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What’s Happening in November? 

  Prayer Ministry 

Every Tues. @ 9am  

 Nov. 4 Communion 

& All Saints Sunday  

 Nov. 11 Veterans 

Day Celebration 

 Every Sunday: 10am 

Worship 

 Bible Study Wed. @ 

10am & 6:30pm 

 Spiritual Formation 

Nov. 10 & 24 

 Sunday Bible School 

at 9am  

 Advent Study begins 

Nov. 28 

WORSHIP STUDY LIVE 

“A Litany of Thanksgiving” 

Mediations of the Heart by Howard Thurman 

From the Desk of Pastor Irene…. 

      

 Howard Thurman has the distinction of being appointed the first dean of 

Andrew Rankins Memorial Chapel, Howard University, co-founder of the 

Church or the Fellowship of all Peoples, San Francisco, and dean of Marsh 

Chapel Boston University. He was also Chairman of the Howard Thurman 

Educational Trust, a service touching college and religious communities around 

the world. Thurman was a poet, mystic, philosopher, and theologian. He 

authored more than 25 books.  

 

         In an article written by Rich Barlow, it is stated, “A century ago, an 

African American seventh grader from segregated Daytona, Florida, prepared to 

board a train for Jacksonville and high school. His family dropped him at the 

train station with the fare but neglected to give him enough money to ship his 

luggage. A boy like other boys, without an adult’s self-sufficiency, he did what 

any stranded child might do—he sat down and cried. Then a black man, a 

stranger, covered the bill for him. Years later, when the boy became a man and 

wrote his life story, With Head and Heart: The Autobiography of Howard 

Thurman, he dedicated it to the stranger who “restored my broken dream.” 

Thus, one might say that Thurman knows something about a heart of 

thanksgiving.  

 

       This year’s pastoral entry for the 2018 Thanksgiving newsletter is Dr. 

Howard Thurman’s poem, “A Litany of Thanksgiving.” I believe it captures the 

essence of Thanksgiving. May it stir up precious memories.  

 Ladies of the Church 

Nov. 7 at 10am 

 Bizarre Bazaar Nov. 

17 from 9a-3p 

 Hanging of the 

Greens: Dec. 1 

 Advent Celebration 

Dec. 2 @ 11:30am 



 

 

 

Today, I make my Sacrament of Thanksgiving. 

I begin with the simple things of my days:  

 Fresh air to breathe, 

 Cool water to drink, 

 The taste of food, 

 The protection of houses and clothes, 

 The comforts of home. 

For all these I make an act of Thanksgiving this day! 

 

I bring to mind all the warmth of humankind that I have known: 

 My mother’s arms, 

 The strength of my father, 

 The playmates of my childhood, 

 The wonderful stories brought to me from the lives of many who talked of days gone by when fairies and  

  giants and all kinds of magic held sway; 

 The tears I have shed, the tears I have seen; 

 The excitement of laughter and the twinkle in the eye with its reminder that life is good. 

For all these I make an act of Thanksgiving this day. 

 

I finger one by one the messages of hope that awaited me at the crossroads: 

 The smile of approval from those who held in their hands the reins of my security; 

The tightening of the grip in a single handshake when I feared the step before me in the  darkness; 

The whisper in my heart when the temptation was fiercest and the claims of appetite were not to be denied; 

The crucial word said, the simple sentence from an open page when my decision hung in the balance. 

For all these I make an act of Thanksgiving this day. 

 

I pass before me the mainsprings of my heritage: 

The fruits of the labors of countless generations who lived before me, without whom my own life would have no 

 meaning; 

The seers who saw visions and dreamed dreams; 

The prophets who sensed a truth greater than the mind could grasp and whose words could only find  fulfillment in 

 the years which they would never see; 

The workers whose sweat has watered the trees, the leaves of which are for the healing of the nations; 

The pilgrims who set their sails for lands beyond all horizons, whose courage made paths into new worlds and far-off 

 places; 

The saviors whose blood was shed with a recklessness that only a dream could inspire and God could command. 

For all this I make an act of Thanksgiving this day. 

 

I linger over the meaning of my own life and the commitment to which I give the loyalty of my heart and  mind: 

The little purposes in which I have shared with my loves, my desires, my gifts; 

The restlessness which bottoms all I do with its stark insistence that I have never done my best, I have never 

 reached for the highest; 

The big hope that never quite deserts me, that I and my kind will study war no more, that love and tenderness and all 

 the inner graces of Almighty affection will cover the life of the children of God as the waters cover the sea. 

