
What’s Inside? 
What is Pentecost? 

 For Christians, Pentecost is a holiday on which we commemorate the 

coming of the Holy Spirit on the early followers of Jesus. Before the events of 

the first Pentecost, which came a few weeks after Jesus’ death and resurrection, 

there were followers of Jesus, but no movement that could be meaningfully 

called “the church.” Thus, from an historical point of view, Pentecost is the day 

on which the church was started. This is also true from a spiritual perspective, 

since the Spirit brings the church into existence and enlivens it. Thus Pentecost 

is the church’s birthday. This year, Pentecost is June 4th. 

What does the word “Pentecost” mean? 

 The English word “Pentecost” is a transliteration of the Greek 

word pentekostos, which means “fifty.” It comes from the ancient Christian 

expression pentekoste hemera, which means “fiftieth day.” 

But Christians did not invent the phrase “fiftieth day.” Rather, they borrowed it 

from Greek-speaking Jews who used the phrase to refer to a Jewish holiday. 

This holiday was known as the Festival of Weeks, or, more simply, Weeks 

(Shavuot in Hebrew). This name comes from an expression in Leviticus 23:16, 
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which instructs people to count seven weeks or “fifty days” from the end of Passover to the beginning of the 

next holiday (pentekonta hemeras in the ancient Greek translation of the Hebrew Scripture). 

 Shavuot was the second great feast in Israel’s yearly cycle of holy days. It was originally a harvest 

festival (Exod 23:16), but, in time, turned into a day to commemorate the giving of the law on Mt. Sinai. 

This day became especially significant for Christians because, seven weeks after the resurrection of Jesus, 

during the Jewish celebration of Shavuot/Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was poured out upon his first followers, 

thus empowering them for their mission and gathering them together as a church. 

What actually happened on that day of Pentecost? 

 This event is recorded in the New Testament book known as The Acts of the Apostles. Chapter 2 

begins, “And when the day of Pentecost [ten hemeran tes pentekostes] had come, [the first followers of 

Jesus] were all together in one place” (2:1). All of a sudden, a sound came from heaven, like a strong wind, 

filling the house where the people had gathered. Something like tongues of fire rested on their heads. “And 

they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages as the Spirit gave them the 

ability to speak” (2:4). (Notice the tongues of fire on the heads of the people in the painting by Restout.) 

The languages spoken by the early Christians were intelligible (not other worldly) and were heard by 

thousands of Jewish pilgrims who had come to Jerusalem to celebrate Shavuot. The content of the 

miraculous messages had to do with God’s mighty works (2:11). Many who heard these messages in their 

own languages were amazed, though others thought the 

Christians were just drunk (2:12). 

 At some point, Peter, one of the leading followers of 

Jesus, stood up and preached his first sermon. He 

interpreted the events of that morning in light of a prophecy 

of the Hebrew prophet Joel. In that text, God promised to 

pour out his Spirit on all flesh, empowering diverse people 

to exercise divine power. This would be a sign of the coming 

“day of the Lord” (Acts 2:16-21; Joel 2:28-32). 

 Peter went on to explain that Jesus had been raised 

and had poured out the Spirit in fulfillment of God’s 

promise through Joel (2:32-33). When the crowd asked 

what they should do, Peter urged them to turn their lives 

around and be baptized in the name of Jesus. Then they 

would be forgiven and would receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit (2:37-39). Acts reports that about 3,000 people were 

added to the church that day (2:41). Not a bad response to 

Peter’s first sermon! 
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From “Little Gidding” 
- T.S. Elliot 

 
. . . The dove descending breaks the air 

With flame of incandescent terror 

Of which the tongues declare 

The one discharge from sin and error. 

The only hope, or else despair 

Lies in the choice of pyre of pyre- 

To be redeemed from fire by fire. 

 

Who then devised the torment? Love. 

Love is the unfamiliar Name 

Behind the hands that wove 

The intolerable shirt of flame 

Which human power cannot remove. 

