Independent and self-sufficient, author Betsy Singleton Snyder lived a full and busy life 
as a pastor, missionary and wife to a husband who served in the House of US 
Representatives.  She had her first child at age 44, and then at 47, she found out she was 
carrying triplets.  A collection of funny, warm and charming tales from the frontlines of 
parenthood written for women who are juggling to accomplish everyday feats of work, 
motherhood, marriage, church and more.” 
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Check out the latest news from the 
United Methodist Women of the Elgin District: 
https://www.umcnic.org/congregational-life/

united-methodist-women 
 

Elgin District UMW Annual Celebration 
Celebrating Faith, Missions, Fellowship; 

Reflecting, Remembering, Committing to the 
Year Ahead 

 
Saturday, September 22, 2018 

8:30am – 1:00pm 
Memorial United Methodist Church 

2935 Sheridan Rd,      
Zion, IL 60099 

Registration details included in the link above.  

United Methodist Men are invited the          
Spiritual Congress 

September 14-16, 2018 
Conference Point Center in Williams Bay, 

Wisconsin.  
Additional registration and more information is 

at www.nicumm.org. 

News to Know 
From Our District:  

For more information and 
interesting reads about The 
United Methodist Church 
Elgin District, go to: 

https://www.umcnic.org/ 

FUMC - DES PLAINES  

CHURCH CONFERENCE 2018 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20 
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FUMC STAFF AND LEADERSHIP 

Pastor Rev Dr. Irene Taylor 

Minister of Youth & Worship and Lay 

Leader of the Church 
Minister Tina Shelton 

Director of Music Ministry Nander Novaes 

Administrative Assistant Elizabeth Bowen 

Custodian Bruce McIntosh 

Pianist   Mercy Lynn Andalis 

Treasurer Brenda Murphy 

Lay Member to Annual Conference  Brenda Murphy 

Chair of Church Council Donna Catlett 

Chair of SPRC Bill Knopf 

Chair of Finance Burke Oehrlein 

Chair of Trustees Brenda Murphy 

Chair of Christian Education Karen Boesche 

Chair of Youth Council Tina Shelton 

Chairs of Missions Linda Trinite & Laura Miller 

Chair of Worship Tina Shelton 

Chair of Communications & Outreach Walt Dibbern 

Chair of Nurturing/Hospitality Karen Fitzgerald 

 

FIRST 

UNITED  

Methodist 

Church 

Des Plaines, IL  

ALL ARE 

WELCOME!  

open hearts 

open minds 

open doors 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesda Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

8a-12p 

Piano Lessons  

3p: Youth Choir 

Rehearsal   

4:30p: Family 

Community Meal 

 

2  Communion 
 

9a: Sun School 

10a: Worship 

11:30a: Neuevo 

Amanecer 

2p: Mongolian 

Fellowship 
 

 

 

3 
 
 

Labor Day - 

Church Office 

Closed 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

4 
 
 

9a: Prayer 
 

3:30-8:15p 

Piano Lessons 
 

7p: Education 

Committee 
 

7p: Choir Reh. 
 

5 
 

 

10a: Ladies of 

the Church 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

6 
 

 

3:30-8:15p 

Piano Lessons 
 

 

 

 

 

7 
 

 

3:30-8:15p 

Piano Lessons 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 

8a-12p Piano  

10a: Spiritual 

Formation 

3p: Youth Choir 

Rehearsal 

4:30p: Family 

Community Meal 

9 

9a: Sun School 

10a: Worship 

11:30a: Neuevo 

Amanecer 

2p: Mongolian 

Fellowship 
 

 

 

 

10 
 
 

5p: Praise 

Dance 
 

5:30p: Bessie’s 

Table 
 

5:30p: Comm.  

Mtg. 
 

7p: Worship 

 
 

11 
 
 

9a: Prayer 
 

3:30-8:15p 

Piano Lessons 
 

6:30p: Trustee 

Meeting 
 

7p: Choir Reh. 

 

12 
 

 

 

13 
 

9:30a-

1:30p: MDO  
 

3:30-8:15p 

Piano Lessons 
 

 

14 
 

9:30a-1:30p: 

MDO  
 

3:30-8:15p 

Piano Lessons 

15 
 

8a-12p 

Piano Lessons 

2:30p: 

Pinwheels for 

Peace 

3p:Youth Choir 

Rehearsal 

4:30p: Family 

Community Meal 

16     
 

9a: Sun School 

Pinwheels placed 

during SS hour 
 

10a: Worship  

11:30a: Neuevo 

Amanecer 

2p: Mongolian 

Fellowship 

 

17 
 

9:30a-1:30p: 

MDO  
 

5p: Praise 

Dance 
 

5:30p: Bessie’s 

Table 

18 
 

9:30a-1:30p: 

MDO  
 

9a: Prayer 
 

3:30-8:15pm 

Piano Lessons 
 

6:30p: Missions  
 

6:30p: Finance  
 

7p: Choir Reh. 

19 
 

 

 

20 
 

9:30a-

1:30p: MDO  
 

3:30-8:15p 

Piano Lessons 

21 
 

9:30a-1:30p: 

MDO  
 

3:30-8:15p 

Piano Lessons 

22 

8a-12p 

Piano Lessons  

10a: Spiritual 

Formation 

3p:Youth Choir 

Rehearsal  

4:30p: Family 

Community Meal 

FIRST DAY 

OF FALL!  

23  
9a: SS 

10a: 

Worship 

24 

9:30a-1:30p: 

MDO  
 

5p: Praise 

Dance 
 

5:30p: Bessie’s 

Table 

25 

9:30a-1:30p: 

MDO  
 

3:30-8:15p 

Piano Lessons 
 

7p: Choir Reh. 

 

26 
 

 

27 

9:30a-

1:30p: MDO  

28 

9:30a-1:30p: 

MDO  

29  
8a-12p 

Piano Lessons  

3p: Youth Choir 

Rehearsal   

4:30p: Family 

Community Meal 

30 

 

 

CHURCH  

 COUNCIL 
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Always check 

our website for 

the latest 

details in 

scheduling! 