 

All these and more than mind can think and heart can feel, I make as my sacrament of Thanksgiving to Thee, 

Our Father, in humbleness of mind and simplicity of heart. 

Author: Howard Thurman; Title: Meditations of the Heart, “A Litany of Thanksgiving”; Reprinted with permission granted by 

Kristna Evans, Managing Editor, Friends United Press, 101 Quaker Hill Drive, Richmond, IN 47374 on October 27, 2018. 

“A Litany of Thanksgiving”  

from  

The Meditations of the 

Heart  

by Howard Thurman 
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Meeting the food needs of six local  

D62 Cumberland School families for Thanksgiving! 
 

Thanksgiving is just around the corner.  Isn’t Thanksgiving all about sharing and giving to 
others in need?  Do you know FUMC-dp has been distributing “Turkey Blessing Baskets” to D62 
Cumberland School needy families for now the 6th year?  

Education Ministry, with your support, is eager again be a blessing to six families this 
Thanksgiving.  These “Blessing Baskets” will be distributed to Cumberland School on Monday, 
November 19th (with help from our youth).  

If you’d like to help be a blessing to these local school families, here are some ways: 

 Give non-perishable food items (refer to shopping 
list), and place it in the donation box in the Parlor 
before or after Sunday Services during the months of 
October and November up to the Sunday before 
Thanksgiving (Deadline: November 18).  

SHOPPING LIST: Mashed Potatoes, Sweet 
Potatoes, Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Stuffing, Bread  
Crumbs, Canned Vegetables, Evaporated Milk, 
Pumpkin Puree, Gravy, Cranberry Sauce, Cans of 
Fruit, Jello, Cake Mix, & Icing. 

 Give grocery store gift card(s) for purchase of any 
perishable items.  Note: Please give gift cards to 
Elizabeth, our office administrator or Karen Boesche.  
Do not place any gift cards in the donation box.  

 Continue to pray that these families are touched and 
feel the love of Jesus being shared with them through 
FUMC-dp basket distribution. 

 

Thank you in advance for your generosity!  

Christian Education Commission Chair: Karen Boesche 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, November 6 @ 7:00pm  



Celebrate Advent!  

The Wonder of Christmas 

Book Study 
 

It's amazing how children can remind us of the beauty in the world. Take a walk with a five-year-old and all 

of the sudden we're struck with wonder. Children see clouds in the most amazing shapes. They notice the 

worm in the birds mouth. They're awed by the genius of a person made out of snow; and the beauty of 

Christmas lights when squeezed between two fingers. When did this curiosity and amazement leave us? 

 

Wonder. It's a beautiful thing. This Advent, we're going to get our wonder back. Let's get in touch with the 

beauty of Christ, the wonder-fulness of Jesus' birth on this earth. Please join us for this church-wide Advent 

Study.  

Wednesday Evenings: Nov. 28, Dec. 5, Dec. 12, Dec. 19 

6:30 pm - Sanctuary  
Also, check out the video clip:http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dpOgbv9oezE#action=share 
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Advent Celebration 
Sunday, Dec. 2nd 

Join us as we 

celebrate the 

beginning of Advent 

- the season of 

preparation for the 

coming Christ.   

Let’s celebrate together, along side our sister 

congregation, Nuevo Amanacer. We will meet after our 

worship, in the fellowship hall, and celebrate with a 

special church wide luncheon (hosted by Education 

Ministry) and a time of fun and fellowship.  

For our Advent craft, we will be making door swags!  

(see pic) Note: If you prefer, our Youth Sunday 

School Class will also be available to hand make a door 

swag especially for you! Suggested donation - $10  

Sign up today in the foyer or contact  

the church office so we can know how  

many to prepare for!  

Join the Worship Committee on 

Saturday, Dec. 1st at 12:00 pm 
for the Hanging of the Greens.  
A time where we decorate and 

prepare our worship spaces for 
the Advent Season.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dpOgbv9oezE#action=share
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SAVE THE DATE: JANUARY 26, 2019 

Developing an Intentional Discipleship System Workshop 
 

What does it really mean to be a Disciple? Let's take the time to become an informed 
congregation with a deeper understanding of what it means to "make disciples of Christ." 