We only live, only suspire 

Consumed by either fire or fire . . . 
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LOST AND FOUND 

Lost something? Found 
something?  Check out our  
Lost and Found, in the hall 
at the top of the stairs, 
above the coat racks! If 
you find or lose something 
especially valuable, please 
check with the office. 

CEMETERY LOTS FOR 
SALE 

The Board of Trustees has two 
cemetery lots for sale.  The are 
side by side in Ridgewood 
Memorial Garden in Des 
Plaines on Milwaukee Ave. and 
Central.  All proceeds will go 
into the Trustees working fund.  
If you are interested in 
purchasing them please 
contact Marion Pugh, 
Memorial Chairman.   
847-577-7576 

ICELANDIC COINS 

The Thogersens have 
some leftover Icelandic 
money.  If you are headed 
to Iceland or would like to 
have them, contact 
Harolyn  Thogersen. 

DOG CRATES 

Jen Southworth has two 
medium sized wire dog 
crates in perfect condition.  
Ruby has outgrown these 
crates and they need a new 
home.  Free! 

GERANIUMS NEEDED 

Christian Education will be 
planting red geraniums for 
Pentecost on June 4th, 
before worship.  If you’d like 
to donate a plant, please 
bring it into the office 
before the 4th (or to the 
Flea market! 

CUSTODIAL NEWS! 
The trustees tend to work in the background, keeping the church 

running.  Since the passing of our custodian late last year, one 

trustee has stepped up to cover the custodial position while we 

search for a replacement.  Chuck Fabian and his son Chad, 

have been working around the church since last November, 

doing their best to make our church ready for Sunday services along with keeping things 

clean and in order for Pastor and Jen.  All of their time and energy has been voluntary and 

I, for one, am very grateful for their service to the church.  Chuck had told the trustees that 

he would be able to fill in for us for a few months.  Last month, Chuck said that he had to 

step away from filling in as the custodian and Chad got a job at Mariano’s.  I would like to 

thank Chuck and Chad for all of the work they’ve done for the church, keeping it clean 

and ready for services over the last 6 months.  

 Others have stepped up since then and have worked over the last 

3 Saturday’s.  Headed up by Erica Lake, Karen and Neal Boesche, Jan Weber, the “little 

swifters” have pitched in to help keep our church clean.  The “little swifters” are the youth 

choir that practice here on Saturday afternoons with Nander Novaes.  Thank you as well for 

helping keep the church clean! 

 HOWEVER!  We are pleased to announce that John Uselding will be joining First 

United Methodist Church as our custodian.  He will begin his training June 2nd under 

the direction of Chuck Fabian, who has been filling in for the past several 

months.  Please give him a warm welcome next time you stop in.   



 

For the last seven months, the children and 

youth of First United Methodist Church, Des 

Plaines, have been working industriously to 

buy a real cow and their sister congregation, 

Iglesia Nuevo Amanacer's children have been 

helping too. To be able to visualize this unique 

fund-raiser, a wooden cow was built by John 

Hardy. It showed 36 assigned "cuts" or "parts" 

that could be "purchased" to total the $500 

needed to buy a whole cow through Heifer 

International. 

Heifer International in turn gave the real cow 

to a struggling family in need far away. To 

respect their privacy and dignity, Heifer 

international does not give out the name of 

the recipient family. A most interesting "pass 

it on" stipulation is essentially that the family 

who receives the Heifer as a gift must pass 

on the first female offspring to another 

family in need. Animals, such as this heifer, 

provide people with both food and income, 

sustainable products such as milk or cheese 

provide food for the family and any excess 

can be traded or sold at a market. 

The First UMC Sunday School children, their 

parents, and the entire congregation were all 

involved in the 'purchase of parts' for this 

fundraiser. You could buy some parts for as 

little as $5. The most popular part to 

purchase was the "udders". The wooden cow 

was displayed every Sunday so people could 

see what parts remained available for 

purchase. As each part was purchased, the 

cow part was decorated. Sunday school kids 

were always available to help decorate newly 

purchased parts for people who did not wish 

to decorate it themselves. 

