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Rejoice! God is with us!
From the desk of Pastor Irene

“Rejoice in the Lord always: and again, I say, rejoice.”
(Philippians 4:4)

Can you believe that Summer is just about over? Perhaps, the old saying, “time
flies” is correct. With Fall fast approaching, we hear the call of God summoning
us back to the work of the Church and the routine things of life. We must begin
preparing for winter and the new year.
Given the decision made at the 2019 General Conference in St. Louis, this may
be extremely difficult. As a people of faith, we must stay focused and be about
the work of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
We must not allow ambiguity to cause us to abandon the mission of the Church.
We must remain faithful servants of God, even when we find ourselves in a
place of uncertainty.
The Church cannot let up on her mission. Surely, we can all attest to the reality
that we need the power of Christ to be released in our world that we might be
One. Therefore, I call on all of us to re-dedicate ourselves to the service of God
in the life and ministry of this Church, this denomination, and this community. If
change is going to come, we must be at the table to ensure that all of God’s
people are represented. Now is not the time to take flight.

What’s Happening in July?
LIVE
• Sept. 2– Labor Day
• Sept. 4– Ladies of the
Church @10am
• Sept. 7- Youth Movie
Matinee
• Sept. 15 - Pinwheels for
Peace & Swimming
Sunday
• Sept. 19– Dine & Share

WORSHIP
• Sept. 1-

Communion Sunday
• Worship: 10am
• Prayer Ministry
Tuesday @ 9am

STUDY
• 9a: Sunday School

for all ages
• Spiritual Formation

2nd & 4th Saturday
@10am
• Fall Bible Study info

coming soon!
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I know that this is what many are suggesting, but if we want change, we must be at the table. Our voices
must be heard. We must be a part of the dialogue or decisions will be made without our input. So, let’s roll
up our sleeves and get back to work. God is with us!
The conference is doing a lot to help us stay focused. A special session of the NIC Annual Conference is
scheduled for November 16, 2019. At this session, the 2020 financial plan, which includes budget, apportionment formula, and the General Administration Fund decision, will be presented. In addition, a report
from the Exploration Team on our future as an Annual Conference, in light of the passing of the Traditional
Plan at the special General Conference in February, will be presented. A special Bishop’s appeal offering will
be taken to support and provide relief for farmers. These farmers are suffering from the weather conditions
that delayed planting this spring and the effects of a drought during July. So, you can see that as a conference we are committed to our mission and calling.

At our Summer Annual Conference in Schaumburg, The
Annual Conference Shepherding Team (ACST) presented
three critical strategies for the future of our Church.
These three strategies were passed and adopted to
strengthen our work together as the Body of Christ.