We invite you to read, "Developing an Intentional Discipleship System: A Guide for 
Congregations" by Junius B. Dotson. As we move toward church vitality, in hopes of 

reaching out to the burgeoning community forming around us, we want to encourage 
greater hospitality, showing the love of Christ to a possibly un-churched parish. The book 

describes it this way, "We can't program our way back to vitality. Rather, it requires a 
movement toward disciple making and it begins with a disciple-making process that 

reaches out into our community. We invite you to use this resource to begin a 
conversation in your ministry setting about creating a lifestyle of intentional discipleship." 

 
On Saturday, January 26, 2019 , we will come together for a seminar and healthy 

discussion on Intentional Discipleship.  
 

Please see Elizabeth to get a printed copy of the book or download or purchase your own 
copy of the book using this link:  

https://store.umcdiscipleship.org/developing-a-discipleship-system-a-guide-for-
congregations.html 

We look forward to seeing you! 

https://store.umcdiscipleship.org/developing-a-discipleship-system-a-guide-for-congregations.html
https://store.umcdiscipleship.org/developing-a-discipleship-system-a-guide-for-congregations.html
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Gifts given to God through FUMC 

    

Six Months Ended September 30, 2018 

 Budget Actual Variance 

Offerings  $214,894 $177,100  $(37,794) 

Expenses $192,979 $175,159 17,820 

Apportionment  $21,915   $21,915   -  

     Net    $(19,974) 

    

Month Ended September 30, 2018 

 Budget Actual Variance 

Offerings    $23,877  $22,233 $(1,644) 

Expenses    $21,442  $18,368               $3,074 

Apportionment    $2,435    $2,435    -  

     Net    $1,430 

As of Sun, Dec. 31, we  

have 38 pledges for  

2018 totaling $178,176 

The Roof and Building  

Repair  Pledge, to date,  

is $131,490.  

Our balance is $121,084. 

Our Endowment Fund now 

has a balance of 

$185,351.Additional donations 

are always welcome. 

The Irene Taylor Scholarship  

at Garrett Evangelical is fully 

funded thanks to your generosity. 

Current Balance: $25,012. More 

donations are always welcome.  

Finance Chair: Burke OehrleinNext 

Meeting: Tuesday November 20,  6:30pm 

November’s Communion Offering will be for the 
"Easy" Care Youth Program (#60000219) off the Blue 
Band in the 2016-2020 Rainbow Covenant Book. The 
philosophy of the “Easy” Care program is to provide a 
safe, structured and supervised environment for 
Blackhawk Middle School (Bensenville, IL) students 
whose parent/ guardian is not able to be home with 
them during the after school hours. The program will 
allow working parents the opportunity to enroll their 
youth in a quality program instead of worrying about 
their welfare. A working parent/guardian will have 
the assurance of knowing where their youth is and 
that she/he is receiving well-rounded, supervised 
care. 

November Communion Offering - Nov. 4 

‘Easy’ Care Youth Program World Communion Sunday       
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Mission Co-Chairs: Laura Miller & Linda Trinite 

Next Meeting: No November Meeting 

Here is a list of the food that will go into each backpack every week:  

Canned pasta & meat (example Spaghetti O’s)  Small cans of fruit or vegetables 

Canned soup – kid flavors      Juice Boxes 

Cans of beef stew or chicken stew    Shelf Stable Milk 

Small can of sausages, tuna, or chicken   Peanut Butter [1 jar per month] 

Oatmeal packets       Jelly [1 jar per month] 

Individual cereal boxes      Bag of Rice   

Individual fruit cups      Bag of Red Beans 

Boxed macaroni & cheese      Gallon Zip-lock bags 

Snack bars, fruit snacks, peanut butter crackers 

Individual pretzels, chips, cookies, pudding cups,  

Rice Krispy treats, etc.,  
Please bring in any of the items listed below and put them in the blue bucket in the 

parlor.  Once our pantry is stocked we will update you on the items we still need.   

If you prefer, you can make a monetary donation to this ministry. Please note  

‘Community Backpack Ministry’ in the memo line of your check or  if giving on-line,  

choose ‘Community Backpack Program’ under ‘Other designated giving’ and enter the  

amount you wish to donate. All the funds will be directed to our Missions Commission  

who will purchase items on the list to supplement where needed.  

Community Backpack Ministry 
Our Missions Commission is partnering with other local churches to 

provide backpacks filled with food on the weekends for elementary 

school children in our area who might otherwise go hungry.  