The certificate has recently been received 

from Heifer International acknowledging the 

achievement. Karen Boesche, Education 

Ministry leader says, " Kids really do love to 

help other kids and families." And it was 

obvious in their enthusiasm when the photo 

was taken with the complete cow. 
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Local Kids Buy a Cow! 
Daily Herald, May 4, 2017 



BESSIES TABLE NEWS 
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May 8th: Thank you to our volunteers from Maine West High School tonight at Bessie's table. 
Terrific workers that served up a feast of lemon chicken with capers, baked mostaccioli, 
broccoli, potato salad, green salad, fruit salad and fancy colorful cupcakes for dessert! Nicely 
done!  

May 15th: Des Plaines Rotary Club and 
Willows Academy served up Portillos 
beefs with a side of potato wedges, 
spinach with mushrooms, fresh fruit 
salad, green salad, apple pie and 
Anne's home made rice pudding! So 
yummy it will make you jump for joy! 
Bessie Table is the place to be on 
Monday nights!  

May 23rd: Big crowd at Bessie's Table 
yesterday. Our friends at the Greek 
church, St. Haralambos prepared Greek 
chicken breasts, rice, mixed veggies, 
broccoli, buttered rolls and of course, 
strawberry whipped cream cake for 
dessert!  

Food for those who need it, every Monday night.  For more info, email bessiesdinner_desplaines@yahoo.com 
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Good News From Gracie the Church Mouse 
There’s a lot of activity here during times the church used to be quiet.  Do we have a cleaning crew?  Don 
Ankeny was mopping floors, so I asked him.  He said, since Mike Duce was hospitalized, first Chuck & 
Chad Fabian cleaned the church for “well over 6 months [and] 3 to 4 of … the trustees … have done some 

cleaning [too] but now Erica Lake, Karen & Neal Boesche and the girls – Serena & Sabrina Cargill, Dakotah Jackson, 
Armani Prince, and Skyye Redrick, [whom] Karen calls ‘the Little Swifters’ -- have been taking on a lot of the work.”  See 
our clean sanctuary, parlor, halls, entryways, and stairs?  Thank them.  Notice the shiny floors?  Karen polished them on 
her knees!  One day Neal surprised everyone with hamburgers and chicken sandwiches, too.  Mmm.  Not a crumb did 
they leave for me to find!  They’re coming every week, I hear, and extra hands are welcome so if you like cleaning or 
want a new exercise program, let Karen or Erica know. 

Last month, I posed several questions/criteria from an essay, “Community: God’s Design for Growth” (https://bible.org/
article/community-god%E2%80%99s-design-growth), to see if/how our church is serving God, and continuing Jesus’ 
ministry of love, compassion, forgiveness, and service.  Our cleaning crew’s service adds another ‘Yes!’ to questions 4 and 
5 in May’s column -- IS FUMC A PLACE OF SERVICE?  DO YOU SEE CHRIST IN MEMBERS’ CONTRIBUTIONS?  Here are two 
final questions:  6.  IS OUR [CHURCH] COMMUNITY A SOURCE OF ACCOUNTABILITY AND GUIDANCE?  Pastor Irene Taylor 
offers counseling and instruction regularly, leads and guides us to become better acquainted us with God’s word and to 
live as Christ would have us live – as family,  caring for and seeing the best in one another.  Pastor and Minister Tina 
Shelton are mentors and models.  Their sermons call us to a closer walk with Jesus; don’t you think they’re afire with 
the Holy Spirit?  Two children responded to Pastor Irene’s call to discipleship, a few weeks ago! 