The 2019 Annual Conference Shepherding Team (ACST) Strategic Goals are:
1. Making Disciples - “We must be disciples to make disciples.” Congregations committed to growing and
reaching new disciples of Jesus Christ will be actively engaged in disciple-making activities.
2. Working Against Racism - “The Church is called to lead by our example within our own lives, our
institution, and by a prophetic witness in society.” Of all the ways to love our neighbors, working actively
against racism has the greatest potential to transform the world. Congregations will strive to identify,
challenge and change values, attitudes, organizational structures, policies, and practices that perpetuate
systemic racism.
3. Creating Vital Congregations - “Empowering Congregations to assess themselves and imagine new
possibilities.” For long term sustainability, our Annual Conference must nurture spiritual vitality and exercise stewardship over all of our ministry resources.
Each district has a Shepherding Team that works with its local churches to help them achieve these goals. I
serve as one of the co-chairs for the Elgin District, and Walt Dibbern is a member of the Elgin District team.
Min Tina Shelton has been nominated to serve as a member of the Vital Congregations team and Walt
Dibbern on the Discipleship team. Rev. Dr. Cecelia Harris from First Waukegan and myself have been nominated to serve on the Working Against Racism Team. The conference will select from the names presented
from each district. You can see we are not sitting back waiting. Our conference is moving forth to ensure
that our vision of, “Making and supporting vital congregations to engage their communities and the world
for peace, justice, and mercy" is fulfilled.
As the Northern Illinois Conference is moving forth with its plans for the conference, we must move onward
with our plans for First United Methodist Church of Des Plaines. The following is a list of a few of the things
that we must attend to.
The Church’s Annual Conference is scheduled for Saturday, October 26, 2019, from 4:00 - 5:00 pm. More
information is forthcoming. Laity Sunday is October 20, 2019. We will celebrate the outstanding work of the
laity of the Church. Let’s honor those that work so hard among us to ensure the health and the stability of
our congregation.
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We hope to get out information about our Stewardship Campaign very soon. Because the financial wellbegin of the Church plays a significant role in our being able to describe ourselves as a vital congregation,
let’s pray about our financial support and support in general to the Church. We have tentatively scheduled
Sunday, November 17, 2019, as Pledge Sunday. On this Sunday, we will bring our pledge cards so that the
Financial Committee can set the 2020 budget. Having our budget in place is an essential part of our planning for the upcoming year.
The work of our Christian Education committee is kicking into full gear as we begin to develop our
Christian Education agenda and calendar for the year. I am excited to announce our new Bible Study class
that will start Wednesday, October 2, 2019. We will use Henri Nouwen’s book, Discernment: Reading the
Signs of Daily Life. This class should prove to be a very helpful and transformative learning experience for
all.
We will also start a Study and Dialogue Group. This group will meet twice monthly. Because of the decision of the 2019 General Conference, I am suggesting that we read Colby Martin’s book, UnClobber: Rethinking Our Misuse of the Bible on Homosexuality. Date, time, and location to be announced soon. This
gathering will be our first study and dialogue group, but there will be many more. We will look at a variety
of topics as we seek to fulfill the goals of our Conference Shepherding Team.
We will also have the return of our Saturday morning Spiritual Formation group, with Minister Tina. We
will post more information about this ministry as soon as it is available. Again, this is a life-transforming
experience.
This month, our Minister of Music, Nander Noaves, will return from his home in Brazil. We so value his
ministry and gifts to the life of this Church, but we need additional voices in our church choirs. Please help
us recruit people for our Choir and consider joining the choir. A vital church must have a dynamic music
ministry.
Please take some time to get to know our Mission Committee. They are doing incredible things to ensure
that we are touching the lives and souls of God’s people in very concrete ways. We must serve God not
only in word but in deeds as well. Our mission commissions members are making disciples for Jesus by
helping us take Jesus out of our building and into the world. Join with them to hear how we fulfill the
words of the banner than hangs over the door of our Church as we depart, “Now God and do the good
works HE has planned for you to do!”

Please stay tuned for our Advent, and Christmas plans. I know they too will be a blessing to all! Lets keep
our eyes on God and the work that we are commissioned to fulfill. Pastor Irene
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SAVE THE DATE! CHURCH CONFERNECE
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26TH • 4:00PM—5:00PM

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH
This month we gather to celebrate and recognize the histories, cultures and
contributions of persons who are of Spanish, Mexican, Caribbean, Central
American and South American descent.
Hispanic Heritage Month was established in 1968 and serves as an opportunity to
appreciate positive Hispanic-Latino influences that enrich the landscape of the
U.S., especially through the traditions and customs of Hispanic-Latino multicultural
communities. Embrace this moment as a chance to understand and learn from the
diverse faces and voices that come together in The United Methodist Church. The
body of Christ is strengthened by the acceptance that comes with respecting each
person’s unique background and culture.
Learn more about the vital work that Hispanic-Latino United Methodists are doing
across our connection at Hispanic.UMC.org and UMC.org.

I wanted to thank you all for your generous donations during August Communion Sunday Offering for phone chargers for JourneyCARE! Your donations
will allow for patients and families to stay connected during a very difficult
time in their lives. I am overwhelmed by your support and generosity that will
allow me to continue this project and expand to other hospice centers within
JourneyCARE. From the bottom of my heart, THANK YOU! Jenny Fitzgerald

The Ladies of the Church
Group will meet on
Wednesday, September
4th at 10:00 am in Goodyear Hall. All the women
are invited to participate
in this time of fellowship
and refreshments!

Happy Grandparents Day
to all of FUMC
Grandparents on
Sunday, September 8th

REMINDER:
Bessie’s Table resumes serving on
Monday, September 9th.

Looking for ways of “How You Can
Serve” at
FUMC-Des Plaines?
Contact the Church Office and we will
put you in touch with the
Committee Chair.
847-827-5561
fumcdesplaines@gmail.com
Your talents are always a blessing
here!
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ARE YOU INTERESTED IN LAY SERVANT MINISTRIES?
Lay Servant Ministries is one of the
most significant lay
leadership development programs already available within the United Methodist Connection.
Through this system
of equipping and
empowering, lay
servants have the
opportunity to grow
as disciples of Jesus
Christ who then go
and make other disciples. See the forms
and resources below
for more information on the Lay
Servant Certification
Process, including
requirements to become a Certified Lay
Speaker.
For more information on the upcoming LAY SERVANT LEADERSHIP
ACADEMY, or to register online, please
visit the UMC-NIC
website: https://
www.umcnic.org/
calendar/elgindistrict-fall-lay-
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The Sacred Sisters
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Finance Committee Chair: Burke Oehrlein
Next Meeting: Tuesday, September 17 @ 6:30pm
Gifts given to God through First United Methodist Church
Seven Months ended July 31, 2019
Budget
Actual
Variance
Offerings
$ 172,974 $ 133,776 $ (39,198)
Expenses
155,782
144,497
11,285
Apportionment
17,192
17,192
Net
$ (27,913)
One Month ended July 31, 2019
Budget
Actual
Variance
Offerings
$ 24,711
$ 17,118 $
(7,593)
Expenses
22,255
19,207
3,048
Apportionment
2,456
2,456
Net
$
(4,545)