 

Join Missions as they strive to be a 
light in the community!  New or 
gently used clean blankets are being 
collected to pass out in Chicago on 
December 8th to those in need.  After 
passing out the blankets we will 
attend the 5:00 p.m. Worship Service 
at the Chicago Temple.  Look for the 
blanket collection box and signup 
sheet in the Parlor and help give the 
blessing of warmth!  

*Please keep in mind that we will be taking public transportation and walking 
through the city when passing out our blessings of warmth.  Although appreciated, 

please refrain from donating heavy quilts and comforters! 
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Prayer Ministry meets every Tuesday at 9am 

 

Remember, we now have  

e-giving online! You can now  

give when you are on 

vacation, setup auto payments, 

or even give to special 

offerings.  

Visit  www.fumcdp.org  and click on ‘Ways to Give’ or see Walt 

Dibbern for assistance.  
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Communications Committee Chair: Walt Dibbern                 

Next Meeting: Monday, November 5 @ 5:30pm 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
     

An easy way to  

give to FUMCDP  

at no cost to you! 

 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support FUMCDP every time you shop, at no cost to 
you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you'll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and 
convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 
purchase price to our Church.    
Just click here to connect: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2368500 
Support FUMCDP every time you shop. Questions about AmazonSmile?  Ask any member of the 
Communications Committee.  

Be sure to 

follow us on 

Facebook! 

 

 
Make your Christmas shopping  

a breeze this year and help  
raise funds for the  

FUMC General Operation Fund!  
 

Be sure and place your order with 
Laura Miller by Nov. 11th for delivery 

on Nov. 18th.  
 

There are over 700 gift cards to choose 
from! You can find order forms on the 
bulletin board in the main hallway or 

setup an account at   
https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/     

Enrollment code: 
1BC3F2A45593L    

Send your order to the que and 
drop your check in mailbox #55.  

It’s that easy! 

http://www.fumcdp.org/
http://www.fumcdp.org/giving.html
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2368500
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NOVEMBER LITURGISTS 

Nov. 4: Anne Cowin 
Nov. 11: Rich Ludwig 

Nov. 18: Renee Edmondson 
Nov. 25: Nanette Fasco  

 
NOVEMBER USHERS 

Nancy Canova 
Jeanne Fordham 

  
Please contact Audrey if you 

would be willing to serve as an 
Usher on any given Sunday. 

847-827-6400 

JOIN US FOR 
 

Quiet Prayer Time with Pastor Irene 

Tuesday Mornings at 9am   

 

Spiritual Formation - Holy Healing 

Practices with Minister Tina meets in the 

Parlor on the 2nd & 4th Saturdays            

of the month at 10am  

Worship Committee Chair: Tina Shelton  
Next Meeting:  Monday,  Nov. 5 @ 6:30 pm 

We want to be in prayer with you, to 

share both your joys and struggles.          

If you have a prayer to share, please 

complete one of our prayer cards        

and leave it in the prayer box located 

outside the sanctuary.  

SPIRITUAL FORMATION - Holy Healing Practices is a place where you can come and learn 

techniques and practices that will allow you to better commune with God in your own time. Together 

we pray, we share and learn to listen for God's voice through art, the scriptures and so much more. 

Small time commitment, many blessings. Please join us.  

 
November Sunday 

Morning Fellowship 
Hosts:                

The Missions 
Committee 

 

Our Prayer Room  

is located on the  

2nd Floor 

If you would like to      
sponsor November altar 

flowers for the sanctuary in 
memory or honor of a loved 
one, please sign up on the     

poster in the Parlor or   
contact the church office.  



 

 
 

 
 

Tom Chaney 

Sunday, Nov. 18th 
2:00 pm  

First UMC Sanctuary 
 

A reception will be held immediately following 
the service in the church parlor.  

Audio Visual Team Member Needed - Have you been 
looking for a way to serve our church, but just can’t figure out what 
you can do?  Join the Audio Visual Team! We are in search of a 
volunteers to help run the slides and sound during the Sunday Worship 
Service. You could be a substitute or a regular with a rotating position.  
Whatever you can do will be appreciated!!    

If you are interested in joining the team, please see Don Trinite or Don Ankeny for sound and Linda Trinite 
or Laura Miller for slides.  We desperately need your help and hope you will consider giving it a try! 

 

November 4 - Daylight Savings Ends! 
Don’t forget to set your clocks back 

before bed Saturday night!  