At FUMC, persons of all ages study the Word.  Summer Bible Studies are planned; those for Lent, taught by Pastor Irene 
and Larry Maloney and based on Adam Hamilton’s text, 24 Hours That Changed the World, just concluded in May.  
Attending were Don A., Karen B., Walt & Jo Dibbern, Barb Duncan with friend Carol Chiakes, Karen Fitzgerald, Jeanne 
Fordham, Jan Geist, Anne Hardy, Bill & Suzanne Knopf, Kay Maloney, Brenda Murphy, Jim & Char Stenstrom, Harolyn 
Thogersen, Jan Weber, Bev Zuccarini.  Elementary and older grade youth and adults have separate 9 a.m. Sunday 
school classes; Education Ministry members lead, including, occasionally, parent-and-offspring teams Karen & Julia 
Boesche and Tracey & Tyler Goytia.   

Adults are committed to “witnessing in word and deed to the Word of God,” and to sharing our faith and faith-based 
practices with children – just as Pastor Irene urged in her Mother’s Day sermon, May 14.  May 21 during worship, our 
Praise (liturgical) Dance Team -- Serena & Sabrina C., Dakotah J., Lauren Mosley, Skyye R. -- under the leadership of 
Deacon Artie Murray, Second Baptist Church, Evanston, received a standing ovation following their performance of 
Sinach’s I Know Who I Am (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NwChxTnVrXM).  Children also participate in the Youth 
Choir, led by classical guitarist and trained choir director Nander Novaes with his wife, Ana; during worship on May 7, 
the kids sang Myrin, Moran & Lijero’s Cornerstone.  Here’s another opportunity for kids and adults: “Come to the 
balcony and see the new [sound] equipment [and] if anyone would like to learn how to run the sound system, let Don 
Trinite or Don Ankeny know and [they] can show them how it works.”  This summer, children are looking forward to a 
Methodist camp experience in Biblically based creative and performing arts.  Already on May 20, Mike Murphy, Jan 
W., Erica Lake, Serena & Sabrina C., Dakotah J., Armani P., and Skyye R. spent the morning cleaning at that camp in 
Williams Bay, WI, to prepare it for summer occupancy.  They got up at who-knows-what-hour to leave Des Plaines by 
6:15 a.m.!  They loved it, I hear.   

 
Children appear regularly in worship, sitting with their parents, performing, taking part in ‘A Time for Children,’ helping in 
other capacities, too, e.g. with Noisy Change collections, in May.  During months that have 5 Sundays, worship on the 5th 
one is youth-led.  Apr. 30, a 5th Sunday, Serena & Sabrina C., Julia Boesche, Libby Edmondson, Tyler G., Dakotah J., 
Armani P., Skyye R., Levin & Lethrese Rosete and Noni Shelton had parts in the Youth Worship Service; Jessica Baker, 
studying for her Master’s in Theological Studies at Garrett, was guest vocalist; Nander N. was worship leader; Minister 
Tina coordinated the group’s efforts, and delivered the sermon that Sunday, about discouraged disciples travelling to 
Emmaus, unaware their companion was Jesus, after His crucifixion.  We are listening, Min Tina, Pastor Irene, and trying 
instead to live in awareness that He is with us, and we, with Him. 

7.  ARE WE WITNESSES TO THE WORLD, AMBASSADORS OF GOD’S LOVE? “Discipleship is ongoing,” Pastor Irene said, 

https://bible.org/article/community-god%E2%80%99s-design-growth
https://bible.org/article/community-god%E2%80%99s-design-growth
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NwChxTnVrXM
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May 7.  “Practice abiding faith.  Our acts should give witness to our faith.  Teach this to our children.”  The 
past few weeks’ notes/messages include these about our witness:  Education Ministry hosted Easter 
breakfast for members and their families.  Did Anne and John Hardy ever leave the kitchen?  Oooh, those 
scrambled eggs, that French toast!  It was a feast!  Ed Min also posted a big banner on the church lawn 