As of Sun, Dec. 31, 2018
we have 35 pledges
totaling $190,292
Our Endowment Fund
now has a balance of
$195,898. Additional
donations are always
welcome.
As of July 31, 2019, our
Music Ministry Fund has
8 pledges totaling $22,300.

MUSIC MINISTRY FUND:

Effective August 1, 2019 FUMC has established a Music Ministry Fund to continue our
music program with the quality of musicians going into the future that we have today. The cost today for music ministry is
greater than in past years and will continue to increase in the future. We are therefore asking the congregation to
consider a pledge commitment to the Music Ministry Fund, similar to the Roof-Building Fund started in 2015, which has
been fulfilled. This pledge campaign is a two year campaign with a goal to raise a total of $60,000 for our music
ministry.
We are thankful for the gifts and talents Nander uses to teach and guide others in developing their gifts in music. Without
a doubt, Nander brings a breath of knowledge about sacred music which enables us to have creative and fantastic worship
services. We are also blessed by the Christian leadership of his wife, Ana, who partners with him in carrying out the
ministry of this church. Mercy Andalis is an accomplished musician whose presence on the piano and organ has been a
blessing to our congregation. She works well with both the choirs and is also available for funerals and weddings.
We hope you will prayerfully consider making a pledge commitment to this vital ministry of our church.
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Mission Commission Co-Chairs:
Laura Miller & Linda Trinite
The next meeting will be September 17 at 6:30 p.m.

SEPTEMBER COMMUNION OFFERING

HEMENWAY
SOUP
AT SIX

The communion offering for September 1 is
from the blue band of the 2016-2020 NIC
Rainbow Covenant. Hemenway Soup at
Six (project #60000216) is a weekly hot
meals ministry. It is the oldest soup kitchen
in Evanston and is operated out of the
Hemenway UMC kitchen and Gym. Weekly
serving between 100 and 150 diners, Soup
at Six provides 'food with dignity' in the form
of a salad, an entree, a bread, a soup, coffee or hot chocolate, milk and a bag lunch
once a week. Originally at six o'clock, Soup
at Six soon moved to serving meals beginning at 4pm due to local shelter schedules.

School is back in session, which means the Community Backpack Program for
some very needy children from Iroquois Community School is in need of the following donations:








Individual Serving Size Soups
Individual Serving Size Canned Vegetables (8oz. size)
Small Fruit Cups (4oz. Size)
Juice Boxes
Instant Oatmeal Packets
Snacks: Bars, fruit snacks, crackers, chips, pretzels
Desserts: cookies, pudding cups, rice kripie treats

Please place them in the bucket in the Parlor. These
items will be collected throughout the year, so please
keep that in mind as you do your weekly grocery
shopping!
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Dine and Share is Back!!! On Thursday, September 19 from 11:00 a.m. to
9:00 p.m., plan to have your lunch or dinner (dine in or carry out) from the
House of Szechwan, 22 Northwest Highway in Des Plaines. 20% of your purchase will be returned to the church when you present this flyer with your order!
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Christian Education Commission Chair: Karen Boesche
Next Meeting: September 3rd @ 7:00pm
Sunday, September 15 - Planting pinwheels on FUMC front lawn - 9am Sunday School Hour
The First United Methodist Church of Des Plaines (FUMC) invites the community to create and plant “pinwheels for
peace”
Pinwheels for Peace, the movement, started as an art installation project September 21 in 2005 by Ann Ayers and Ellen
McMillan, art teachers at Monarch High School in Coconut Creek, Florida, as a way for their students to express their
feelings about what is going on in the world and in their lives. The project was quickly embraced by the students and
the entire school community and by millions of art teachers, teachers, parents, children and adults who desire peace in
our world. Since then, it has grown from 500,000 pinwheels planted the first year, to four million pinwheels in 2014!
FUMC’s Sunday School classes are joining the movement again this year! Will you? We are extending an invitation to
the community to plant pinwheel creations during the week of Sunday, September 15 through Sunday, September 22nd.
FUMC Sunday School classes will plant pinwheels on the front lawn Sunday, Sept. 15 during the 9am Sunday School
hour.
These "planted" pinwheels will serve as a visual reminder, all week long, that we
are to be instruments of joy and peace in our communities / homes. It is our hope
at FUMC, to make a week long visual statement about our desire for peace—
freedom of conflict—the way Jesus would want all of us to lead our lives.
Pinwheel-making templates/directions will be available on fumcdp.org or ask Karen Boesche for pinwheel making supplies. Place stickers, draw or write a meaningful message — be creative when decorating and assembling the pinwheels.
Join in! Create and plant a pinwheel for peace! (See template on next page)