The Ladies of the Church next 

meeting will be:  

 

Wednesday, Nov. 7, 2018 

10:00 am 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE HELD SUNDAY, 

NOVEMBER 11th IN THE SANCTUARY AFTER WORSHIP 

Do you need 
new Advent 

Wreath 
Candles?  

Contact Karen 
Boesche or the 

church office by 
November 21st to 

place your order.  
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RECOMMENDED READING FROM THE CHURCH LIBRARY:  
Raising White Kids: Bringing Up Children in a Racially Unjust America, by Jennifer Harvey. Abingdon 
Press, 2018.    Call number:  370 HAR - Pastor Irene Taylor recommends this title, and has donated it to our 
library. “For families, churches, educators, and communities.”  This book helps answer the question,  
“How do we raise our children to be allies in the struggle against racism?” 
 

10 Books to feed your faith:  Great reads for United Methodists, from the United Methodist Publishing 
House.  Four new titles to our collection recommended from this list: 
 

Pray Like Jesus:  Rediscovering the Lord’s Prayer, by Don Underwood.  Abingdon Press, 2017. 
Call number:  242 UND  - “Pastor and author Don Underwood re-examines the content of The Lord’s Prayer and 
discovers within it, insightful spiritual guidance for developing a rich, devotional life.”  
 

Dwelling Places:  Words to Live in Every Season, by Lucinda Secrest McDowell.  Abingdon Press, 2016. 
Call number:  242 MCD  - “Through short and inspiring readings, McDowell unpacks a single word – such as mercy, 
beauty, gratitude or grace - to reveal a biblical blessing or challenge relevant to where you are.”  
 

Bible Sisters:  A Year of Devotions with the Women of the Bible, by Gennifer Benjamin Brooks.  Abingdon Press, 
2017       Call number:  242 BRO - “Perfect for daily personal devotions or for small group discussions that explore 
women’s perspectives in the Bible.” 
 

Moses:  In the Footsteps of the Reluctant Prophet, by Adam Hamilton.  Abingdon Press, 2017. 
Call number:  222 HAM - “Join Adam Hamilton as he travels from Egypt to Mt Sinai, the Nile, the Red Sea, and the 
wilderness, exploring the sites of Moses’ life.” 
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Special thanks to Littelfuse Corporation for their 
generous donation of a commercial refrigerator to our 
Bessie’s Table Ministry. Pictured are photos from the 
delivery of the refrigerator. Also special thanks to John 
and Anne Hardy who worked hard to find the perfect 
space and move cabinets around to accommodate this 
wonderful gift!   

Gordon Food Service  

Are you aware that FUMC- Des Plaines has an account with Gordon Food Service? GFS provides a tax 
savings for charitable organizations which includes our church (While anyone may shop there, the tax 
savings is just for charitable organizations). 

GFS stocks many food items and paper/plastic products in bulk, as well as kitchen utensils, etc. (for 
commercial kitchens) – all at significant savings.  It also has sales, which provides for even better savings. 
There are two locations in close proximity to our area, one in Niles, and one in Palatine on Rand Road 
(about a block south of Lake Cook Road). Check out their website for directions to these locations. Because 
GFS has been a big contributor to the Bessie’s Table program, for “good will” purposes, the Niles store 
should be our first consideration when shopping for FUMC or Bessie’s. 

GFS has a REWARDS program (Gordon GO!).  As the FUMC account is also listed under “Bessie’s Table”, we 
have to be sure that GFS’s computer is combining all our register slip totals (whether for Bessie’s or other 
FUMC-related programs) to accrue points for us in its REWARDS system. This allows for FUMC to 
accumulate points faster and allows for a faster payback. Because Bessie’s Table is one of our Church’s 
primary assistance programs, it would be extremely helpful if all points, no matter what Church function 
has been involved in the gaining of those points, be made available for use by the Bessie’s Table 
coordinators. 

As of now, several Church members have the GFS 
cards; however, when shopping for products for our 
Church programs, you should be able to get the tax 
savings and points by telling the cashier that you’re 
buying for either FUMC or Bessie’s Table.  

Questions? Contact Anne Hardy- she is very familiar 
with the program!   
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 NOVEMBER 2018 - from the desk of Gracie 
    
 

October was Ministry 

Appreciation Month, and Oct. 

28, we honored Rev. Dr. Irene 

Taylor and Minister Tina 

Shelton, with a Surprise  
reception after worship.  