inviting all kids and their families to FUMC’s Kids’ Easter Party; members and guests filled Fellowship Hall, Apr. 15, 
hearing the story of Jesus’ resurrection, and enjoying crafts, activities and goodies.  Under ‘Children’s Ministries’ at our 
website, http://www.fumcdp.org/, I now read that all kids interested in singing/playing a musical instrument are invited 
to FUMC on Saturday afternoons for free music lessons/rehearsals this summer.  Church membership is not required, 
only that all the kids attend worship when the youth choir is providing leadership for worship!  Adults and older youth 
partner in FUMC’s annual Vacation Bible School, to which children from the wider community are invited every summer.  
A few weeks ago, Kaithlyn Aragon, Serena & Sabrina C., Matt Edmondson, Tyler Goytia, Tyler & Colin Hardy Arrielle 
Henderson, Nathaly Herrera, Dakotah J., Gustavo, Yadira & Osmar Leyva, Armani P., and Skyye R., some of the kids 
who helped promote the congregation’s mission to support the Heifer Project, lined up for a group photo.  Had adults 
who supported this mission also posed, the crowd would’ve spilled out the front doors.  And, somewhere, a family has 
received heifer!  Also, Bessie’s Table continues to partner with in-house and a growing number of community volunteers 
to prepare and serve meals Monday evenings to all who come.   

Quiet practices qualify as witness, too.  May 7, Pastor Irene said, “Through faith we conquer the things of this world.  
Speak [to God], and trust Him to act.  Then wait.  God will do what is necessary.”  May 21, Min Tina told a true story 
about the life-saving power of her aunt’s prayer.  I was hanging off the balcony; I heard some of the people gasp, a 
“Wow!” from a pew below; people leaned forward to hear, rocked back at her concluding remarks.  Here was testimony 
to the power of prayer: God saves; Minister Tina is living proof.  Also, re: prayers, please use the new prayer box in the 
narthex, next to the sanctuary doors.  Every Tuesday morning Prayer Ministry prays for all the petitions submitted/
received in the previous few days.  Prayer Ministry even prays for unexpressed prayers; Pastor Irene keeps a blank prayer 
card in the Prayer Room to represent those.  Persons serve quietly all the time, such as our ushers, Arnie Seegers and 
Audrey Nankervis in April, and in May, Nancy Canova and Jeanne F.  Ushers get to greet everyone!  Want to say hello 
to everybody and make new friends?  See Audrey N. to join the ushers.  In one of our FUMC Spiritual Practices group’s 
activities, Harolyn T. led Minister Tina, Karen B., and Jan W. in a meditation walk around the small pond at Prairie Lakes, 
May 13.  It was a beautiful day to be outdoors, I hear.  When’s the next one?  Would someone stop by the church for  the 
church mouse?  I want to see this Prairie Lakes place.  Are there cats?  

It was interesting, organizing notes and messages to look at how our church community is doing in our walk with Jesus.  
There are other questions only you can answer, such as What am I doing?  What about my ideas and suggestions?  
Whom should I tell?  Share!  If not with your peers, ministries, committees, etc., then share ideas with me, Gracie, and I 
will pass them on.  You could be lighting a lamp.    

Here is more news sent my way this month:  Marion Pugh, one of FUMC’s Trustees, has retired after many years of 
service.  Trustees’ current chairman Don Trinite recalls Marion been a member of this board “for as long as I remember … 
back to the days of Nick Drakos when he was the chair of trustees … mid to late 80’s.  Marion told me she got involved in 
trustees with landscaping back then.”  Gloria Ludwig, who served 8 years as Des Plaines’ City Clerk, has passed her baton 
to a successor (see Gloria’s farewell letter, Des Plaines Digest Spring 2017 issue).  Thank you for your service, Marion and 
Gloria.  We also thank the 1st UMC Choir -- Xiomara Aragon, Jim Blue, Barb Duncan, Robert Fasco, John Korn, Maureen 
Ladd, Marion Mott-Dodge, John Nankervis, Jackie Pofahl, Ellie Seegers, Nanette Strunk -- led by Karen Bruchman, to 
whom Pastor Irene addressed a moving tribute during worship, May 21.  The choir will be on summer break the next two 
months or so;   they will be missed.  Peggy Garrison, now retired, worshipped with us that same Sunday; she and Pastor 
Irene ‘go ‘way back’ and many of our congregation remember Peggy from when she subbed for Pastor Russ Carlson.  
What a voice she has!   