Matinee Movie Time! Saturday, Sept. 7
A new PG movie, Overcomer, has been released and it is filled with hope and
inspiration that all can relate to (and it’s also filled with scriptures). FUMC is
planning a youth field trip Saturday, September 7, for the matinee show at
either Pickwick (Park Ridge) or Golf Mill (Niles). Exact viewing location will
depend on showtimes. Let Minister Tina, Mike or Karen B. know if you are interested. All ‘youthful’ adults welcome to join us!
Watch the movie trailer here:

https://www.christianpost.com/news/watch-kendrick-brothers-release-powerful-trailer-for-overcomer-starringpriscilla-shirer.html

Pack your suit, towel, and goggles and let’s learn together how to swim! Karen
Boesche and daughter Julia will be teaching children how to stay safe in and
around the water. Join us for a splashing good time! If interested and have
not filled out a YMCA parental permission/facility waiver, you must do so to
participate. See Karen Boesche for form.
When: Sunday, September 15.
Where: Lattof YMCA (Des Plaines)
Time: Immediately after Worship fellowship time
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Coming Soon!
Wednesday, October 3rd.
Times TBD
If you are interested in the study and would like to order a book,
please contact the church office.
fumcdesplaines@gmail.com
847-827-5561
We will order books from Cokesbury and the cost is $12.99 each.
If you would like to order a copy on your own, books are also
available from Amazon.

“Henri J. M. Nouwen, the world-renowned spiritual guide
and counselor, understood the spiritual life as a journey of
faith and transformation that is deepened by accountability,
community, and relationships. Though he counseled many
people during his lifetime, his principles of spiritual direction
were never written down. Now, in association with the
Nouwen Legacy Trust, Michael Christensen, one of
Nouwen's longtime students, and Rebecca Laird, one of
Nouwen's editors, have taken his coursework, journals, and
unpublished writing and created the definitive resource on
spiritual discernment. Stories, readings, and thematically organized questions for reflection and guided journal writing
provide an unparalleled resource for spiritual development,
both for individuals and for small groups.
Discernment, the third book in the series, teaches us how to
read the "signs of the times" in daily life in order to make
decisions that are ultimately guided by God. Nouwen emphasizes listening to the Word of God--in our hearts, in the Bible, in the community of faith, and in the voice of the poor.
Nouwen's thoughts on discernment begin to answer one of
the biggest questions we face: what should I do with my
life?”
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Worship Committee Chair: Tina Shelton

Next Meeting: Monday, September 9th @ 6:30pm
Summer Choir Schedule:
JULY

We are in need of
Ushers for Sunday
mornings. If you
would be interested, please contact
the church office
to sign up.

07/02 at 7:00 PM - FUMC Choir Practice
07/07at 9:00 AM - FUMC Choir Practice and Performance
07/09 - No Practice
07/14: No Practice/Performance
07/16 at 7:00 PM - Ladies Ensemble Practice
07/21 at 9:00 AM - Ladies Ensemble Practice and Performance
07/23 - No Practice
07/ 28: No Practice/Performance
07/30 at 7:00 PM - Ladies Ensemble Practice

AUGUST

08/04 at 9:00 AM - Ladies Ensemble Practice and Performance
08/06 at 7:00 PM - No Practice/Performance
08/11: No Practice/Performance
08/13 - Ladies Ensemble Practice
08/18 at 9:00 AM - Ladies Ensemble Practice and Performance
08/20 at 7:00 PM - No Practice/Performance
08/25: No Practice/Performance
08/27 at 7:00 PM - Ladies Ensemble Practice

SEPTEMBER

LITURGISTS
Sept. 1: Leo Rosete
Sept. 8: Nanette Fasco
Sept. 15: TBD
Sept. 22: Renee Edmondson
Sept. 29: The Youth