Blessings, Pastor Irene, Min 

Tina; we are thankful for 

another year with you.  Walt 

Dibbern spoke on behalf of 

our members, who also 

expressed their gratitude in 

person and in writing.  Walt, Karen Boesche, Elizabeth Bowen, Karen 

Fitzgerald, Anne Hardy, Don Kreski, Brenda & Mike Murphy, Joy 

Racska and Harolyn Thogersen shared in prepar ing for  the celebration. 

 

On Oct. 21, Laity Sunday, Missions Commission led an inspir ing worship service, highlighting 

ways in which they and our congregation engage in missions. Thanks to Ministry members Lynn 

Duncan, Karen Fitzgerald, Anne Hardy, Laura Miller, Audrey Nankervis, and Linda 

Trinite, and to Anne Cowin and Sam Trinite, who shared moving testimonies of serving 

persons in need of help (Sam’s via video).  Our Music Ministry’s contributions, including Sam’s 

brother Joe Trinite’s rousing songs and guitar playing, enriched the service.  Safe travels to Sam, 

who leaves soon to work a few months with ROAD (Recovering Oklahomans After Disaster), a 

nonprofit organization to help people of that state.  See more online here: https://donorbox.org/

disasterroad. 

Elgin-Aurora District Superintendent Darneather 

Murph-Heath (below, with Pastor Irene) convened 

our Charge Conference, Oct. 20.  “We have good news,” 

she said, “and we have to share it!”  So, we did!  

Ministries reported recent accomplishments, members 

voted on nominations to leadership positions,  and 

unanimously to support Minister Tina, on her path to 

becoming an Elder, and all viewed inspiring videos of 

Jan Weber speaking of 

her deep connection with 

faith and FUMC (https://

youtu.be/5Wn_oCmQbF0) and Walt Dibbern, about the church’s 

beautiful red front doors(https://youtu.be/X-qJ-3Ixi1s).  Thank you, 

all participants, and Jan, Walt, and Don Kreski, for the videos, and 

Karen Fitzgerald and her Receptions Committee volunteers, 

for the hearty breakfast provided. 

https://donorbox.org/disasterroad
https://donorbox.org/disasterroad
https://youtu.be/5Wn_oCmQbF0
https://youtu.be/5Wn_oCmQbF0
https://youtu.be/X-qJ-3Ixi1s
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Wednesdays since September, two groups have met to discuss chapters in Max Lucado’s 

book, 3:16 The Numbers of Hope (verse pictured, R, on Karen 

Boesche’s bulletin board, in the vestibule).  I’ve seen Lynn Duncan, Karen 

Fitzgerald, Jeanne Fordham, Jan Geist, Anne Hardy, Kay Maloney, Melissa 

Nelson, Joy Raczka, Anne Roper, Char Stenstrom, Harolyn Thogersen, and 

Bev Zuccarini at sessions; you’re welcome, too.  10:30 a.m. with Pastor Irene; 

6:30 p.m., with Min Tina. 

Hallelujahs:  FUMC has a new refrigerator, donated by Littelfuse; members 

and Bessie’s Table volunteers are thrilled.  

Many, thanks, Littelfuse!  And, 

mid-month, a new roof replaced 

the old, over FUMC’s NE wing.  

Isn’t it handsome?  I was asleep in 

my nest when the work began … 

but not for long!  Crash!  Bang!  

Don’t suppose there’s any quiet 

way to toss old shingles or 

hammer new ones on.  Hurrah, Trustees 

and everyone whose contributions to the roof fund made our big 

dream a reality. ❤️ Pix, L-R, 1,2, Oct. 16; 3, Oct. 19. 

About us:  Columbus Day, Oct. 8, Jan Weber and Karen Boesche took Serena, 

Sabrina, Matt E., and Mia Y. to play mini golf at the Des Plaines Park Distr ict 

course nearby on Algonquin Rd.  Marian Seaholm’s granddaughter Annie is in the 

Peace Corps in Africa; she is interested in teaching, I overheard Marian say.  Pastor 

Irene’s niece Elaine Baptiste (pictured, R) is visiting and will come to worship 

with us; welcome, Elaine!  Max Murphy (parents Mike & Brenda) studies 

at NIU and serves in the National Guard, and his sister Rachel participates 

in triathlons, I’m told.  Go, Rachel, go!  Cindy Yelich is a runner too; she 

ran in the 2017 Chicago Marathon.  This year Cindy volunteered to be 

“responsible for a start corral [group of runners based on previous start 

time*].”   This included getting the 

runners to the start line and then the 

tear down of the start to transition to 

the finish,” Cindy explained.  *https://

www.runnersworld.com.  