Megan Edmondson (parents Renee & Randy) is engaged, and just graduated Mother’s Day weekend from the 
University of Missouri; Christopher Kincheloe (parents Nancy & Chad) graduated with honors from Illinois Wesleyan 
University.  Evan Goytia (parents Mike & Tracey) graduated from Elk Grove High School; Julia Boesche (parents Neal & 
Karen), Bailey Radnitzer (Leigh & Keith), Levin Rosete (Tess & Leo), and Alison Tworek (Donna & Ted), Deana Wijas 

Good News From Gracie, continued... 

Continued on pg 11 

http://www.fumcdp.org/


Christian Education Chair: Karen Boesche 
Next Meeting: June 6th - 7:30pm 
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Geraniums for Pentecost! 
Red is the color for Pentecost, 
commemorating the descent of the Holy 
Spirit on the Apostles (Acts 2:1-42).  
 
As part of this Pentecost celebration on 
Sunday, June 4, our Sunday School classes 
will plant red geraniums beginning at 9am.  
 
If you would like to donate any red 
geraniums, just bring them to Sunday 
School on June 4th or drop them off at the 
church next week.  
 
Plan to wear your ‘planting’ clothes and 
shoes! No fancy outfits!  

New Bible Study on the Book of Colossians! 

Begins June 21st 

Every Wednesday at 10am or 6:30pm 

To register, call or email the church 

or sign up in the narthex after worship 

 

[847-827-5561 or fumcdesplaines@gmail.com] 



LITURGISTS 

June 4: Anne Cowin 
June 11: Karen Fitzgerald  

June 18: Bill Knopf 
June 25: Leo Rosete 

USHERS  
Arnie Ladd & Chad Kincheloe 

COFFEE 
Women’s Fellowship 
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JOIN US FOR:  
 

Quiet Prayer Time with Pastor Irene 

Tuesday Mornings at 9am   

 

"Let's talk about Prayer and  

Different Ways to Pray"  with Minister Tina   

2nd & 4th Saturdays of the month at 10am  

DON KRESKI 
[dɑn krɛski] 

Don Kreski has lived in the west and northwest suburbs 
for his entire life, growing up in Elmhurst where he met 
his wife, Barb, in high school. He says he did not expect 
the relationship to get serious, but his mother realized 
he was in love long before he did, and pointed it out. “I 
told my mom she was wrong, but what did I know?” 

Don  went to college thinking he would become an 
English teacher, but he was wrong there, too, ending up 
with a career in advertising and Public Relations instead. 
  
He and Barb live in Mount Prospect, have three grown 
children and one granddaughter, but are hoping for 
more.  Life, he says, gets better every year. 

First United Methodist, he says, is feeding a hunger he 

has long felt to grow closer to the Lord.   

Worship Committee Chair: Tina Shelton  
Next Meeting: June 5, 7:00pm 



Mission Chairs: Laura Miller & Linda Trinite  

Next Meeting: June 20th — 6:30pm 
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June Communion Offering 

The June Communion Offering will be for the Grace 
Children's Hospital and Pediatric Clinic in Haiti (Project 
#418520) under the red band in the Northern Illinois 
Conference Rainbow Covenant Book.  Grace Children's 
Hospital in Port-au-Prince provides care for children and 
families with tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS, respiratory infections, 
and those impacted by the earthquake.  In this area where 
many live on less than $1/day, the hospital provides much-
needed immediate care and follow-up clinical care for 
children and families.  