09/01 at 9:00 AM - Choir Practice and Performance
09/03 - No Practice
09/08: No Practice/Performance
09/10 - at 7:00 PM - Ladies Ensemble Practice
09/15 at 9:00 AM - Ladies Ensemble Practice and Performance
09/17 - No Practice
09/ 22: No Practice/Performance
09/24 at 7:00 PM - FUMC Choir Practice
09/29: No Practice/Performance (Youth Sunday)

USHERS
Erica Lake & Family
FELLOWSHIP HOSTS:
The Youth
Join us for a time of quiet
prayer with Pastor Irene and
members of our Prayer Team.
We meet in the prayer room
on Tuesday mornings at
9:00am.
We want to be in prayer with
you to share your joys and
struggles. If you have a
specific prayer to share, please completer one
of our prayer cards and leave it in the prayer box
located in the sanctuary foyer.

If you would like to
purchase Sanctuary
Flowers in honor or
memory of a loved one,
please contact the church
office for available dates.
Thank you!

Spiritual Formation is a place
where you can come and learn
techniques and practices that will
allow you to better commune with
God in your own time. Together
we pray, we share and learn to
listen for God's voice through art, the scriptures and so
much more. Small time commitment, many blessings.
The class is facilitated by Minister Tina. We meet in the
2nd floor prayer room on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the
month.

Come join us! All are welcome!
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Chair: Walt Dibbern
Meeting: Monday, September 9, 2019 @ 5:30 pm
Gift Cards for Birthdays and special occasions! Do your shopping right here at church and raise
funds for our general operating fund! There are over 700 gift cards to choose
from! Gift Card orders are placed the 2nd Sunday of the Month and delivered on the 3rd Sunday
of the month (Holiday and Summer Vacations may put a variance on order times.)
You can find order forms on the bulletin board in the main hallway or setup an account at
https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/ Enrollment code: 1BC3F2A45593L
Send your order to the que and drop your check in mailbox #55. It’s that easy!
Gift Cards make great holiday gifts for teachers, neighbors, friends and family! Plan ahead this holiday season!

GIFT CARD ORDER DEADLINES:
Oct 13th - Deliver Oct 20th;
Nov 10th – Deliver Nov 17th
Dec 8th - Deliver Dec 15th

An easy way to
give to FUMCDP
at no cost to you!

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic
way for you to support FUMCDP every time
you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop
at smile.amazon.com, you'll find the exact
Remember, we now have e-giving
same low prices, vast selection and
online! You can now give when you are
convenient shopping experience as
on vacation, setup auto payments, or
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that
even give to special offerings.
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase
price to our Church.
meets every Tuesday at 9am
Just click here to connect: https://Prayer Ministry
Visit
www.fumcdp.org and click on
smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2368500
‘Ways to Give’ or see Walt Dibbern.
Support FUMCDP every time you shop!

Be sure to follow us
on Facebook and like
our posts!

Keep up with the
happenings in the
Northern Illinois Conference and our District by
visiting their website: www.umcnic.org