Some of our families traveled to their college 

student’s campus for Parents’ Weekend in 

recent weeks, including Randy & Matt 

Edmondson, visiting Libby at SIU, Carbondale (mom Renee was unable to 

go).  Elizabeth & Kip Bowen traveled all the way to Hattiesburg, MS to see son 

Ben (R) at U of Southern Mississippi and visit his new room in the fraternity 

house.  “Had a wonderful time!,” Elizabeth said.  Leo & Tess Rosete with 

daughter Lethrese went a shor ter  distance to IIT, to see son Levin (L) at IIT.  

“Had loads of fun,” Leo said, describing lunch in the cafeteria, visiting Levin’s 

dorm, one of two places Levin works, bowling, and more.  



GRACIE’S GOOD NEWS!...continued 
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Quiet Ministries:  We have a new usher, Lynn Duncan (L), who served with 

her dad, Dave, during Laity Sunday worship, 

Oct. 21.  You would never have guessed it was 

her first time, would you?  And, have you 

enjoyed the lovely floral arrangements on the 

altar in the sanctuary?  This ar rangement 

(R) honored Jim & Janine Forney’s 45th 

wedding anniversary, Oct. 20.  Happy 

anniversary, Jim, Janine!  If you’d like to 

participate in the Altar Flowers Ministry, contact Elizabeth 

Bowen in the church office.  Also, autumn has 

made an appearance indoors, thanks to Karen 

Boesche and Char Stenstrom’s beautifully 

appointed entryway, parlor and altar décor 

(entryway, e.g., above, far right). 

Flowers outside the church are succumbing to 

October’s cold snap, but they’ll be back in spring.  

I’m told by one of the gardeners, if you would like the 

yellow flowers (R) to grow at your house, snip off the spent blooms (yes, you 

may) and bury a bunch of them under an inch or two of soil, now.  Plants should 

come up next year. 

More …  Our  custodian Bruce McIntosh returned to work Oct. 8 after  his second knee 

surgery; we were very happy to see him.  Jan Weber has a new address!  Happy November 

birthday, Don Ankeny, Julia Boesche, Sam Clutters, Ruth Gafrick, Maureen Ladd, Susan 

Moore, Marion Mott-Dodge, Steven Swanson.  And sad news …  Marion Pugh, who suffered 

a fall, recently.  And we are so saddened by the death of our longtime member Tom Chaney, in 

October.  Our deepest sympathy to Donna, Tom’s wife, and their son Steven. 

Jean Jaderborg, our church librarian, acquired some wonderful new books for  FUMC.  One 

of them, 40 Days with Wesley: a Daily Devotional Journey, by Rueben Job, an American United 

Methodist Bishop offers 40 prayer-scripture-John Wesley readings-reflections.  I like this serene 

‘Prayer of Presence’ offered on Day 4, p. 21: “Holy God of unconditional love and unlimited 

presence, I come to make myself fully available to you, your will, and your way.  Speak to me 

gently and clearly, for I am yours and desire to hear, understand, and be obedient to your 

slightest whisper.   Speak, for I am listening.”  Does the prayer  speak to you, too?  The book is 

full of prayers. 

I appreciate all your contributions to this month’s 

column; there was so much good news; there 

always is, at FUMC!  If you have tidbits to share, 

email them to me at gracie.fumc@yahoo.com or 

give notes for Gracie to Elizabeth Bowen, our 

administrative assistant.   

Faithfully, Gracie  

 
Celebration cake served, Oct. 28                                                                                                      Cold Gracie, all of Oct.  

mailto:gracie.fumc@yahoo.com
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Minister Tina Shelton 

Director of Music Ministry Nander Novaes 

Administrative Assistant Elizabeth Bowen 

Custodian Bruce McIntosh 

Pianist   Mercy Lynn Andalis 

Treasurer Brenda Murphy 

Lay Member to Annual Conference  Brenda Murphy 

Chair of Church Council Donna Catlett 

Chair of SPRC Bill Knopf 

Chair of Finance Burke Oehrlein 

Chair of Trustees Brenda Murphy 

Chair of Christian Education Karen Boesche 

Chair of Youth Council Tina Shelton 

Chairs of Missions Linda Trinite & Laura Miller 

Chair of Worship Tina Shelton 

Chair of Communications & Outreach Walt Dibbern 

Chair of Nurturing/Hospitality Karen Fitzgerald 

 