FUMC All Church Mission Trip 

June 10 - 17th 

We have 11 people headed to Camp on the Boulder this month! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

In the wilderness of the Gallatin National Forest in the Rocky 
Mountains of central Montana, stands Camp on the Boulder, a 
United Methodist camp that offers a place for retreat, fun, and 
fellowship in a pure and holy place set apart from life’s 
distractions.  Our all congregation family mission trip will be 
departing on Saturday June 10th.  Though hard work and serving 
others, we plan be transformed by the power of God.   “From the 
top of a mountain, we are able to witness life from a different 
perspective bringing us a new awareness.”  We thank the 
congregation for your prayers and support as we put our faith into 
action.  
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(FUMC Youth Group participant, many years) from Maine West High School.  Graduating 8th graders 
include Matthew Edmondson, Megan’s brother, from Bridge View Challenger; Gustavo Leyva (Gladys & 
Rufino), from Holmes; Lethrese Rosete, Levin’s sister, and Matthew Spyrison (Wendy & Bill), from 

Chippewa Middle School.  Shirley Baumgarten (was that a granddaughter with you in worship Mother’s Day, Shirley?), 
Judy Clutters, Karen F., Jeanne Fordham, Arnie Ladd, Mike Murphy, Marybeth Swanson, Shirley Weaver (hallelujah, 
her 90th!!!), and youth, Evan Goytia and Levin Rosete, all celebrated May birthdays. Have I missed your graduate’s 
name, or your birthday?  Please let me know.  Jeanette Frank stopped by the church office for a visit early in May; she 
looked so well; the 1st week of May a baby shower was held for expecting Joanna Hardy (parents John & Anne); I 
made off with some of grandma-to-be Anne’s baked goodies.  Erica L. has a new ‘do’; very pretty!  Laura & John 
Miller now reside in Prospect Heights; “getting used to condo life,” Laura says.  Jim Blue is recovering at home with 
wife June; Robert Fasco is responding well to treatment; Pastor Irene’s sister Theresa Taylor’s husband Forrest is 
now home, after surgery; Shirley (Tom) Weaver and daughter Anne Cowin were back in church; Shirley is 
recovering!!  Prayers are asked for Joy (Bob) Raczka, recovering after surgery; for Susan Moore’s sister Stephanie, 
who is ill; for Karen & Shawn Fitzgerald -- Shawn is in Hospice care now.  Sincere condolences to Pat Sogar, whose 
husband Steven passed away Dec. 7, 2016.  Pat and Steve have two daughters, Christina (Michael) Dec, and 
Katherine; and some will recall Steven worked at Sim’s Bowl for 4 decades, and then as a security officer.  My 
apologies to Pat and family; this news did not reach me until May.  And we are very sad for Cheryl Burke, whose 
beloved dog Wally passed away. 

Please keep your messages coming; I’m grateful for each one, and to all who respond to my queries.  Leave a note for 
me with Jen Southworth in the office, or e-mail me at gracie.fumc@yahoo.com.  Faithfully, Gracie   Oh! P.S.!  After 
Jen’s vacation in May, I asked her dog Ruby how her vacation was.  Our chat went like this: Me: Ruby!  Did you like 
D.C.?  Ruby:  I didn’t go!  Me: What??  Ruby: I had my own vacation!  Me: Where?  Ruby: Near home, with a nice 
family.  Me: Grandma and Grandpa’s?  Ruby: No, no; a family Jen & Ryan found at https://www.rover.com/house-
sitting/  Me: No kidding!  Ruby:  Yeah; the people will come to your house, or you can go to theirs.  Me: Can I tell 
the people in the church?  Ruby: Why not?  Hi, people in the church!  -- So, if you have a pet who needs a temporary 
place to stay, check that out!   

Good News From Gracie, continued... 

Yours Faithfully,      

First Week $117.40 

Second Week $99.36 

Third Week $276.49 

Fourth Week $65.40 

Total $558.65 

NOISY CHANGE OFFERING 

How did we do?! 