We would like to encourage our members to wear their name tags on Sundays
to help our Guests get to know us better. If your name tag is missing, please
print your name on the list next to the name tag carousel and we will get you
one made. Guest name tags are available on the guest table in the hallway.
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GRACIE’S GOOD NEWS - SEPTEMBER 2019!
“Do we have the faith we need to persevere in these challenging times?” Pastor Irene Taylor asked, in her
Aug 18 sermon. “God does not abandon us! He uses everything that comes our way to demonstrate his
faithfulness to us … [so] our “trust and faith in Him grows [and we can] extend His love and grace to all.
God has already made room for all people [and He] needs Christians who will go boldly, persevere and stay
faithful to Christ!” Pastor said. Are we those bold Christians? Do we have “the sense of community and
outreach” that the church is meant to embody?”1
Let’s take a look at what notes and photos that were sent to me in recent weeks suggest.
Here are community, and outreach within
our walls: Aug. 11, in our annual Blessing of
the Backpacks, Pastor Irene Taylor and
Minister Tina Shelton blessed member and
visiting adults and kids enrolled in school (L)
2
, and Anne Hardy, representing Missions,
whose members are again collecting
donations of individual serving size soups,
veggies, fruit, juice, cereals, snacks, and desserts to send home with needy youngsters in the Community
Backpack Program. We’re serving Iroquois Community School kids, this year. The collection bucket is in
the parlor; let’s fill it up!
… community and outreach beyond our walls: One worship service, Anne Cowin related to us her
response to a co-worker’s request for
prayers for her child. Anne said to her,
“Let’s pray together!” – and they did, right
there in the workplace. July 27, Holy
Practices members Minister Tina
Shelton, Walt Dibbern, Melissa Nelson,
Harolyn Thogersen (who took the pictures,
L) and Jan Weber walked around the block
west of the church and down to James I.
Paroubek Park3 at the corner of Prairie and Lee streets, lingering a while in that welcoming space, giving
thanks for the sunny day, and praying for the community and our church.
More: Aug. 8, John & Anne Hardy (in blue, below, center), received AMITA Health’s 2019 Inspire
Award presented by
Yolande WilsonStubbs, CEO, at a
reception at Holy
Family Hospital,
honoring the Hardys’
16 years of service (to
date) at FUMC’s
Bessie’s Table.
Accepting the award
on behalf of all
Bessies volunteers,
Mrs. Hardy said Anne Holmberg, now of Elgin, envisioned people having a place to go for a good meal
every night, as welcome as guests in our homes. Our former pastor Gregg Eaton gave Anne Holmberg and
her friend Mary Eley the go-ahead, Mrs. Hardy said. Many volunteers (a few pictured
above with Anne & John at center) help, including Anne’s husband John, who picks up
donations, carts them into the church, and joins in meal preparations. Some volunteers
have served for a long time, like Cheryl Burke (2d row behind Anne), director, who
secures donations, seeks grants, and Lynn Duncan (2d from R, in the photo). I hear
Lynn arranges her work schedule so she’s free to serve at Bessie's, Mondays; that’s how
much she loves it. Anne Holmberg’s hope is a reality now: FUMCDP serves this
community meal on Monday evenings, and other agencies and churches prepare it on
other nights. You’re welcome, too, as guests or volunteers.
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… and more: Jenny Fitzgerald is collecting old chargers or charging sticks for cell phones, tablets,
computers, and monetary donations for new ones, or a charging station, for visitors at JourneyCare Hospice
in Glenview, where her dad Shawn spent the last two weeks of his life. Jackie Pofahl told us about meeting
a stranded and weary stranger who begged for a ride; Jackie took her home. Pastor Irene recently led a
funeral service for a family who had no local church affiliation, and made a pastoral visit to a family in need
of God’s compassionate message. Our faith fuels us.
We find community in fellowship and service: Trustees members & friends -- Brenda Murphy4, Karen
Boesche, Karen Fitzgerald and Bev Zuccarini, Mike Murphy, Joey Kozeluh, Janine Forney, Joy & Bob
Raczka (who bring a yummy cake the last Sunday of every month) -- hosted August fellowship hours. Bob &
Joy brought quite a few tomatoes to share from their garden, too. Mmmm, cherry tomatoes! Just the right size
for the church mouse!