First United Methodist Church 

668 Graceland Avenue, Des Plaines, IL 60016 

Phone: 847-827-5561  

Email: fumcdesplaines@gmail.com 

www.fumcdp.org 

open hearts  open minds  open doors 

  

Join us on Sundays! 
9a.m. Sunday School  

Children, Youth & Adult Classes 

10a.m. Blended Worship  

Nursery Care Available 

 

Join us on Wednesdays! 
10:00a.m. & 6:30p.m. Bible Study 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    

 

1 

9:30a-1:30p: 

MDO 
 

 3:30-8:15p 

Piano Lessons 

2 

9:30a-1:30p: 

MDO  

3:30-8:15p 

Piano Lessons 

3  

8a-12p 

Piano Lessons  

2p: Praise 

Dance 

3p: Youth 

Choir Rehearsal   

4:30p: Family 

Community 

4 FALL BACK! 

All Saints Sunday 
 

9a: Sun School 

10a: Worship 

11:30a: Neuevo 

Amanecer 

2p: Mongolian 

Fellowship 

3:30p: Praise 

Dance Concert  
 

5 

9:30a-1:30p: 

MDO  

5:30p: 

Bessie’s Table 

5:30p: Comm.  

Mtg. 

6:30p: 

Worship Mtg. 

 
 
 

6 

9a: Prayer 

9:30a-1:30p: 

MDO  
 

3:30-8:15p 

Piano Lessons 
 

7p: Choir Reh. 
 

7p: Education 

Mtg. 
 

7 
 

10a: Ladies of 

the Church 
 

10a: Bible 

Study 
 

6:30p: Bible 

Study 
 

 

 

 

 

 

8 
 

9:30a-1:30p: 

MDO  
 

3:30-8:15p 

Piano Lessons 
 

 

 

 

 

9 
 

9:30a-1:30p: 

MDO  
 

3:30-8:15p 

Piano Lessons 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

8a-12p Piano  

10a: Spiritual 

Formation 

2p: Praise 

Dance 

3p: Youth 

Choir Rehearsal 

4:30p: Family 

Community 

Meal 

11 Veteran’s Day 

    Celebration 

9a: Sun School 

10a: Worship 

11:30a: Church 

Council 

11:30a: Neuevo 

Amanecer 

2p: Mongolian 

Fellowship 

 

12 
 

9:30a-1:30p: 

MDO  
 

5:30p: 

Bessie’s Table 
 

 
 

 

13 
 

9a: Prayer 
 

3:30-8:15p 

Piano Lessons 
 

6:30p: Trustees 

Mtg. 
 

7p: Choir Reh. 

 

14 
 

10a: Bible 

Study 
 

6:30p: Bible 

Study 
 

 

 

15 
 

9:30a-1:30p: 

MDO  
 

3:30-8:15p 

Piano Lessons 
 

 

16 
 

9:30a-1:30p: 

MDO  
 

3:30-8:15p 

Piano Lessons 

17 

9a-3p: Bizarre 

Bazaar 

8a-12p 

Piano Lessons 

2p: Praise 

Dance 

3p:Youth Choir 

Rehearsal 

4:30p: Family 

Community 

18    

9a: Sun School 
 

10a: Worship  
 

11:30a: Neuevo 

Amanecer 
 

2p:Tom Chaney 

Mem. Service 

 

 

19 

5:30p: 

Bessie’s Table 

 

7p: NSO 

practice 

20 

9a: Prayer 
 

3:30-8:15pm 

Piano Lessons 
 

6:30p: Finance 

Mtg.  
 

7p: Choir Reh. 
 

21 

 

 

22 

CHURCH 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 
 

Happy  

Thanksgiving! 

23 

CHURCH 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

24 

8a-12p 

Piano Lessons  

10a: Spiritual 

Formation 

2p: Praise 

Dance 

3p:Youth Choir 

Rehearsal  

4:30p: Family 

Community 

Meal 

25 
10a: Worship 

 

26 

9:30a-1:30p: 

MDO  
 

5:30p: 

Bessie’s Table 

27 

9a: Prayer  

9:30a-1:30p: 

MDO  

3:30-8:15p 

Piano Lessons 

7p: Choir Reh. 

 

28 
 

6:30p: Advent 

Study Begins 

 

 

29 30 December 1 

 

 

 

 

Help decorate 

the church  

@12:00pm 
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Always check 

our website for 

the latest 

details in 

scheduling! 