Our records show we collected a total of $558.65 for the Bishop’s 
Appeal to support the Global Aids Fund.  Missions agreed to match 
the collection, which brings us to $1,117.30.  In addition, the 
Communion offering in May was also for the same cause, but we 
don’t have that total yet.  I am forwarding this information on, so the 
appropriate check can be cut for Annual Conference next week. 
  
The NIC HIV/AIDS Task Force asks us to Live faithfully, Love boldly, 
and Give generously.  I think our congregation did just that!  Thank 
you for your help in raising this successful gift! 
   
PS Pulpit side rocked the lectern side and Women were far more 

generous than Men, but we ALL came together to do God’s work. 

mailto:gracie.fumc@yahoo.com
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Join us on Sundays! 

9a.m. — Sunday School  
Children, Youth & Adult Classes 

 

10a.m. — Blended Worship  
Nursery Care Available 

 

11a.m. — Nuevo Amanacer Worship 
 

First United Methodist Church 
668 Graceland Avenue  
Des Plaines, IL 60016 

 

Phone: (847) 827-5561  
Web: www.fumcdp.org              
Email: fumcdesplaines@gmail.com 

Donate on June 3rd  

at the Flea Market and Craft Fair! 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 

   1 
 
Piano Lessons 
3:30-8:15pm 
 
 

2 
 
Piano Lessons 
3:30-7:15pm 

3 
Piano Lessons  
8a-12  
 
9-3 FLEA 
MARKET & 
CRAFT SALE!  
 
3p:Childrens 
Choir Rehearsal  

4 
 
9a: Sun School 
10a: Worship 
2pm: Mong. 
Fellowship 

5 
 
5p: Praise Dance 
 
5:30pm: Bessie’s 
Table 
 
7p: Worship 
Committee Mtg 

6 
9am: Prayer 
 
Piano Lessons 
3:30-8:15pm 
 
7p: Education Mtg 

7 
 
10a: Ladies of 
the Church 

8 
 
 
Piano Lessons 
3:30-8:15pm 
 
 

9 
 
 
Piano Lessons 
3:30-7:15pm 

10 
Piano Lessons  
8a-12  
 
10am: Spiritual 
Formation 
 
3p:Childrens 
Choir Rehearsal  

11 
 
9a: Sun School 
10a: Worship 
11:30: Church 
Council Mtg. 
2pm: Mong 
Fellowship 

12 
 
 
5p: Praise Dance 
 
5:30pm: Bessie’s 
Table 
 

13 
9am: Prayer 
 
Piano Lessons 
3:30-8:15pm 
 

6:30pm: Trustees 
Mtg 

14 
 
 

15 
 
Piano Lessons 
3:30-8:15pm 
 
 

16 
 
Piano Lessons 
3:30-7:15pm 

17 
 
Piano Lessons  
8a-12  
 
3p:Childrens 
Choir Rehearsal  

18 
 
9a: Sun School 
10a: Worship 
 
2pm: Mong. 
Fellowship 

19 
 
12pm: Martha’s 
Circle 
 
5p: Praise Dance 
 
5:30pm: Bessie’s 
Table  

20 
9am: Prayer 
 
Piano Lessons 
3:30-8:15pm 
 
6:30p: Missions  
 

6:30p: Finance  

21 
 
 10am: Bible 
Study 
 
 
6:30pm: Bible 
Study 

22 
 
Piano Lessons 
3:30-8:15pm 
  
 

23 
 
Piano Lessons 
3:30-7:15pm  

24 
Piano Lessons  
8a-12  
 
10am: Spiritual 
Formation 
 
3p:Childrens 
Choir Rehearsal  

25 
9a: Sun. School 
 
10am: Worship 
 

26 

5p: Praise Dance 
5:30pm: Bessie’s 
Table  

27 

 

7pm: Outreach   

28 

10am: Bible 
Study 
 
6:30pm: Bible 
Study 

29 30  
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