Donna Catlett5 and Arnie Seegers (far L, L below) ushered, in August. Interested in serving? Elizabeth
Bowen created this bulletin board in the office
hallway, displaying service opportunities (R);6 call her
to inquire about what interests you. BTW, Elizabeth
& Kip’s home, with newly painted porch and some
new plantings, won 2nd place in Des Plaines’ 2019
Best Curb Appeal Challenge! “We were really
excited. It was fun to shop at the local nurseries,”
Elizabeth told the Journal.
… in sharing celebrations: August marked Min Tina Shelton’s third
anniversary with us. Hallelujah, Min Tina! Looking forward, members with September birthdays include
Donna Chaney, Melissa Clutters (mom, Judy), Jenny Fitzgerald (parents Karen, late Shawn), Rose
Howell, Lois Jaderborg, Chris Kincheloe (parents Chad, Nancy), John Korn, Sue Lambert, Gladys Leyva
(Nuevo Amanecer), Mary Louise Shakespeare Muench formerly FUMC, and Jan Weber, and Rich &
Gloria Ludwig, and Joy & Bob Raczka have Sept. wedding anniversaries.
… and family news: Delighted Karen Fitzgerald’s son Mike & wife Liz have a 2nd little girl, Sasha
Elizabeth, b. Aug. 15, and Maureen & Arnie Ladd were beyond excited recently, to see family, including
great granddaughters Emily Anne and Camilla, born a week apart in July 2018 in NY and Kuwait,
respectively. Zac Dibbern sang with the choir and played his sax for us
for a few weeks; he has returned to U. Nebraska-Kearney now. Zac’s a
sophomore “studying music (jazz) [and] also taking a major in Music
Business,” his granddad Walt told me. Noni Shelton, who sang a duet
with her mom Min Tina in worship one Sunday, has returned for her
sophomore year at Carnegie Mellon, in Pittsburgh. And Min Tina’s son
Mark Daniel is working for Google/CA, now! Anne Cowin’s son Rob
turned 24; Laura & John Miller’s daughter Hailey wed Jesse Nesset in
Norway; Marian Seaholm (R with son Steve)7, enjoyed a visit with him
and his wife Ruth, at her Prospect Heights Brookdale residence. Pastor
Irene’s sister Theresa Taylor, from the St. Louis area, came to worship
with us; hi, Theresa!
… in seeing members & friends we’ve missed, including (L-R on the following page) Rose Howell,8
Chris Kincheloe & parents Nancy & Chad,9 Erica Lake, whose work kept her from worship a few
Sundays; Anne Roper (pictured with Bill Knopf) and Jan Geist, both looking well after recent illnesses; and
Kim Darling, back after teaching quilting, beading and origami to kids 7-12 at DP’s Science & Arts
Academy’s summer school.
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… and in prayer for one another: including Gerrie Little, suffering leg pain;
Nander & Ana Novaes, currently in Brazil, and for Brazil’s firedamaged rainforests; and our custodian Bruce McIntosh (R)12,
recently home from an Alaskan cruise celebrating his wife
Cindy’s retirement, who had shoulder surgery. Jim Stein was
scheduled for surgery at this writing; prayers it is successful.
Prayers for Lois Jaderborg, recovering at home from oral
surgery; for Anne Cowin & Mary Brown’s brother
Bob, that he is healing following surgery early August.
Prayers of comfort for Karen & Neal Boesche & family, mourning Karen’s mom
Ruth Gafrick (L)10, who passed away in July; the church filled, during her Aug. 3
services; and for Audrey & John Nankervis (L)11. John is in Hospice at home; they
are both very missed. And we pray for Chris Reddington, John Hardy’s sister, also
in Hospice at home, and for John & his wife Anne, caring for Chris.
We pray for our denomination, working through differences. “Some storms, God wants us to work
through, because through them, we build our trust and faith in Him. Run the race before us with
perseverance. Join Jesus in doing the work of God. Extend God’s love and grace to all,” Irene said in her
Aug. 18 sermon. “The God we serve is bigger [than] color, gender preferences, homelessness … God has
already made room for all people.”
We’ve been attuned to community and outreach in August, but sometimes we feel less so. Lyrics from a
song Mercy Lynn Andalis’ son Loriss Meryc sang, Aug. 25 worship, sought to keep us on a path of faith:
“We need wisdom. We need power … And true love for each other. … Bring Your people to a state of
kingdom life … Restore your church again.” 12 Wow! First Mercy Lynn, then her husband Jym, now
Loriss; they all sing beautifully. Is Loriss a student? I wondered. He “is an ICU nurse,” his mom told me.
He’s “sung in her choirs since a child, plays the piano, and lately is learning to play the guitar,” she said.
Let’s invite him to sing again, Mercy Lynn.
Imagine how transformed we would be, if we remember our call. “Touch Your People Once Again,” Min
Tina’s Aug 25 sermon, was about a “bent-over woman” afflicted for 18 years. Jesus saw and immediately
healed her. -- Luke13:10-17, NIV. “What if this bent-over woman were [analogous to] our church?” Min
Tina asked. “Touch us, touch our church,” she prayed, “so we go from … hunched to standing, look at the
community eye-to-eye, reach out, … restore [the] marginalized. Set our hearts on fire; give us purpose as
never before … so we, too, are filled with love, lifted higher. Let peace that passes all understanding come to
us; let us pass it on! Amen.” Ellie Seegers sang the closing hymn that morning: “Here I Am, Lord.” Will
we say the same, allow God to transform us, and be His witness in the world? Amen!
Faithfully, Gracie (gracie.fumc@yahoo.com )
1

Question is from the devotion “The Influence of Faith,” based on 1Kings 18:36-40 re: the Prophet Elijah’s enormous faith, which
drew people to the Lord; found at https://www.intouch.org/Read/Magazine/daily-devotions.
3
James I. Paroubek Park, a city park … “dedicated … August [1982] to the memory of James I. Paroubek,” 1922-74, who owned
several Ace Hardware stores including one on Lee St. just north of Prairie. Paroubek was a WWII vet, led the DP Chamber of
Commerce, the Lions Club, the DP National Bank and the DP Redevelopment Assn. – Siobhan Heraty, Emma Marston, DP
Historical Society, Aug. 2019; more info. at https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/16KumLSSd62gStdqnoulGjjbUdvb0of3I
12
https://www.lyricsmode.com/lyrics/s/steve_green/touch_your_people_once_again.html for “Touch Your People Once Again,” by
Steve Green:
Photos by Harolyn Thogersen except: 2 Blessing: Laura Miller. 4 Brenda: past FUMC Christmas Event photographers. 6 Service
opportunities: Elizabeth Bowen. 7 Seaholms: Steve Seaholm. 8 Rose, 9 Kincheloes, 11 Nankervises: Pre-2017 FUMC Directory. 10
Ruth: Gafrick family photo. 12Bruce McIntosh, Alaska photo

SEPTEMBER 2019
Sunday
1
9a: Sun School

Monday
2
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Tuesday
3
9a: Prayer Ministry

9a: Choir Practice

9:30-1:30p: MDO

10a: Worship—
Communion

7p: Education
Mtg.

11a: Nuevo
Amanecer

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

4
10a: Ladies of
the Church
Fellowship

5
6
9:30-1:30p: MDO 9:30-1:30p:
MDO
6:30p: AA Mtg.

7

11

12

13
9:30a -1:30p:
MDO

14
7:30a-12p
Piano Lessons

3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons

10a: Spiritual
Formation

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

2p: Mongolian
Fellowship

8
9a: Sun School
10a: Worship

9
9:30-1:30p:
MDO

11a: Nuevo
Amanecer

5:30p: Bessie’s
Table

2p: Mongolian
Fellowship

5:30p:
Communication
Mtg.
6:30p: Worship
Committee

15
9a: Sun School
9a: Ladies’
Ensemble Practice

10a: Worship

16

9:30-1:30p:
MDO
5:30p: Bessie’s
Table

11a: Nuevo
Amanecer
2p: Mongolian
Fellowship

22
9a: Sun School

23

10a: Worship

9:30-1:30p:
MDO

11a: Nuevo
Amanecer

5:30p: Bessie’s
Table

2p: Mongolian
Fellowship

10
9a: Prayer Ministry
9:30a -1:30p: MDO
3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons
6:30p: Trustees
Mtg.
7p: Ladies’
Ensemble Practice
6:30-8p: NIC
Hispanic/Latin
United Worship
Service Com. Mtg

9:30a -1:30p:
MDO

Bible Study info
coming soon! 9:30a -1:30p:

MDO Summer
Camp
10a-1p: Center for
Concern Lunch
3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons
6:30p: AA Mtg.

17
9:30-1:30p: MDO
9a: Prayer
Ministry
3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons
6:30p: Missions
Mtg.
6:30p: Finance
Mtg.

18

24
9a: Prayer
Ministry
9:30-1:30p: MDO
3:30-8:15pm
Piano Lessons
6:30p: Mission
Mtg.
6:30p: Finance
Mtg.

25

19
20
9:30-1:30p: MDO 9:30-1:30p:
MDO
3:30-8:15p

Bible Study info Piano Lessons
coming soon!
6:30p: AA Mtg.

21
7:30a-12p
Piano Lessons

3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons

11a-9p: Dine &
Share @ The
House of
Szechwan

26

27

Bible Study info 9:30-1:30p: MDO 9:30-1:30p:
coming soon! 3:30-8:15p
MDO
Piano Lessons
3:30-8:15p
Piano Lessons
6:30p: AA Mtg.

28
7:30a-12p
Piano Lessons
10a: Spiritual
Formation

7p: Choir Practice

29 9a: Sunday
School
10a:

30
9:30-1:30p:
MDO
5:30p: Bessie’s
Table

Always check
our website
for the latest
details in
scheduling!
fumcdp.org
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FUMC STAFF AND LEADERSHIP
Pastor

Rev Dr. Irene Taylor

Director of Worship and Spiritual
Formation; Lay Leader of the Church

Minister Tina Shelton

Director of Music Ministry

Nander Novaes

Office Administrator

Elizabeth Bowen

Custodian

Bruce McIntosh

Pianist

Mercy Lynn Andalis

Treasurer

Brenda Murphy

Lay Member to Annual Conference

Brenda Murphy

Chair of Church Council

Donna Catlett

Chair of SPRC

Bill Knopf

Chair of Finance

Burke Oehrlein

Chair of Trustees

Brenda Murphy

Chair of Christian Education

Karen Boesche

Chair of Youth Council

Tina Shelton

Chairs of Missions

Linda Trinite & Laura Miller

Chair of Worship

Tina Shelton

Chair of Communications & Outreach

Walt Dibbern

Chair of Nurturing/Hospitality

Karen Fitzgerald

First United Methodist Church
668 Graceland Avenue, Des Plaines, IL 60016
Phone: 847-827-5561
Email: fumcdesplaines@gmail.com
www.fumcdp.org

Join us on Sundays!
9a.m. Sunday School
Children, Youth & Adult Classes
10a.m. Blended Worship
Nursery Care Available

Join us on Wednesdays!
10:00a.m. & 6:30p.m. Bible Study

